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TOGETHER
In his first letter to the Christian church in Thessalonica, the Apostle Paul wrote, “We always 
give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before 
our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

I feel the same sense of thanks for you all, for this vibrant and hope-bringing congregation. 

As I write this welcome letter, Pastor Samuelson is in the early stages of her sabbatical, and I 
give thanks on her behalf as well, for this congregation she serves with such joy and passion, and 
in gratitude for the time away that Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd is providing her.

This issue of Together is full of a variety of enlightening and enjoyable articles; from summer 
opportunities for worship (pages 10, 16),  to invitations to join the ministries of this congregation 
in outreach (page 18), Vacation Bible School (page 9), and to “get fit” by biking, swimming and 
running (page 10).

Our cover story highlights the important work of the Heritage Committee, which holds together 
this congregation’s past – its history – and its future – the story that God’s people here in this 
place continue to tell.

I would also draw your attention, in particular, to Elise Tweten’s article on her work with the 
“shared ministry” of worship leadership. Elise’ wonderful work calling on a great variety of folks 
to take part in worship leadership has been a gift to us this last year and has the laid the groundwork 
for years to come. Thanks to Elise!

On that note, as we prepare to bid farewell to our present Intern Elise, we are also looking ahead 
to next year. In Pastor Samuelson’s annual report, she wrote the following:

Heather Roth Johnson, our director of Children and Family Ministry, graduated from 
Luther with a Master of Arts in cross-cultural ministry in 1996. In 2000 she went back 
to seminary for her Master of Divinity degree, the degree needed to become a pastor. 
She was three courses away from that degree when she and her husband went as 
missionaries to Madagascar. She would like to complete her degree and become a pastor 
one day. To assist her in that process, she will be our intern for the next two years, from 
the end of August 2016 to the end of August 2018. This internship will be part-time, 
which will allow her to continue overseeing children’s ministry with the same creativity, 
love and enthusiasm. Because she is already doing many of the things our interns do, 
this is a workable arrangement.

We look forward to another year of shared life and faith, together, following the Good Shepherd.

Paul’s closing words to the Thessalonians are mine to you as well: “May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.”

Pastor Karl N. Jacobson

WHERE  
LOVE COMES 
TO LIFE
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WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

BY CONNIE FUKUDA-CLARK

G O O D S H E P H E R D ’S  P R O P E R T Y S E R V I C E  C O M M I T T E E :

Many hands make light work
The committee keeps an ongoing list of maintenance and other 
improvement tasks. Periodically, there is a scheduled volunteer work 
session. This is the time when the team steps in and tackles and completes 
tasks. The team exemplifies the axiom, “Many hands make light work.”

The Property Service Team consists of members of all ages – males, 
females, seniors, adults and children. “This is a dedicated group of 
volunteers who work from time to time to maintain, improve and 
beautify our building and grounds,” adds Craig.

It’s not all work and no fun. A side benefit of participating on the  
team is a chance to foster and develop friendships with other Good 
Shepherd members who enjoy doing similar work. Jobs are often done 
in small groups, so there are opportunities to work side-by-side with 
familiar and new people. Plus, refreshments are provided for these 
hard-working volunteers.

REPURPOSING FURNITURE WITH A PURPOSE

One of the initiatives of the Property Committee is eliminating and 
repurposing unnecessary items, including unused furniture that has 
accumulated in the building over the years.

For example, with the arrival of the new sanctuary chairs, the committee 
decided that a set of wooden chairs – most recently used in the chapel 
– were no longer needed. On a recent Property Service Team work  
day, volunteers collected, wiped and moved these chairs so that they 
could be donated to Our Redeemer Oromo Evangelical Church, a 
congregation with which Good Shepherd has partnered. Our Redeemer 
Oromo was very pleased to receive the chairs, putting them to good use 
in its own chapel.

Next the Property Service Team will restore the chapel so that it can 
be used for its intended purpose, with a grouping of the new chairs 
occupying that space.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE PROPERTY SERVICE TEAM?

Spring is a busy time for the Property Committee and the team. At the 
next work session, some volunteers will be busy outdoors raking, sweeping 
and washing windows. There will also be plenty of tasks for those who 
prefer to work indoors, as the team continues to work on its ongoing 
project list.

WHAT DO THESE THINGS HAVE IN COMMON?

These words describe Good Shepherd’s Property 
Committee in a nutshell. It’s a group that willingly 
tackles ongoing and new tasks to truly make a difference 
– most importantly supported by the Property Service 
Team. The committee has eight members: Chairperson 
Craig Brandt, Erik Berg, Bill Kerker, Grant Johnson, 
Ron Johnson, Joel Marty, Bob Stein and Laura Stein. 
They do the strategic planning for property service.

“Property Committee members have learned that there 
are many tasks throughout a given year that must be 
completed in order to keep Good Shepherd’s building 
and grounds in tip-top shape,” says Craig. This includes 
routine maintenance tasks as well as additional projects 
on an ad hoc basis.

PROPERTY SERVICE TEAM

This team of 25 members is the arms and legs of the 
Property Committee. It also serves as the talent and 
bench strength needed to maintain Good Shepherd’s 
extensive property. Craig describes the team as “the 
friends of the Property Committee.” 

Grounds keeping
R E P U R P O S I N G  F U R N I T U R E

Window washing
C A M A R A D E R I E

Fun!
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INTERESTED IN HELPING OUT?

The Property Service Team is always interested in welcoming new 
members. No ongoing commitment is required; members will be 
informed monthly about upcoming service opportunities. Though 
the team includes people possessing a variety of skills and abilities, 
there’s no talent requirement to join the group!

If you are interested in joining the Property Service Team, please 
contact Craig Brandt at craig.brandt@snyderattorneys.com or 
call him at 612-423-1525.

During the past year, the trees and other plants that 
had been in the courtyard had to be removed in order 
to facilitate the construction project. The construction 
project and budget, though, did not include an 
allocation for landscaping and beautification of the 
finished courtyard space.

