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From the Publisher

By Theresa Cernoch Parker

Willkommen to the 2nd annual 
Texas Polka News Oktoberfest 
Guide. Last year’s guide was a big 
hit with readers and advertisers. 
It helped many festival goers 
with making plans, whether it 
was to attend a festival they’ve 
been going to for years or taking 
a chance to visit a new town to 
see what their gemutlichkeit is all 
about. That’s the German word 
for "festival with heart." 
 In addition to promoting 
ethnic heritage, the money raised 
at the festivals go back into the 
community. It’s one of those 
win-win-win scenarios. We have 
a good time, the bands get gigs, 
and community needs are met. 
It’s also hard work and takes 
hundreds of volunteers to pull 
off a successful event. After all, 
they want people coming back 
year after year. I salute all the 
volunteers. 
 Debbie Farquhar has worked 
with volunteers to produce 
Oktoberfest in Fredericksburg 
since 1992. “Oktoberfest makes 
it possible for us to have 10 
to 15 local students studying 
the arts each year. We provide 
scholarships to help pay for their 
education,” she said. “It also 
enables us to support local arts 
programs.” She said the event 
is also notable for how it comes 
together.  

 “With 1,200 volunteers, we’re 
able to greet our visitors and 
provide an experience that is 
remarkable. Local residents blend 
with guests to create a welcoming 
and lively event for everyone.”
The Fredericksburg fest celebrated 
its 35th anniversary last year. 
This year, Galveston has reached 
that milestone with its Island 
Oktoberfest, hosted by the First 
Lutheran Church. The rain 
came for last year’s event, but 
it didn’t dampen the spirits of 
the performers, volunteers, and 
attendees. Congratulations, 
Galveston, and here’s to sunny 
skies this year.
 We also welcome a new 
Oktoberfest in Paris, Texas. 
They’ve already gotten a line on 
how to attract a crowd by booking 
Brave Combo and Alpine Village 
Band. Their promotional material 
says their biergarten will put most 
biergartens to shame. Seems like 
worth the trip just to check that 
out. I wish them all the best in 
their first endeavor.
 Also at press time, I received 
word that the Buda Beer and 
Polka Festival is returning to 
that town on October 22. The 
festival will bring together 
different genres of Texas music 
that feature top accordion players. 
Headlining on Saturday night will 
be the Texas Tornados featuring 
original members Augie Meyers 
and Flaco Jimenez. Wow! Now, 
that’s the way to bring back a 
festival! Watch the September 
issue of Texas Polka News for 
more information on the Paris 
and Buda events.
 Check out page 31 for some of 
the fun photos our staff captured 
at last year’s festivals. I wish you 
all safe travels as you festival hop 
around the state. Polka On!

Texas Polka News Staff 
Theresa Cernoch Parker, Publisher

Gary E. McKee, Editor/Photo Journalist
Jeff Brosch, Artist/Graphic Designer

Contributors:

Contact
Theresa Parker, Texas Polka News

P.O. Box 800183 • Houston, TX 77280
281-836-5362

Theresa@PolkaBeat.com   |  Gary: fayetteishome@gmail.com 

Ads/Media 
Articles, ads, letters to the editor deadline: 5th of the month for the next month

Rates above are for one-time, black-and-white ad placement. Discounts available for 
multiple runs. Additional charge for color. Combo deals available for ads in TPN and 

polkabeat.com.
Contact Theresa Parker for information.

On The Cover 
Karen Williams captured this image of Squeezebox - Mollie B, Ted Lange, and Dana 

Lindblad at Wurstfest in New Braunfels, Nov. 13, 2015.

Get/Give The Texas Polka News
Continue the polka tradition! Give your children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews a subscription to Texas Polka News. We’ll extend your current TPN 
subscription one month for each subscription you designate as a family gift. Published 
monthly. One year (12 issues) for $25. 
Clip this out & mail check for $25 (outside U.S. $40) to The Texas Polka News 
P.O. Box 800183 Houston, TX 77280. Or click on the TPN link on polkabeat.com to 
subscribe or renew online with a credit card. 

Name ___________________________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________________________
City _________________________________ ST ________ Zip _____________
Ph _____________________ Email____________________________________

❏ New  ❏ Renewal  ❏ Gift  ❏ Address change (include old address)

About Texas Polka News
The Texas Polka News was started by Julius 
Tupa of Houston in 1987 with the mission 
to preserve and promote polka music and 
dance. When Julius passed away in 2002, 
his wife, Marie, continued as publisher, and 
his friend, John Rivard, took the reins as 
volunteer editor. John’s wife, Marlys, was 
a regular contributor to the paper, and the 
couple were always on the floor at dance 

halls throughout Texas and the U.S. John 
stepped down as editor in June 2014 to 
care for Marlys’ failing health. Marie sold 
the paper to Theresa Cernoch Parker, who 
resumed publishing the paper in September 
2014. Theresa also founded polkabeat.com 
in 2010 to honor the memory of her dad, 
Willie “Bill” Cernoch, to promote polka 
music and heritage.

Julie Ardery
Louise Barcak

Bill Bishop
Lauren Haase

Mark Hiebert
Julie Matus

Earline Berger Okruhlik
Joe "Cool" Pavlicek

John Roberts
Alec Seegers
Will Seegers

Karen Williams

Ad Rates
Full page: $455
1/2 page: $225

1/3 page: $170
1/4 page: $115
3/16 page: $75

1/8: $55
1/16: $35



Texas Polka News - Oktoberfest 2016 Page 3

Enjoy Oktoberfest 
Island Style
Prost! to 35 years 
of Galveston's fall 
festival  

Galveston's premier fall festival - the 
35th Annual Island Oktoberfest  - kicks 
off Fri., Oct. 21 from 5-11 pm;  and 
continues Sat., Oct. 22 from 11 am 
-11 pm. This fun, family weekend will 
feature continuous live entertainment 
on two stages, authentic German food 
and libations, cake wheel, fine arts, 
crafts and gifts; an exciting auction, and 
family and children's activities. 
 Oktoberfest will be held on the 
grounds of and streets adjacent to First 
Lutheran Church, 24th and Winnie, in 
historic downtown Galveston. German 
costumes are encouraged.
 Hosted by First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and co-sponsored 
by Del Papa Distributing Company, 
the fest will open Friday evening with 
Bier Garten venues featuring a variety 
of German and domestic brews and a 
variety of German-style wines from 
nearby Haak Vineyards.
 In addition to great music 
and dancing, there will be superb 
food and drink including smoked 

sausage, bratwurst, knockwurst, and 
wurstabendessen- a sausage dinner 
comprised of German-style and Polish 
-style wurst with all the traditional 
German side dishes. This special 
German dinner will be available both 
Friday evening and on Saturday. 
 For a sweet finale, homemade 
Helmut's strudel (freshly baked on site), 
will be offered in addition to a variety of 
tempting homemade desserts specially 
prepared by congregation members 
from recipes handed down from 
generation to generation. Handmade 
pretzels, freshly-popped popcorn, and 
a variety of soft drinks will also be 
available.
 The historic and beautifully-
renovated circa 1860 Lyceum will again 
be open from 5-9 pm Friday and from 
11 am-7 pm on Saturday with vendors 
showcasing exceptional hand-crafted 
arts, crafts, and gift items for festival 

35th Annual Galveston Island 

Galveston Island, Texas 

October 21-22

 FREE ADMISSION!
24th St. & Winnie (In Historic Downtown Galveston)

409-762-8477 | GalvestonOktoberfest.com

Continuous live entertainment on two stages both days!

Friday, October 21  A  5pm - 11pm
Valina Polka and Das Ist Lustig, 

Midlife Crisis, TubaMeisters, Kevin Anthony

Saturday, October 22  A  11am - 11pm
Chris Rybak, AufGehts, Valina Polka and Das Ist Lustig,  

Kevin Anthony, TubaMeisters, Deer Park Folk Dance Group, Fanfare! 
The Lutheran Music Academy, Rathcamp German Folk Dancers, 

Gemischter Chor Harmonie and More!

Co-sponsored by 
Del Papa Distributing Co.

HOSTED BY
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

• Authentic German-Style Food
• Texas Craft & German Beers

• Quality Arts/Crafts & Gift Booths
• Exciting Kids’ Activities

The TubaMeisters will be there!/Robyn Bushong photos

goers eager to get a head start on 
holiday shopping. Because Oktoberfest 
continues to be one of the vendors' most 
enjoyable and popular venues, regular 
attendees can look forward to shopping 
with their long-time special vendors 
- each featuring Christmas and other 
special gift items. As well, shoppers 
always look forward to knowing that 

their favorite vendors have returned to 
showcase their best products.
 Island Oktoberfest admission 
is free. For more information, visit 
galvestonoktoberfest.com, call 409-762-
8477, or follow the event on Facebook 
at Island Oktoberfest. All proceeds 
benefit programs and outreach for First 
Lutheran Church in Galveston.
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September 30, October 1-2, 2016September 30, October 1-2, 2016
Fredericksburg, Texas

Downtown • MarktPlatz

830-997-4810
www.oktoberfestinfbg.com

Oompah at its Best!
German food and drink, kids area, contests, artisans, music on 

four stages -all weekend. Visit websit for schedule.

36th Oktoberfest 
Stage Is Set in 
Fredericksburg

It's oom-pah at 
its best!
Oktoberfest, the family-oriented 
German event taking place in the 

center of Fredericksburg, is poised 
to again attract 1,200 volunteers and 
20,000 visitors in its 36th year. 
As a result, the oom-pah-pah echo of 
35 previous years will carry over in the 
hearts and minds of people who have 
made the event an annual tradition, 
many who traversed hundreds of miles 
to attend. And for others, the event 
reminds them of Gillespie County 
organizations and young people 
who accomplished artistic endeavors 
thanks to Oktoberfest proceeds.

 Oktoberfest Event Producer 
Debbie Farquhar said the 36th 
Oktoberfest is set for September 30th,  
October 1st and 2nd at Marktplatz 
(Market Square). "I’m looking forward 
to the fun, excitement and the 
gemütlichkeit. It will be a great time 
for all.”
 The engaging sights and 
sounds of the annual event are of 
Fredericksburg’s German heritage, 
harkening to the first annual 
Oktoberfest near Munich in 1810, and 
to 1981, when Oktoberfest was first 
held in Fredericksburg.

Among a wide array of activities, 
included are:
• Ok-tuba-fest Friday
• Saturday morning Hauptstrasse  
 Chicken Dance
• Enjoying bratwurst - and lots of it
• Ringing the bell at the High Striker  
 (plus a junior-size striker and kiddie  
 striker for kids)
• Polkas and waltzes
• KinderPark games for children
• Eating legendary potato pancakes
• Spaten Lederhosen Contest Sunday
• Samuel Adams Beer Hoist Contest  
 Saturday
• 42 tournament Sunday afternoon
• Listening and dancing to more than  
 20 bands 
• Partaking of a wide variety of   
 domestic, Texas and German beer
   
Four covered stages host a continuous 
parade of entertainers. The focus is 
the German favorites of oom-pah, 
polka, and waltzing, with exhibitions, 
contests, and plenty of opportunities 
for dancing - including the irresistible 
“Chicken Dance!” 
 Bands scheduled to perform 
this year include Oma & The 
Oompahs, Sound Connection, 
Red Ravens, Arion Maennerchor, 
Comal Community Band, Jodie 
Mikula Orchestra, Das ist Lustig, 
Schuhplattlers, Seven Dutchmen, 
Walburg Boys, Polkamatics, 
Boerne Village Band, Ennis Czech 
Boys, Just Because Fun Bunch, 
Hermann Sons Choir, Cloverleaf 
Orchestra, Czech Melody Masters, 

Czechaholics, Czech & Then Some, 
Jodie Mikula Orchestra, Chris 
Rybak, Alpine Village Band, Off The 
Grid, Tubameisters, Fredericksburg 
Filharmonic, Boerne Village 
Ensemble, Yodel Blitz, and Beer & 
Hymns.

