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Book Review Goodnight Mister Tom. 

	

 Goodnight Mis ter Tom tr aces the growth of Wi l l i am Beech f rom a sad , 

lone ly and depr ived ch i ld to a confident , assured and wel l -ad justed young boy. To 

beg in wi th , Wi l l i am i s descr ibed as be ing " th in and s i c k l y look ing , pa le w i th l imp, 

sandy ha i r and du l l g rey eyes . " However, we qu ick ly learn that Wi l l i am's emac iated 

phys ica l appear ance i s mir rored by h i s f r ag i le and br u ised char acter. Wi l l i am's 

mother has abused h im to such an extent that he i s unable to wr i te , i s ter r i f ied of 

author i ty  and has a  d i s tor ted under stand ing of  mora l i ty.

S lowly, Wi l l i am's phys ica l condi t ion beg ins to improve . Good food, a warm bed 

and adequate c loth ing see Wi l l i am return to hea l th :

	

 	

 "Run ,"  roared Tom,

	

 	

 And he and Wi l l iam tore down the pathway to  the cot tage . "

Whi le Wi l l i am's phys ica l condi t ion improves qu ick ly, the changes in h i s char acter 

are s lower to mani fest themselves . To beg in wi th , Wi l l i am i s pa in fu l ly shy, he f inds 

i t d i f f i cu l t to make f r iends and i s acute ly aware of h i s own inab i l i ty to wr i te . In 

one memorable key moment in  the nove l , when Wi l l i am i s  asked to wr i te , :

	

 	

 " H i s f a c e h a d t u r n e d q u i t e p a l e a n d b e a d s o f p e r s p i r a t i o n 

	

 	

 had broken out  across  h i s  forehead . "

Under Tom's lov ing care , Wi l l i am learns how to spe l l h i s own name and in the 

process of learn ing how to wr i te , Wi l l i am's ta lent as an ar t i s t revea l s i t se l f . As 

autumn changes to ear ly winter, Wi l l i am's growing c loseness to Tom is matched by 

a cor responding growth in h i s se l f -confidence . He deve lops a f r iendsh ip wi th 

Zachar ias Wrench , learns how to read & wr i te and p lays the lead ing ro l l in a 

school  p lay.
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 The ins ip id l i t t le boy who greeted Tom grows into a wel l -ad justed , 

confident per son . The enormity of the t r ans format ion that takes p lace in Wi l l i am 

i s s igna led by h i s dec i s ion to change h i s name to Wi l l . In th i s manner, Wi l l i am 

makes i t c lear that the per son he once was i s dead . Al though Wi l l i am suf fer s 

great ly upon h is return home and i s near ly destroyed by the hor ror he 

exper iences , he sur v ives . When Tom rescues h im and returns h im to L i t t le 

Weirwold , Wi l l i am i s s lowly hea led . Other t r ia l s face h im such as the death of h i s 

best f r iend , Zach , and the su ic ide of h i s mother. However, Wi l l i am has changed to 

such an extent  that  he meets  and overcomes these cha l lenges .

    

I found the f ina l l ine of the nove l par t icu lar ly moving because i t s t resses the 

degree to which Wi l l i am has changed .

	

 	

 " 'Dad , ' "  repeated Wi l l  in  a surpr i sed tone , ' I 'm growing! ' "

A favour i te sect ion f rom Goodnight Mister Tom

Choose a favour i te sect ion f rom a nove l  or  shor t  s tor y you have s tud ied . 

  

(i)Descr ibe what  happens in  th i s  sect ion of  your chosen text . (15) 

(ii)Why i s  th i s  your favour i te sect ion?  Exp la in  your answer wi th re ference to 

the nove l  or  shor t  s tor y you have chosen . (15)      

(Th i s  wou ld a l so  work for  a character  sketch of  Wi l l )  

	

 The nove l that I have s tud ied i s “Goodnight Mis ter Tom”. Wr i t ten by 

Miche l le Magor ian th i s nove l t r aces the chang ing re la t ionsh ip between, Tom 

Oakley and a young evacuee , Wi l l i am Beech . The sect ion of the nove l that I have 

chosen inc ludes Wi l l i am’s  ar r iva l  in  L i t t le  Weirwold  to h i s  t r ag ic  return home . 

