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Mark You Calendars!

October 8th, 2011 

41st Annual Awards Night.

During the day from 9-2 pm we will be 

conducting community programs that 

will include Rock Climbing, Kayaking, 

Beginner GeoCashing Course and much 

more.

Beginning at 7pm on the Anderson 

Center Lower Lawn we will celebrate the 

achievements of our students over the 

past year.  It will be an evening of 

stories, pictures and it will all be under 

the stars.  Bring your lawn chair, 

blanket and plan to join us.  

All events on October 8th are free and 

open to the public.  Contact the ELC 

with any questions.

ELC Strategic Planning

Planning is brining the future 

into the present so you can do 

something about it now!

This fall the ELC will develop and conduct 

a strategic planning session.  Whenever 

we head out on a trip we bring a map and 

compass.  A strategic plan serves the 

same role for the organization.  It helps 

us understand where we are and where 

we need to go to ultimately reach our 

goal.  For this plan to be complete and  

worthwhile we need your support.  In the 

near future I will be putting together a 

strategic planning team of about twelve 

people that will represent the various 

stakeholders of the ELC. 

We will meet from 6-8 pm 

on the following dates:

October 13, 18, 27, November 1, and 10  

If you would be interested in helping the 

ELC chart its course into the future 

please contact Jason at the ELC. 

Give to the Max Day

Last year the ELC saw a huge outpouring of 

support on Give to the Max Day!  We want 

to thank everyone who gave during this 

campaign.  Because of your support we 

have been able to make a number of 

equipment and program improvements.   

This year Give to the Max Day is November 

16th.  We will continue to get the word out, 

but it is our hope that you will mark this 

day down and once again show your 

support for the Red Wing ELC.

Thank You!

In case you have not 

yet heard, Cyndi 

Reese has decided to 

move on to other 

opportunities.  

Cyndi has been with us for a number of 

years and has help move the ELC 

forward.  We want to thank Cyndi for all 

she has done and meant to the ELC.  

We wish her the very best! 



Entry Level programs are introductory activities that allow 

students to try a program and be introduced to interesting natural 

areas in the Red Wing area.  A participant MUST complete the 

entry level programs before being allowed to participate in 

corresponding seasonal core programs.

EXPLORE AND CAMPING SKILLS Fee: $50.00

Min Age: Grade 6

IMPORTANT!  Prerequisite for ALL core programs.

This activity exposes ELC participants to a great local 

resource for outdoor adventure–Hay Creek State Hardwood 

Forest. Students will learn important ELC skills:  Tents and 

tarps, fire and food, preparation and packing.  

Date (Choose one group)

ALL AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS MEET AT TBMS TENNIS COURTS DIRECTLY 

AFTER SCHOOL IS LET OUT.  OUR ELC VAN WILL BE WAITING THERE FOR YOU.

Activity / Times Group 1 Group 2 Group 3

Orientation/Skills: 

2:40pm– 6pm

Sept 7 Sept 22 Oct 20

Overnight:

3pm – 3pm 

Sept 9-10 Sept 23-24 Oct 21-22

ROCK CLIMBING INTRODUCTION Fee:  $25.00

Minimum Age:  6th Grade

This is a half day activity that is conducted at Barn

Bluff.  It is an opportunity to experience Rock Climbing.

Topics covered include the history of Barn Bluff, climbing

techniques and rock climbing safety.

Date:  September 28, 2:30-6pm

ELC Fall Registration

DEADLINE:  August 19

Email  (preferred):  

rwelcoffice@gmail.com

Or call 388-7339

Please indicate 1st, 2nd, 3rd choices
after the 19th, you will be placed on a waiting list!

Parent Informational Meeting

November 3rd

7:00 to 8:00 pm

Required for new parents 

Students Welcome

This meeting is required for all parents 

whose students are taking ELC programs 

and have not attended a previous meeting.  

The financial assistance program will be 

explained at this meeting.

