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DJANGO FAKEBOOK 2008 preface 

Hello music lovers! 
   Please enjoy my Django Fakebook 2008. Whether you call it ‘jazz manouche’, ‘gypsy swing’ or gypsy 
jazz’, its 70 years or so after this music’s heyday and it’s still going strong! This fakebook contains lots of 
the tunes that Django Reinhardt and Stephane Grappelli wrote and/or recorded – but it’s not limited to these 
songs. Part of my intent in doing this book was to expand the gypsy jazz repertoire, if not out there in the 
gypsy jazz community, then at least in my own band! I love this music, but I like to hear a little more variety 
during the course of a set or show. 
   Included are other French songs from the 1930’s and 1940’s from composers like Charles Trenet and 
performers like Edith Piaf. There are around two dozen waltzes by Tony Murena, Gus Viseur, Jo Privat, 
Boulou Ferre, Baro Ferret and others. Also represented are American composers from the period like 
Raymond Scott, Fats Waller, Irving Berlin and Duke Ellington. There are some ‘jazzy’ themes to TV shows, 
cartoons and movies from the past 70 years like Star Wars, The Muppet Show, The Wizard of Oz, The Little 
Rascals, The Third Man and Les Triplettes de Belleville. This 2nd edition of the Django Fakebook corrects 
most of the mistakes found in the 110 tune version from last year and adds 90 tunes for a total of 200 tunes! 
 
Some musical notes: 
   When Django and Stephane and friends played an American standard song, they usually only played a 
little of the melody and improvised the rest of the ‘head.’ This makes doing a Django Fakebook difficult, so 
I tend to write out the melody as the composer intended rather than write out the improvisation part – with 
some exceptions. I also changed some keys from the originals because I play with horn players: Django’s 
original band was a string band that played mostly in ‘sharp’ keys while horn players like to play in ‘flat’ 
keys. When Django bent a note, he always bent it a half step (most of us American gadjos, however, learned 
how to bend mostly in whole steps with our rock and roll upbringing). I notated these bends by notating the 
note to be bent from (usually, but not always). A note about fakebooks in general: they are great up to a 
point, but I’ll just say that you’ll almost never see a fakebook in front of a really good performer in this 
style. All these charts were done using Sibelius 3 music notation software.  
 
Some thanks:   
   This was all made possible because someone handed me a DVD with everything Django ever recorded! 
So a lot of these charts are transcribed from the original recordings - often from multiple takes. I also 
transcribed from the recordings of Bireli Lagrene, Jimmy Rosenberg, Tchavolo Schmitt, Henri Crolla, Baro 
Ferret, Matelo Ferret, Boulou and Elios Ferre, Romane, Moreno Winterstein, Angelo Debarre, Robin Nolan 
and Les Garcias (Ninine and Mondine) among others. I also used the Robin Nolan books, the Colin Cosmini 
books, the Mike Peters book, the Francois Ravez collection (!) and many other sources, both written and on 
the internet (such as YouTube and newsgroups). 
 
Some notes about printing this book: 
   Set your printer’s page scaling to ‘fit to printer margins’ or ‘reduce to printer margins’ when printing out 
this book due to my extreme margins on some of the charts. This book is one long PDF file that is laid out to 
be printed on both sides of the paper with the simple ‘Django Fakebook’ cover as the cover (so the two-page 
table of contents lays open starting with the inside cover). Burn the file on a disc and take it to your local 
copy shop and it will cost around $25 to print and bind it. 
 
   I have never made any money on this book in any way and I never intend to. It is my intention to share it 
for educational purposes only. It is my understanding that sharing this book for educational purposes is 
legal. I made this book, in part, because Michael Horowitz (probably the leading publisher of the genre) 
stated in his forum that a book of this type would probably never be published due to the unwillingness of 
the license holders of Django’s and Stephane’s compositions.  
 