	

 In the opening pages of the Novel , we meet Wi l l i am Beech , a young , 

malnour i shed and excess ive ly shy evacuee . He i s l i ter a l ly dumped on Mister Tom 
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Oakley ’s f ront door. When Tom fi r s t sees Wi l l i am, he does not know what to make 

of  h im:

	

 	

 	

 	

 “The ta les he had heard of evacuees d idn ' t seem to f i t 

	

 	

 	

 	

 Wil l ie . 'Ungrate fu l ' and 'w i ld ' were the ad jec t i ves he had 

	

 	

 	

 	

 hea rd u s ed o r j u s t p l a i n ' h omes i c k ' . He was qu i t e 

	

 	

 	

 	

 unprepared for  th i s  t imid , s i c k l y  l i t t l e  spec imen” .

	

 	

 	



Unfor tunate ly, th ings become a great dea l c learer for Mis ter Tom when he opens 

Wi l l i am’s bag . There are no warm c lothes , ins tead there i s an o ld B ible and a 

leather be l t in tended for Wi l l i am’s pun ishment . Tom quick ly d i scover s that Wi l l i am 

i s used to be ing beaten ; he i s covered in br u i ses and bleed ing sores . Such i s h i s 

ter ror of be ing beaten “when Tom picked up a p iece of ember burn ing coa l , 

W i l l i am pa s s ed ou t w i t h t he fe a r o f be i n g  b r anded” . Ow ing to h i s 

malnour i shment , Wi l l i am f inds i t imposs ible to keep a proper mea l down, he wets 

the bed , i s i l l i ter ate and suf fer s f rom n ight ter ror s . However, under Tom’s lov ing 

care Wi l l i am s lowly beg ins to change both phys ica l ly and emot iona l ly. He ga ins 

confidence , learns to read and d iscover s  ta lents  that  he never knew he had . 

	

 When Wi l l i am i s forced to return home , the changes that have taken p lace 

in h i s char acter and appear ance make h im l i ter a l ly unrecogn isable to h i s own 

mother :

	

 	

 	



	 	 	 I t was Wi l l i e , but he had a l tered so much , she had been look ing 

	

 	

 	

 for  a  th in  l i t t l e  boy dressed in  grey.

For Wi l l i am, the return home i s ver y pa in fu l . “Sudden ly, now, when h i s Mother 

re fer red to h im as Wi l l i e i t was as though she was ta lk ing to someone e l se” . For her 

par t , Wi l l i am’s mother f inds i t imposs ible to accept the changes that have taken 

p lace in her son . She accuses h im of s tea l ing , ly ing , befr iend ing g i r l s and 

consor t ing wi th Jews . She metes out a d i s turb ing leve l o f corpora l pun ishment 

and Wi l l i am retreats  once more into h imse l f :
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 He knew that  she was h i t t ing h im but  he fe l t  

	

 	

 	

 numb and separated f rom h imse l f . 

For a shor t whi le , Wi l l i am even regrets hav ing ever gone to “L i t t le Weirwo ld” . I 

found th i s sect ion of the nove l ver y d i s turb ing . He qu iet ly admits to h imse l f , that 

because of the changes wrought in h i s char acter by contact wi th Mister Tom, that 

he had grown sof t . “A wave of despa i r swept through h im and he cur sed h i s new 

awareness .”  The change in Wi l l i am i s complete when he acknowledges to h imse l f 

that  he i s  ne i ther  Wi l l i am nor Wi l l ie  but  r ather Wi l l . 

	

 Goodnight Mis ter Tom is a deeply moving and at t imes har rowing nove l to 

read . The sect ion of the nove l that I have just out l ined i s a favour i te of mine 

because i t takes us on an unfor gettable journey, i s rea l i s t i ca l ly to ld and i t i s a fu l l 

o f  dr amat ic  moments . 