ENTRY LEVEL PROGRAMS 

ENTRY LEVEL PROGRAMS CONTINUED 

CANOEING INTRO Fee:  $25.00

Minimum Age: 6th Grade

This activity introduces participants to canoeing 

techniques in the backwaters of the Mississippi. Students 

will learn safe canoeing habits as they paddle and enjoy 

the wildlife. 

Date: Sept 10, 9-3pm

mailto:rwelccyndi@gmail.com


Activity Date/Time

Orientation: Oct 12, 2:30-5pm

Skills Day Oct 15, 9-3pm

Trip:  Leave Oct 19 @ 6 am

Return Oct 24 @6pm

Wrap-up/Potluck Supper 

with parents/participants

Oct 27 6-7:30pm

CORE PROGRAMS CONTINUED

BACKPACKING LEVEL II Fee: $120.00

Minimum Age:  7th grade

Prerequisite:  Completion of Backpacking I and

completion of or enrollment in Explore and Camping skills:

This three day backpacking trip will take place in the 

Porcupine Wilderness Area.  Activities on

this trip include outdoor cookery, securing safe water,

proper clothing selection, wildlife observation, navigation

with map and compass and practicing low impact camping.

Activity Dates/Times

Orientation Sept 20, 2:30- 6pm

Trip: Leave Sept 23 @ 8 am

Return Sept 25 @ 4 pm

Wrap up potluck

with parents

Sept 28, 6-7:30pm

KAYAKING I  .           Fee: $60.00

Prerequisites: Explore the Belle Creek and Canoeing I

We will take sea kayaks and explore the backwaters of the 

Mississippi. We will start in Wabasha and head downriver 

through locks and dams and explore the abundant 

backwaters Activity / Times

Activity Date/Time

Orientation Sept 20 2:30-7:30pm

Skills Day Sept 21 2:30-7:30pm

Trip Leave Sept 23 @ 9 am 

Return Sept 25 @ 3pm

Activity / Times Group 1

Orientation/Skills:  2:30-5pm Sept 27

Skills 2:30 – 6:30pm Sept 29

Trip 9:00am* – 4:00pm Sept 30- Oct 1

BACKPACKING I Fee:  $60.00

Minimum Age:  6th grade

Prerequisites:  Completion of or enrollment in Explore and 

Camping skills.  NOTE:  Backpacking I is highly 

recommended for Winter Camping I.  Students miss one

day of school for this program. This is a two day 

backpacking trip through the Tiffany Wildlife area, near 

Pepin, WI.  Students will be introduced to general 

backpacking, camping and outdoor cookery.  Students will 

learn to identify wildlife, food planning and orienteering 

with a map and a compass.

BACKPACKING III Fee:  $250.00

Minimum Age:  9th grade

Prerequisites:  completion of Backpacking I and II

This trip will be on the Superior Hiking Trail.  Students

will spend six  days hiking the trail along the North Shore

Highlands, a unique and rugged landscape, adjacent to the

North Shore of Lake Superior.  This trail provides rocky 

overlooks, inland lakes, ponds and cascading rivers and 

streams.  We will leave from the Two Harbors cabin and 

practice low impact camping along the way.



ADULT PROGRAMS

YOUNG EXPLORERS

Unlike regular ELC registration, the Young Explorer and 

Adult programs ARE on a first come-first served basis.

Call or email to sign up.

PLAY BOATIN ON POTTERY POND Fee:  $25.00

Min Age 3-5th grade

Learn how to paddle our new play boat kayaks in Pottery 

Pond.  Fish, Hike and explore the area looking for frogs, 

sunfish and fun!

Sept 13 3:30-6:30pm

BB GUN SAFETY AND SHOOTING GALLERY

Fee: $ 25.00

Min Age 3-5th grade

Enjoy an evening of BB gun shooting and safety 

Instruction.  Students will the learn the importance of 

gun safety, shooting stance and practice on targets.

October 18 3:30-6pm

Community Education Class: “Follow the Bone” 

Deer Cutting

This class will teach you the basic skills to cut 

your own deer. Instructors will show you the proper care

of the deer – do the actual field dressing, skinning,

and cleaning of the carcass. New this year you will be 

shown where the thyroid glands are and show you how 

to avoid them and take them out – these are 

the glands the DNR are testing for CWD.

