
Fourth Sunday in Lent 2015 

 

LITURGY FOR WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 

March 15, 2015 

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy."  
 

 

Centering Ourselves https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hXIyOnkYk4 

 

Singing Together  Grant Us Wisdom to Perceive You #510 

 tune: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fn6xd-Dubeg 

 

1. Grant us wisdom to perceive you, hearts awakened to receive you, 

minds alert to thoughts that grieve you, God of mercy hear us. 

 

2. Grant us faithfulness in praying, strength to keep our soul from straying, 

sense to cease from disobeying, God of mercy hear us. 

 

3. Grant us diligence in doing, patience when your truth pursuing, 

eager to receive renewing; God of mercy hear us. 

 

4. Grant us courage to proclaim you; Savior of our lives we name you! 

May our actions never shame you; God of mercy hear us. 

 
Pastor: Blessed Are The Merciful 

Tania Runyan 

Amish schoolhouse shooting, Nickel Mines, PA 

  

I didn’t trust their forgiveness. 

 

Before the blood cooled on the schoolhouse floor 

they held the killer’s widow in their arms, 

 

raised money for his children, 

lined his grave site with a row of patient horses. 

 

Somewhere in town there had to be a father 

splitting a trunk and imagining the crush 

 

of the murderer’s skull. There had to be a mother 

hurling a Bible at the wall that received her prayers. 

 

Or is it just the flash and noise of my own life 

that primes me for anger? Does scrolling 
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through playlists in traffic fill the spaces 

in my mind reserved for grace? 

 

Forgiveness requires imagination. 

Eye for an eye is efficient. 

... 

Two sisters begged to be shot first 

to spare the others. 

 

He shot them first. Then the rest. 

One child with twenty-four bullets. 

 

Perhaps they know something I don’t, 

something to do with the morning rising 

 

over an open field. The fathers receive 

the meadowlark, the swallowtail, 

 

the good corn rising into the fog. 

The mothers ride their carriages into town, 

 

accepting the rumbles of the stony road, 

tripping into the rough hands of God. 

 

LEADER: Lord God, we thank you for the values of your upside-down kingdom. 

ALL: And we thank you for Jesus who shows us how to live them out. 

LEADER: When we are faint-hearted in following you, strengthen us. 

ALL: Give us courage to follow you into hard and dark places,  

LEADER: knowing that you will lead us out the other side  

ALL: and call us 'Blessed.' 

God in Community, Servant of All, hear us as we pray in unity this day: 
(insert Lord’s Prayer) 

 

Singing Together Bread of the World In Mercy Broken 
 tune: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAK5Frln1l0 

 

Listening for God Matthew 5:1-16 (Message) 

 

When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside. Those who 

were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him. Arriving at a quiet place, he sat 

down and taught his climbing companions. This is what he said: 
3 

 “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is 

more of God and his rule. 
4 

 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then 

can you be embraced by the One most dear to you. 
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5 

 “You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no more, no less. 

That’s the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be bought. 
6 

 “You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food and 

drink in the best meal you’ll ever eat. 
7 

 “You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find 

yourselves cared for. 
8 

 “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put 

right. Then you can see God in the outside world. 
9 

 “You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of 

compete or fight. That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place in God’s 

family. 
10 

 “You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The 

persecution drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom. 
11–12 

 “Not only that—count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or 

throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit me. What it means is that the truth is too 

close for comfort and they are uncomfortable. You can be glad when that happens—give a 

cheer, even!—for though they don’t like it, I do! And all heaven applauds. And know that 

you are in good company. My prophets and witnesses have always gotten into this kind of 

trouble. 
13 

 “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings 

out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? 

You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage. 
14–16 

 “Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-

colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as 

a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a 

bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on 

a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to 

others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.
1
 

 

"Mercy!" 

http://stjohnsuccgr.org/join-us/worship/sermons/2015/3/15/sermon-mercy 

 

Making Confession 
  

LEADER: We are a faithful people trying to live mercifully: 

ALL: Balancing judgment and compassion, 

meeting wrongdoing with neither hostility or apathy, 

overcoming evil with good. 