Pastor Samuelson, with the support of the Council, 
asked Good Shepherd members Linda and Bill Kerker, 
principal owners of Kerker, Inc., a landscape design 
firm, to prepare proposals for replanting and 
beautification of both the courtyard and the new garden 
plots that have been created around the new south 
parking lot entry.

As expected, the Kerkers have provided a very high 
quality and thoughtful plan to beautify those prominent 
locations. The initial design plans have been reviewed 
and tentatively approved by members of the Property 
Committee as well as by several persons who have for 
years tended the plants and trees in our courtyard.

The Council approved moving ahead to complete this 
project. In an effort to defray the overall cost of the 
project, the Kerkers have agreed that volunteer labor 
provided by Good Shepherd members (coordinated 
through the Property Committee) can be used to 
complete much of the project work.

While not all of the project details have been finalized, 
we currently estimate that this project will cost 
approximately $40,000 (for materials). We currently 
have about $4,000 in this year’s property budget for 
this project.

We are asking members to prayerfully consider making 
a one-time donation to support this unique and 
important project. If you are willing to do so, please 
inform Laura Stein at l.stein@goodshepherdmpls.org 
or 612-927-8849, drop your donation identified as 
“courtyard project” in the offering basket or give online 
or at the giving kiosk located in the narthex.

If we can raise the required funds promptly, we 
anticipate moving ahead with this project within the 
next couple months, with the goal of having most of 
the work completed by the end of June. We would 
then anticipate having services in the courtyard during 
the months of July and August, and for years into  
the future.

Please contact me or Property Committee chairperson 
Craig Brandt with questions. A landscape forum will 
be held on June 5 at 9:30 a.m. in the courtyard. Bill 
and Linda Kerker will present the proposed project for 
the courtyard and south entry.

BY CATHY ROINAS, 
PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION

COURTYARD PLANS

D E V E L O P
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WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

Dogs in church? You’ve probably seen several different dogs at 
Good Shepherd, all with red capes. These dogs are being raised 
by Marianne Malko, who, with the support of her spouse Teresa 
Malko, volunteers to train dogs with the nonprofit Can-Do-
Canines. Marianne and I work together at UpTurnships, so  
I asked her to share her passion for dog-rearing.

WHAT IS CAN-DO-CANINES?

It’s a nonprofit based in New Hope that is the largest provider 
of disability assistance dogs in Minnesota. Can-Do-Canines 
provides fully-trained dogs free of charge to members of the 
community dealing with mobility challenges, hearing loss, 
seizures, diabetes or autism. A trained dog is valued at $25,000, 
and much of the training is completed by volunteers. Some 
dogs are trained in prison, and all dogs go to Can-Do-Canines 
for “finishing school.”

WHEN DID YOU GET YOUR FIRST DOG?

In March 2014 we became a puppy-raiser for our first dog, a 
black Lab named Alice. She was with us for 18 months. We 
trained her on house manners, obedience and assistance skills. 
Our job was to expose her to as many social situations as possible. 
For example, Alice attended every day at UpTurnships and was 
the unofficial mascot!

HAVE YOU HAD OTHER DOGS?

Over the past two years, we’ve had seven dogs. Besides Alice, 
we had a black Lab named Oakley who was bred for puppies. 
We’ve also had four puppies that received initial training at a 
prison but then came to our home for socialization skills. These 
puppies stayed for one to two weeks.

BY JULIE BURROWS

WHO LET THE D GS IN?
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TELL ME ABOUT YOUR NEW DOG, STORM.

Storm is a two-year-old black Standard Poodle trained as a 
Diabetes Assist dog. Storm’s training came in handy just last 
week. We were in a waiting room and Storm gave the “alert” 
for low blood sugar. It turned out a pregnant woman with 
gestational diabetes was in the same waiting room. When she 
checked her blood, she had dangerously low blood sugars. 
Storm’s alert helped avert a health incident.

Storm was recently “career changed” due to her predisposition 
to hip dysplasia. She will be with us for the long-term. Her 
current job is to build awareness for Can-Do-Canines as an 
“ambassador dog.” Unlike all the other dogs, you can pet Storm 
at church! However in the future, to avoid confusion, we may 
remove the cape as she gets officially certified as a therapy dog.

SERVICE OR THERAPY?

Storm’s next role at Good Shepherd will be as a therapy dog. 
We are training with Parish Nurse Dorothy Ellerbroek to help 
Good Shepherd families in memory care centers. Service dogs 
are dedicated to one person and should not be distracted by 
other people or animals. Therapy dogs are accompanied by their 
owner and interact with many people. These therapy dogs lift 
people’s spirits.

HOW HAVE THE DOGS BEEN RECEIVED AT GOOD 
SHEPHERD?

Our entire congregation has been incredibly supportive! Many 
thanks to the members who have been so respectful of the 
no-petting rules. All the dogs have also been blessed by Pastor 
Deb. Thank you for such warm greetings to the dogs and to the 
mission of training dogs for disability assistance.

WHAT IS THE HARDEST PART OF TRAINING DOGS?

That’s easy – giving up the dogs when they’re trained. The phrase 
the volunteers use is: “If it doesn’t hurt to give them up, you 
shouldn’t be doing this job!” We fall in love with each dog, as 
they are truly special animals, programmed to please us.

TWO FUN FACTS?

1. Ten percent of the Can-Do-Canine dogs are selected from 
the dog pound.

2. Thirty percent of the dogs are eventually “career changed” 
for various reasons, from how they fit with their clients to 
health issues.

What an amazing ministry, Marianne. Thank you for sharing 
your story and your dogs with us!

Alice

Oakley



REMARKABLE. SERVICE. GROUNDING. RENEWAL.
These are the words that four of our congregation members 
came up with in response to the question, “If you could describe 
your trip to Uruguay with one word only, what word would you 
choose?” In many ways, these words capture the incredible 
journey that Good Shepherd has taken in its partnership with 
Nuestro Salvador over the past nine years. Erienne Nelson, Rob 
Albright, Dave Matyi and Sharon Hammond shared their 
reflections with me on their experience 5,984 miles from home 
in Montevideo, Uruguay, this past February. They spoke of the 
most challenging and rewarding aspects of their trip – how 
they have come to understand Good Shepherd and Nuestro 
Salvador’s relationship – as well as how they see our future as 
sister congregations unfolding.