Oktoberfest attracts many visitors just 
for the shopping opportunities. Over 
40 juried artisans from across the state 
fill two big tents, offering their best 
arts and collectibles. In another tent, a 
select group of local hill country artists 
will be selling their fine art to the 
public in a rare showing. Many find 
it the ideal opportunity to start their 
holiday shopping with many unique, 
handmade gift items.
 Of course the best part of any 
celebration in Fredericksburg is the 
hearty menu of delicious German and 
American foods. Over a dozen vendors 
will be serving up a variety of sausage 
on a stick and plates with kraut, potato 
pancakes, plus other scrumptious 
goodies. Adventurous tasters can 
sample over 50 varieties of German, 
American, Texan and other imported 
beers.
 Oktoberfest is a time for the 
youngsters as well. Kids can play to 
their heart’s content on the bungee 
jump and slide, a clown, face painting, 
try their hand at three hi-strikers, or 
enjoy other fun games and activities, 
including a stilt party.

AN ANGLE ON THE ARTS
The Pedernales Creative Arts Alliance 
(PCAA) began and orchestrates the 
Fredericksburg Oktoberfest, and 
proceeds are used to fund youth arts 
and music scholarships, as well as 
community arts and music programs. 
 Debbie Farquhar has worked with 
volunteers to produce the charitable 
event since 1992. “Oktoberfest makes 
it possible for us to have 10 to 15 local 
students studying the arts each year. We 
provide scholarships to help pay for their 
education,” she said. “It also enables us to 
support local arts programs.”
 For more information, visit 
oktoberfestinfbg.com, or call 830-997-
4810.
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Texas Wendish Heritage Museum
1011 CR 212, 6 miles SW of Giddings • Located next to Historic St. Paul Lutheran Church in Serbin

Open 1-5 pm every day except Mondays and holidays
www.TexasWendish.org • 979-366-2441

Wendish Fest Always the 4th Sunday in September!
September 25, 2016

Learn About 
Wendish Heritage
The Texas Wendish Heritage Museum 
and historic St. Paul Lutheran Church 
– one of the painted churches of Texas 
– will present the 28th Annual Wendish 
Fest on Sun., Sept. 25. 
 Enjoy a fun, family-oriented day in 
Serbin (six miles southwest of Giddings) 
featuring traditional Wendish foods like 
homemade Wendish noodles, folkways 
and folklife demonstrations and exhibits, 
competitions, children’s activities, vintage 
machinery and automobiles, plus POLKA 
music all day! No festival admission. 

ABOUT THE MUSEUM
The Texas Wendish Heritage Museum 
preserves the history of the Texas Wends, 
Slavic immigrants from Lusatia, an area 
in eastern Germany. Today the Wends of 
Lusatia are called Sorbs.
 Wendish families began arriving in 
Texas in 1849, followed by a group of 35 
in 1853. In 1854, a congregation of over 
500 Wends immigrated on a chartered 
sailing ship, the Ben Nevis. This group 
founded a new homeland on 4,254 acres 
in Bastrop County (now Lee County) 
and named their new town Serbin. Other 
Wendish towns and congregations were 
soon organized. Many more Wends 
immigrated during the second half of the 
19th century.

 The Museum is a complex of 
buildings connected by porches. In the 
center is a new facility with a display 
interpreting the history of the Wends. It 
also houses the offices, gift shop, library, 
and archives. To the right and left are the 
old St. Paul school buildings. Exhibits 
include relics from the old country 
and Texas. Folk dress of Lusatia, the 
traditional Texas wedding dresses, and 
the beautiful Wendish Easter eggs are a 
few of the colorful exhibits.
 Outdoor exhibits include two log 
buildings and farming equipment.The 
1856 log room, built by the Kurio family, 
originally part of a dog trot home, is 
furnished as a bed room. A section of the 
earlier 1855 room is also preserved on the 
Museum grounds. The Mertink family log 
room is used to exhibit carpenter’s and 
farming tools.
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Polka on the River In 
San Antonio
Have a sausage, 
raise a glass, dance 
a polka
The color, music, spectacle, 
festivities and of course THE 
BEER from the world’s largest 
festival, can be sampled right in 
San Antonio, at the Riverwalk 
Bier Garten every day of the year, 
but special emphasis is placed 
on the German tradition during 
Oktoberfest on Sept. 30-Oct. 2, 
and Oct. 7-Oct. 9. 
 Munich boasts the world’s 
largest annual festival with 
over 6 million visitors every 
year. The festival has great 
historic significance starting 
in 1810, when Crown Prince 
Ludwig married his bride, 
Princess Therese of Saxony-
Hildburghausen. Since then, 
the event has developed into an 
annual, international tradition, 
attracting visitors from every 
corner of the globe. 
 The Riverwalk Bier Garten 
launched its first Oktoberfest 
last year with much acclaim and 
standing room only. The grand 
festival of German entertainment 
includes sing–a-longs, stein 
holding, alp horn blowing 
contests and live German music.   

ABOUT THE BIER GARTEN
Welcome to a taste of Bavaria and 
the historic Oktoberfest, right 
here in San Antonio!
 The San Antonio Riverwalk is 
one of the top tourist attractions 
in the U.S. Ours is a multicultural 
city, which includes a strong 

German heritage. Now you can 
experience our rich German 
culture and hospitality at one of 
the Riverwalk’s newest and most 
entertaining attractions – the San 
Antonio Bier Garten.
 Close to the Alamo, shaded 
by our native live oak trees, the 
Bier Garten offers authentic 
Bavarian fare, including sausages, 
pretzels, kraut, and ice cold 
beer (we have one of the largest 
selections of import and craft 
beer on the Riverwalk). Wine 
is also available, and while you 
might have a hard time finding 
Margaritas in Germany, you can 
find them here—after all, this IS 
San Antonio!
 Relax with friends and have a 
fun-filled Oktoberfest experience 
right here in the River City. Enjoy 
our beautiful outdoor setting with 
umbrellas, waterfalls, beautiful 
foliage, and the babbling San 
Antonio river. Or if you prefer, 
come inside for air-conditioned 
comfort.
 Our beautiful beer maidens 
will take care of you in a festive 
atmosphere, accompanied by 
German and local music on 
weekends, including Oktoberfest 
karaoke.
 Savor the Riverwalk 
experience! Have a sausage, raise 
a glass with friends, immerse 
yourself in the rich German 
heritage of our beautiful city. Bier 
Garten awaits you! PROST!
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Friday, September 30 
Eurofest Polka Band 4-8pm

Opening Ceremony Celebration 
with Official Keg Tapping with 

surprise guest celebrity 6:30 pm, 
hosted by MC Kimbo

Chris Boss Band 8 pm-12 am

Saturday, October 1 
Eurofest Polka Band 2-6 pm

Keg Tapping 5:00pm, hosted by 
MC Kimbo

Chris Cruz Band 8 pm-12 am

Sunday, October 2 
Das Ist Lustig (Valina Polka) 

2-6 pm

Keg Tapping 4 pm, hosted by 
Cherry Strudel

Box String Duo 6-10 pm

 
Friday, October 7 

Cloverleaf Orchestra 4-8 pm
Keg Tapping 6:30 pm, hosted by 

MC Kimbo

Chris Cruz Band 8 pm-12 am

Saturday, October 8 
Cloverleaf Orchestra 2-6 pm

Keg Tapping 5 pm, hosted by MC 
Kimbo

Chris Cruz Band 8 pm-12 am

Sunday, October 9 
Das Ist Lustig (Valina Polka) 

2-6 pm

Keg Tapping 4 pm, hosted by 
Cherry Strudel

Box String Duo 6-10 pm

Oktoberfest Musik
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Czech Heritage Fest 
Has it All!
Stop by the 
hospoda
The Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural 
Center in La Grange will host the Heritage 
Festival & Muziky on October 14-15.  The 
Fest will begin at 4 pm on Friday with 

vendors and craft booths open in the 
Czech Village.  At 5:30 pm, chicken and 
dumplings will be served while it lasts in 
the Hanslik Banquet Hall.  
 Oktoberfest on the Deck will begin at 
6 pm with music by the Dujka Brothers 
Band till 9:30 pm. Mark and John 
Dujka have been making music together 
for almost 30 years and have several 
acknowledgements. They have been very 
successful in bringing new songs written 
by themselves and other local Texas 
writers to the Czech music scene. 

Friday, Oct. 14th Saturday, Oct. 15th

Heritage Festival & Muziky
October 14th and 15th
250 West Fairgrounds Road, La Grange, Texas

1-888-785-4500  §  czechtexas.org
info@czechtexas.org

Saturday Night
Fireworks Finale

Proudly
Sponsored by H-E-B

Opening Ceremony - 10:00 AM

 ~ Hospoda ~
Shiner Beer Stage

11:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Shiner Hobo Band 

Czech & Then Some Band

 

The Dujka
Brothers 

~ Octoberfest ~ 
on the Deck

Chicken & Dumplings
will be Served!!

Music 6:00 - 9:30 PM

4:00 PM to 10:00 PM

KJT State Taroky Tournament
Museums & Czech Gift Shop

Antique Farm Equipment & Car Shows
Arts & Crafts • Children’s Activities

Heritage Demonstrations
Sausage and Wine Making • More!

 ~ Amphitheater ~
Muziky, Muziky
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM

Featuring
“THE LEGENDS SERIES”

The Donnie Wavra Orchestra
Retiring Performance

 Saturday, the day kicks off with an 
opening ceremony at 10 am. The hospoda 
will be filled with cold pivo and musical 
entertainment by the Shiner Hobo Band 
and Czech & Then Some from 11 am 
to 6 pm. The Hobo Band from Shiner 
started after World War I with returning 
veterans anxious to get back to playing 
polka music. They decided to dress in 
mismatched “hobo” clothes led by a 
director using a toilet plunger as his baton. 
The group disbanded in the 1950s, but was 
established again in 1986 to help the state 
celebrate its sesquicentennial. They haven’t 
stopped since, appearing at church picnics, 
parades, and festivals. 
 Czech & Then Some from Ennis will 
celebrate its 20th anniversary in January. 
They have performed at festivals in Texas, 
Oklahoma, Wisconsin, Kansas, Iowa, 
and Nebraska. They were also honored to 
perform at the Kennedy Center in 2012 
as part of a celebration of The Music of 
Budapest, Prague, and Vienna. Earlier 
this year, the band made another trip to 
Washington, D.C. to play at the Czech 
Embassy Open House.