Included in the class is a new picture step book for 

quick reference. Bring a friend for FREE. The cost is 

for two people to attend, so bring your wife, friend or 

sibling with you to class for the same price.

This class will be held at ELC, but registration 

and payment  are through Community Education

October 11  7-9pm FEE: $43

ELECTIVE PROGRAMS

SNOWSHOE/ FURNITURE CONSTRUCTION

Min Age:  8th Grade

Fee: Varies depending upon project, contact ELC for 

pricing

Do you hate being trapped inside the house on winter 

days?   Well, come out to the ELC and build a pair of your 

own Ojibwa snowshoes, or snowshoe furniture.  

Snowshoes help you conserve energy, provide a relaxed 

outdoor exercise, and let you have fun 

with friends or by yourself.  For both we will be using a kit, 

so the frames are pre-bent, but you must do the most 

important part - the lacing.  We will also cover the history 

of snowshoes, usage tips and best practices..

November 3, 8, 11, 17 @ 2:30- 6pm

November 5, 12, 19 @ 9-3pm

HAY CREEK HABITAT IMPROVEMENT

Fee: 35.00 

We will be creating an opening and food plot for deer and 

turkey. We will be clearing out buckthorn and doing some 

timber stand management. We will set and monitor trail 

cameras to inventory our local wildlife population.

Sept. 15, 3- 5pm and Sept 17 from 9-3pm

TRAPPING Fee:  $50.00

Come walk a trap line. Participants will learn how to 

make basic sets along Wells Creek. Sets will be made for 

beaver, muskrats, and raccoon. If successful students 

will learn how to skin and prepare the pelts for market.

Group 1 Group 2

Nov 15 1-4pm Nov 18 3-6pm

Nov 16 3-6pm Nov 19 9-12pm

Activity Date/Time

Orientation/ Shooting Oct 6  2:30-6:30pm

3D League @ Hastings Oct 10 9-1pm

3D League @ Ellsworth Oct 12 2:30-6:30pm

3D League @ Ellsworth Oct 13 2:30-6:30pm

3D ARCHERY LEAGUE Fee:  $60.00

Prerequisite:  Completion of Basic Archery

Open to all students who have completed Basic Archery.  

Spend a week improving your accuracy and competing 

with peers as we visit 3 different 3D ranges in the area:  

Hastings, Ellsworth and Red Wing.

Activity Date:

Cabin Skills:  9-3pm Oct 10

Overnight: Leave 4:30pm –

Return 3:00pm

Parent Lunch @ Noon on the 

15th             

Oct 14-15

PIONEERING Fee:  60.00

Minimum Age:  6th grade

Participants spend an overnight in a unique log cabin

built by former ELC students in Hay Creek.  Time is spent 

learning outdoor cookery and pioneering skills.



 

We would like to thank the Red Wing Shoe Foundation for their generosity and 

support.  For 41 years this foundation has provided us with the opportunity to 

offer outdoor learning and adventure to the youth of the Red Wing area. 
We also wish to thank the following people and businesses that have given us to the ELC 

financial or in kind gifts this past year.  We couldn’t do it without all the generous support 

that we receive.  Whether it is time, financial support, gifts in kind, use of land or shuttles, 

we appreciate all your support!  We sincerely apologize if anyone was inadvertently left out. 
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Achen, Chap and Benjie 