	

 Wil l iam’s journey of growth f rom ins ip id , fear fu l l i t t le boy to a confident , 

lov ing and ar t icu la te young man i s re la ted to us in unfor gettable deta i l . For me , 

the change that takes p lace in Wi l l i am’s char acter i s best seen dur ing h i s 

prepar at ion for the school p lay. Here Wi l l i am demonstr ates an inner confidence 

that i s un imag inable ear l ier on in the nove l . He dr aws on h i s awfu l exper iences at 

home in order to g ive depth and l i fe to the char acter that he i s p lay ing . I rea l ly 

en joyed read ing th i s sect ion of the nove l because Miche l le Magor ian a l lows us to 

enter fu l ly into the l i ves of Wi l l i am and Mister Tom. We fee l l i ke we know these 

char acter s and we take genu ine sat i s fact ion in watch ing Wi l l i am change . In one 

par t icu lar ly memorable key moment , Mis ter Tom is ta lk ing to Mr s F letcher. Dur ing 

the conver sat ion , he reminds us of the profound change that has come over 

Wi l l i am: 

	

 	

 	

 Do you know, Mr s F le tcher, las t week he laughed . I t were a b i t 

	

 	

 	

 of a ner vous one l ike , but he actua l l y laughed . I t were the f i r s t 

	

 	

 	

 t ime I  ever  heard h im do i t .
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New Vocabulary 

MEANING 
APPREHENSIVELY

APTITUDE

AUXILIARY

BAIRNS

BEWILDERED

BLAND

BRACKEN

BRUSQUELY

CADENCE

CONFIDENTIAL

CONTENTEDLY

CONVALESCENT

DEJECTEDLY

DILAPIDATED

DILEMMA

DIRGE

ENGULF

EXASPERATION

EXUBERANT

FERVOUR

FIGURATIVE

FINALITY

FOND

GALOSHES

GLUTINOUS

IMPATIENTLY

IMPOTENTLY

INCONSPICUOUS
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INSOMNIA

INTERMINABLE

INTERMITTENT

INTERPOSED

LABORIOUSLY

LATRINE

MORGUE

NONCHALANTLY

NUBBLY

OMINOUSLY

PALLID

PEWS

PIEBALD

PRECOCIOUS

QUAGMIRE

RAGGED

RAVENOUS

RECLUSE

RECOLLECTED

RECTORY

RESIGNATION

RETICENT

RIVULETS

SEDATION

SEVERAL

SHILLING

SLAB

SPRY

STARVING

STUPOR

TANDEM

TO BUNDLE

TO CONDENSE

TO CONFIDE
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TO DRONE

TO EXCEL

TO NAG

TO REBUKE

TO REEL

TO REJUVENATE

TO RETORT

TO REVERBERATE

TO SILHOUETTE

UNDAUNTED

VACANT

VOLUBLE

Key 

Key Quotes 

Chapter One: Meeting

Pg 10 – ‘The boy was th in and s ick ly - look ing , pa le wi th l imp sandy ha i r  and du l l  

grey eyes .’
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‘Tom was wel l  in to h i s  s ixt ies , a  hea l thy, robust , s tock i ly -bu i l t  man with a  head of  

th ick whi te ha i r. A l though he was of  aver age he ight , in  Wi l l ie ’s  eyes he was a 

tower ing g iant  wi th sk in l i ke coar se , wr ink led brown paper and a vo ice l i ke 

thunder.’

‘  “Come on in ,” repeated Tom har sh ly. “ I  ent  got  a l l  day.” ’

Page 11- ‘  “Go on ,” sa id Tom, “ I  to ld you before , I  ent  got  a l l  day. Now make a 

mar k so ’s  I  know where to put  a  peg , see .” ’

Page 12 – ‘Wi l l ie  tugged ner vous ly  at  the tops of  h i s  wool len socks…’

Page 13 – ‘One of  h i s  socks s l id  ha l f -way down h is  leg , revea l ing a  lar ge 

mul t ico loured br u ise on h i s  sh in and a swol len red sore bes ide .

“That ’s  a  nasty  o le th ing ,” Tom sa id , po int ing to i t . “What g ive you that ?” Wi l l ie  

pa led and pu l led the sock up qu ick ly.’

‘Tom not iced another br u i se on the boy ’s  th igh , but  sa id noth ing .’