STROLL THE VILLAGE
In addition to enjoying the great music, 
you’re invited to stroll the Czech Village, 
an early 1900s recreated village complete 
with residential houses, barns, tavern, 
sawmill, and general store.  
 Demonstrations of early life for the 
immigrants will take place throughout the 
grounds all day, including working in the 
saw mill, blacksmithing, corn shelling and 
grinding, hay pressing, and the making 
of textiles, noodles, sausage, and wine. 
An antique farm equipment and antique 
car show will spread through the village. 
Vendors and craft booths will be available 
for your shopping pleasure.  
 Visit the country store for some good 
buys, including fresh, stone-ground corn 
meal for cooking. Plenty of food and cold 
beverages will be available as well. 
 Inside the TCHCC main center, stop 
by the Czech Gift Shop to browse the 
brand new stock of authentic Czech items, 
T-shirts, caps, crystal, periodicals, music 
CDs, and new Christmas decorations 
for 2016. Watch textile demonstrations 
of spinning and looming, crochet, and 
knitting, and enjoy the display of authentic 
Czech kroje and other items.   

Have you always wondered about your 
Czech roots? The spacious Melnar Library 
will offer help with genealogy research. 
The Hanslik Hall will be the site of the 
KJT State Taroky Championship.
 The Czech Village houses two 
music museums. The Texas Czech Music 
Museum, located in the Kalich House, 
features four genres of Czech music – 
classical, folk, polka, and liturgical. The 
Polka Lovers Club of Texas Museum, 
located in the Hoelsher House, features 
displays of Texas polka bands, as well 
as memorabilia and photos of the Polka 
Lovers Klub of America Texas Chapter. 
The museum recently dedicated the Msgr. 
Joseph M. Hybner Center, providing more 
room for displays and gatherings.  

MUZIKY, FIREWORKS
The day will conclude with the annual 
performance of Muziky, Muziky at the 
Sanford Schmid Amphitheater on the 
complex grounds overlooking the scenic 
Colorado River Valley. This year’s Muziky 
will continue the Legends of Texas 
Polka Music Series with a concert by the 
Donnie Wavra Orchestra. Hailing from 
Columbus, Donnie and his brothers, 
Duane and David, began learning music 
before the first grade by playing along 
with their father, Ralph. Donnie had the 
good fortune to attend St. Anthony's grade 
school where Herbert Kloesel was the 
music teacher. Herbert was a dedicated 
instructor of music.  
 Between his father's lessons and the 
structured instruction of Kloesel, Donnie 
had to skip the Columbus High School 
Band because he was already playing 
in several dance bands, including the 
Ellinger Combo, Lee Roy Matocha 
Orchestra, the Hub City Dutchmen, and 
the Harold Ilse Orchestra. Upon Harold 
Ilse's passing, Donnie took over the band 
in 1973 and the Donnie Wavra Orchestra 
has been playing top-notch dancing music 
to Central Texans for over 40 years. 
 It will be an exciting and memorable 
evening as Donnie and his band play their 
last performance before retiring the band. 
The Master of Ceremonies for the show 
will be International Polka Hall of Famer 
Alfred Vrazel. The performance will be 
7-9:30 pm followed by a huge Fireworks 
Finale at 9:30 pm sponsored by HEB.  
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      22nd Annual
Saturday, 
September 24
    KC Hall
Kolache Fest Parade 10 a.m. downtown

Kolache Eating Contest * Kolache 
Making Demos * Arts/Crafts * 

42 Tournament (Friday night warmup) 
* BBQ Cook-Off * Classic Car & Bike 

Show * Pony Rides * Train Rides * 
Carnival * 5K Run

10 Hours of Music & Dancing  /  Free Admission

361-798-2662  /  hallettsville.com

Food Court
Dujka Brothers 11A-2P

Chris Rybak Band 3-5:30P
Los Kolaches 6-9P

Biergarten 
Southern Express 11A-2P

Red Ravens 2-4P
Czechaholics 4-6P

Damon Curtis/Nomads 6-9P

Holy Kolaches!
The 10 hours of music and dancing 
will help you digest the kolaches 
and great food at the 22nd Annual 
Kolache Fest in Hallettsville on 
Sat., Sept. 24. 
 Listen and dance to the music 
by the Dujka Brothers, Chris 
Rybak Band, Los Kolaches (of 
course!), Southern Express, Red 
Ravens, Czechaholics, and Damon 
Curtis and the Nomads. 

 Bring the family for the 
downtown parade at 10 am, 
kolache-eating contest, kolache-
making demos, arts/crafts, pony 
and train rides, and carnival. 
There’s a Friday night warm-
up for the 42 Tournament on 
Saturday.  
 Enter the barbecue cook-off, 
and check out the classic car and 
bike show. All of this takes place at 
the largest Knights of Columbus 
Hall in Texas. 

Heritage Demonstrations, Muziky, 
Czech Village Tours, & More!
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McKinney 
Oktoberfest Is a 
Family Favorite

Just like Munich
Experience Oktoberfest 
in Downtown McKinney 
September 23, 24 and 25. It’s 

a family favorite offering 
authentic German food and 
drink. For three days, the 
festival boasts attractions for 
all ages set in one of the largest 
historic downtowns in the state. 
Patrons feel like they are right 
in the middle of Munich and 
enjoy authentic German fare 
like beer, brats, strudel, pretzels 
and live music. 
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Authentic German music, food and drink, traditional costumes, dancing, 
weenie dog races, carnival and children’s activities!

FRIDAY
4-11 P.M.

SATURDAY
10A.M.-11 P.M.

SUNDAY
12 P.M.-5 P.M.

PRESENTED BY

www.McKinneyOktoberfest.com 
#McKinneyOktoberfest

SEPTEMBER 23-25

Live Music by Brave Combo

German Food & Drink
Family Fun Activities
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Live Music by Brave Combo

German Food & Drink
Family Fun Activities

 Festival-goers can participate 
in the Oktoberfest march, 
view the brew tapping where 
the first keg of McKinney-
brewed beer will be tapped by 
hammering the bronze spout 
into a 200-year-old keg with a 
wooden mallet and enjoy live 
entertainment.     
      Authentic German music 
will be perform by bands such 
as Brave Combo, Alpine 
Village Band and The Royal 
Klobasneks on two stages as 
part of opening-day festivities.

KIDS LOVE US!
Saturday and Sunday the 
festivities continue with a 
stein holding contest, live 
band performances and 
plenty of activities. McKinney 
Oktoberfest isn’t just for those 
ages 21 and up. There are 
plenty of activities for kids and 
families, like carnival rides, 
petting zoo, face painting, Bier 
barrel races and weenie dog 
races. Some activities require a 
nominal fee.  
 On Saturday the McKinney 
Oktoberfest will partner with 
Chestnut Square and the Collin 
County History Museum 

(CCHM) to recognize and 
celebrate the Smithsonian 
Magazine’s Museum Day Live! 
A German-themed scavenger 
hunt for kids will take place at 
Chestnut Square and CCHM 
between 10 am to 2 pm.

DAS BEETLE SHOW
Sunday’s activities close 
out with one of the largest 
Volkswagen (VW) car shows in 
north Texas. Sponsored by Das 
Klub, the show attracts VWs 
of all styles and production 
years. The car show will take 
place in the parking lot at 
North Tennessee and Davis 
Street, a few blocks south of the 
Oktoberfest site. 
 McKinney Oktoberfest 
admission and parking is 
free. For detailed information 
on McKinney Oktoberfest, 
contact 972-547-2660 or visit 
mckinneyoktoberfest.com.
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Texas City's 16th Annual

Oktoberfest by the Bay
Saturday, October 8

11 a.m.-6 p.m.
 

German Food * Cold Drinks * Silent Auction * Raffle * Arts 
& Crafts * Food & Sweets Booths * Cake Spin * Kid Games

Dancing & eating in large covered pavilion. German attire encouraged. 
Bring your lawn chairs.

Hosted by Memorial Lutheran Church
2021 29th St. N /  409-945-4052  /  mlctc.org
Vendor info: Sylvia 409-945-4052 (9a-2p M-Th)

Free admission. 
Free parking.

Texas City's 15th Annual

Oktoberfest by the Bay
Saturday, October 10

11 a.m.-6 p.m.
 

Music 12-5 p.m. by

German Food * Cold Drinks * Silent Auction * Raffle * Arts 
& Crafts * Food & Sweets Booths * Cake Spin * Kid Games

Dancing & eating in large covered pavilion. German attire encouraged. 
Bring your lawn chairs.

Hosted by Memorial Lutheran Church
2021 29th St. N /  409-945-4052 (9a-2p M-Th)  /  mlctc.org

Free admission. 
Free parking.

Be German for a Day 
By the Bay
Bring your lawn chairs to Memorial 
Lutheran Church in Texas City on 
Sat., Oct. 8 for the 16th Annual 
Oktoberfest by the Bay, 11 am-6 pm. 
Alpenfest will be making people 
schmile with their authentic German 
music from noon-5 p.m. 
 Have a cold brew and feast on 
German food. Take a chance at the 
cake spin or purchase something 
yummy from the sweets booth. Get a 

jump on Christmas shopping with the 
silent auction and booths featuring 
unique arts, crafts, and gifts. 
 Alpenfest is much more than 
an oompah band. Their specialty 
includes German, Austrian, Czech, 
Swiss and Irish folk music, as well 
as some contemporary, country and 
comedy acts to fill in our repertoire.  
The versatility of Alpenfest's 
musicians creates the sound of a 
much larger group. With years of 
professional performance experience, 
you know there will always be quality 
and family entertainment.

Fun for the Whole Family!
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Oktoberfest Returns 
to Fort Worth
It's zie fest with 
zie best
Oktoberfest is back in Fort Worth! 
Join us Thursday, September 22nd 
through Saturday, September 24th 
at Panther Island Pavilion for an 
authentic German celebration with 
just the right amount of Texas 
thrown in to make it our own.
 The three-day festival, 
presented by Spaten, will stay true 
to the traditional, Munich-style 
Oktoberfest with authentic German 
food, music, and entertainment. 
Enjoy the indoor and outdoor 
biergartens including a main hall 
where authentic German beer, 
Spaten, will serve its Oktoberfest 
brew, and a craft biergarten that 

will serve fall and Oktoberfest craft 
beers from around the country.  
 Join us on Thursday in the 
Spaten Main Hall for the opening 
ceremonies. Our Keg Tapping 
Committee will officially tap the 
first kegs of Spaten by hammering 
a bronze spout into the kegs with a 
wooden mallet. The trick is to do so 
without spilling any bier! 
 Entertainment includes Brave 
Combo, Alpenmusikanten, Das Ist 
Lustig, Third Generation, Walburg 
Boys and more. After you're through 
dancing, enjoy the dachshund 
races, a keg rolling contest, chicken 
dancing, stein lifting competition, 
and dancers of all ages performing 
traditional Bavarian folk dances. 
 German food will be available 
and the menu will include festival 
food such as bratwursts, pretzels, 
strudel, crepes, and roasted nuts. 
For more information, go to 
OktoberfestFW.com or call 817-698-0700

The Shack at Panther Island Pavilion  
395 Purcey St,   Fort Worth, TX   76102   817.698.0700

AUTHENTIC
GERMAN FOOD
bIer        MUSIC

DACHSHUND races

returns to fort  worth, tX

sept 22-24

FALL BIERS
FROM AROUND ZIE COUNTRY

STEIN LIFTING

BRAVE COMBO
ALPENMUSIKANTEN
OFF THE GRID     NICK BALLARINI

DAST IST LUSTIG   WALBURG BOYS
UND M     RE!

UND

LIVE MUSIC FROM

KEG ROLLS
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Muenster Promises 
Zie Very Best in 
German Hospitality
Plan to make a 
weekend of it
The Muenster Chamber of Commerce 
will host Oktoberfest, Oct. 22 & 23 
with great music, food, and fun! Plan 
to make a weekend out of it!
 Festivities promise the very best 
in German hospitality with cold bier 
and German sausage, sauerkraut, 
schnitzel, potato salad, hearty cheeses, 
German pizza, and scrumptious 
apple strudel. This quaint German 

community festival also offers a wide 
variety of American food.