Albrecht, Arlin and Marilyn 

Anderson Center 

Anderson, David and                              

   Gretchen 

Ause, Bruce and Kathy 

Baird, Madeline 

Bartlett, Darwin and Mardell 

Bayley, Doug and Lisa 

Beckman, Jon and Anne 

Beckner, Bruce and Sheila 

Bergner, Jeanne 

Betcher, Hannah 

Betcher, Sam 

Betcher, Steve and Sue 

Birk-Betcher, Julie 

Bjorklund, Duane and Kathy 

Bloomquist, Steve and 

 Bonnie 

Blue, Suzanne 

Bluhm, Dennis and Diane 

Boldt, Gloria 

Borgen, Dave 

Braschler, Bob and Nancy 

Brown, Charlie and Lynn 

Brunner, Karl and Ruth 

Busch, Marty and Sue 

Caneff, Tamara 

Capital Safety 

Carter, George and 

 Margaret 

Chalmers, David and Kim 

Chowen, Matt 

Christensen, Alex 

Christensen, Mike and Kay 

Christenson, Paul and Lois 

Conklin, Roland and Marilyn 

Cooper, Douglas 

Cooper, Mark 

Cyr, Ed and Mary 

Dahlberg, Gail 

Danielson, Scott and Peggy 

Danielson, Tom and Dorothy 

Dech, Phil and Linda 

Degener, Julie and Reed 

DeJong, David and Amy 

Dommer, Laan and Debbie 

Discovery Financial – 

 Doug Ritter 

Donkers, Margaret 

Drews, Palmer and 

 Bernadette 

Dummer, Glen and Donna 

Dyrstad, Marv and Joanell 

Edstrom, John and Sarah 

Eastlund, Cal and Berdell 

Elford, Brett and Faye 

Eldridge, Barbara 

Erickson Rietmann Roufs  

   and Kiecker 

Erickson, Tom and Emily 

Fairview 

Falk, Don and Nancy 

Ferrin, Frank and Mary Anne 

Fitschen, Patrick and Leigh 

Flueger Construction 

Flueger- Nevitt, Susan 

Flueger, Heather 

Foot, Bill and Becky 

Fosado/Drews, Denise 

Fosado, Maria 

Fritz, Randy 

Gadient, Tracy and Anita 

Gillmer, Richard and Kay 

Gillmer, Scott and Nancy 

Glander, Darold and Julie 

Goggin, Joseph and Barbara 

Grantman, Jim 

Grove, Mike and Kris 

Grunzke, David 

Grunzke, Shawn 

Guida, Eric 

Gustafson, Don and Joyce 

Haley, Barb 

Hallstrom’s 

Hedin, Robert and Carolyn 

Heilman, Dan and Barb 

Hemmah, Zach 

Hennessy, Mark 

Hearth and Home 

Hernlem, Ernest and 

 Marlene 

Hofer, Daisey 

Hove Metals 

Hovde, Dan and Wendy 

Hughes, Everett and 

 Shannan 

Insty Prints 

Jech, Jason and Jackie 

Jech, Jenna 

Jech, Marv and Jan 

Johnson, Alan and Cindy 

Johnson, Brian and Koleen 

Johnson, Elise 

Johnson, Jeff 

Jones Family Foundation 

Jones, Scott and Anne 

Kanter, Judy 

Kern, John and Lynda 

Key, John and Kim 



 

