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SHIRA RICHTER SAYS:

MAY 24, 2015 AT 1:58 AM

Thank you for shedding more light on the development of this subject. I agree with

all the comments here. I think it’s a fundamental subject which goes bone deep. I’m

from Israel and do visual performance lectures around the theme “Hot Potato called

Mama”. http://forward.com/sisterhood/306223/what-happens-when-an-artist-

becomes-a-mother/.

REPLY

M SAYS:

MAY 23, 2015 AT 12:41 PM

A good article. I am reminded of a friend who figured she could just stick her kid in a

stroller and make her work. Then reality hit and she became a full time mother. Not

REPLY
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everyone is good at juggling career and mom-hood. It could be a concentration or a

time management issue, or any of a number of reasons. But here’s another great big

reason: NOT ALL women WANT children. Why do we still have to come up with any

other reason than that? While an article like this might encourage more breeding

among artists, it might also make others feel guilty for not putting themselves

through motherhood. The more of those there are, the more business for the shrinks

for them and their kids.

JACKIE SAYS:

MAY 22, 2015 AT 9:00 PM

I think showing artist as mothers is a huge and wonderful step forward. I think using

motherhood as a subject for ones art diminishes the seriousness of the work. I know

this comment will be controversial but I am stating it in an effort to understand my

own reaction. Being a mother is only one of the many roles we women must fulfill. I

try to use all that I am to create my work not just one piece.

REPLY

JIM MAYFIELD SAYS:

MAY 22, 2015 AT 5:21 PM

Interesting article. You don’t need someone else’s judgement for doing what you do

or their parameters for how you should do it. Artist’s subjects come to them at

different times and in different ways. Exploring the moment is your expression. That

is ART!

REPLY

SUSAN EVANS GROVE SAYS:

MAY 22, 2015 AT 3:53 PM

Thanks for putting focus on this. It’s a fascinating and complex issue that I’ve been

exploring with my project “Thou Art Mom” http://www.thouartmom.com

There are the very real economics of it (with women making less per piece than their

male counterparts and less sales since collectors are more often men) but also the

fear of perception. Women are made to feel they need to hide the fact of their

motherhood so they’ll be taken seriously. One of my subjects said she felt as if she’s

been outed.

REPLY

LEAH SAYS:

MAY 22, 2015 AT 8:00 AM

Why are we(women) so ccritical and hard on ourselves?

REPLY
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Enter  your  comment  here...

We take so much from all directions, and I have even seen us turn on one another!
Let’s just accept that we are more than capable of everything and anything.
As s health professional, as well as mother, potter, muralist, oil painter, lithographer,
I manage to do what I do in a way that I feel I can. Frustrating at times when I am
pulled out of my art life for “other” things.
Everyone is everything. We must choose which thing we want to be and when –
leaving judgement out of the equation.

MARTINB SAYS:
MAY 22, 2015 AT 1:32 AM

Most individuals are complicated beings. That goes more so for artists and creative
people. What works for one person may or may not work for another. Some people
can write a novel or paint a masterpiece working 9 to 5. Others stay up for weeks or
months until their creation is completed, subsisting on cat naps, raman noodles,
beer and coffee.

REPLY

MARY TRUNK SAYS:
MAY 21, 2015 AT 7:06 PM

Thank you for writing this article. It’s refreshing to hear from mothers who are also
artists – without apologizing for it. I made a documentary film about mother/artists
where I followed four women for more than seven years. It’s called Lost In Living.
Here’s a link to two trailers: https://vimeo.com/18889761,
https://vimeo.com/73727995. (www.maandpafilms.com/lostinliving) Hope you
enjoy. Thanks again. -Mary Trunk

REPLY
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