‘Wi l l ie  heard h im s lam the f ront  door and l i s tened to the sound of  h i s  footsteps 

gr adua l ly  fad ing . He hugged h imse l f  t ight ly  and rocked backwards and forwards on 

the s tool . “ I  must  be good,” he whispered ur gent ly, “ I  must  be good,” and he 

r ubbed a sore spot on h i s  arm. He was such a bad boy, he knew that . Mum sa id 

she was k inder to h im than most  mother s . She on ly  gave h im sof t  beat ings . He 

shuddered . He was dread ing the moment when Mr Oak ley would d i scover how 

wicked he was . He was s t ronger- look ing than Mum.’

Page 16 – wi th the squ i r re l : ‘He was ter r i f ied and remained f rozen in  a  crouched 

pos i t ion .’

Page 17 – ‘  “Them poisonous dogs ,” he heard h i s  mother ’s  vo ice say ing ins ide h im. 

“One b i te f rom them muts and you ’re dead . They got  ‘or r ible  d i seases in  

‘em.” ’ ( shor t ly  a f ter  Wi l l ie  th inks  Tom wi l l  h i t  h im with the br anch that  he p icked 

up to protect  h imse l f  f rom Sammy with)
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Page 19 – Tom rea l i ses  Wi l l ie  thought he was go ing to h i t  or  br and h im with the 

hot poker !  ‘  “  ‘E  never thought…No…Sure ly  not !” he murmured . “Oh, Thomas 

Oak ley, where ‘ave you landed yer se l f ?” ’

Page 20 – ‘  “Wel l , Sam,” Tom whispered , “ I  don ’ t  know noth in ’ about ch i ldren , but  I 

do know enuf f  not  to beat  ‘em and make ‘em that  scared .” ’

Chapter Two: Litt le Weirwold

Page 24 – ‘  Tom s lowed down and Wi l l ie  wlaked more eas i ly  bes ide h im. He stared 

up at  the gr u f f  o ld man who was so k ind to h im.’

The note f rom Wi l l ie ’s  Mum (page 27 – 28) – ‘L ike most  boys he ’s  fu l l  o f  s in  but  

he ’s  promised to be good…I ’ve put  the be l t  in  for  when he ’s  bad…

Tom was angr y.

“Whi le  you ’re in  my house ,” he sa id in  a  choked vo ice , “you ’ l l  l i ve by my r u les . I  

ent  ever h i t  a  ch i ld  and i f  I  ever  do i t ’ l l  be wi th the sk in of  me hand . You got  

that ?” ’ (Wi l l ie  cr ies  tear s  of  joy and re l ie f  a f ter  th i s  moment but  a f ter  Tom has 

le f t  the house . )

Chapter Three: Saturday Morning

Tom cont inues to show Wi l l ie  pat ience and k indness ; he d i scover s  Wi l l ie  cannot 

read or wr i te so wr i tes  h i s  postcard home for  h im; Wi l l ie  fa i l s  to under stand the 

impor tance of  i t  be ing h i s  9 th b i r thday on Thur sday 7 th September and Tom is  

surpr i sed ; Tom takes Wi l l ie  to the shops where he sees Zach for  the f i r s t  t ime .

Chapter Four: Equipped

Tom takes Wi l l ie  into town and buys h im a sweet , a  comic , c lothes and py jamas . 

We learn f rom the l ibr ar ian that  Tom is  known for  be ing emot iona l ly  d i s tant  and 

co ld towards people and has kept  to h imse l f  for  year s . In  th i s  chapter  we see her 

surpr i se at  how much Tom is  look ing out  for  th i s  evacuee but  we a l so see Tom’s  

surpr i se at  the same th ing .
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Chapter Five: ‘Chamberlain announces’

Bui ld ing the Ander son she l ter  Tom protects  Wi l l ie  f rom embar r ass ing quest ions as 

to why, on a hot day, he won’ t  remove a l l  h i s  warm c lothes . Wi l l ie  i s  ashamed of  

the ‘mar ks  of  h i s  s ins ’ (h i s  br u i ses  and sores)  and Tom steps in  to save h im by 

mak ing up an excuse .

Chapter Six: Zach

Chapter Seven: An encounter over Blackberries

Meet ing George , Car r ie  and Ginn ie

Page 87 – ‘A sudden bur st  of  ener gy rose up ins ide h im. I t  exc i ted and f r ightened 

h im. He had a lways been good at  keeping s t i l l . I t  was wicked not to, he knew that , 

but  now he fe l t  a  desper ate des i re to leap and jump.’

