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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Dear Friends,

As this year comes to a close, there is so much for which to be thankful. First and foremost, | am
thankful for Brookside Gardens and the four seasons of beauty and interest that it gives us.

Next, | want to congratulate Karen Leete and Judy Sturtz, the co-chairs of the holiday greens sale.
Rather than ordering pre-made greens wreaths from a supplier, they organized FOBG members to
pluck boxwood at another M-NCPPC site. Next, members constructed boxwood wreaths, greens
centerpieces and a new item for the sale, boxwood trees. Finally on December 3, they had a great
day selling the items at the Brookside Visitors’ Center. Later in this newsletter, you will find details
and photographs of the construction and the beautiful finished products. Mark your calendar for
next year's sale! The next time you see Judy and Karen, let them know that you, as do |,
appreciate their vision, execution and hard work in making this sale the outstanding success that it
was.

Another hardworking director, Gloria Sherman, has begun the process leading to the FOBG Orchid
Show and Sale. It is scheduled for March 17 and 18 at the Visitors’ Center, just in time for you to
put some color in your life after the long gray winter. Please contact Gloria if you would like to
participate in the set-up of this show or in sales.

Surely you have noticed the new and improved versions of The Brooksider that you have been
receiving since the new editors, Coriolana Simon and Gene Horman, took the helm of the
publication. Coriolana has, month after month, produced great content. She also is a gifted
photographer, as you can see from the photographs of the poinsettias, light show and gift shop
items in this issue. Gene has taken the lead in formatting the newsletter and finding the best way
to distribute it to you. Thank you, Coriolana and Gene.

In this newsletter, you will find a list of contributors beyond the basic membership categories for the
last fiscal year (April 1, 2010 to March 31, 2011). If you have contributed after the March 31, 2011
date, you will be listed next year.

Finally and most importantly, thank you all, FOBG Members, for your continued support for our
treasured Brookside Gardens. Please enjoy the holidays and may the New Year be a happy and
healthy one.

Barbara




Holiday Blooms in the North Conservatory




FINDING GIFTS FOR EVERYONE

A Holiday Shopping Tour of Brookside’s Gift Shops

Would you like to consolidate your holiday shopping? For the garden-loving men, women,
and children in your life, explore Brookside’s two gift shops — the one in the Visitors’ Center
and the one, mostly for kids, by the North Conservatory. For an extra shopping bonus,
bring your FOBG member’s card, and you'll benefit from a 10% discount.

Let’s start with gifts for women. Marylandica, in the Visitors’ Center, has quite an array of
jewelry to appeal to traditional as well as adventurous tastes. And much of it is hand-
crafted by local artists or craftspeople spread across the US.

For an unusual variation on necklaces, try the “fibrations,” woven by
women artists using Italian and Turkish synthetic fibers in pastel or bold
palettes ($22.95). The dichroic glass triple-stone necklaces ($29.95)
and earrings by Jan Wilcox sparkle with opal, blue, orange, red, and a
poison green. Jolly, contemporary glass pins ($22.95) by Suz! in South
Carolina look like small abstract Christmas trees, and she scales them
up as tree ornaments — which might double as pins on a winter coat’s
lapels ($22.95).

The delicate earrings of Michael Michaud, with small clusters of cranberry beads ($65.95)
or even tinier barberries with leaves ($84.95), are available in clip or pierced versions and
would pair beautifully with the necklace of long, overlapping flowering myrtle leaves
($165.00).

Even more dramatic is his necklace of large, deep burgundy beads with
one larger-than-life-size silver gingko leaf ($120.00) for someone very
special. A practlcal ch0|ce for any woman is the flower printed umbrella — a
o single huge flower, a gerbera for example, that
fills the entire canopy or an all-over mass of
purple and white orchids ($24.95). Matching
large totes can be found with flowers or ‘
complementary birds ($26.95). Medium-sized A
: shoulder bags ($31.95), smaller bags ($11.95), and zip purses
also carry the same brilliant floral graphics and would make useful gifts for a friend or
relative.

For men, the shop has boldly carved and stained wood walking sticks ($50-$70)
by Brazos that make quite a statement. The wood ball-point pens, in a variety of
grains and shades ($28.95), are fashioned by Jim Oliver of Ellicott City from
wood collected at Brookside, McCrillis Gardens, and other local gardens. The
same artist also produces hand-turned bowls and serving platters in many sizes
and shapes. For men who enjoy specialty gardening, Orchids by Michael Tibbs
($29.95) is a practical guide to the care and cultivation of these exotic plants.




