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Lexington Va:  

5 Aug 1869 

 

Dear Sir: 

 

Absence from Lexington has prevented my receiving until 

today your letter of the 26th [?]: enclosing an 

invitation from the Gettysburg Battlefield Memorial 

Association to attend a meeting of the officers engaged 

in that battle at Gettysburg, for the purpose of marking 

upon the ground by enduring memorials of granite the 

position & movements of the Armies on the field. 

 

My engagements will not permit me to be present, & I 

believe if there I could not add anything material to the 

information existing on the subject. I think it wiser 

moreover not to keep open the sores of war, but to follow 

the examples of those nations who endeavored to 

obliterate the marks of civil strife & to commit to 

oblivion the feelings it engendered. 

 

Very respy your obt Sevt 

[signed] R.E. Lee 
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New Orleans La  

August 6th 1869   

 

Mr. D. McConaughy  

Secty of Gettysburg Battle-field Association  

  

Dear Sir  

 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your kind 

invitation to meet the Officers of the Battle of 

Gettysburg in the latter part of this month.   

 

Highly appreciating the object and motives of your 

Association, my interest in it is enhanced as one of the 

chief actors on the Field. I am not a little disappointed 

therefore, to find myself constrained to forego the 

pleasure of meeting the wishes of yourself and the 

gentlemen whome you represent.  At present important 

affairs require my presence in this City, and the 

indications are that I shall not be able to leave it this 

season. 

 

I am Sir very Respectfully   

Your Mst Obdt Servt  

James Longstreet 
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Brunswick  

Aug 13 1869   

 

My dear sir  

 

I have just got leave + find your letters. I should much 

enjoy a visit to Gettysburg + think the occasion most 

important.   

 

I am trying to arrange so as to be there and take the 

part you desire as to a monument on Round Top. It is 

possible I may fail to reach you, but shall make every 

effort.  

 

Anticipating the pleasure of meeting you.   

 

I am truly yours  

 

Joshua L. Chamberlain   

 

D. McConaughy  

Gettysburg 
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August 19 / 1869  

 

My Dear Sir,    

 

Your favor of July 20, and received after my return to St. Paul from 

the �.   

 

I regret that it will not be possible for me to visit Gettysburg on 

the 23rd instant.  It would be quite a pleasure for me to be with you 

for the purpose in view; but my official duties interfere: I shall be 

at St. Paul on the date fixed, enroute for the plaines (?) of 

Missouri.  � and �� of the Missouri River. on a tour of inspection of 

the military forts in  those regions; and will not get through in less 

than a month. I have sent copies of your circular to all the Division 

and Brigade commanders now living, whose residency was known. I regret 

to say however that not many of them are alive and some of those 

living are too far away to be heard from in time.   

 

For accurate information in many particulars as the position of the 

2nd Corps I beg to refer you to Bvt Col W.G. Mitchell, my senior Aide 

de Camp, during the war.  

  

I would suggest also that you  ask Gov. Geary whose disposition of his 

troops  I ordered, when I was in command of the �on the five days. I 

have some interesting facts concerning the battle, that may prove of 

interest hereafter, in the course of your investigations.   

 

I am truly  

Your Obdt Sevt  

Winfield Scott Hancock  

Maj. General   

 

To Hon. D. McConaughy  

Sect�y of Gettysburg Battle Field Memorial Association  

Gettysburg, Pa 

 

 

 