Chapter Eight:  School 

After  be ing put  down a c lass  Tom of fer ’s  to he lp Wi l l ie  read and wr i te – 

Page 102 -  ‘Wi l l ie ’s  eyes s tung as  the ground moved in  a  gent le  haze beneath h im. 

He beamed. “Aw, mis ter,” was a l l  he cou ld manage to say.

Tom was surpr i sed to f ind a lump in h i s  own throat .’

Wi l l ie  copies  what  Tom shows h im and wr i tes  h i s  own name , he a l so dr aws two 

a lmost  per fect ly  s t r a ight  l ines  f ree-hand – 

Page 104 – ‘  “That ’s  ver y good,” remar ked Tom.

“ I s  i t ?”

“Don’ t  you know?”

Wi l l ie  shook h i s  head .

Chapter Nine: Birthday Boy

Gif ts  on the breakfast  table – page 108 ‘  “Are they fer  me?” he asked in  

aston ishment .’
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Page 110 – ‘Wi l l ie  looked lov ing ly  at  the pa ints  and br ushes and swal lowed a pa in 

that  had r i sen at  the back of  h i s  throat .

“ I  take i t  you l i ke them,” murmured Tom. “ I  chose them mese l f , l i ke .”

He g lanced out  of  the window at  the oak t ree where Rache l  and h i s  son were 

bur ied . She used to hug and k i ss  h im when he gave her presents . She loved 

pa int ing , wi ld f lower s and pretty  lace , sweet jams , f resh ly  brewed beer. S ince her 

death he had never wanted to touch anyth ing that  might  remind h im of  her. Tr ust  

a  s t r ange boy to sof ten h im up. The odd th ing was that , a f ter  he had entered the 

pa int  shop, he had fe l t  as  i f  a  heavy wave of  sadness  had suddenly  been l i f ted 

f rom out of  h im. Memor ies  of  her  d idn ’ t  seem as pa in fu l  as  he had imag ined .’

( I t  took love for  Wi l l i am for  Tom to move out of  h i s  year s  of  gr iev ing for  h i s  wi fe  

and back into l i v ing ! )

Af ter  lunch Tom takes Wi l l ie  to v i s i t  a l l  the people who gave h im g i f t s  – ‘As for  

Tom, ever yone was ver y surpr i sed to see h im, for  he r are ly  v i s i ted 

anyone .’ (Wi l l ie  has  on ly  been there for  s ix  days  and a l ready Tom is  much changed 

and so i s  Wi l l ie  a l though h i s  t r ans i t ion wi l l  take longer due to h i s  abuse . He 

requ i res  much love…)

Chapter Ten: The Case

Chapter Eleven: Friday

After  two months in  L i t t le  Weirwold , Tom is  chat t ing to Mr s F letcher –

Page 134 – ‘  “He’s  changed qu i te a  b i t  in  these las t  few weeks .” [ sa id Tom]

	

 So has you and a l l , thought  Mr s F letcher.

	

 “Yes ,” he went on , “  I  a lmost  fancy he ’s  grown a b i t . I t  won’ t  do h im no 

harm to be out  of  h i s  mother ’s  apron-str ings  fer  a  b i t  longer. She puts  the fear  of  

the d ivv i l  in to h im anyways . Do you know, Mr s F letcher, l as t  week he laughed. I t  

were a b i t  o f  a  ner vous one l i ke , but  he actua l ly  laughed . I t  were the f i r s t  t ime I  

ever  heard h im do i t .” ’

Chapter Twelve: The Show Must Go On
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In  which Wi l l ie  f inds he has the ab i l i ty  to act  and grows somewhat in  confidence 

and f r iendsh ip wi th Zach , Car r ie , Ginn ie and George .

Chapter Thirteen: Carol Singing

Chapter Fourteen: New Beginnings

In  which ever yth ing i s  go ing ver y wel l , i t ’s  Januar y and Wi l l ie  i s  moved up a c lass  

so i s  now with h i s  f r iends . By the end of  the chapter  i t  i s  March and Wi l l ie  has  

l i ved wi th Tom for seven months – 

Page 174 – Wi l l ie  sang as  he walked down the lane . He was s t i l l  bur st ing wi th 

ener gy.