Anonymous 
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After you’ve gone 
Ain’t misbehavin’ 
Alemberts 
Alors?...voila! 
Anniversary song 
Anouman 
Appel indirect 
Are you in the mood 
Artillerie lourde 
Avalon 
Babik 
Bei dir war immer so schön 
Bei mir bist du schön 
Belleville 
Belleville rendez-vous 
Black and white 
Blue drag 
Blues en mineur 
Blues for Ike 
Blue skies 
Body and soul 
Bossa Dorado 
Boum! 
Brazil 
Brise Napolitaine 
Cantina band   
Caravan 
Cavalerie  
C’est si bon  
Charleston 
Chez Jacquet 
Chicago 
China boy 
Chinatown, my Chinatown  
Clair de lune 
Confessin’ 
Continental 
Coquette  
Crazy rhythm 
Crépuscule  
Danse Norvégienne 
Danse nuptiale 
Daphné  
Dark eyes 
Destinée 
Desvairada 
Dicty glide 
Diminishing 
Dinah  
Dinette 

Ding-dong! the witch is dead  
Djangology  
Django’s tiger 
Douce ambiance  
Eel’s nephew 
Embraceable you  
Exactly like you 
Festival 48  
Fleur d’Ennui 
For Sephora 
Frolic  
Good old days 
Gypsy dreams 
Gypsy fire 
H.C.Q. strut 
Honeysuckle rose 
Hungaria  
I can’t believe that you’re in love with me 
I can’t give you anything but love 
If I had you 
If I only had a brain 
I’ll never be the same 
I’ll see you in my dreams 
I’m forever blowing bubbles 
Indifférence  
Insensiblement 
I saw stars 
I surrender, dear 
It don’t mean a thing if it ain’t got swing 
It had to be you 
It’s only a paper moon 
I’ve found a new baby  
I’ve got my love to keep me warm 
I wanna be loved by you 
I wonder where my baby is tonight 
I won’t dance 
Japanese sandman 
J’attendrai 
Jeepers creepers  
Jitterbug waltz 
Joseph, Joseph 
Just one for Babik 
Just one of those things 
Keepin’ out of mischief now 
La camarde 
Lady, be good 
La folle 
La foule 
La javanaise 
La mer 



DJANGO FAKEBOOK  2008                200 tunes 
La vie en rose 
Les feuilles mortes  
Limehouse blues 
Little white lies 
Love me tender  
Lover man 
Lulu swing  
Manah manah 
Man I love 
Manoir de mes rêves 
Ma première guitare  
Marie 
Mélodie au Crépuscule  
Ménilmontant 
Micro  
Midnight in Moscow 
Milko 
Mimosa 
Minor Swing 
Mister Sandman 
Mon Dieu 
Montagne Ste-Geneviève 
Muppet Show theme 
My blue heaven  
My melancholy baby  
Mystérieuse 
Ne me quitte pas 
Night and day    
Noto swing 
Nuages  
Nuits de Ste-Germain des Prés 
Oriental shuffle  
Où es-tu, mon amour? 
Out of nowhere 
Padam...padam 
Panique 
Passion 
Pèche a la mouche 
Penguin 
Pennies from heaven 
Petite fleur 
Place de Brouckère 
Powerhouse 
Quand refleuriront les lilas blancs? 
Que reste-t-il de nos amours? 
Rose room 
Rosetta 
Russian lullaby 
R vingt-six 
September song 

Seul ce soir 
Sheik of Araby  
Shine  
Sing, sing, sing   
Si tu savais 
Smile 
Somebody loves me 
Someone’s rocking my dreamboat 
Somewhere over the rainbow 
Songe d’Automne 
Sous le ciel de Paris 
Spivy 
Stompin’ at Decca  
Stranger in paradise 
Stumbling 
Svetlana 
Sweet Georgia Brown  
Sweet Sue   
Swing 39   
Swing 42  
Swing 48  
Swing de Paris  
Swing Gitan  
Swing guitars  
Swing rhumba 
Swingtime in springtime 
Swing valse    
Syracuse 
Tchavolo swing     
Tea for two 
Tears 
Them there eyes    
Third Man theme   
Three little words 
Tico tico 
Topsy 
Troublant boléro 
Twilight in Turkey 
Two cigarettes in the dark 
Two guitars 
Ultrafox 
Undecided  
Une historie simple 
Un homme et une femme 
Vendredi 13 
Viper’s dream  
Vous et moi 
Vous qui passez sans me voir 
When day is done  
Whispering 
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