YOUR FAMILY WILL 
LOVE IT!
There’s something for everyone at 
Oktoberfest! Music and dance lovers 
will be crazy about the band  lineup. 
Festival entertainment will begin 
at 10 am Saturday with The Royal 
Klobasneks Trio, followed by the 
ceremonial tapping of the keg at noon. 
The RKT will play until 2 pm, when 
the Whitney High School Dancers 
take the stage. 
 The afternoon/evening music 
will continue with Ryan Ready,  3rd 
Generation, and Parker McCollum. 
On Sunday, Alpine Village will take 
the stage at noon. Band Habit, a local 
band from Muenster, will close out 
the Oktoberfest. Work up an appetite 
dancing and quench your thirst with 

a German bier. There are plenty of 
places to sit and just visit! 

TONS TO DO
For those who love competitive sports, 
sign up for the Nagelschlagen-a 
traditional German competition. 
Saturday’s First Wurst Race will 
feature a 52-mile bicycle rally, plus a 
half-marathon and 5K run. Register at 
oktoberfestmuenster.com. 
 Also on Saturday, prizes will 
be given for the Best Dirndl and 
Lederhosen Alpine Costumes, and Stein 
Hoisting survivor. And, on Sunday, don't 
miss the exicting Wiener Dog Race,  
following the best dressed parade with 
the pups.
 Other festival events feature a 
variety of arts and crafts booths, just 
in time for Christmas shopping. Your 
family will love the carnival making 
its debut at Oktoberfest, and in the 
children’s/family area, enjoy the balloon 
sculpture artist, face painting, hamster 
water balls, petting zoo, bounce house, 
rock climbing, and shows from the 
Dallas Puppet Theater!
 Oktoberfest is  located  at 301 N Ash 
Street, Muenster, Texas, 14 miles west of 
I-35 and about 70 miles north of  DFW,  
in the Furhman Hall. This 68-acre park 
houses a 72,000 sq. ft., indoor pavilion 
with indoor stage and room enough to 
accommodate thousands of people.  
 Hours: Saturday 10 am -12 am and 
Sunday 10 am-6 pm. Admission on 
Saturday is $5, Sunday $5, ages 8 and 
under free.  
 Contact the Muenster Chamber of 
Commerce for more information at 940-
759-2227.

Great Entertainment  
Like 3rd Generation

Presenting Sponsor

Brought to you by Muenster Chamber of Commerce
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You Best Check Out 
This Fest
KCs ready for 
7th BestFest in 
Fredericksburg
The Knights of Columbus in 
Fredericksburg are gearing up for the 
7th Annual BestFest at Marktplatz 
on Sat., Oct. 15. After enjoying the 
fall foliage drive, you will be able to 
enjoy all manners of German culture 
including games, raffles, food, beer, 
and music.
 The gates open at 11 am, and with 
the $10 dollar admission fee, you can 
dance all day AND eat all the sausage, 
sauerkraut, and German potatoes that 
you can handle. What a deal! Eat, 
dance it off, eat some more, dance 
that off, eat even more, and keep on 
dancing, with maybe a few unique 
beers from Texas breweries to wash 

down the chow and lubricate the joints. 
 You’ll be dining on some of the 
best sausage in Texas from Opa’s 
Smoked Meats in Fredericksburg, 
Slovacek’s in Snook, and Kiolbassa in 
San Antonio. And drinking some of 
the best Texas brews from Real Ale, St. 
Arnold’s, Pedernales, and Spoetzel.
 For your working-off-dinner 
music, Dutch Treat and Fritz Hodde 
& the Fabulous Six will play from 12-7 
pm. Felix Truvere & The Open Road 
Band (voted Best Country Music Band 
at the 2014 & 2015 San Antonio Music 
Awards), will take the stage from 7-11 
pm.
 The kids will love the games and 
activities designed especially for them. 
Take some chances on drawings for the 
21-Gun Salute (21 rifles and shotguns) 
and 2016 Kawasaki Mule, along with 
other assorted bucket raffles.
BestFest is sponsored by 
Fredkericksburg KC Council 9765. 
Proceeds benefit the council’s 
charitable giving in the community. 

Music by Fritz Hodde/Fabulous Six, Dutch Treat Noon-7 pm
7-11 pm Felix Truvere & The Open Road Band, (covered pavilion) 

 The KC BestFest is a celebration of German favorites – beer, sausage and polka music  
– with the twist of a unique sausage and beer tasting event!

Admission $10 (Ages 14 and up), $5 (Ages 5-13), under 5 free

• Includes polka music and all the sausage,        
    sauerkraut and German potatoes you can eat!  
• Featured sausage: Opa’s Smoked Meats      
   (Fredericksburg), Slovacek Sausage (Snook)  
   and Kiolbassa (San Antonio)  
• Beer tickets are $4 for 16 oz. 

• Includes offerings from brewing companies  
   Real Ale, St. Arnold’s, Pedernales and Spoetzel.   
• Other beverages available.  
• Big raffle. Great prizes include a 2016  
   Kawasaki 4x4 mule and a “21-gun salute”  
   (21 rifles & shotguns).

7th Annual KC BestFest 
Saturday, October 15 
11am - 11pm 
Marktplatz 
in Fredericksburg

Sponsored by Fredericksburg KC Council 9765 
Proceeds benefit charitable giving of the Knights of Columbus. 

KCBestFest.com
KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS®
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Be Czech for a Day
Celebrate all things 
Czech in Caldwell
The 32nd Caldwell Kolache Festival 
is set for Sat., Sept. 10. The festival 
is an annual celebration of the 
revitalization of Burleson County’s 
Czech heritage. See the technique 
of quilting, woodcraft, carving, and 
sculpturing. Dance the polka, and 
sing the songs of the musician. Taste 
true ethnic food and lend your soul to 
the fulfillment of the Czech cultural 
heritage.

FRIDAY PRE-PARTY
The Burleson County Czech Heritage 
Museum invites you to start the party 
Friday night, Sept. 9, at the County 
Expo Center with a dinner and dance 
to the music of The Moravians, from 
Ennis. 
 After winning a high school talent 
show in 2009, The Moravians took 
off. In the years since, the band has 
toured across the country with Mollie 
B, played on the beach in South Padre, 
and has performed at numerous Texas 
festivals. 
 Seven of the band members are 
college students, five being proud 
Fightin’ Texas Aggies (whoop!). 
 The Moravians have recorded two 
CDs and enjoy taking trips to play 
in new places. They look forward to 
spreading the joy of polka music for 
many years to come.

PRAY, EAT, DANCE
On Saturday, enjoy all things Czech – 
food, drink, music, and art. The day 
starts at 9 am with an opening prayer, 
flag ceremony, and singing of Texas 
Our Texas, and national anthems 
for the US and Czech Republic. The 
Original Kolache Festival Band 
will play at 9:30 am for the parade of 
costumes. Next comes the crowning 
of Miss Kolache Festival Burleson 
County, followed by a performance by 
the SPJST Youth Beseda Dancers. 
 The entertainment lineup features 
the Shiner Hobo Band, Fritz Hodde & 

the Fabulous 6, and Chris Rybak. 
 Perhaps no one has more fun 
than the Shiner Hobos when they are 
playing polka music. The Hobos will 
be on the South Stage beginning at 11, 
playing the background music for the 
kolache-eating contest, and in between 
other contests. 
 From 1:30 to 3:30 pm, the pride 
of Hutto, Texas, Fritz Hodde & the 
Fabulous Six will take the stage. Fritz 
celebrated his 50th year in the polka 
music biz last year, and he is proud 

2016

32ND ANNUAL

BurlesonCountyTX.com/kolachefestival

SEPT 10
Downtown 

Caldwell 
“on the square”

to have his son, Scott, and grandson, 
Brandon, among his band members.
 On the other side of downtown 
on the North Stage, the Accordion 
Cowboy Chris Rybak from 
Hallettsville will play from 10 am to 
noon. Chris always has a fun group 

with him including his wife, Edita, and 
daughter, Kristina. 
 There’s something for everyone 
in the family at the Kolache Festival – 
quilt show, street rod and classic cars, 
antique machinery and tractors, and, 
of course, kolaches! 
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It's Cool to Show 
Pride in Your Roots
Two stores make it 
easy to do
 
Texas Slavic and German Warehouse 
(TSG Warehouse) is owned and 
operated by Denise and Jason Gouge. 
Both grew up in the tiny Polish town 
of Bremond, Texas where Polish 
pride and traditions abound. Being 
Texas-born and from Polish/German 
families themselves, pride was not 
lacking, though traditions were 
becoming more diluted with each 
passing generation.
 TSG Warehouse is helping keep 
these traditions alive and kicking in 
the great state of Texas and across the 
good ol' USA.

SECOND BUSINESS 
LAUNCHED 
Denise and Jason launched 
Oktoberfest Depot last September just 
in time for Oktoberfest season. "We 
attend so many Oktoberfests across 
Texas and there is so much German 
heritage in Texas that it just made 
sense to create a flagship store for that 
audience," Denise said. 
 "Our road team has been to tons 
of Polish, Czech, and German festivals 
across the state, and we will continue 

to take our road shows to certain key 
festivals," she said. 
 As a matter of fact, Oktoberfest 
Depot has been traveling out of 
state to Tulsa, and now we will be 
adding St. Charles, Missouri to the 
list. Hauling collectibles like heavy, 
breakable steins is no easy setup.  They 
basically set up a small store.  They are 
usually the first vendor to arrive and 
the last vendor out. "So we now only 
attend larger festivals that are multiple 
days," Denise explained.

ONLINE, IN STORE, 
UNDER TENT 
Both Oktoberfest Depot and TSG 
Warehouse are housed under one 
tent when on the road for efficiency 
reasons. The same goes for the 
storefront and warehouse in Bremond, 
which is between Bryan/College 
Station and Waco (45 minutes from 
each location). The storefront is also 
centrally located among Austin, 
Houston and Dallas (about 1.5-2 hours 
from each). 
 "While we try to list everything 
online, our Polish pottery selection 
is more extensive at our store than 
online at TSG Warehouse, so it might 
be worth a trip if you are into Polish 
pottery," Denise said.
 While TSGWarehouse.com 
and OktoberfestDepot.com are 
sister companies and overlap some, 
they are very different shopping 
experiences with different product 
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Visit us at our store in Bremond./Gary E. McKee photo
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selection.  TSG Warehouse 
focuses on Polish, Czech, 
and German heritage. Thus 
TSG Warehouse carries 
authentic Polish pottery, 
the famous mouth-blown 
Christmas ornaments from 
Poland, and hand-crafted 
wooden trinket boxes from 
Poland, along with Czech 
and Russian hand-painted 
nesting dolls.  
 "Polish heritage is 
heavily emphasized because 
we are located in Bremond, 
the little Polish capitol of 
Texas. My husband, Jason, and 
grew up here, with Polish and 
German roots but we were both raised 
in Polish traditions so we are quite 
familiar with it all, she said.  