When Good Shepherd first ventured into this relationship with 
Nuestro Salvador, no one knew the ways in which it would 
change and grow. There was even a period of time in which 
there was uncertainty about whether it would continue, but our 
paths have joined together once again—in large part due to 
Dave Matyi’s year at Nuestro Salvador as a Young Adults in 
Global Mission (YAGM) volunteer. As Erienne put it, Dave’s 
connection to the congregation created a “huge arching doorway” 
for our travelers, adding to the narrative that began in 2007. 
Even in the short time Dave had been away from Nuestro 
Salvador, he witnessed tremendous growth in their programming, 
especially with El Sembrador, an after-school program for kids 
that he helped form and develop. In fact, all of the travellers 
pointed to this program as a unique opportunity to connect our 
youth here in Minnesota to their peers in Montevideo; Rob 
specifically mentioned that “it would be great if we had our 
kids (K-12) interacting with the kids at El Sembrador via mail 
and electronically.” 

Sharon shared that the most rewarding aspect of the trip for 
her was the “new people that she met.” Coincidentally, a 
rewarding moment for Erienne was watching Sharon and Josè, 
a Nuestro Salvador congregation member, reunite: “Josè visited 
us at Good Shepherd many years ago and stayed with Sharon. 
Josè didn’t realize that Sharon was the person that he stayed 
with, and he was so surprised and overjoyed when he saw her 
that he teared up; it was equally as hard to watch them say 
goodbye a week later.” 

A recurring theme for our travellers was this sense of connection 
and fellowship with one another, a fellowship that Rob knows 

has “stood the test of time.” Rob also went on the second trip 
that Good Shepherd took to Uruguay in 2008. He realizes that 
the purpose of these excursions are not to “build something or 
donate time.” To collaborate across boundaries of difference in 
order to support initiatives happening in each church community 
is so much more than that. As Sharon put it, it is celebrating 
“the joys and struggles of our global Lutheran church.”

So, what does the future hold for this partnership? In large part, 
it depends on who steps up to help carry it forward. Dave would 
love to see more Skype sessions which can feel more personal 
than Facebook interactions. Sharon, Rob and Erienne all spoke 
to the ease with which you can “Like” the Facebook pages 
“Compañeros in Christ” and “Iglesia Luteranaen Montevideo” 
in order to follow what’s going on. You or your children could 
set up a penpal relationship to practice Spanish and experience 
cultural exchange, or you could get involved with connecting 
El Sembrador to our youth at Good Shepherd. Another great 
opportunity to connect is over the fact that members of Nuestro 
Salvador were also really interested in the model we participate 
in for Families Moving Forward. Even if you’re intimidated by 
a lack of Spanish, Erienne offers these words of encouragement: 
“God finds ways to connect when the words aren’t there.”

Since we all have to start somewhere, please join me in saying 
the Lord’s Prayer (Padre Nuestro):

Padre nuestro que estás en los cielos
Santificado sea tu Nombre

Venga tu reino
Hágase tu voluntad

En la tierra como en el cielo
Danos hoy el pan de este día
y perdona nuestras deudas

como nosotros perdonamos nuestros deudores
y no nos dejes caer en al tentación

sino que líbranos del malo.
Amen.

BY STACEY JOHNSON

RENEWAL
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It’s time to splash together at Vacation Bible School’s Deep Sea 
Discovery! At VBS, kids dive into God’s word to see how God has 
been with God’s people every step of the way. Together, we will swim 
through the stories of Noah, Jonah, Jesus calming a storm and a 
beach-side breakfast. Deep Sea Discovery teaches kids that God is 
with them wherever they go! We set sail on June 8-11, 2016!

ELEMENTARY (COMPLETED KINDERGARTEN THROUGH  
5TH GRADE)

Wednesday–Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Days are filled with VBS in the morning and afternoon field trips
Bag lunch and water bottles needed
Cost: $50

PRESCHOOL KIDS (AGES 3-5)

Wednesday–Friday, 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Cost: $20

Saturday, June 11, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon, all participants and their 
families are invited to a picnic lunch at the Lake Harriet Bandshell.

Want to volunteer? It takes many hearts and hands to make VBS a 
success! Youth in 6th grade and older, parents and grandparents are 
encouraged to apply. Open positions include crew leaders, crew leader 
assistants, games, snack and story leaders. The decorating crew will 
work Wednesday evening and/or Friday morning.

BY HEATHER ROTH JOHNSON, 
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY

DON’T MISS THIS GREAT WEEK! 
IT’S A TIME TO SPLASH INTO GOD’S WORD.

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.GOODSHEPHERDMPLS.ORG

QUESTIONS? 
HEATHER ROTH JOHNSON AT 612-927-8849 OR  

H.JOHNSON@GOODSHEPHERDMPLS.ORG

Splash
M A K E  A

A T  V B S



During the summer, worship at Good Shepherd takes on a 
slightly different pace and character, in keeping with the season, 
while continuing to proclaim the Good News with joy, love, 
good music and great treats! We are still exploring the possibilities 
of our newly renovated worship space and building, so be prepared 
for a few “modulations” along the way. Here are a few important 
things to know:

• Our worship times will remain the same, with services at 8:15 
and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings.

• We will take a break from leading worship at the Lake Harriet 
Bandshell this summer during Pastor Samuelson’s sabbatical; 
however, we will return to this summer favorite in 2017.

• Our traditional outdoor service at 8:15 will begin later this 
summer, after the courtyard’s final landscape beautification 
project has been completed. We are all excited to get back to 
worshiping God in our little bit of the great outdoors (weather 
permitting, of course)!