	

 “ I  don ’ t  care i f  there ’s  even an a i r- r a id dr i l l  ton ight ,” he sa id , gr inn ing and 

twir l ing around. He r an into the cottage , f l ing ing the back door open , h i s  cheeks 

f lushed wi th both p leasure and the co ld wind . He tore of f  h i s  coat , ba lac lava and 

scar f  and bur st  into the f ront  room.

	

 Tom was s tand ing by the r ange . He g lanced at  Wi l l ie  and l i s tened qu iet ly  to 

h i s  chat ter.’

The chapter  ends wi th the let ter  f rom Wi l l ie ’s  mum te l l ing h im to come home .

Chapter Fifteen: Home

His mum sees h im for  the f i r s t  t ime in  seven months – page 181 – ‘Here s tood an 

upr ight , wel l - f leshed boy in  s turdy ank le boots , th ick wool len socks , a  green 

ro l led-top jer sey, and a navy blue coat  and ba lac lava . His  ha i r  s tuck out  in  a  sh iny 

mass  above h i s  forehead and h i s  cheeks were round and p ink . I t  was a  great  shock 

to her.’

‘She had expected h im to be more subser v ient  but  even h i s  vo ice sounded 

louder.’

Page 185 – ‘Suddenly, now, when h is  Mother re fer red to h im as  Wi l l ie  i t  was as  

though she was ta lk ing to someone e l se . He fe l t  l i ke two people . He knew she 
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wouldn ’ t  accept the Wi l l  s ide of  h im, on ly  the Wi l l ie , and he d idn ’ t  fee l  rea l  when 

she ca l led h im that .’

Af ter  accus ing h im of  s tea l ing , ly ing , befr iend ing g i r l s  and Jews , h i s  mother beats  

h im – page 192 – ‘Someth ing heavy h i t  h im across  the head and he sank into a 

co ld dar kness . He could s t i l l  hear  her  screaming and he knew that  she was h i t t ing 

h im but  he fe l t  numb and separ ated f rom h imse l f . He had become two people and 

one of  h i s  se lves  was hover ing above h im watch ing what  was happening to h i s  

body…

He fe l t  as  though he was a  d i f ferent  per son ly ing there in  the dar k . He was 

no longer Wi l l ie . I t  was as  i f  he had sa id good-bye to an o ld par t  o f  h imse l f . 

Nei ther  was he two separ ate people . He was Wi l l  ins ide and out .

For an instant  he wished he had never gone to L i t t le  Weirwold . Then he 

would have thought  h i s  Mum was k ind and lov ing . He wouldn ’ t  have known any 

d i f ferent . A wave of  despa i r  swept through h im and he cur sed h i s  new awareness . 

He hadn ’ t  been used to th i s  pa in for  a  long t ime . He had sof tened .

“Mister  Tom,” he whispered in  the dar kness . “Mis ter  Tom. I  want  you , Mis ter  

Tom,” ’

Chapter Sixteen: The Search

Chapter Seventeen: Rescue

Page 206 -  ‘The smal l  a lcove s tank of  s ta le  ur ine and vomit . A th in emac iated boy 

wi th matted ha i r  and sk in l i ke parchment was t ied to a length of  copper p ip ing . 

He he ld a  smal l  bundle in  h i s  arms . His  scr awny l imbs covered wi th sores and 

br u ises  and he sat  in  h i s  own excrement .’

Page 207 – ‘The warden , rea l i z ing that  the boy looked ca lmer when the o ld man 

was by h im, le f t  h im to i t  and watched .’

Page 208 – ‘ I  ent  Wi l l ie ’

Page 218 ( in  the hosp i ta l )  ‘  “The boy ent  had a lot  of  lov in ’ ! ”

	

 “ I ’d  l i ke h im back wi th me ,” sa id Tom fi rmly.
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 “ I ’m fond of  the boy.” ’

Page 225 – ‘  “ I  k idnapped you ,” he sa id over h i s  shou lder and then he suddenly  

rea l i zed the enormity  of  what  he had done and he bur st  into laughter. “Yes , that ’s  

what  I  done boy. I  k idnapped you !” ’

	

 ‘  “ I  knew you ’d br ing h im back ,” Zach sa id f ierce ly, tear s  in  h i s  eyes .’