STEIN SHOPPING
A small selection of steins can be 
found at TSG Warehouse but the vast 
selection of steins is at Oktoberfest 
Depot, which specializes in authentic 
steins and glassware from Germany.  
"We carry a large variety of hand-
selected steins from two of the 
top manufacturers in Germany. 
All authentic and all German," 
Denise said. "We also import the 
very collectible Hofbrauhaus line 
of products and many specialty 
Oktoberfest mugs and barware direct 
from Germany.  We are expanding 

rapidly and based on popular demand 
we will be getting into the hand-
crafted German nutcrackers in the 
coming months."
 "We pride ourselves in 
personalized service and quality 
products. We are a small mom-and-
pop shop that hopes to earn your 
business over this Oktoberfest and 
holiday season," Denise said.
 So… whether you are of Polish, 
German or Czech decent or whether 
you just enjoy celebrating with 
family and friends with your favorite 
beverage, Oktoberfest Depot and TSG 
Warehouse is the place for you.
 Cheers! - in whatever language 
you like to say it in:
Na zdrowie!
Na zdravi!
Prost! 

Denise and Jason Gouge

Or catch us on the road at a festival./Gary E. McKee photo
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D A N C E S  -  F E S T I VA L S  -  E V E N T S  -  L I V E  M U S I C
SEPTEMBER 23-25 
OKTOBERFEST
MCKINNEY, TEXAS
Authentic German music, including 
Brave Combo, food and drink, traditional 
costumes, dancing, children’s activities, 
musch more in historic downtown 
square. See ad, page 10. 972-547-7500 / 
McKinneyOktoberfest.com

SEPT 30-OCT 2; OCT 7-9
OKTOBERFEST
BIERGARTEN RIVERWALK
Live music, authentic Bavarian fare & one 
of the largest selections of import & craft 
beer on the Riverwalk. Bands include 
Eurofest, Das Ist Lustig, and Cloverleaf 
Orchestra. See ad, page 6. 210-212-7299  /  
BiergartenRiverwalk.com

SEPTEMBER 30-OCTOBER 2
36TH OKTOBERFEST
FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS
Four lively stages with continuous 
music, German food booths, domestic, 
German & Texas beer, over 40 artisans 
with handmade works of wood, 
pottery, clothing, glass, jewelry & gifts, 
Kinderpark for kids, chicken dancing 
contest, Oktubafest. See ad, page 4.
830-997-4810  /  OktoberfestInFbg.com

OCTOBER 1
PARIS OKTOBERFEST
PARIS, TEXAS
The historic Gibraltar Hotel in downtown 
Paris is the site for the town's first 
Oktoberfest. Brave Combo, Alpine 
Village Band, beautiful biergarten, food, 
arts vendors, more. See ad, page 20. 
ParisOktoberfest.com

OCTOBER 6
TEXAS STATE FAIR
DALLAS, TEXAS
Brave Combo on Chevy Main Stage, 8:30 
pm. BigTex.com

OCTOBER 8
16TH OKTOBERFEST BY THE 

BAY/TEXAS CITY, TEXAS
Music by Alpenfest, German food, cold 
drinks, silent auction, raffle, arts/crafts, 
food & sweets booth, cake spin, kids’ 
games. See ad, page 11.  409-945-4052  /  
mlctc.org

OCTOBER 14-15
HERITAGE FEST & MUZIKY
LA GRANGE, TEXAS
Texas Czech Heritage & Cultural Center 
presents live music, biergarten, dancing, 
antique car show, farm equipment show, 
museum & Czech Village tours, taroky 
tournament, heritage demos, more. 
Muziky Legends Series features Donnie 
Wavra Orchestra, fireworks finale. See ad, 
page 8.
888-785-4500  /  CzechTexas.org

OCTOBER 14-15 
33RD NEEDVILLE HARVEST 
FESTIVAL
NEEDVILLE, TEXAS
Friday night gets the barbecue cookoff 
underway. Live music Saturday with 
Al Sulak/Country Sounds and Texas 
Sound Check, festival pageants, games, 
helicopter rides, more. Proceeds benefit 
improvements to Harvest Park and other 
worthy community needs. See ad, page 
25. / 281-468-9314

OCTOBER 15
7TH KC BESTFEST
FREDERICKSBURG
Music by Fritz Hodde/Fab Six, Dutch 
Treat, and Felix Truvere & Open Road 
Band. Unique sausage & beer tasting 
event includes polka music & all the 
sausage, sauerkraut and German potatoes 
you can eat, huge raffle includes 2015 
Kawasaki 4x4 mule & guns. See ad, page 
14. / KCBestFest.com

OCTOBER 15
PINEY WOODS POLKA FEST
CROCKETT, TEXAS
Brave Combo, dancing, beer garden, 

SUMMER DANCEHALL 
SERIES
HISTORIC PEARL STABLE
SAN ANTONIO
Celebrating the music of classic South 
Texas Dance Halls
AUGUST 3 Santiago Jimenez
AUGUST 10 Fingerpistol
AUGUST 17 New Pearl Wranglers
AUGUST 24 Mark Halata & Texavia
See ad, back page; story on page 30.

SEPTEMBER 2-4
39TH WESTFEST
WEST, TEXAS
10 bands, William Clark Green, Wade 
Bowen, Gary P. Nunn, Miss Westfest, 
Kolache eating contest, arts/crafts, 
dancing in 2 pavilions, authentic foods, 
taroky tournament, kolache baking 
demonstration, antique tractor pull, 
horseshoe and washer pitching, carnival. 
See ad, page 26.
254-826-5058  /  WestFest.com

SEPTEMBER 2-4
FAYETTE COUNTY FAIR
LA GRANGE, TEXAS
Charley Pride headlines Sunday night, 
followed by Gary Allan. The Triumphs 
with B.J. Thomas and Roy Head take 
the stage Friday, and Wade Bowen and 
Randy Rogers Band play Saturday. 
Watch for daytime lineups coming soon, 
including Los Kolaches. 979-968-3911 / 
FayetteCountyFair.org

SEPTEMBER 9-10
32ND KOLACHE FESTIVAL
CALDWELL, TEXAS
4 bands, Miss Kolache Festival, arts/
crafts/food vendors, state championship 
kolache bake show competition, 
kolache eating contest, Czech Kids 
Adventure Land, street rod & classic 
car show, antique machinery & show, 
museum tours, demonstrations, quilt 
show. See ad, page 15.  979-567-0000  /  
BurlesonCountyTX.com/kolachefestival

SEPTEMBER 15-18
29TH OKTOBERFEST
ADDISON, TEXAS
Polka performances, authentic 
German food, Schuhplatten, music, 
games, biergartens, arts/crafts. 
AddisonOktoberfest.com

SEPTEMBER 17
OKTOBERFEST
HOUSTON LIEDERKRANZ
Music by Mike Gest & Night Session
See ad, page 19. 281-890-8232 /  
HoustonLiederkranz.com

SEPTEMBER 18
144TH SCHÜTZENFEST
ROUND TOP, TEXAS
Traditional crowning of shooting king at 
Rifle Association Hall at 6 pm, followed 
by dance with music by Donnie Wavra 
Orchestra. See ad, page 29. 
RoundTopRifle.com

SEPTEMBER 22-24
OKTOBERFEST
FORT WORTH, TEXAS
Live music from Brave Combo, 
Alpenmusikanten, Walburg Boys, more.
Authentic German food, beer & music, 
stein lifting, dachshund races, keg rolls, 
biergartens. See ad, page 12.
817-698-0700  / OktoberfestFW.com

SEPTEMBER 24
OKTOBERFEST
HOUSTON LIEDERKRANZ
Music by Munich Evergreens
See ad, page 19. 281-890-8232 /  
HoustonLiederkranz.com

SEPTEMBER 24
22ND KOLACHE FEST
HALLETTSVILLE, TEXAS
10 hours of music & dancing
Parade, kolache eating contest, kolache 
making demos, arts/crafts, quad jumper, 
BBQ cookoff, classic car & bike show, 
pony & train rides. See ad, page 9.
361-798-2662  /  Hallettsville.com
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Top 10 USA 
Oktoberfests
USA Today asked readers last year 
to rank the Top 10 Oktoberfests 
in the United States. Below are the 
results and the dates for their 2016 
festivals.

1. READING LIEDERKRANZ 
OKTOBERFEST 
Reading, Pennsylvania
Sept. 28-Oct. 2
610-373-3982 / 
ReadingLiederkranz.com

2. WURSTFEST
New Braunfels, Texas
November 4-13
WurstFest.com

3. OKTOBERFEST USA
La Crosse, Wisconsin
Sept. 29-Oct. 2
608-782-2098 / OktoberfestUSA.com

4. OKTOBERFEST 
ZINZINNATI
Cincinnati, Ohio
September 16-18
513-579-3197 / 
OktoberfestZinZinnati.com

5. NEW ULM OKTOBERFEST
New Ulm, Minnesota
4 locations in New Ulm
Oct. 1 - Morgan Creek Vineyards

Oct. 7 & 8, 14 & 15 Best Western Plus
Oct. 8 & 15 - Downtown New Ulm
Oct. 15 - Schell's Brewery
507-359-2941 / 
NewUlmOktoberfest.com

6. MOUNT ANGEL 
OKTOBERFEST
Mount Angel, Oregon
September 15-18
1-855-899-6338 / Oktoberfest.org

7. OKTOBERFEST 
FREDERICKSBURG
Fredericksburg, Texas
Sept. 30-Oct. 2
830-997-4810 / OktoberfestInFB.com

8. FRANKENMUTH 
OKTOBERFEST
Frankenmuth, Michigan
September 15-18
1-800-386-3378 / 
FrankenmuthFestivals.com

9. LINDE OKTOBERFEST
Tulsa, Oklahoma
October 20-23
918-596-2007 / TulsaOktoberfest.org

10. ALPINE VILLAGE 
OKTOBERFEST
Torrance, California
Sept. 9-Oct. 29
310-327-4384 / 
AlpineVillageCenter.com

Houston Liederkranz
5100 Ella Blvd.
Houston, TX 
713-957-9004

houstonliederkranz.com
facebook.com/houstonliederkranz

Saturday, August 20
Tasting from 6-7:30 PM
Dance with music by 
Auf Geht's 7-10 PM
Admission: $10
Includes 3 drink tickets & dance
(Additional beer tasting tickets 
available for $2/ea.) 
Cash bar once the dance starts.