The musical gifts of our congregation will continue, as always, 
to enhance our worship during the summer, even though our 
regular choirs are on break. Here are a couple of things to 
anticipate:

June 5 | A Bluegrass Service
Featuring Good Shepherd pickers and singers, including Rick 
Riddle on harmonica, Pastoral Intern Elise Tweten on vocals, 
and Pastor Karl Jacobson on mandolin. (That’s just a partial list!) 
Straw hats optional.

June 19 | Summer Y’all-Come Choir #1
Singers of all ages are invited to meet at 9:30 a.m. in the choir 
room and learn a choir piece for the 10:30 service. It’s kind of 
crazy, but lots of fun!

July 24 | Summer Y’all-Come Choir #2
Same as June 19.

Keep your eyes and ears open for other opportunities and surprises 
as the summer unfolds!

BY RALPH JOHNSON.  
DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP AND MUSIC

2016 SUMMER 
MUSIC FOR WORSHIP
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Do you like to swim, bike and run? Do you like 
being outside? Are you a woman of 18 years of age 
or older? Join in the fun of the Women’s Let’s Get 
Fit group of Good Shepherd. This summer, we will 
join the YWCA of Minneapolis Women’s Triathlon 
featuring a 500-yard swim, a 15.5-mile bike 
segment and a 5-kilometer run, held at beautiful 
Lake Nokomis in Minneapolis. Or if you prefer, the 
new SuperSprint option includes a 200-yard swim, a 
7.3-mile bike, and a 1-mile run/walk. To prepare for 
the triathlon, the Let’s Get Fit group will meet 
Tuesday nights at Lake Nokomis from 5:30 to  
7:30 p.m. to swim, bike or run.

The Triathlon and SuperSprint are on Sunday, 
August 14, at Lake Nokomis. (Check out the Twin 
Cities YWCA website for more information.) But 
before you register for the triathlon, sign up online 
with Good Shepherd so the Let’s Get Fit group will 
be in the same triathlon wave.

LET’S GET FIT!
BY HEATHER ROTH JOHNSON, DIRECTOR 
OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT ME:

HEATHER ROTH JOHNSON AT 612-927-8849 
OR H.JOHNSON@GOODSHEPHERDMPLS.ORG
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THURSDAY, JUNE 2
TRIP TO LINDSTROM
We will travel to the Lindstrom area to see some 
of the sites, including stops at a bakery, a gift shop 
and the Eichtens Cafe in Center City.

THURSDAY, JULY 7
TBD
We will plan an outing, but it is still in the planning 
stages.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4
LUNCHEON AND ENTERTAINMENT
Our meeting will be back in Fellowship Hall for 
a 12:30 buffet lunch and entertainment from a 
musical group.

SEPTEMBER
TRIP TO ROCHESTER
A trip to the Rochester area is being planned; watch 
for more details.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

GOLDEN
S H E P H E R D S 
BY KAREN WILKINSON

On Sunday, April 10, we wrote letters, emails and tweets to our 
representatives, asking them to support legislation that would help 
hungry families. On Wednesday, April 20, the Senate passed its 
version of the Global Food Security Act (S. 1252) by voice vote 
with strong, bipartisan support. David Beckman, Bread for the 
World, writes: “This win, on the heels of the House’s passage of the 
bill last week, gets us closer to . . . helping build global food security 
for years to come. The Bible tells us that if we do not grow weary of 
doing good, our efforts will be rewarded (Galatians 6:9). Without 
your persistent and faithful advocacy, we would not have this victory 
to celebrate.”

The Global Food Security Act will help nearly seven million 
farmers in developing countries increase their productivity and 

income. It will help more than 12 million children around the 
world receive the nutrition they need to survive and thrive — truly 
something for which to give thanks and celebrate. 

A number of people, including several children, received responses 
to their letters and emails from congress people. Lyle Dietrich 
received a letter from Senator Melisa Franzen, who wrote: “I 
appreciate you sharing your position with me and I will keep it in 
mind as we address this issue in the Senate. Please do not hesitate 
to reach out to me again with any other questions or concerns that 
you may have.” His mother Janet says, “He was pretty excited to 
hear from Melisa Franzen and wanted to write her another letter.” 
Thanks, Lyle! Thank you for all you do to bring an end to hunger.

WHO SAYS WE CAN’T MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
BY KAREN WALHOF, DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH MINISTRY



CONNECTING 
the Past, Present and Future

BY LOIS THOMPSON

HERITAGE – the word has many meanings but, for 
members of Good Shepherd, this definition fits: “anything that 

has been transmitted from the past or handed down by 
tradition, the evidence of the past, considered collectively as the 
inheritance of the present-day society.” At Good Shepherd, our 
Heritage Committee works to preserve and transmit our past 

and tradition as an inheritance for today and the future.

Women of the Lake Harriet Lutheran 
Church at 44th and York Ave So. in 

1935 with Rev. A.B. Swan.
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Phil Davidson, chair since the 
committee was formed in 1993 to 
prepare for the 75th anniversary, 
says, “It makes you realize that these 
things don’t just happen, but a lot of 
effort was made by those who went 
before us. It becomes our duty and 
responsibility to preserve the past 
and build on it to see it into the 
future for those who come behind.”

So what does that look like? It starts 
as a lot of papers, photographs and 
artifacts and turns into our collective 
story under the watch of the 
Heritage Committee.

Our newly remodeled Heritage 
Parlor is moving from merely a 
gathering space to a place that 
highlights and tells our story. Did 
you know Good Shepherd was 
featured in Life magazine? Have you 
wondered what happened to that 
stained glass window you remember?

Our heritage is of course more than 
physical items – the most important 
heritage is each of us. Every fall the 
Heritage Committee honors our 

members aged 90 and above at a 
Sunday service that focuses on the 
many ways they have built and  
loved Good Shepherd over their 
lifetime. A festive luncheon follows 
the service.

We are just five years away from our 
100th anniversary and as we prepare 
to celebrate, we will look to the 
Heritage Committee to help us 
know where we have been, where 
we are and wonder about where God 
is calling us next.