Chapter Eighteen: Recovery

Page 229 – ‘One n ight  he was so fever i sh Tom stayed by h i s  bed keeping watch .’

Page 231 – ‘  “They ’ l l  g i t  s t ronger. Remember…” but Wi l l  f in i shed the sentence for 

h im.

	

 “Ever yth in ’ has  i t s  own t ime ,” and he laughed .’ (Th is  quote shows how 

un i ted Wi l l  and Tom have become that  they can f in i sh each other ’s  sentences , and 

how strong Tom’s  vo ice i s  in  Wi l l ’s  mind) ‘ I t  was good to see Wi l l  smi le  aga in . I t  

made Tom fee l  l i ve ly, re juvenated…As Tom broke an egg into the f r y ing pan he 

s tar ted s ing ing . He too fe l t  re leased .’

Page 238 – ‘  “But  why d id you k idnap me then?”

	

 “They were go in ’ to put  you in  a  ch i ldren ’s  home . I  wanted you back here .”

	

 “Why?”

	

 “Why? Wel l ,” and in  an embar r assed manner he puf fed out  a  b i l low of  

smoke f rom h is  p ipe . “Because I ’m fond of  you , boy. That ’s  why. I  missed you ,”

(Wi l l ’s  response)

	

 “ I  love you ,” and instead of  the co ld fee l ing he imag ined would happen i f  he 

ut tered those words , he fe l t  a  wave of  warmth f looding into h i s  s tomach and 

through to h i s  chest , and he beamed. Mis ter  Tom’s  face became f lushed . He 

c leared h i s  throat .

	

 “ I  love you too, boy,” he gr unted . “And now I ’ l l  g i t  on wi th downsta i r s ,” and 

he d i sappeared qu ick ly  down the ladder.’

Page 243 – ‘As they walked home Wi l l  fe l t  suddenly  l i ghter. Tom had been r ight . 

He couldn ’ t  have g iven Tr udy what  she had needed. I t  wasn ’ t  h i s  fau l t  that  she had 
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died . He was s t i l l  saddened by her death but  the awfu l  respons ib i l i ty  that  had 

weighed so heav i ly  on h im had now l i f ted .’

Chapter Nineteen: The Sea, the Sea, the Sea!

(When they f i r s t  see the sea Wi l l  and Zach do the fo l lowing)

Page 245 – ‘F l ing ing the i r  b icyc les  into the hedgerows they leapt  and pr anced 

about wav ing the i r  arms in  the a i r  and ye l l ing at  the tops of  the i r  vo ices , and 

when suddenly  Wi l l  and Zach rea l i zed that  Tom was danc ing too, they c lutched 

the i r  s tomachs and laughed hyster ica l ly  t i l l  the tear s  ro l led down the i r  cheeks .’

Page 247 -  ‘Wi l l  had imag ined that  the sea would ter r i fy  and engu l f  h im but 

ins tead he fe l t  surpr i s ing ly  ca lm. I t  seemed as  i f  h i s  mind had suddenly  opened 

and a l l  h i s  wor r ies , pa in fu l  memor ies  and fear s  were f looding to the sur face and 

dr i f t ing away.’

Chapter Twenty: Spooky Cott

Where Wi l l  i s  the br avest  one to approach the supposedly  haunted cottage , 

meets  an ar t i s t  who te l l s  h im he has a  g i f t  – exc i ted Wi l l  goes home to f ind a 

pol iceman, psycholog i s t , soc ia l  wor ker and the London ARP warden in  the house . 

Wi l l  i s  def iant  about ta lk  of  h im leav ing – he i s  not  the boy he was at  the 

beg inn ing of  the s tor y.

Page 270 – ‘  “When you k idnap someone you usua l ly  want a  r ansom. There ent  no 

one in  the wor ld who’d pay a r ansom for  me ,” and he g lanced at  Tom, “except 

Mister  Tom perhaps and he ’s  the one that ’s  supposed to have k idnapped me . Wel l , 

I  reckon I  weren ’ t  k idnapped. I  reckon I  was rescued .” ’

Tom is  to ld he can adopt Wi l l :

Page 273 – ‘ In  an instant  i t  suddenly  dawned on h im that  Wi l l  would be growing 

up wi th h im. With a great  ye l l  o f  joy he leapt  up f rom the armcha i r.