Save the dates!
Saturday, September 17
Mike Gest & Night Session

Saturday, September 24
Munich Evergreens

German food, family fun. Benefits Piney 
Woods Fine Arts Association. 7-10 pm, 
Houston County Airport. 
936-644-4276  /  pwfaa.org

OCTOBER 21-22
35TH ISLAND 
OKTOBERFEST
GALVESTON, TEXAS
Live entertainment on 2 stages, 
including Das Ist Lustig, Midlife Crisis, 
TubaMeisters, Chris Rybak, Auf Geht's, 
more. Authentic German food, Texas 
Craft & German Beer, Quality arts/crafts 
& gift booths, exciting kids’ activities, 
dancing & choir performances. See ad, 
page 3.
409-762-8477 / GalvestonOktoberfest.com

OCTOBER 22-23
OKTOBERFEST
MUENSTER, TEXAS
Alpine Village Band, 3rd Generation, Pat 
McCollum, and more. German food, bier, 
wiener dog races, first-time carnival, First 
Wurst Race includes bike rally, contests, 
vendors, more! See ad, page 13.
940-759-2227 / OktoberfestMuesnter.com

OCTOBER 22
AUSTOBERFEST
AUSTIN, TEXAS
Brave Combo @ Scholz Garden.
512-666-7474 / AustoberFest.com

OCTOBER 22
BUDA BEER & POLKA FEST
BUDA, TEXAS
It's the return of the festival at Buda 
City Park! Different genres of music 
represented that feature top according 
players. Headlining Saturday night: Texas 
Tornadoes, featuring original members 
Augie Meyers & Flaco Jimenez. Local 
craft beers, international food court, 
washer pitching tourney, kids' games. Full 
band lineup coming soon.
roadwayevents.com/event/buda-beer-
polka-fest

OCTOBER 28-30
CZHILISPIEL 44
FLATONIA, TEXAS
Downtown Flatonia. 361-865-3920  /  
FlatoniaChamber.com

OCTOBER 29
4TH OCTOBIERFEST
ROUND TOP, TEXAS
Quality German biers, authentic German 
sausage and kraut, free music under 
outdoor pavilion at Rifle Association Hall. 
Round Top Brass Band starts the day's 
music at 11:30 am, and will alternate with 
Enzian Buam until 8 pm. See ad, page 29.
RoundTopRifle.com

NOVEMBER 4-13
56TH ANNUAL WURSTFEST
NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS
More than 40 national & international 
live music acts on 5 stages. Polka & 
waltz dancing contests, kids’ activities, 
shopping, German food & beer. See ad, 
page 28. Wurstfest.com

NOVEMBER 12
TEXAS DANCE HALL 
PRESERVATION BENEFIT
LA GRANGE, TEXAS
Texas Polka News is teaming up with 
Texas Dance Hall Preservation for a 
fundraiser at Pavilion Hall on the Fayette 
County Fairgrounds. Ennis Czech Boys 
will open for Asleep at the Wheel. More 
details coming soon. / 
TexasDanceHall.org

DECEMBER 9-11
GERMAN CHRISTMAS 
MARKET
TOMBALL, TEXAS
4 music stages, featuring 
Alpenmusikanten, Auf Geht’s, Chris 
Rybak, Das Ist Lustig & more! 200 
merchants, parade, German food, beer 
& wine, street performers, folk dancers, 
carnival. See ad, page 24.
TomballGermanFest.org
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Oktober in Paris
Our biergarten 
will amaze
Oktober in Paris. Paris, Texas that 
is. The 1st Paris Oktoberfest will 
be held at the historic Gibraltar 
Hotel Grounds on Sat., Oct. 1, with 
a host of vendors, REAL LIVE 
German music, authentic German 
food, and a beautiful biergarten 
that puts most biergartens to 
shame. (Our biergarten can beat 
up your biergarten.) 
 Paris Oktoberfest is the 
"brainchild" of comedian Daryl 
Felsberg, friends, and family. 
After traveling many years 
to Oktoberfests and German 
festivals all over the nation, they 

all chuckled at the idea of having 
ein wenig zusammenkommen (a 
little get together) somewhere in 
Paris Texas. Well, that turned into 
a full blown "help some charities" 
out and hire some big bands, 
and POOF! Gemutlichkeit, baby! 
(Loosely translated, a festival with 
heart.)

BEER. BRATS. BANDS.
The event organizers are still 
lining up the entertainment, 
but they’re off to a great start. 
They’ve booked Brave Combo 
and Alpine Village Band. BC 
will play from 3-5 pm and 
AVB will take the stage in that 
biergarten like no other from 
7-10 pm. 
 BC is that little ol’ band from 
Denton that has been rockin’ 

festivals for 
37 years. Oh, 
and they have 
two Grammys, 
numerous TV 
appearances, and 
even marched 
in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving 
Day parade. How 
cool is that? The 
latest accolade is 
the induction of 
the BC founder 
and leader, Carl 
Finch, into the 
International 
Polka 
Association Hall 
of Fame.
 The Alpine Village Band 
has been kicking out traditional 

Saturday October 1

www.parisoktoberfest.com

Alpine Villiage Band
Brave Combo
and more!

For More Info

German, stein clanking, stool 
stomping, heel kicking, chicken 
dancing music for over 30 years. 
Wes Kucera and the boys love 
a good sing-along so get your 
festival voice in tune.

GIBRALTAR HOTEL
The Gibraltar Hotel was once 
Paris’ shining glory, a testament 
to its growth, according to 
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Austin Czech Historical Association

22nd Annual Cesky Vecer
A festive evening of Czech culture

Sunday, October 9
Saengerrunde Hall

(Next to Scholz's Garden)
1607 San Jancinto Blvd., Austin
Free parking in parking garage

5:30-11 p.m.
Dinner, Entertainment, 
Silent Auction
Czech Buffet Dinner
Served at 6:30 p.m.

Music by 
Kovanda Czech Band

6:30-10:30 p.m.

Tickets $30/person 
No tickets sold at door.
No hard liquor allowed. 
Bring your own cooler 

with beer, wine, soft drinks, etc.

To order tickets
Virginia Pargmann 

512-863-3785 robparg@aol.com
Or send money, along with self-addressed 

envelope to Virginia at 
2916 Addie Ln Georgetown, TX 78628-2743

Southlake Oktoberfest is a 
family-friendly, German-themed 
festival that takes place this 

October 7-9.  Located in the beautiful 
Southlake Town Square, this event 
hosts a variety of fun including the 
popular Wiener Dog Race, German 
food and drinks, crafts, and more.  
This year ’s entertainment will feature 
Le Freak, The Molly Ringwalds, and 
children’s entertainer Eddie Coker.

OKTOBERFESTSOUTHLAKE.COM

Frisco offers fun for the whole 
family! Whether you want 
to take a stroll through a 

sculpture garden, visit the National 
Videogame Museum or you’re a fan 
of shopping, baseball, football, or 
soccer, Frisco has plenty to offer. 
Download the VisitFrisco app for a 
list of events and exclusive Frisco 
discounts.

972.292.5250

VISITFRISCO.COM

We’re much more than a 
drive-thru safari. With more 
than 1,100 animals on 1,800 

acres, Fossil Rim is a breeding center 
for the reintroduction of species in 
peril to their natural habitat. From 
cheetahs to rhinos, experience all the 
sights and sounds on your visit. Open 
362 days a year.

254.897.2960

FOSSILRIM.ORG

Visit texasmonthly.com/travel  
for more travel features, travel 
advertisers with special offers, 
and more.

7-rt
uoaw
,bxc
znlg

moretravel_sixthvert.indd   1 1/8/16   3:02 PM

It's All Dobre
Join the Austin Czech Historical 
Association for a festive evening of 
Czech culture on Sun., Oct. 9. The 
22nd annual Cesky Vecer will be held 
at Saengerrunde Hall from 5:30-11 
pm. Meet Miss Texas Czech-Slovak 
Monika Cavanagh (pictured below). 
By then we'll know how she fared in 
the US competition in Nebraska. 

 You’ll enjoy a delicious Czech 
buffet dinner, silent auction, and 
music by Kovanda’s Czech Band for 
only $30 a ticket. But don’t wait to get 
your tickets at the door; none will be 
sold then. Contact Virginia Pargmann 
at 512-863-3785 or robparg@aol.com 
to order your tickets and help this 
association with its annual fundraiser. 

FAMILY FUN IN 
SOUTHLAKE
Southlake Oktoberfest, now in 
its 14th year, is a family-friendly, 
German-themed festival that takes 
place Oct. 7-9. Located in the 
beautiful Southlake Town Square 
(22.5 miles northwest of Dallas), 
this event hosts a variety of fun 
including the popular Wiener Dog 
Race on Saturday, German food and 
drinks, crafts, and more. 
 This year’s entertainment 
will feature Le Freak, The Molly 
Ringwalds, and children’s 
entertainer Eddie Coker. 

texasescapes.com. Built in 1915 
by Richard H. Blyth, Edward 
Buford Norment and B.P. Bailey, 
it accommodated passengers 
on the St. Louis-Dallas rail 
line – a time when towns had 
street cars and real train service. 
Though damaged in the 1916 
fire, the owners were optimistic 
enough to add a seventh story 
upon restoration. But like most 
downtown hotels, it fell out of 
favor with the traveling public, 
who wanted their lodgings close 
and convenient to the highways. 
The building is now used for 
special events, like Oktoberfest!
 On Oct. 1, the Gibraltar will 
make you swear you were in 
Munich. The amazing outdoor 
biergarten will host a great VIP 
area with live German bands 
all day. Food vendors will be on 
site doling out Bavarian pretzels, 
sausage, and more! The indoor 
marketplatz will feature vendors 
selling German fare, gifts, and 
other items. 

BE A PART OF HISTORY
Here’s your chance to take part 

in a first. When the town is 
celebrating its 25th Oktoberfest, 
you can say, “I was at the first 
one!” Tickets are only $10 and 
available at parisoktoberfest.
com. For sponsorship and 
vendor information email info@
parisoktoberfest.com. And follow 
the fest’s Facebook page to keep 
up with plans as they unfold.

Gibraltar Hotel has an interesting history.
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141 Years of German 
Partying
Continue the 
tradition in Anhalt
If the walls of Anhalt Hall could 
talk, you no doubt would get an 
interesting history lesson about 
the Germans who settled this area 
between New Braunfels and Boerne 
in the late 1800s. You can take pride 
in knowing that you are continuing 
the fall harvest tradition on Sat., Oct. 
15, and making your own history 
during the hall’s 141st Oktoberfest.

A LITTLE BIT CZECH
Doors open at noon when they 
begin serving the $10 all-you-can-
eat pot roast and sausage meal. The 
Ennis Czech Boys will get the party 
started at 2 pm and play until 6 pm. 

Ennis Czech Boys have been playing 
traditional polka and other Texas 
dance hall music since 2005. Started 
by Jared Prachyl, Corey Mikula, and 
Jon Marek, the young ECB band is 
surprising many people with their 
eight-man, full-sounding polka 
band. In addition to playing the 
traditional polka they grew up with, 
they play classic country, western 
swing, and rock - adjusting the tunes 
to their audiences. 
 They have recorded four CDs, 
and their latest, You Have a Right to 
Polka, was voted Best Polka Variety 
CD by listeners of 247polkaheaven.
com. Joining the original trio are 
Trey Sylvester, Jerry Petter, Frank 
Vrla III, Michael Trojacek, and Zeke 
Martinez.

A LITTLE BIT COUNTRY 
At 7 pm, Justin Trevino and his 
band take the stage to play their 
brand of True Texas Country until 
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Tickets $5 before 4pm • $10 after 4pm
Pot roast/sausage meal served Noon-7pm • $10 all you can eat

S A T U R D A Y 
October 15, 2016
-----------------------------------------------------
141st Annual Oktoberfest
-----------------------------------------------------

Noon-11pm
Historic Anhalt Dance Hall

Anhalt Hall is off Hwy 46, between Boerne & Hwy 281. From Hwy 281, go west on Hwy 46 
for 4 miles and follow signs to Anhalt - A stop in the road.