I can only imagine that the members 
of Good Shepherd in 2066 will look 
to the Heritage Committee to tell 
them about the 2016 renovation and 
events such as the first Maundy 
Thursday bonfire. I hope future 
generations will see that our 
discussions on race, our service to 
people experiencing homelessness 
and hunger helped bring the gospel 
to life. They will know who they are 
because we will have passed on our 
stories, telling them and preserving 
the things that matter to our story.
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If you want to be part of 

preserving and sharing our 

heritage, please contact any 

member of the committee:

Chair Phil Davidson 
(phillipdavidson1@msn.com)

Cheryl Beckey

Mary Ireland

Bev Johnson

Ginnie Pearson

Sally Peterson

Carol Sweiven

Karen Wilkinson
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Growing up in the Lutheran church in 
Fargo, I would often hear that worship 
is for everyone and the work of the 
people. But every week, the same two 
pastors stood at the front of the church, 
leading every aspect of the liturgy. The 
greeting, sermon, prayers, invitations 
and dismissal were all given by the same 
two voices. Occasionally, a lesson would 
be read by a member, but always in a 
very uninterested tone. I learned that 
church was serious business.

At Good Shepherd, we do things 
differently. We take worship seriously, 
but there is great joy in every service. 

Worship is the work of the people. This 
year, I have been coordinating the 
assisting ministers for Sundays. I have 
fun asking people from all ages and 
walks of life to help with the prayers of 
the church, communion and the sending.

Young voices and older voices come 
together to create a worship environment 
unlike any I’ve ever experienced. I have 
been astounded by the beauty and 
thoughtfulness of the prayers our  
people bring to the altar. Whether they 
are nine years old or over 80, everyone 
has had something incredible to offer 
this community.

Here at Good Shepherd, high-schoolers 
have expressed their concerns in 
corporate prayer. Elementary school 
kids have handed the body of Christ to 
their fellow brothers and sisters in glee 
they could barely contain during 
communion. Middle-schoolers practice 
saying the sending with great weight. 
Our older members lend their beautiful 
voices and memories to the prayers of 
the church. It has been a distinct honor 
for me, and it is always exciting to see 
what each assisting minister brings to 
the table. 

THE JOY OF

Shared Ministry
BY ELISE TWETEN, PASTORAL INTERN

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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10 Questions with 
Ron Johnson
BY ANN BURCKHARDT

HOW DID YOU COME TO BE HIRED AS CUSTODIAN 
HERE AT GOOD SHEPHERD?

I’ll never forget that day. I was sitting on the bench in the 
hall, my head in my hands. Paul Monson came along and 
said, “Is there anything I can help you with?” I explained 
my situation: Ruth (his wife) was sick, unable to work. 
Stacy (their daughter, now grown) was in Sunday school. 
I’d been working in a machine shop but had been let go. 
Pastor Monson said: “I think we could use some part-time 
help, if you’d be interested.” The next thing I knew, I was 
working five nights a week and Sundays. I really enjoyed 
getting to know people. Sven Davidson was the custodian. 
When Sven left, I was promoted to full time.

HOW DID YOU LEARN ALL THE JOBS YOU DO HERE? 

My father was a church custodian at several local churches, 
including Bethlehem Lutheran and Hennepin Avenue 
Methodist. My dad would say, “You boys can go with me 
and help.” My three brothers and I would go along, watch, 
learn and also be compensated. We learned cleaning, 
painting, plumbing and wiring. I tell my part-time people 
here: “Any job is worth doing right; it’s not a chore. You’re 
helping us get to a better, cleaner place.” Pride in what 
you do is great.

IS THERE A SECRET TO JUGGLING ALL THE TASKS, 
FROM MAKING COFFEE TO VACUUMING, MOVING 
CHAIRS TO TAKING OUT TRASH?

The secret is Laura Stein (and the business administrators 
who came before her) who are well-organized and can 
help me prioritize. Also I keep the facilities calendar on 
the website in view. Right now Tryg Johnson and Eli Juhl 
are on the custodial staff, and Ingrid Krafve helps out too. 
We work together well. Lots of evenings we need both 
of them to keep things running smoothly. Security is part 
of our job, too.

IS CATCHING THE GOLDFISH AND CLEANING THE BIG 
FOUNTAIN IN THE NARTHEX PART OF YOUR JOB?

Cleaning the fountain is a weekly task. I do it with the 
help of Bill Kerker who designed the fountain. The goldfish 
are scooped out and put in buckets. We pump fresh water 
in and then the additives. There’s a filtration system.

WHERE WERE YOU BORN AND RAISED?

I was born in Willmar and raised in Kerkhoven, a town 
of about 600. After we moved to Minneapolis, I went to 
Lake Harriet Elementary, then Southwest High School.

HOW DID YOU MEET YOUR WIFE, RUTH? 

We met at Southwest, in English class, when she was a 
sophomore and I was a senior. I thought she was neat. 
We courted for six years.

WHAT WAS YOUR CHURCH HOME BEFORE GOOD 
SHEPHERD?

I had no church home earlier. When Ruth and I were 
doing our pre-marriage counseling with Pastor Harris 
Lee, he suggested that I join, so I did. Ruth has belonged 
here her entire life. We married in 1988.

WHAT’S THE BEST THING ABOUT YOUR JOB?

One of the best things is getting to know the people from 
the outside groups that use the church, showing them our 
famous hospitality. We host the Norwegian Glee Club, 
Al Anon, Rick Riddle’s Harmonica Society, Vic Perlbachs’s 
Brush Pilots art class and the preschool parent-child music 
appreciation classes called Music Together.

WHAT’S THE MOST CHALLENGING THING ABOUT  
YOUR JOB?

We’re challenged when there are potential conflicts and 
we need to make it all work. For example, on Saturday, 
April 9, the Norwegian Glee Club used Fellowship Hall 
and the kitchen for a lutefisk dinner. They did three seatings 
of 215 people each – at 2, 4 and 6 p.m. But, Families 
Moving Forward was here that week too, using three 
rooms for three families. They used the parlor on the main 
floor for their meal and recreation instead of the Fellowship 
Hall. The custodial staff was on hand to see that it worked 
smoothly. I love it that everyone here is willing to go that 
extra mile.