To bring a reminder of nature to a home office, consider a piece by
John Wayne Jackson of Scottsdale, Arizona, sculpted from real
leaves. Especially handsome are the Northern Sycamore leaf
plague for the wall ($39.99) in reds and greens, the brown and gold
Maryland Hydrangea ($64.95), or the palm-sized plate based on the
leaf of a grape vine ($21.00).

Thoughtful little gifts for a colleague or friend might include one of the miniature glass bud
vases, only about three and a half inches high. Clear glass comes in a varlety of shapes
and the red or cobalt with narrow swirling lines of color ($6.95) is & < o
particularly pretty if you add a silk flower or spray of berries. A small
doll-sized tea service ($13.95) comes in several floral patterns, but
you may want to add a package of Brookside’s fair trade organic
Sumatra coffee ($2.95). Just for fun, the tall stems of hyacinth lights
— in white, pink, green, orange, or purple — can make your front
porch look like Brookside’s Garden of Lights ($14.95).

For a dig-in-the-dirt gardener, Marylandica offers amaryllis bulbs in two sizes — the gigantic
red lion ($23.98) and the white, pink, or red nymph ($13.95). Boxes near the shop’s
entrance are also filled with paperwhite bulbs ($1.35) as well as hyacinths ($1.98). For
those of you who have seen Joan O’Rourke’s containers planted with miniature hostas,
you might try your hand at such an endeavor, consulting The Book of Little Hostas, by
Kathy Guest Shadrack and Michael Shadrack ($27.95). The volume covers 200 small, very
small, and mini varieties of this garden favorite.

Gifts for the home fill the shelves at Marylandica. For the holidays or all year long, a brass
wreath hanger ($18.95) shows off a welcoming pineapple decoration or an elegant fleur de
lys. Your Christmas tree would illustrate a gardening predilection with a five-inch sparkly
silver dragonfly ($4.95), a cloisonné praying mantis
($14.95), or even a cloisonné lady G
bug almost two inches long ($12.95). |
A brass ornament of Brookside’s
wedding gazebo ($14.95) would
hang happily on any FOBG
member’s tree. Tiny white or dark green ceramic trees
with lights that actually light up ($19.95) fit perfectly on
an end table or a bookcase shelf. Slightly larger versions about eight inches tall ($27.95)
could be grouped with their six-inch cousins.

Small treasures that would be welcome at an office gift exchange include a key fob with a
little inlaid wood box ($19.95). Slightly larger inlaid wood boxes with a secret sliding panel
on the top ($20.95) would hide a flash drive while the smaller size ($12.95) would organize
stamps. A selection of note cards (varying prices) by local artists with photographs or
illustrations of Brookside scenes could be sent as a gift out of town with no worry of
breakage.




Pure magic, the 3-D snow globe cards ($5.95 and $6.95) recreate the
delight of those old-fashioned glass globes with chunks of snow falling on
winter scenes.

Glass pIates - rectangular round, or square — by artist Peggy Karr come S
= = with red poinsettia and amaryllis designs or #,
. cardinals on white birches against a blue
" sky. Prices vary with size. In the same designs, the artist
also makes shallow serving bowls, matching coasters
($9.95 each), and glass ornaments with cardinals that can
. double as sun-catchers ($14.95). Botanical stoneware by
Evenrng Star Studlo in New Jersey portrays a variety of life-size ferns delicately set on
square or rectangular platters with a neutral background (from I
$18.00 to $62.00 depending on size). In a unique take on
recycling, a Burtonsville artist creates glass cheese boards
made from former wine bottles ($29.95 for the small size).
They are available in a variety of colors, some with an etched
design, and all with spreaders.

For a stunning centerpiece on a holiday table, arrange several fusion glass trumpet-
shaped blooms ($24.95). Differing slightly in size,
shape, and length of their curving “tails,” the trumpets
come in clear glass with yellow, orange, turquoise, or
multi-colored flecks. Crafted by the Siyeh Studio in

across its opening. Thinking ahead to New Year’s Eve,
> a pair of opal-colored glass champagne flutes with a
swirling design ($135 00) would toast 2012 in great style.