	

 Wil l  threw h is  arms around h im and together they danced and cavor ted 

across  the room shout ing and ye l l ing whi le  Sammy whir led around the i r  ank les  

chas ing h i s  ta i l  and bar k ing in  lunat ic  fash ion .’

English Notes 7B                                                                                                                                             17



Chapter Twenty – One: Back to School`

Zach ins i s t s  on go ing home for  the weekend to see h i s  in jured father, Wi l l ’s  10 th 

b i r thday and Zach d ies  in  the bombing .

Page 279 – ‘The h igh spot of  the par ty, however, was when ever yone swarmed 

round the cottage screaming hyster ica l ly  and h id ing f rom Tom who was chas ing 

them and pretending to be a monster  at  the same t ime .’

Chapter Twenty-Two: Grieving

Page 282 -  ‘  “ I  ent  got  anyth ing le f t  ins ide me ,” Wi l l  would say repeated ly, for  he 

fe l t  that  ha l f  o f  h imse l f  had been cut  away, that  l i fe  wi thout Zach was on ly  ha l f  a  

l i fe  and even that  ha l f  was empty.’

Page 289 – a f ter  confront ing Zach ’s  death and h i s  anger at  i t , Wi l l  fa l l s  as leep in  

the f reez ing woods , on ar r iv ing home he says : ‘  “ I ’m sor r y, Dad.”…It  wasn ’ t  unt i l  

Wi l l  was as leep and Tom was ly ing in  h i s  own bed that  he a l lowed the fu l l  impact  

of  Wi l l ’s  words to s ink in .

	

 “He ca l led me Dad,” he whispered croak i ly  into the dar kness . “He ca l led me 

Dad.” And, a l though he fe l t  overwhelmed with happiness , the tear s  r an s i lent ly  

down h is  face .’

Wi l l  has  come to gr ips  wi th Zach ’s  death and so happi ly  wear s  Zach ’s  o ld th ings  

and even bunks school  to teach h imse l f  how to r ide Zach ’s  b ike .

Page 291 – ‘Undaunted , he c lambered back on aga in and each t ime he swer ved 

and fe l l , he on ly  grew more determined .’… ‘He could hear  h i s  Dad’s  words over 

and over aga in ins ide h i s  head . “Takes yer  t ime , ever yth in ’ ‘ as  i t s  own t ime” ’

‘As he rode , h i s  coat  f l app ing beh ind h im, the cr i sp wind cool ing h i s  face , he 

suddenly  fe l t  that  Zach was no longer bes ide h im, he was ins ide h im and ver y 

much a l ive . The numbness in  h i s  body had d isso lved into exh i lar at ion .’

Page 294 – ‘Dur ing the weeks that  fo l lowed the b icyc le-r id ing inc ident  ever yone 

not iced a dr amat ic  change in  Wi l l…’ (Wi l l  asks  to cast  as  Capta in Hook in  the 

p lay a  ver y f lamboyant  ro le but  Wi l l  i s  behav ing l i ke th i s )  ‘ I t  was so obv ious that  
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the aud ience loved Wi l l , that  when sever a l  o f  the ch i ldren pushed h im forward to 

take a separ ate bow the ha l l  er upted into cheer s .

	

 Tom was ter r ibly  proud of  h im but  then he had been for  a  long t ime .’

Wi l l  rea l i ses  that  … ‘ the Zach par t  of  h imse l f , the outgo ing , cheeky par t  of  

h imse l f , had been bur ied ins ide h im and i t  was h i s  f r iendsh ip wi th Zach that  had 

brought  those qua l i t ies  to the sur face .’

Chapter Twenty-Three: Postscript

Wil l  he lps  Car r ie  come to terms with Zach ’s  death . Wi l l  rea l i ses  how much he has 

changed… READ PAGE 303 and 304 note how Wi l l  has  changed s ince the 

inc idents  wi th the peg , the fear  of  Sammy, the age of  Tom…Wil l  i s  growing .
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