COULD YOU NAME A FAVORITE HYMN?

“And I Will Bear You Up on Eagle’s Wings.” It’s our 
daughter Stacy’s favorite too.
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AT  GOOD  SHEPHERD
BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

May 22
1 Corinthians 1:4-31 
“The Foolishness of the Cross”

May 29
1 Corinthians 2:1-13 
“Christ and Him Crucified”

June 5
1 Corinthians 3:1-23 
“All Belong to Christ and Each 
Other”

June 12
1 Corinthians 4:1-13 
“Caretakers of God’s Mysteries”

June 19
1 Corinthians 4:14-16 
“Father’s Day”

June 26
1 Corinthians 10:14-22; 11:23-28  
“The Lord’s Supper”

July 3
1 Corinthians 12:1-13, 27-31; 
14:1-12 
“The Gifts of the Spirit”

July 10
1 Corinthians 15:1-26 
“The Good News”

July 17
1 Corinthians 15:36-57  
“Resurrection”

July 24
2 Corinthians 1:1-11 
“Consolation”

July 31
2 Corinthians 2:1-10 
“Forgiveness”

August 7
2 Corinthians 4:1-15 
“Treasure in Clay Jars”

August 14
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 
“Walk by Faith not by Sight”

August 21
2 Corinthians 5:11-21 
“Reconciliation”

August 28
2 Corinthians 8:1-15 
“Generosity”

During the summer months we will be centering our worship around Paul’s letters 
of 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians. In the “Corinthian correspondence,” Paul 
writes to a church to guide them as they struggled to understand their faith – to 
live lives of fellowship and service, and to know what it means to be people defined 
by the Gospel.

As we worship, with 1 and 2 Corinthians as our focus, we will recognize that many 
of the struggles of the early church remain for believers today. As we worship and 
learn this summer, it is our fervent hope that we will grow in our faith in God and 
our love of one another.

DEATHS 
9.3.27 - 1.23.16 
H. ROBERT ANDERSON

10.8.22 - 3.21.16 
IRENE GRANGAARD

9.12.34 - 3.6.16 
DAVID HESTAD

2.25.22 - 2.12.16 
KAY HOLZINGER

1.8.22 - 4.4.16 

LESLIE LORENTSON

BAPTISMS
4.10.16 
COLIN BUSZIN

3.22.16 
OLIVER GOLDBERG

NEW MEMBERS
2.21.16 
JUSTIN BUSZIN AND MARY 
LOGEAIS (MASON)

MARK AND TARA HALVORSON 
(MARA AND LILLY)

TIM AND NANCY RAUK

GAIL KOLDEN AND PETER 
WUNSCH

LIFE PASSAGES
[IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH]

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE
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REALITY 

TV’s
got nothing on

The fascination with reality TV has long been confusing to 
me. I like movies and television a lot, but other than the news 
I’m not looking for “reality” from a drama or a comedy show 
I might watch. I get enough real life on my own!

That said, it is undeniable that reality TV has been incredibly 
popular the last several years. And I have begun to wonder if 
there isn’t something similar that ought to be going on with 
the way that people read the Bible.

There are many parts of the Bible that we just don’t read – either 
in worship or in our own devotional time. There may be lots 
of reasons for this, but I suspect that a big part of it is that we 
don’t expect certain things from the Bible – things like violence, 
sex, dancing, or just plain craziness. But it’s all in there. Reality 
OT and reality NT could be the stuff of television series. But 
more than wild and crazy, more than sensational, these reality-
like stories in the Bible are Scripture. These stories, even in 
their vivid every-day-ness, can teach us something about 
ourselves and about God.

So here is a listing of stories that you may never have expected 
to find in the Bible. Take the time to read them, and ask yourself 
questions like:

Does this sound like something that could happen in my life?

What does this story tell me about God?

What does this story tell me about human beings?

What can I learn about my faith from a story like this?

And if you have any questions (or if you want more, because 
there’s lots!) feel free to stop in and see Pastor Jacobson.

BY PASTOR KARL N. JACOBSON

Reality
OT, or NT

SARCASM IN THE BIBLE

Judges 6:11-12, Gideon—the “mighty man of valor”

A STORY THAT WOULD MAKE SAMSON BLUSH

Judges 3:12-30, Ehud and Eglon

SO YOU WANT TO BE A PROPHET?

A. The art of naked prophecy – Isaiah 20

B. The art of diapered prophecy – Jeremiah 13

C.  The prophet’s life as message and metaphor 
– Hosea 1

THE COST OF NOT TITHING

Acts 5:1-11, Annanias and Saphira

THE QUESTION OF CIRCUMCISION

Galatians 5:2-12, Paul and the question of 
circumcision – verse 12, Yikes.

THAT’S IN THE BIBLE?!
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WE’RE REACHING OUT

This Summer!
BY KAREN WALHOF, DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH MINISTRY

If you are assuming that our outreach 
ministries at Good Shepherd take  
a summer break, you’re wrong! In 
addition to our ongoing outreach 
ministries — Loaves and Fishes, 
Meals on Wheels, Camden Promise, 
Urban Homeworks, Quilters and 
First Sunday Food Shelf — you have 
opportunities for some special service 
this summer.

REFRESHMENTS AND RESTROOMS

On June 3, 4 and 5, we will offer Refreshments and Restrooms to our friends 

visiting the Edina Art Fair. Join in welcoming those who stop by for a 

pleasant, clean break during this popular neighborhood event, with cold 

water, sweet cookies and clean restrooms. We were on hiatus last year 

because of construction, but we are back at it this year! Hang out in the 

narthex for a two-hour stint and welcome our guests.

HOT DOG DINNERS AT CAMDEN PROMISE

On June 22, July 13 and August 10, we will be serving 

Wednesday Night Hot Dog Dinners at Camden Promise. 