To find presents for children from toddlers to young
readers, visit the shop off the lobby of the North
Conservatory. Stretchy wiggly worms ($2.95) in green,
blue, orange, or purple would amuse small hands. Wood
puzzles with large pieces ($6.95) teach young ones about
grasshoppers, ducks, tropical fish, or turtles. Sparkly
beanbags ($3.95) in the shape of a seahorse, ladybug, -
frog, or lizard would be fun to throw at a sibling or playmate. And a handful of tiny slinky
toys ($1.25), round or heart-shaped, would delight slightly older children. T-shirts in many
designs and sizes will fit children of any age, and “magic socks” ($6.50) show off little toes
in a rainbow of colors with sparkle highlights. Best of all, a
selection of books can introduce young people to the study and
enjoyment of nature. One favorite is | Love Dirt ($14.95) by
Jennifer Ward, which contains 52 activities “to help your kids
discover the wonders of nature.” Equally interesting are the
Peterson Field Guides for Young Naturalists ($5.95) on such




topics as birds of prey and caterpillars, as well as the Peterson First Guides ($5.95) such
as the one on trees. Secret Lives of Backyard Bugs ($14.95) is also sure to be a hit.

Whoever’s on your list — including yourself — you'll certainly find a wealth of choices at
Brookside’s gift shops. And remember, you get a 10% discount as a Friend of Brookside
Gardens.

LIGHT PLAY

Can you identify where these photos were taken in the Garden of Lights?




2011 HOLIDAY GREENS SALE: BIG SUCCESS

At our holiday greens sale, held on Saturday, December 3, everything looked so beautiful
and professional that it's hard to imagine how much work went into the event. Energetic
volunteers spent many hours collecting materials, plucking boxwood, collecting
evergreens, creating boxwood wreaths and trees as well as making the festive evergreen
centerpieces. The final profit of over $2,200 exceeded our expectations. These funds will
be added to the support we give Brookside for plantings and programs. Many, many
thanks to all those special people who worked with us: Dolly Perkins, Betsy Thomas,
Diana Sullivan, Margaret Schmidt, Sue Taylor, Linnea Simons, Glee Prahinski, Jean
Reichelt, Barb Meiselman, Audrey Katz, Taffy Turner, Kathy Kircher, Carol Sanders, Betty
Olson, May Nakamura, Elaine Dynes, Suzanne Carbone, Joan O’Rourke, Gene Horman,
and Gloria Sherman.

Judy Sturtz and Karen Leete




HAPPY HOLIDAYS & BEST WISHES FOR 2012
P o T e T S B e R R S EE S S S S R

Contributors Contributors Sponsors

Cathie E. Alderks Helen Mothershead Cameron Lane

Mrs.Anne Atlee Pamela L. Mudd Mrs. Frances V. Lawrence

Stefa Atwell Bob & JoAnn Mueller Carolyn Leonard

Mr. & Mrs. M. F. Audet May & John Nakamura Cheryl & Robert Lipstein

vy Baer Linda & Takeo Nishioka Ms. Lillian Luksenburg

Peggy Barker Ralph Nossal Joan & Ed Magin

Nicolina Beadle Mr. & Mrs. Roman Novak Sherry Marshall

Barbara Bennett Ms Jane H. Olmstead Michael Steven Marx

Jane Berg Louis R. Paley Carmen R. Maymi

Elizabeth & Robert Bertera Venigalla B. Rao Charles R. & Gail E. McGuire

Juliet Blackford Mr. & Mrs. Van M. Rayburn Bob & Sue Meyer

Barry & Nancy Bosworth Jeanne Reardon Dr & Mrs. Robert W. Newcomb

Maryann Brondi Fu-meei & Richard Robbins Mrs. Leroy S. Nordahl

Marney Bruce Carol Anne Robertson Mrs. John O'Rourke

Rona Buchbinder Ms. Carol Robertson Jim & Joan Patterson

Jeanne R. Buster Lawrence Rogers Sally & James Polk

Ann Byrne Gabriele Rosenberg Mr. & Mrs. Martin Postman

Betty Cochran Selma Rothenberg Mr. & Mrs. Arthur M. Reed

Richard & Eva Coffman Patricia P. Salamone Nithyakalyani Raghavan

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Conway Carol Sanders Lynn Rhomberg

Ann Covalt Steve & Deb Schmal Mary K. Robitaille

Jacqui Crocetta Kevin & Mary Sexton Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Rogers

Barbara Cunningham M. J. Verdieck & J. Shields Douglas Major Ryan

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Dager James & Janice Short Carolyn Salisbury