830-438-2873  |  AnhaltHall.com

Ennis Czech Boys 2-6pm
Polka, waltz 

& variety

Justin Trevino 7-11pm
Country Music

Featuring Music By

11 pm. Originally from Brownsville 
and now living in Brady, Justin lists 
Johnny Bush, Tony Booth, George 
Jones, Darrell McCall, and Buck 
Owens among his influences. Since 
recording, producing and releasing 
his first album, Texas Honky 
Tonk, on his own in 1998, Justin 
has released another 11 albums. 
The albums reflect more than his 
signature vocals. They showcase his 
versatility and talent as songwriter, 
bass player, sound engineer, and 
producer - as well as his passion for 
traditional country music. 
 His latest album, released 
on Johnny Bush's 80th birthday 
(February 17, 2015), is Justin Trevino 
Sings Johnny Bush. It's a tribute 
to his musical hero, mentor, close 
friend and "second father," whose 
influence has extended well beyond 
Justin's tenure as a member of the 
Bandoleros  - Bush's band - from 
1994 to 2003. Since 2004, Justin has 
been recording on the Heart of Texas 
Records label, and his latest, released 
last summer, is an album of live 
recordings.
 Admission to the hall is $5 
until 4 pm. After 4, admission is 
$15. Advance tickets are available at 
AnhaltHall.com.

AND NOW FOR THE 
HISTORY
Anhalt is 28 miles west of New 
Braunfels in western Comal County. 
According to information on 
the hall's website by Oscar Haas, 
the town was settled by German 
pioneers in 1859 and became known 
as Krause Settlement. 
 The Germania Farmer Verein 
(German Farmer’s Club) was 
established in 1875 as a social and 
benevolent organization. In 1879 the 
first hall was erected, and in 1880 a 
dance floor was added for the first 
Maifest. The hall has been expanded 
several times over the years. In 1951 
the beer garden was added and in 
1953 the kitchen was built. Today, 
the Verien has approximately 350 
members.
 Two explanations have been 
offered for the name Anhalt: one, 
that it derives from the German 
word for “stopping place” since most 
travelers from New Braunfels would 
stop there on their way to Boerne; 
the other, that it refers to a region of 
the same name in Germany. Either 
way, stop on in and make some more 
history!
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Houston Presents 
Beer Fest with a 
German Twist 
 
Join us at our 
new location near 
downtown
Oktoberfest Houston will 
showcase German and Texas 
culture in one fantastic day! Join 
us on Sat., Sept. 24 for Houston's 
only Beer Fest with a German 
twist. Put on your Lederhosen 
and Dirndls and enjoy a variety 
of German and craft beer, and 
the best polka music in Texas 
at our gorgeous new venue! 
The Water Works on Buffalo 
Bayou is located right outside 
of downtown Houston with 
amazing views of the skyline as it 
sits atop a decommissioned water 
cistern.
 Entertainment this year 
includes Eurofest, Auf Geht's, 
Gene Hackemack, D.J. 
BigReeks, The Texas Ren Fest 

German Court, and German 
Folk Dancers. In addition to 
the HoustonSSC Fun Zone with 
games like Giant Jenga and 
Connect 4, the Houston Sports 
and Social Club will host the 
annual Oktoberfest Olympiad 
Games for free this year! 

LET THE GAMES BEGIN!
These German-style games include 
the Stein Race, Barrel Roll, Bucket 
Race, and the legendary Brat Toss! 
And come ready to compete in the 
stein hoisting, chicken dance, and 
best-dressed contests for awesome 
prizes. 
 We look forward to seeing 
you there! Please choose from two 
ticket options and get 20% OFF 
with coupon code POLKABEAT. 
General admission is $25, which 
includes entry to festival at 
the gorgeous new venue with 
live music and games. A VIP 
ticket costs $80, which includes 
expedited entry to the festival, 
access to the VIP area with 
preferred seating, complimentary 
drinks and food, and private 
restrooms!
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Tomball, Texas, Old Town near the historical Train Depot, 201 S. Elm 

TomballGermanFest.org  Free Admission, Parking & Shuttle
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" 4 Music Stages
200 Merchants
German Food, 
Beer & Wine

Strolling Carolers & 
Other Entertainers

Folk Dancers
Carnival Rides

Auf Geht’s
Dujka Brothers

Chris Rybak
Alpenmusikanten

Eurofest
Das Ist Lustig

TubaMeisters
Kevin Anthony

Mike Stroup Trio
Armstrong Family 
Bluegrass Band

The Festival is sponsored by the City of Tomball, Tomball Sister City Org., and German Heritage Festival

Tomball German 
Christmas Market & Festival

W e i h n a c h t s m a r k t  T e x a s  S t y l e

December 9-11
Friday 6-10 pm  Saturday 10 am-10 pm  Sunday 10 am-6 pm

"Listed #3 of Top 10 magical German Christmas Markets in the USA! German Embassy, Washington, D.C"

Featured Entertainers

Weihnachtsmarkt, 
Texas Style
Rated #3 magical 
Christmas market 
in USA
Herzlich willkommen, y’all! It’s 
a Texas German celebration Dec. 

9-11, on the old downtown streets 
of Tomball. The German Embassy 
in Washington, D.C., ranks this fest 
#3 on its list of the most magical 
German Christmas Markets in 
the USA. #1 is Christkindlmarkt 
in Leavenworth, Washington, and 
#2 is Christkindlmarkt in Denver. 
(Okay, so being dusted with snow 
probably adds to their magical 
ambience.) 

 Come and enjoy the family-
friendly ambience - gemütlichkeit 
- of Tomball’s unique music/street 
festival with four stages of live 
continuous music, and an open-air 
market along with antique shops in 
the old town area.

LET'S DANCE
Dance to the music of Auf Geht’s, 
Chris Rybak, Alpenmusikanten, 
Eurofest, Das Ist Lustig, 
TubaMeisters, Kevin Anthony, 
Mike Stroup Trio, Armstrong 
Family Bluegrass Band, and get 
into the festive spirit with the 
sounds of strolling Christmas 
carolers. 
 Alpenmusikanten, with 
their Alpine ski lodge party 
songs, modern Oktoberfest hits, 
traditional German favorites and 
high-energy arrangements will be 
the headliner for this year’s festival. 
 Enjoy folk dancing by the 
Rathkamp German Folk Dancers, 
Keine Kust German Folk Dance 
Troupe, and local clogging 
groups. Sinterklaas (the original 
Dutch Santa) will be strolling the 
marketplace, along with Elf, a 
live Christmas tree, entertainers, 
and Santa Claus himself. These 
characters welcome free photo 
requests, so bring your camera. 

LET'S SHOP
An estimated 200 unique and 
interesting street vendors will line 
Market and S. Walnut Streets, 
selling German Christmas items, 
arts and crafts, and much more. 
Visit the Weihnachtshaus inside 
the Community Center at 221 
Market Street at the corner of 
Cherry Street, which will be 
filled with German clothes and 
souvenirs for sale. 
 Three German tents with 

music stages will house biergartens 
decorated with German themes 
and Christmas lights. Tables and 
chairs will allow you to relax with 
your dunkles bier (dark beer), or 
a warm cup of glühwein (mulled 
wine). 

LET'S PLAY
Kinderfest (kid’s area) will provide 
entertainment and fun for the 
young visitors. It includes carnival 
rides, bungee-jump, rock wall, 
petting zoo, pony ride, walk on 
water, and more. 

LET'S EAT
Food vendors will include 
traditional German food and 
drink, glühwein, beer, Christmas 
stolen (fruit bread) and other 
homemade breads, kaffee und 
kuchen (coffee and pastry), 
bratwurst, red cabbage, schnitzel, 
apple strudel, etc., and will, 
also, include festival foods like 
funnel cake, corn dogs, hot dogs, 
hamburgers, kettle korn, and 
barbecue.
 The Festival is sponsored by 
the City of Tomball, Tomball Sister 
City Org., and German Heritage 
Festival, and is proud to continue 
to offer FREE admission, parking, 
and shuttle. Shuttle parking is in 
the east lot of Tomball Regional 
Hospital with shuttles running 
continuously on Saturday and 
Sunday.  
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Live music on Saturday! 5-11 pm
M A I N  S T A G E  -  H A R V E S T  P A R K

Al Sulak/Country Sounds and Texas Sound Check
281-468-9314 | Harvest Park • 3001 Violet St. • Needville

33rd Annual Friday
October 14th

6pm-Midnight
Saturday

October 15th

7:30am-Midnight
Tickets: $6

Entry fee includes both days
– Children 6 and under free –Friends of Harvest Park is a 501 C3 organization.

All proceeds go directly back into the park.

Harvest Some Fun 
at Needville Harvest 
Festival
The 33rd Annual Needville Harvest 
Festival is set for Oct. 14-15 at 
Harvest Park. Tons of stuff to do 
and see – barbecue cook-off, hot 
dog eating contest, corn shucking 
contest, and a fun run. The park 
will also feature food vendors, 
arts and crafts, lawn mower races, 
helicopter rides, and a special Kidz 
Zone.   

 Don't miss the annual Queen 
contest, Little Mr. & Miss contest, 
talent show, live and silent auctions, 
Gator 4x4 raffle, and lots of music 
on Saturday. 
 Al Sulak and the Country 
Sounds will battle it out with 
Texas Sound Check from 5-11 
pm. All proceeds benefit the 
development of Harvest Park and 
the community center.  
 Proceeds also help other 
community projects, and fund 
scholarships for Needville High 
School grads. So head out to 
Needville and harvest some fun! 

The 2016 court for Little Miss wants you to win this 4x4 mule!/Festival photo
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Fri, Sat & Sun 
Sept. 2-4 | West, TX
Held on the West Fair & Rodeo Grounds, one mile south of WEST on Main St.
The town of West is located 14 miles north of Waco.

• Miss Westfest Contest & Preview Party Friday night
• Parade Sat 10am
• Kolache Eating contest Sunday 12:30 - 2pm
• Arts & Crafts, Dancing in two pavilions, authentic foods
• Polka Mass Sun 10:15am, Taroky Tournament, Kolache  
   Baking, Antique Tractor Pull, Horseshoe/Washers, more.
• Carnival Ride Armband Packages Available Friday &  
   Sunday Nights

Also performing Saturday & Sunday:    
 Brave Combo, Czechaholics, 
 Dujka Brothers, Chris Rybak,
 Jodie Mikula Orchestra, 
 Praha Brothers, Ennis Czech Boys 
 Jerry Haisler & Melody 5, 
 Czech & Then Some 

Sunday 10 PM - Midnight  Gary P. Nunn 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
PREVIEW PARTY! 

WADE BOWEN

10:00 PM

WILLIAM CLARK 
GREEN

8:00 PM

5:30 PM -12:30 AM
Admission $15 

Miss Westfest 
Crowning 7:00 PM

Call 254-826-5058 or Westfest.com for more details!
Sat & Sun 11 AM - 12:30 AM

Admission $8 adults; $6 children age 6-12;  
Children < 6 free with adult.

All Parking $5 per car. Exit 353.

Photo: Ben Ranzinger

Czech Out Westfest!
Head to West 
Labor Day 
Weekend
Westfest is an annual event held 
every Labor Day Weekend that 
salutes the town of West’s Czech 
heritage, featuring constant 
entertainment, authentic Czech 
music, food, and a plethora of 
family-oriented activities. This 
year’s three-day extravaganza kicks 
off Fri., Sept. 2, with the crowning 
of Miss Westfest at 6 pm chased 
by a double-barreled blast of Texas 
music with William Clark Green 
and Wade Bowen. 

WE LOVE A PARADE!
The following morning a parade 
through downtown starts at 10 
am, and at high noon, along with 
the roaring of tractors in the 
background, the Dujka Brothers 
and Chris Rybak start off the 
weekend of polka mania in the east 
and west pavilions. 

 At 4 pm, the Jodie Mikula 
Orchestra and the Praha Brothers 
pick up the polka baton for four 
hours. At 8 pm, Jerry Haisler & 
the Melody 5 start the evening 
dancing, with Brave Combo, one of 
Westfest's fave bands, following at 
8:30 pm.