We’ll be grilling hotdogs and serving sides in the 

Gethsemane Lutheran parking lot to the Camden 

Promise neighbors. It’s fun, often very warm and a 

wonderful way of showing our care and concern for this 

north Minneapolis neighborhood. We’ll need grillers, 

assemblers, servers and hosts. There’s a job for you!
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3RD ANNUAL NEIGHBORHOOD PLAZA PARTY

On August 17, be sure to attend the third annual Neighborhood Plaza Party (once the Neighborhood Parking Lot 

Party) in front of our building on France. We will offer fun music, food, games and prizes for Good Shepherd 

members and neighbors. Pets are welcome too! Last year we had to miss the party because of construction (and the 

year before we moved it from the parking lot to the plaza). This year we are on track for a fabulous event that lets our 

neighbors know how important they are to us. We’ll offer tours of our newly renovated building to anyone who’s 

interested too! Don’t miss this wonderful summer event, and bring your neighbors!

WANT TO HELP OR HOST?

CONTACT KAREN WALHOF AT 612-618-1439 OR 
K.WALHOF@GOODSHEPHERDMPLS.ORG.

ETHIOPIAN VISITORS

During the first three weeks of 

August, we will host two visitors 

from Aira, Ethiopia, at Good 

Shepherd. Pastor Tadese Disasa, 

president of Onesimus Nesib 

Seminary, and Dr. Tariku Wakuma 

Kenea, chief of staff at Aira Hospital, 

will spend time here. Dr. Tariku will 

be meeting with Global Health 

Ministries and looking at equipment 

available to the hospital and clinics 

there; he will also spend time at 

several hospitals and clinics 

throughout the metro area, learning 

more about health care in the U.S. 

Pastor Tadese will visit with 

administration and staff at Luther 

Seminary, as well as other groups 

within Good Shepherd and at Our 

Redeemer Oromo Evangelical 

Church. It will be a wonderful time to 

get to know these two outstanding 

leaders in the Ethiopian church. It 

would be delightful to host these 

men in your homes for lunch or 

dinner while they are here.
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Pastor Tadese is the 
president of 

Onesimus Nesib 
Seminary.

Dr. Tariku is the chief of staff of  
Aira Hospital.
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BY MARK HALVORSON, DIRECTOR FOR YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

We celebrate milestones throughout 
our lives and the lives of those we love. 
First birthday parties, first communion, 
first date and passing your driver’s 
license test come to mind. Among 
those important events, high school 
graduation always seems to be near the 
top of the list. There’s a clear distinction 
that we all recognize when someone 
goes from high school student to high 
school graduate.

It’s a solid accomplishment, something 
to take pride in – something that evokes 
memories of what high school 
graduation looked and felt like for those 
of us past that milestone.

As with all of these important rites of 
passages, there is unwritten permission 
that words of wisdom – advice for the 
journey – are to be doled out whether 
anyone actually requests them or not. 
In that spirit, I turned to our 
congregation for insight. I asked a 
number of them what they had learned 
since graduation day. Individuals with 
5, 10, 25, 40 and more years since they 

moved the tassel to the other side of the 
mortar board spoke with me.

The thoughts that follow are from 
honest, humble followers of Christ. They 
are meant as a gift to you, the graduating 
seniors, as well as anyone needing words 
of encouragement or support.

Hopefully you see the common threads 
– lessons that have been important to 
fellow Good Shepherd members. These 
individuals have a faith rooted deep in 
the love and grace of Jesus Christ. They 
have kept that faith at the center of their 
lives. Their thoughts may have 
importance to you as well – perhaps to 
all of us.

We are often quick to share advice, 
although a little slower to take it and 
apply it to our own lives. Maybe 
something shared here will be applicable, 
something you can plug into your life, 
perhaps something you’ve heard before 
that rings true. Whatever milestone 
you’re about to celebrate or have just 
put behind you, know that God is 
celebrating with you.

GRADUATION

“Work hard, be patient with 
people, decide what type of 
friend you would like to be 
and live that out every day. 
Listen to the people who you 
know love you. Your life will 
not be perfect; there will be 
great successes and, 
truthfully, there will be some 
devastating sadness. The 
people you choose to 
surround yourself with 
should be the ones that will 
be there for both success and 
sadness.”
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“You are loved, so deeply 
loved. If nothing else, believe 
with all of your heart that 
you are cherished and cared 
for and cared about, not just 
by your immediate family 
but by this congregation, 
many of whom you may 
never have met . . . but who 
have been praying for you 
since day one.”

“It’s a wonderful 
achievement – graduating 
from high school. But it is 
in no way a finish line. 
There is so much to learn 
and experience and 
explore. And that’s not to 
say you have a long way to 
go, it’s to say that God has 
great things in store.”

“The things that you believe 
you will not be able to do can 
be accomplished with hard 
work, dedication and 
perseverance. There will be 
times that you do not know 
what will happen next, and 
you can let the fear of the 
unknown drive you, or you 
can be fully present in the 
moment, aware of the 
support you have around you 
and give it your all.” God bless you

IN YOUR NEW ADVENTURES!

FRANK BIRT

BRYCE DEVORE

ERIK HAHN

ANNA IVERS

HANNAH JACOBSON

TRYG JOHNSON

JACK MCCABE 

THEODORE NOUN

MONICA PINKERMAN

ANDREW SCHROEDER

ALIA STEWART

ARTHUR TARACKS

EMMA THVEDT

Congratulations
[TO OUR GRADUATES]

“Admitting that you need 
help and leaning on others is 
not a sign of weakness, but 
rather a sign of great 
strength. Rely on others, and 
live your life in such a way 
that others can rely on you.”

“You will make mistakes; 
you will fail; you will not 
always be in first place. And 
although you don’t have to 
love the struggles or be 
excited about the 
frustration, know that there 
are lessons to be learned in 
each of those situation 
– not just when you win.”

