s'tﬂl-u}. secially conscious and
rertainly determined, Lina
Mahhas is inspirational in so many
wanys, Having packed in her impressive
joh as chief operations afficer of the
research company she Founded aftes
a fechanging wip 1o her native
Palestine, Lina made immediate
plans o start giving back o her
community. Founding social
initiative The Sameness Progect in
2011 with only two members of
ataff, her dreams are now finally
besing realised with a barger wam
and scale of projects based in
Dukai that help mive back to the
local community. The most
suceessfinl of these has been "Water
For Workers', a project thae sees
volunteers trave] acroes the UAE w
give water and thanks to the many
laborirers who helped boikd Dubat
Other initiatives such as the
*Conversation Chair' and “Soles &
Swwies” soon followed, each leaving
thetr mark on the local landecape,
Humbly chauting o MELLO! a their
offices on Jumeirah Beach Road, the
groarp sk their founsder Livgane keen
toe grivee s thes <411 on the foundation,

Lina, can you take us through your
jowrney, What made Fou want to
start the bﬂnm&l-‘m_pcﬂ’

“Im 28 | made my irst visit o

Yabestinee aned saw the real struggeles
people go through with my own
eves, Being a new mum at that dime,
I Felt a profound sense ol empathy
toawards all humans that are faced
with anyamount of fear or sufering,
and viewed cach one of them as
onoe & child, just like my livke girl,
wihto has a mother always praying for
their safery and their wellbeing.
Arriving back in Dubai 1 had
absolutely no idea how to go about
developing an idea to conmibute w
ashared homanity, bBut keew that
the mix needed o ke on a funky,
creative rhictoric and engage people
i|| A WAy lllqll 1!.|;:|ui|!n'l s seen as
another standard chariable group.
It had o generate an ongoing
profound experience on many
dimensions. Those were the
thoughts that stitred themsehos up
to become the beginning of The
Sameness Project.”

You were previously a successful
chief operations officer. Do you
ever miss corporate fifes

“No L don't miss corporate ffe at alk
bttt cloesn't mean tha I'm not
full of gratitade for thar wme inmy
lite, because it had it place and
bhencfits, In my life stage today
though, T feel that my work and
energy meeed 1o be chanmeled into a
higggrer dreamy, of 2 more dinec serice
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by oy suerrouneding community and
oy thie werkd.”

What are you working on for the
upeorming Ramacdan season?
“We're working on an initiative
called “We've Got Your Back', which
is about engaging with axi drivers
and prevading them with s booklet
of detailed stretchies and exercises
that they can perform o combat the
phvsical suresses of sitting stathonary
for long periods of time, while
encouraging long-term phy |
health and emotional well-be \
Another project, called ‘For God's
Sake” which will bring together
Fasting Muslims and various other
religions over an iftar dinner, will
also be nunning through Ramadan;
sl af cowrse, our online initatives
never stop!”

A lot of your projects highlight the
utrugglu of people working and
living in Dubai. Would you like ta
take vour message further?

“Our main purpose, although it's
happening by defaunlt, is not
necessarily to highlight the
struggles of those working in the
VAE, noar is it focused on the
‘underprivibeged’. We all have our
degrees of struggles and pains,
These projects are simply aimed
erasing the lines that separate
humans from themselves, from

Lajiih (s
L¥ NI ReF
Alpinny ahainnital ks

= 1AL )

others and from the world arouncd,
whatever those lines oy look like,
The idea of Sameness s 2omething
that i= applicable w every single
human being and that gives il a
ghohal seope, The inidative 15 hased
oul of Dubai and, in the shor
space of time we have been
runmning, the projects have boen
run organically in this city, bu
every project is wransferable o
ather cities and other sies, “The
Conversation Chair’ has had a lot
of interest from people around the
world and towards the end of the
vear the concept will be
transplanted o Avwckland, New
Zealand, and Berlin, Germany,
which & very exciling.”
What can people do 1o help?
"Lt involved in our projects by
checking wider “scion stations’ on
our website where we list all our
projecs with wins peope can engagne
in them, Mest importanily, spreading
the word on how corporates cn be
mvolved in our collecthve, which i5a
lirdted nuamber of no more than 40
compandes, of all different sizes, who
can contribute @ very nominal
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life iner this socal indtatve,”
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