Kuehl, Kathleen 

Kvansnicka, Stephanie 

Larkin, Tom and Clare 

Larson, Jack 

Leise, Gene and Jeanette 

Lee, Julie 

Leise, Joe 

Lewis, Dave and Nikki 

Lewis, Bob and Marge 

Lidahl, Tom and Deb 

Luhman, Robert and Sandra 

Lundberg, Robert 

Lunde, Beth Ann 

Mahn Family Funeral  

 Homes 

Marshall, Jamie 

Marshall, Paula 

Marty, Dale 

Marty, Lisa 

Marty, Sharon 

McKim, Tim and Rhonda 

McNairy, Phil and Linda 

Meagher, Rebecca 

Mehrkens, Jill 

Mehrkens, Kyle 

Mettling, Bill and Bonnie 

Merchants Bank 

Murphy, Mike 

Mjolsness, Daniel and 

 Beverly 

Mollgaard, Rick and Neela 

Moore, Jinny 

Nagel, Brad and Martha 

Neibeling, Linda 

Nelson, Charley and 

Maureen 

Nelson, Chad and Amy 

Nelson, Lin 

Nelson, Teresa 

Nemanich, George and 

 Mary 

Neufeldt Industrial Services 

Neufeldt, Roy and Norma 

Nordby, Tom and Marlene 

Nybo and Associates 

O’Keefe, Steve and Elaine 

Olson, Mary 

Olson, Paul and Crystal 

Ottman, Steve 

Peterson, Brian and Joyce 

Place, Andrew 

Place, Bruce and Lanette 

Pletcher, Jeanette and Mark 

Poss, Tony 

Quandt, Tyler and Audra 

Raymond, Jillynne 

Red Wing Wildlife League 

Red Wing Implement 

Renschen, Tom and Jean 

Richardson, Charles and 

 Susan 

Riester, Vicky and Steve 

Rietmann, Gene and Jane 

Riley, David and Christine 

Ritter, Doug and Mona 

Roberts, Ken and Patti 

Roskam, Mary 

Rocky Mountain Elk 

 Foundation 

Rother, Craig and Lori 

Rutledge, Robb and Jane 

Ryan, Graham 

Ryan, Bob and Carol 

Red Wing Ace Hardware 

Red Wing Area Fund 

Red Wing Chevrolet 

Reese, Charlie and Cyndi 

Rietmann, Gene 

Riley, David and Christine 

River Valley Power and 

 Sports 

Scheller, Larry and Judy 

Schlauderaff, Betha 

Schmidt, Daniel 

Schmidt, Jane 

Schmidt, Joel and Kelly 

Schmidt, Mike 

Schnaith, Eric and Leah 

Schneider, Thomas 

Schulthess, Bruce and Beth 

Sekus, Perry and Melissa 

Seton, Jo 

Sigler, Jeff 

Sletten, Tim and Becky 

Smith Doug and Cyndi 

Sonju, Larry 

Sonju, Traci and Jeff 

Sperlak, Jean 

Stegora, Steve and Terri 

Stinson, Sarah 

Streff, Steve and Holli  

Swanson, David and Joyce 

Terhuly Foundation 

Tesdall, Ronald and Marian 

Thomson West 

Tieskoetter, Pat 

Tift, Sam 

Tittle, Barbara 

Tittle, John 

Toegel, Pat and Kris 

Tollison, Paul and Joanne 

United Way 

Vaillant, Dennis and Lynn 

Varnorny, Mary 

Vogel, Marjorie 

Vukovich, Sarah 

Walsh, John and Sheila 

Warfel, Jeff 

Warrington, Chris 

Warrington, Mark and Ann 

Wells, William and Jerri 

Wildenborg, Pete and Anne 

Wolner, Peggy 

Wolters, Tom and Julie 

Wronski, Brad 

Xcel Energy 

Youth Outreach 

Zibble Family 

 



Environmental Learning Center
Jason Jech –Executive Director

rwelcjason@gmail.com

Brad Nagel –Field Instructor

rwelcbrad@gmail.com

Chad Nelson –Field Instructor

rwelcchad@gmail.com

ELC Office

rwelcoffice@gmail.com

Board of Directors
Kim Chalmers 

Gail Dahlberg 

Donna Dummer 

Sarah Edstrom 

Tracy Gadient 

Scott Gillmer 

Mike Grove 

Joe Leise 

David Lewis 

Lisa Marty 

Brian Peterson 

Tyler Quandt 

Tom Schneider 

Jo Seton 

ELC
5354 TowerviewDrive

Red Wing, MN 55066

651-388-7339

www.redwingelc.com
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Red Wing Environmental Learning Center

Bruce Ause Endowment Fund

Name:  

______________________________________

Maiden Name:  

______________________________________

Address:  

______________________________________

______________________________________

Phone Number:  ________________________

Contribution amount:  ___________________

In memory of:  _________________________

In honor of:  ___________________________

Please make checks payable to:

Environmental Learning Center Endowment Fund

Thank you for your support!

Pictured here, during our 40th Anniversary 

Celebration, is ELC Alumni Stephanie 

Kvansnicka with her daughter.  Proof that it is 

never too early to introduce young people to 

the great outdoors!

http://www.redwingelc.com/