Bernice DiMichael Sharon Shortell Heather and John Satrom

Teresa Downs Ms. Abby Siegel M. Jean Schaible

Mrs. Barbara Dunn D. Wolters & C. Simon Mr. & Mrs. Carl E. Schoening

Alvin Wilson & Ethel Dutky Mr. Jerome Snyder Mrs. Frances Schueler

Stanton & Alice Ernst Stephen Sroka Kathleen C. Smith

Ms. Selma Falloon John & Gladys Steiner Mr. & Mrs. James Smith

James N. & Nicole J. Fary Robert & Diana Sullivan Mrs Barbara Starke

Jan Feldberg Maryellen Trautman Nancy Steffan

Gail Fisher/Quentin Fisher Ms Silvia Trumbower Mrs. Ralph Stell, Jr

Joan Foster Betty J. Walker Charles & Judith Sturtz

Sheryl & Steve Freishtat Mr. Stanley Watkins Mrs. Betsy Thomas

Richard & Doris Froelich Joyce Waugh Nancy & Glenn Thompson

Lynn & Buck Furrow Cathy L. Wells The Thompson Family

Kit Gage Robbie White Teresa W. Tretter

Dr. & Mrs. J Giovanelli Barbara Waite-Jaques

Dorothy & Donald Gish Sponsors Lucy Wells

Ms. Vera Glocklin Priscilla Arenas Mary Louise Williamson

Svetlana Glushakova Jim & Margery Auerbach David A. Willis

Aileen Goldman Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bender John and Mary Lou Winder

Ellen Golibart Ms Ethelyn F. Bishop Jim & Elizabeth Wood

Megan Guenther David Bloom The Zartman Family

Gerri Hall Gloria & Josef B. Brown M Zimmerman

L. PooleHammond/J. Hammond  Mr. & Mrs. Edwin A. Burkhardt

Jim & Peg Hargreaves Arnold Levy & Maureen Cannon  Patrons

Jack Baur Horticulturist Inc Marlene and Salvatore. Cianci Rhoda & Herman Alderman

Peter Hui Paul & Vivian Coates Sarah & Terence Byrne

Flora Ingenhousz Mr. & Mrs. William Cutlip Leslie D. Cronin

Jennifer Keller/Brian Jennison JoAnne Dalton Margretta Diemer

Bonnie Watson/Greg Johnson Terry Dammann Duff & Joanne Gillespie

Ms Judith Kneen Christine Dinwoodie The Hammerschlags

Kathleen Knox John B. & Ruth P. Doak IBM

Joseph P. Kondis Elaine Dynes Mr. Dennis G. Rice

William & Susan Koppes Ellen E. Erdelsky Gloria and Richard. Sherman

Mr. Steven Kover Nancy Everett Brice D. Verdier

Marianne Kuhlthau Arnold & Laurie Foudin

Eleanor M. Kupris R Passamanek & L Friedman Benefactors

Sandra A. Lange Julie Gingrich Robert J and Ann Erdahl

Dr Linda Lear Sherell Goggin Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Mason

Patricia D. Lynch Mrs Bobbie Goldstein Mary Keller & David McGown

Edamarie Mattei Anne Hardman Bebe McMeekin

Marcia A. McComb Loretta A. & Clinton Helton Meryl Moran

Claire McLaughlin Shelton & Lily Jackson Shirley Brown Rigg Char. Trust

Barbara Meiselman Michael & Jennifer Janzic

Lee J. Miller Mrs. Martha M. Kaessinger Garden Clubs

Sandra S. Monje Ms Audrey Katz The Little Garden Club

Mr. & Mrs. Forest Montgomery Nancy L. Kosinski National Capital Dahlia Society
Potomac Valley Chapter

Ms Gail Morgenweck Dr. and Mrs. Donald T. Krizek NARGS

Cameron Lane Bethesda Comm. Garden Club




Suggestions? ldeas? Let us know!

Friends of Brookside Gardens, Inc. Board of Directors

1800 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902
301-962-1435 (voice mail checked daily)
Email address: friendsofbrooksidegardens@yahoo.com

Barbara Waite-Jaques, President ~ Gene Horman, Treasurer
Directors: Suzanne Carbone, Elaine Dynes, Karen Leete, Joel Lerner, ex officio,
Barbara Meiselman, Joan O’Rourke, Dolly Perkins, Gloria Sherman, Coriolana Simon,

Judy Sturtz, Diana Sullivan, Betsy Thomas, Taffy Turner

The Brooksider: Coriolana Simon, Gene Horman, co-editors
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