
hands at work in africa

Nigeria has an overwhelming population of 
over 170 million people. The megacity of 
Lagos is expected to have a population of 24 
million by 2030. Many factors have led to 
Nigeria having almost 11 million orphaned 
children.  

A horri!c separation exists between the 
rich and poor, re"ected in a class system 
accepted by many. In Lagos, desperately 
poor children live in overcrowded slums 
without water or sewage systems, literally 
living in the cracks between mansions. Only 
6% of the poorest women in Nigeria have 
a skilled attendant during birth compared 
to 85% of the richest women. The local 
church often encourages seeking personal 
prosperity above serving those in need. The 
local Christian volunteers who have come 
forward to serve the communities supported 
by Hands at Work are breaking new ground. 
Together they are seeking out the most 
vulnerable children, and giving their lives to 
loving those who many disregard.

Population: 173,615,300
Orphaned children 
(age 0-17): 10,800,000
Children orphaned by 
HIV/AIDS: 2,000,000
Under 5 mortality rating (per 1000 live 
births): Female – 111 | Male - 124
Secondary School Attendance: 
Female – 45% | Male – 53%
People living with HIV: 3,200,000
Life expectancy at birth: 
Female - 53 | Male – 52
Lifetime risk of maternal death: 1 in 31
Country rating (out of 187) on the 
Human Development Index: 152

Sources: UNAIDS, UNDESA 2014, UNICEF 2014

Hostile divisions exist between the 
predominantly Christian south and Muslim 
north where Islamic law has been imposed 
in several states; thousands of people have 
died in communal attacks. Violence towards 
women is a serious crisis. 25% of women 
and 17% of girls have been victims of 
Female Genital Mutilation. 

Nigeria is Africa’s biggest oil producer, 
yet over 100 million people are living 
on less than a dollar a day. The poorest 
people have little access to basic services 
such as education, health care and power. 
Investment in education has remained low, 
leaving Nigeria with a failing education 
system. 220,000 primary school teachers 
are needed to adequately educate all school 
aged children. Only 25% of children from 
the poorest families go to primary school. 

Efforts to reduce child marriage are 
projected to have no impact in offsetting 
the population growth, and in 2050, 56% of 
women will still be married before age 18. 
29% of adolescent girls give birth by age 
18. Unemployment has forced many women 
into the sex trade where 25% of female sex 
workers are HIV positive. Only 15% of all 
women in Nigeria use contraception.

Areas in Nigeria 
being impacted by 
Hands at Work

“For years, 8-year-old Ama was 
responsible for earning an income 
to support her family. Her father, a 

local !sherman, would bring his catch of 
the day and Ama would walk through the 
busy market, returning home only when 
everything had sold. Ama’s little income 
allowed the family to support themselves 

for free, by volunteer teachers who give 
of themselves for the sake of the most 
vulnerable. At school, Ama receives a 
cooked meal each day and has access to 
clean drinking water. She is also visited in 
her home by the very Care Worker who met 
her mother in the market. Ama loves the 
listening ear her Care Worker offers.

The friendships Ama has formed at school 
have made the biggest difference in her 
life. Ama has realised that she is not 
alone in her challenges. She has met so 
many children who have stories to tell of 
a dif!cult past. But thanks to the Care 
Workers and volunteer teachers, they all 
have hopeful futures. 

and live a simple existence. But Ama’s 
father grew sick and he passed away. Ama 
and her mother began collecting !rewood 
to sell for a measly amount. Ama should 
have been in school, but her days were 
about survival. 

When Ama’s mother told her story to a 
local woman in the market one day, she 
was surprised at her response. The woman 
spoke of how she was part of a group of 
volunteers, Care Workers, who sought to 
care for children just like Ama. She offered 
Ama a free place in school where she could 
meet other children her own age. At !rst, 
Ama was scared and reluctant to attend 
school; she had never stepped foot inside 
a classroom before. But when the Care 
Worker spoke of how Ama could learn to 
read and write, and make new friends at 
school, she agreed to attend. 

At Ama’s community school in Nigeria, 
she is one of 100 children being educated 
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