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The Video

Who needs a website? 
If you have a business, you should have a website. 

A website is more than just an online hub to sell your products from—it’s about having an 
online presence. Having a website: 

➡ Makes a good first impression. 

➡ Allows you to be found, heard, and seen online—even if you’re a brick-and-mortar 
business. 

➡ That is well-designed and has good content will draw in new leads and customers. 

➡ Adds credibility. 

Most consumers search online before making a purchase. So if you don’t have a website, 
you’re less likely to get quality customers. 

Now, if you already have a website and aren’t seeing any results, there are a few things that will 
keep your site off the Google search radar: 

➡ Your website contains poor content or is out-dated. 

➡ Your website is not mobile-friendly. 

➡ Your website is static—you don’t blog or add any new updates or content. 

➡ You don’t promote your website. 

➡ You’re a direct seller who relies on the crappy (sorry) sales-oriented site from your 
Company.

➡ Overview of what we’re going to 
be doing for the next 7 days 

➡ Introduction to the Squarespace 
Platform 

➡ Why I chose Squarespace for my 
business 

➡ What you can expect to spend 
before the end of the course



© Sara Eatherton-Goff  »  #OneWeekWebsite | Page 8

The CMS Platform 
Nowadays, there’s no excuse to not have a website. If you can’t afford to spend $50 to 
$300 a year on an income-generating website, the problem you’re having is not in the 
website.  

But this course isn’t about business execution. 

It’s about creating your very own website for less than $500 a year. 

Now don’t start convulsing because I said $500, okay? 

CMS (Content Management Systems) have revolutionized do-it-yourself websites. And 
there are so many options out there for you to try. Of course, I have a favorite with a 
laundry list of why I know it’s the best, but there are other systems out there that I want 
you to be aware of. 

Although this course is being taught using only one. 

There are probably thousands of CMS platforms available, so I won’t go into a list. But I 
will list my top three “anyone can figure out how to use them” platforms. 

Wordpress.org (not .com) 
+ Pros 

    - (Probably) millions of options for templates 
    - Open Source (free for the most part) 
    - Great for bloggers and sites geared toward  
       blogging (only) 

— Cons 

    - Heavy reliance on plug-ins (the more  
      plug-ins, the more site bloat, bugs, and  

                                                                                        hack-ability) 
    - If you don’t keep it updated (which is necessary often) you will get hacked 
    - Buggy and even mobile-friendly templates don’t always “work”, booting you out of Google 
    - There are thousands upon millions of templates—too much 
    - Can be very complicated to use for someone with or without coding ability 
    - Potential for lots of hidden fees (hosting, template fee, etc.) 

Note: I’m all for “Open Source”, however when it comes to CMS’s, open source somehow ends up 
equalling problems with your host over plug-ins killing bandwidth, etc.. Plus getting hacked and specific 
things (or everything) breaking with each update you have to do yourself. 

http://wordpress.org
http://wordpress.org
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Wix.com 
+ Pros 

    - (Probably) thousands of options for  
       templates 
    - Open Source (free for the most part) 
    - Very easy to use 
    - Features “drag and drop” editing—simple 
    - 24/7 customer support 

- A free option 
- Offers a Wix App Market (additional fee) 
- Includes hosting 

— Cons 

    - Minimal flexibility 
    - Needs the use of external widgets (plug-ins) for many specific functions—slows down load  
      times, buggy 
    - Whatever theme you start with, you have to stick with—you cannot change themes and   
      carry over content. You have to recreate your site from zero if you ever want to change it 
    - You cannot access site source code—to make specific coded design changes, you’re, well  
      shit-out-of-luck 

 
Squarespace.com 
+ Pros 

    - 28+ template options 
    - Low-monthly fee with a 14-day, no-obligation  
      free trial 
    - Very easy to use 
    - Feature-rich + source code adding and  
      editing 

  - Features “drag and drop” editing—simple 
    - 24/7 customer support 

    - Includes hosting 
    - Includes eCommerce, portfolio, albums, and more 
    - Offers tutorials, live chat, email support, answers forum, workshops, and more 
    - Free domain name 
 
— Cons  
    - No free option 
    - You cannot duplicate a full site to share without switching to “Developer Mode” 
    - Slight learning curve—but once you know, it’s easy

http://Wix.com
http://Squarespace.com
http://Wix.com
http://Squarespace.com
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Why I Chose Squarespace 
I chose Squarespace before their user-experience was substantially heightened in their 
2014 Squarespace 7 update.  They added several new templates, added “drag and drop” 
editing capabilities so you can literally edit your website as you’d see it live, and more. 