We long to be caught up in your current of grace.   

Pastor: Jesus says to us: Blessed are you who are merciful, for you will receive mercy. 

                                                 
1
 Peterson, E. H. (2005). The Message: the Bible in contemporary language (Mt 5). Colorado 

Springs, CO: NavPress. 
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Congratulations for giving others what's needed for their fuller experience of life. 

O the gladness that comes when we forgive others as generously as we have been 

forgiven by God. 

In those moments we can trust a harvest of mercy from God and from others as 

bountiful as our sowing has been generous. 

 

As we sing you are invited to take some Amish Friendship Bread (baked, starter, 

& recipe). 

 

As we sing you are invited to the table to give your offering,  

and to receive a token of our time together  

as a reminder that mercy is for giving and receiving. 

 

Bless the Lord, My Soul 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4Svh-9ohg4 

 

Reconciling Ourselves  
LEADER: So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother 

or sister has something against you,
 
leave your gift there before the altar and go; 

first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.
2
 

ALL: In response to Christ's command, we reach out to one another in love, 

sharing a sign of Christ's peace together. 

 

We welcome one another to the Table with a sign of peace. 
 

The anthem calls us back to our seats. 

 

When Jesus Wept 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahRyAZZ1qCQ 
 

 

We Join the Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor: As we step toward the mercy to which Jesus calls us, God offers us a feast. Broken 

bread brings us wholeness. Wine poured out fills us with hope. Here God's grace 

meets our deepest needs. Whoever you are and wherever you are on life's journey, 

this feast is for you.  

 

(Singing:) The Lord be with you! 

 

ALL SING: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

                                                 
2
 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Mt 5:23–24). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson Publishers. 
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ALL: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor: Among friends gathered around a table, Jesus took bread and having blessed it, he 

broke the bread and gave it to his disciples saying, "This is my body broken for 

you." 

 

In the same way Jesus poured wine into a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to 

his friends at table saying, "Drink of it all of you. This cup is a new relationship 

with God, sealed with my blood which is poured out for the forgiveness of your 

sins.  

 

God our Creator, it is fitting that we offer you our praise at all times and in all 

circumstances. For you shower us with mercy in abundance. When we broke your 

heart by choosing our desires over your dreams for us, you did not turn away from 

us, but offered us Jesus as the Way to turn toward you again. 

 

And so we offer you the living sacrifice of ourselves, and a sacrifice of praise as 

we recall Jesus' self-sacrifice for us: 

ALL: Holy, Holy, Holy, God of all power and might: heaven and earth are full of 

your glory! Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name 

of our God. Hosanna in the highest! NCH #794 

Pastor: Jesus, as we do now what you did in an upstairs room, breathe your Spirit upon 

this bread and wine, that they may be heaven's food and drink for us: renewing, 

sustaining, and making us whole. As the bread and wine which we now eat and 

drink are transformed into us, we may be transformed into your Body on earth, 

loving and caring in the world. Amen.  
 

(Singing accompanies the distribution of the bread and wine.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAyHhFjx4PM 

 

When worshipping in community, we circle the Table in small groups,  

and serve one another the bread and wine. 

 

Praying Together  
 

List prayer needs here. 

 

Departing 
 

Leader: Shield us God with your crook and your staff. 

ALL: Bring us safely home. 

Leader: Guide us God with your truth and your goodness. 

ALL: Bring us safely home. 

Leader: Encourage us God with your oil and your kindness. 

ALL: Bring us safely home. 
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LEADER: Shepherd us God walking with us always. 

ALL: Bring us safely home. 

Pastor: Pastor offers a blessing to those departing. 

 

Singing Together There's a Wideness in God's Mercy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHVar9-FdsQ 

 

There's a wideness in God's mercy like the wideness of the sea; 

there's a kindness in his justice, which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than in heaven; 

there is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment given. 

 

For the love of God is broader than the measure of man's mind; 

and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God's word; 

and our lives would show thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord. 
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