SUNDAY RITUALS
Thennnn, for those of you whose 
legs aren’t too sore from almost 
12 hours of polka can join others 
at 8 am for the Kolache 5000 run 
through West on Sunday morning. 
Combine your love of polka and 
God at the Polka Mass at 10:25 am. 
 At the same time beer goes on 
sale, The Czechaholics will take 
the stage to shake out the cobwebs 
for those who didn’t make it to the 
race (or church). And speaking 
of shaking, James L. Wages will 
channel Elvis, at 12:15 pm, for 
those preferring a hunka, hunka 
dancing pleasure. Mid-afternoon 
(2:30), Brave Combo returns to the 
stage with their unique brand of 
polka, along with crowd favorites 
hokey pokey, chicken dance, the 

Bud Light Stage
12-4 pm Dujka Brothers

4-8 pm Jodie Mikula Orchestra
8:30-12:15 am Brave Combo

West Tent
12-4 pm Chris Rybak

4-8 pm Praha Brothers
8-12:15 pm Jerry Haisler/Melody 5

Bud Light Stage
12-4 pm Czechaholics

4-7:30 pm Czech & Then Some

West Tent
12:15-2:15 pm 

James L. Wages - Sincerely Elvis
2:30-6:30 pm Brave Combo

6:30-8 pm Ennis Czech Boys

F R I D A Y  P R E V I E W  P A R T Y
7 pm Miss Westfest

8 pm William Clark Green
10 pm Wade Bowen

S A T U R D A Y

S U N D A Y
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twist, and conga line. (Everybody 
scream!) 
 Local favorites Czech & Then 
Some bring their brass-driven 
polka, waltz, and country music to 
the stage at 4 pm. The Ennis Czech 
Boys take the stage at 6:30 pm. The 
Sunday Night Shutdown Party will 
feature Branded Heart at 8 pm and 
Gary P. Nunn at 10 pm.  

A WORLD OF CULTURE
Other entertainment during 
the fest features dance groups 
performing in the Sefcik 
Amphitheater. In addition to 
Czech dancing and costumes, you 
will find Norwegian, Mexican, 
Scandinavian, Dutch, and others. 
There is plenty of seating so that 
you may rest your feet as you view 
the colorful and entertaining 
culture of the world.
 Westfest also features a giant 
carnival and midway. Contests 
include kolache eating and kolache 
baking, horseshoe and washer 
pitching, and a Taroky tournament. 
And, don’t miss your opportunity 
to see Westfest from a whole new 
perspective! Helicopter rides will 
be offered all three days of the fest.
 Westfest was founded in 
1976 as a means for the West 
community to raise funds for 
a variety of projects, including 
various athletic facilities for youth 
groups, senior citizen activities, 
a community center, library, and 
other civic and cultural programs. 
To date, Westfest has raised over 
three quarter a million dollars for 
the community.
 All activities are scheduled at 
the West Fair and Rodeo grounds 
one mile south of downtown on 
South Main Street. 

Gary E. McKee photos; bottom photo - festival photo
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W U R S T I C K E T
BRING THIS COUPON AND GET  

ONE FREE ADMISSION WITH ONE PAID ADMISSION.

VALID  NOV 6 - 9, 2016 ONLY • KIDS 12 & UNDER FREE!

TP
N2

01
6

WURSTFEST.COM

Annual Wurstfest 
Promises Fun for the 
Whole Family
56th event salutes 
German heritage 
for 10 days
Preparations are well underway 
here for the 56th annual 
Wurstfest celebration, with 
staff and volunteers working 
diligently to ensure that the 
2016 festival, which will be held 
Friday, November 4 through 
Sunday, November 13, is the 
biggest and best one yet.

A TRADITION OF FUN
Started in 1961 as a week 
highlighting sausage products 

offered by more than 30 local 
producers, the annual festival 
has grown by leaps and bounds. 
Currently, Wurstfest draws 
thousands of revelers from 
throughout the world who come 
to eat, drink, dance, and make 
merry while enjoying the music 
of dozens of live bands at five 
entertainment stages. 
 2014 saw the addition of 
Stelzenplatz, a relaxed outdoor 
market with unique shopping, 
food and drink, music, a small 
carnival and comfortable 
biergarten. 
 The new area is located 
under Stelzenhaus just inside 
of Gate #1 and connects to the 
main festival grounds via bridge 
over the pristine Comal River.  
 Throughout its growth, one 
factor has remained consistent: 
The spirit of the festival is a 

celebration of the German 
heritage of New Braunfels, and 
its opportunities for fun. 

MUSIC IS THE HEART
From national and international 
acts to local Texas talent, there's 
always a tune pumping at 
Wurstfest. The ceremony begins 
every year with world-renowned 
polka maniac Alex Meixner 
kicking off the festivities at the 
grand opening. Throughout 
the run of the festival, dozens 
of bands keep the crowds 
dancing with polkas, waltzes, 
and other great dances. In 
addition to Alex, Wurstfest faves 
Squeezebox and Jimmy Sturr 
will be there, along with the 
Texas greats including Dujka 
Brothers, Ennis Czech Boys, 
and Texas Sound Check.

COMMUNITY AFFAIR
In addition to the festivities 
being held on the grounds, there 
are a number of great activities 
throughout the city. The New 
Braunfels community really 
bursts to life during Wurstfest! 
Residents and visitors alike can 

enjoy several arts and crafts 
events, special museum exhibits, 
the Wurst 5-Mile Run, Tour de 
Gruene bike race, or Wurstfest 
Regatta. Additionally, the Circle 
Arts Theatre, located adjacent 
to the festival grounds, puts on 
an annual melodrama for the 
enjoyment of all ages.

AN HONORED TRADITION
Wurstfest is a unique 10-day 
celebration of German heritage 
and Texas fun. It begins on the 
first Friday of  November on 
special festival grounds near 
the headwaters of the beautiful 
Comal River in New Braunfels. 
Visit wurstfest.com for event 
details.
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www.roundtoprifle.com  |  710 FM 1457, Round Top, Texas

114444tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  ––  SScchhüüttzzeennffeesstt  

OOkkttooBBiieerrFFeesstt  

ROUND TOP RIFLE ASSOCIATION Cordially Invites You To:

Music by
Donnie
Wavra
Orchestra

German Fun in 
Round Top
The Rifle Association Hall features 
two events this fall that you 
will just love. The 144th Annual 
Schützenfest celebration and dance 
on Sun., Sept. 18, and OktoBierFest 
on Sat., Oct. 29. 
 Schützenfest is a shooting 
contest that results in the crowning 
of the König (king), who is the 
Rifle Association member with 
the best score after three rounds 
of shooting. That evening, the 
members and public gather for the 
crowning of the König, followed 
by several hours of dancing to 
the music of the Donnie Wavra 
Orchestra. At 6 pm, the new 
König is escorted into the hall by 
a procession of all the members. 
Following his introduction to 
the crowd, he is crowned by the 
previous king. At that point, some 
members (usually youngest and 
strongest) hoist the new König into 
the air three times to the shouts of 
“Hoch sol er leben, hoch sol er leben, 
drei mal hoch.”  The new König 

does have responsibilities though, 
the first of which is to treat the 
RTRA members and their guests to 
a nice cold keg of beer!
 The König then has the 
honor of tapping the first keg 
at OktoBierFest. Shown below, 
Schützenkönig Dillon Marburger, 
tapped the keg at last year's event. 
 The traditional Fassanstich (keg 
tapping) for the 4th annual fest 
will be held at 12 noon sharp in the 
covered pavilion!  
 The bier is presented in gravity 
fed-style requiring no CO2, just as 
it has been done in Germany for 
centuries, and will be served free to 
all while it lasts. 
 Enjoy authentic German food, 
bier, and music. This year’s lineup 
will feature the Round Top Brass 
Band and Enzian Buam.

Gary E. McKee photos
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A t P e a r l . c o m      p o l k a b e a t . c o m

Music by

Mark Halata 
& Texavia

of Houston

Join Texas Polka News in saluting the music of 
Adolph Hofner in the centennial year of his birth.

Join Texas Polka News and polkabeat.com 
at the Pearl Stable for a Czech Polka Dance!

W E D N E S D A Y 
August 17

Pearl Stable 
San Antonio, TX

6-9 pm

Music by
The New Pearl Wranglers

Led by David Bedrich of Austin
Special Appearance by Kathy Hofner Fielding 

Pick up the June issue of Texas Polka News to read  
Adolph’s story as told by Editor and Photojournalist Gary E. McKee.

W E D N E S D A Y 
August 24
Pearl Stable 
San Antonio, TX

6-9 pm

Adolph Hofner 
100 Years

TPN to Sponsor 
Salute to Hofner, 
Czech Polka at Pearl
Join Texas Polka News in saluting 
the music of Adolph Hofner in the 
centennial of his birth on Wed., 
Aug. 17, and kicking up our heels at 
a Czech polka dance on Wed., Aug. 
24. Both are part of the Summer 
Dance Hall Series at the Pearl 
Stable in San Antonio, held from 
6-9 pm. 
      The Hofner salute will 
feature music by  The New Pearl 
Wranglers, led by David Bedrich 
of Austin. (David also plays for 
Czech Melody Masters and The 
Swingsters.) Adolph's daughter, 
Kathy Hofner Fielding, will be 
there, and maybe join the band for 
a tune or two. 
      The polka dance on the 24th 
will feature the music of Mark 
Halata & Texavia. Texavia played 
at the Pearl Stable last year and 
everyone had a ball.

      Other August dates for the 
series are Santiago Jimenez on the 
3rd, and FingerPistol on the 10th.

LIFE AT THE PEARL
When the San Antonio Brewery 
closed in 2001, the brewery 
grounds were repurposed using the 
majestic brew building as a focal 
point, into the “community” of 
Pearl. 
      Boasting 324 apartments, 15 
restaurants, 13 retailers, and 18 
resident businesses, as well as a 
twice-weekly Farmers Market, 
Pearl has formed an exciting 
neighborhood on the upper 
San Antonio River just north of 
downtown known as 
Museum Reach. The newest 
addition is Hotel Emma, which 
opened last fall in the Brewhouse.

Gary E. McKee photo

The Polka On! photographers 
captured the 2015 O Fest season like 
no others! Danke Gary E. McKee, 
Earline Berger Okruhlik, Julie Matus, 
and Karen Williams. Enjoy the 
photos on page 31 and throughout 
this issue.
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Covering Texas Polka Scene 
Since 1987 

Texas Polka News

Providing Dance Hall Weekend 
Schedules Since 2010 

Subscribe to Texas Polka News for only $25/yr. for 12 monthly issues. 
Send check to PO Box 800183 Houston, TX 77280. 

Go to PolkaBeat.com to subscribe online by clicking on the Texas Polka 
News logo on the homepage. While you’re there, sign up for our FREE 

weekly e-newsletter at the top right of the homepage.
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FREE TO PUBLIC

COME EARLY • SPACE LIMITED

— CASH BAR —

BEER    WINE    SODA    H2O

Adolph Hofner’s
1 0 0 t h b i r t h d a y

P R O U D  O F  T H E  H I S TO R I CA L
S U P P O RT  TO  H I S  L E G AC Y

JUL 06–AUAUA G 24
EVERY WEDNESDAY • PEARL STABLE

doors–530 • music–600—  P R O U D L Y  I N T R O D U C E S  —

2016