My husband actually turned me onto Squarespace.  

He’s a software/hardware engineer, so much of what he tells me in the tech industry I 
listen to with open ears. 

But, I’m still overly conscientious, so of course I had to search online for every piece of 
unbiased information I could find.  

And with all the diehard Wordpress-ites out there, it was definitely hard to weed 
through the sludge of bias. 

At the time Wix was, well, garbage. Cheap-looking and lacked serious functionality. Wix 
has definitely come up in the CMS world, but it still didn’t compare. 

For the same reason I choose Apple products, I want things to be so simple and clean 
that my pre-adolescent children can pick it up and figure it out in a couple of minutes.  

I want a CMS to be: 

➡ Simple. 
➡ Elegant. 
➡ Easy to use and understand. 
➡ Not free—free -offering CMS’ are bogged down with their free and paying users 

occupying the same help channels. If I’m going to pay for something (which even 
professional websites on Wix or Wordpress have to pay in some way), I want to be 
helped quickly. 

➡ Great customer service, online forums, and more. 
➡ Not too many options, but full flexibility and range of control (if I want it later) 
➡ Classy-looking from the start—I don’t want to have to weed too much even in the 

template phase. The cleaner it is, the easier it is to customize and figure out. 
➡ If I’m in the mood for a different theme (like, a parallax scroll from a standard), I want 

to be able to change it with only minor tweaks—not remake all my content. 

Herein started my Squarespace love affair. 

And Squarespace is what we’ll be using to create your gorgeous and effective new 
website on.
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The Squarespace Forecast 
Okay, we’re now going to put a realistic perspective on this. 

If you hired a designer, you can expect to pay anywhere from $1,200 to $5,400 for the 
designer to create your website using a CMS. This does not include hosting fees and any 
other additional fees you acquire throughout the year. 

We’re building our website on Squarespace CMS, which includes hosting and a free 
domain name for the first year—although it’ll cost you $20 per year thereafter (I’ll hook 
you up, no worries). 

I just want to say one thing. 

Please, Dear Lord, please, do not, I repeat, DO NOT use GoDaddy! Please.  

They weren’t the single-handed reason why I stopped building websites, however 
working with them did not convince me to continue, that’s for sure. 

If you don’t trust me enough to take my word for it, here are some first page Google 
links you can read up on: 

1| https://karveldigital.com/why-i-dont-use-godaddy-you-shouldnt-either/ 

2| http://www.forbes.com/sites/kellyclay/2012/09/10/5-reasons-you-should-leave-godaddy-
and-how/ 

3| http://thetechreviewer.com/tech-tips/reasons-why-you-should-not-use-godaddy-for-your-
websites-needs/ 

4| http://chriseggleston.com/wordpress-hosting-why-not-godaddy/ 

5| And simply: http://antigodaddy.com/ 

Oh, there’s more. But this course isn’t an Anti-GoDaddy movement. 

In terms of your website, let’s start at what you can expect to pay per year (keep in mind 
that I go for quality and value over penny-saving):  

➡ Domain name                                      $10 - 40/year  (average $15)—or FREE w/ SS7 
➡ (Professional) Email Address             $20/year 
➡ CMS (includes site hosting)                $96 - 360/year or starts at $12/month-to- 

                                                                month 

Assuming you’re creating a less-than-20-page site to start, you can expect 
to pay $32+ upon completion of this course out of the above fees.

https://karveldigital.com/why-i-dont-use-godaddy-you-shouldnt-either/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kellyclay/2012/09/10/5-reasons-you-should-leave-godaddy-and-how/
http://thetechreviewer.com/tech-tips/reasons-why-you-should-not-use-godaddy-for-your-websites-needs/
http://chriseggleston.com/wordpress-hosting-why-not-godaddy/
http://antigodaddy.com/
https://karveldigital.com/why-i-dont-use-godaddy-you-shouldnt-either/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kellyclay/2012/09/10/5-reasons-you-should-leave-godaddy-and-how/
http://thetechreviewer.com/tech-tips/reasons-why-you-should-not-use-godaddy-for-your-websites-needs/
http://chriseggleston.com/wordpress-hosting-why-not-godaddy/
http://antigodaddy.com/