“Real friendships – I mean 
real friendship, the ones that 
are rooted in trust and 
honesty, integrity and morals 
– are the ones that are going 
to stand the test of time. 
Your friends don’t all have to 
think and believe the exact 
same things as you, but 
friendships that demand the 
best are the ones that you 
will have for the long haul.”

“Find ways to keep 
conversations about faith 
part of your life. Be open to 
the ways in which you might 
experience the love of God 
through art, nature, worship, 
music and service to others.”

“Pay attention. Choose your 
mentors. Believe that 
people want you to 
succeed. Listen. Pray.”



22

Weddings are an exciting time for couples, and we are 
thrilled now to use our beautifully renovated spaces to 
facilitate weddings! We receive many inquiries from 
both members and non-members about the possibility 
of celebrating their wedding at Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd. We consider marriage to be part 
of our congregation’s ministry, helping couples begin 
their life together with both the blessing of God  
and the genuine care of this community of faith. 
Members and non-members are always welcome to 
use our facilities.

The first step in planning a wedding Good Shepherd 
is to connect with our wedding coordinator, Caitlin 
Canfield. You may contact her at 612-927-8849 or by 
email at c.canfield@goodshepherdmpls.org. Caitlin 
can confirm church availability and talk you through 
next steps.

Self-tours of the sanctuary are available when the office 
is open, generally Monday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Also the church is open for Sunday services 
from 8:00 to 12:00 p.m. if you want to come by at that 
time. If you need a different time arranged, please 
contact Caitlin Canfield.

BY CAITLIN CANFIELD, 
WEDDING COORDINATOR

Studies show that happy married couples are likely to remain partners 
for life if they share a faith in God and a spiritual commitment. This 
is part of our core focus for marriage preparation at Lutheran Church 
of the Good Shepherd. Whether you make your church home at Good 
Shepherd or another church, we hope you will make growing in faith 
and love for God and each other an important part of your marriage 
commitment.

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE

Weddings
at good shepherd
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BY EMMA STEIN

I may be a junior at Concordia College, 
but I remember when I was younger at 
Good Shepherd. I would love to go to the 
church service because I felt like a grown-up, 
listening to the sermon and singing the 
hymns. But my little mind would wander, 
and there was nothing like a Rainbow Bag 
to settle me down. I loved those Rainbow 
Bags! They were bags I could bring to my 
pew that were full of toys for me. There 
were crayons, little books, and – my favorite 
of all – the soft cloth Bible toys. I could sit 
in my pew and quietly play so as to not 
disturb the service – and because if I didn’t 
have something to play with, I might have 
ended up bugging my sisters instead, and 
that would not have been good for anyone.

I’m not the only one with fond memories 
of those bags. Many of us remember them, 
perhaps too many. They’ve lived a good life, 
but it’s time to replace them. We recently 
received a grant from Fairview. Dorothy 
Ellerbroek, our parish nurse, suggested 
using the grant for new bags. According 
to Heather Roth Johnson, director of 
children and family ministry, “Our children 
will engage in God’s story through new 
interactive worship bags. Each bag contains 
Bibles books, Bible verse stuffed animals, 
a play communion set, Bible coloring pages 
or activity pads, colored pencils or crayons, 
‘I Spy Worship’ game, Bible story lacing 
cards, prayer cubes and a finger labyrinth. 
These bags are geared to help kids connect 
the moving pieces of worship to the daily 
practices of service and prayer. It’s play with 
a purpose.”

I’m happy that these kids will have the 
same fond memories that I do.

“These bags are geared to help kids 
connect the moving pieces of 
worship to the daily practices of 
service and prayer. It’s play with a 
purpose.” 

RAINBOW BAGS
NEW RESOURCESTRANSITION 

TO



4801 France Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410

PASTOR SAMUELSON’S SABBATICAL READING LIST

BOOKS ABOUT HILDEGARD VON BINGEN

Hildegard of Bingen’s Medicine - Dr. Wighard Strehlow and 
Gottfired Hertska, M.D.

Hildegard von Bingen’s Physica: The Complete English Translation of 
her Classic Work on Heath and Healing - Hildegard von Bingen and 
Priscilla Throop

Secrets of God: Writings of Hildegard von Bingen - Sabina Flanagan

Hildegard of Bingen: A Saint for Our Times - Matthew Fox

From Saint Hildegard’s Kitchen: Foods of Health, Foods of Joy - Jany 
Fournier –Rosset

Hildegard of Bingen: A Spiritual Reader - Carmen Acevedo 
Butcher

Hildegard of Bingen: On Natural Philosophy and Medicine - 
Hildegard von Bingen and Margaret Berger

Hildegard of Bingen’s Spiritual Remedies - Wighard Strehlow

Hildegard von Bingen: A Visionary Life - Sabina Flanagan

Illuminations: A Novel of Hildegard von Bingen - Mary Sharrat

Hildegard of Bingen: An Anthology - Hildegard of Bingen and 
Fiona Bowie

Vision: The Life and Music of Hildegard von Bingen - Hildegard von 
Bingen and Barbara Newman

Hildegard’s Gift - Mehan Hoyt and David Hill

Hildegard’s Healing Plants: From Her Medieval Classic Physica - 
Hildegard von Bingen and Bruce W. Mozeski

Passionate Spirituality: Hildegard of Bingen and Madewijch of 
Brabant - Elizabeth Dryer

BOOKS BY JOAN CHITTISTER

Joan Chittister: Her Journey from 
Certainty to Faith

Between the Dark and the Daylight

Two Dogs and a Parrot

The Rule of Benedict

The Friendship of Women: The Hidden 
Tradition of the Bible

Breath of the Soul

Scarred by Struggle, Transformed by Hope

God’s Tender Mercy: Reflections on 
Forgiveness

Songs of the Heart: Reflections on the 
Psalms

The Story of Ruth: 12 Moments in Every 
Women’s Life

The Way of the Cross: The Path to New Life

Called to Question: A Spiritual Memoir

Uncommon Gratitude: Alleluia for All 
That Is

Listen with the Heart

Light in the Darkness

Our Holy Yearnings

Becoming Fully Human: The Greatest 
Glory of God


