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Barbara Osborn, Ph.D., is a nonprofit communications strategist working at the 
nexus of philanthropy and social justice. Over the last 15 years, she has helped 
community nonprofits raise millions of dollars for advocacy and organizing 
campaigns from foundations and individual donors, developed messaging for 
dozens of social justice organizations and campaigns, and trained hundreds of 
spokespeople.  
 
As strategic communications director at Liberty Hill Foundation for more than a 
decade, she built the foundation’s brand, led the development of the 
foundation’s web presence at a time of historic transformation of 
communications tools, and supported dozens of grassroots community 
organizations in communications capacity-building.  
 
She opened Wow The Crowd, her company specializing in nonprofit 
communications, in 2014. Wow The Crowd works with community and 
philanthropic institutions including Strategic Concepts in Organizing and Policy 
Education (SCOPE), The Center for Young Women’s Development, The Taproot 
Foundation, Overbrook Foundation and Liberty Hill.  
 
Dr. Osborn has extensive experience as an educator and developer of 
education and training materials. She developed and teaches a doctoral 
seminar at University of Southern California’s Annenberg School of 
Communications and Journalism that partners graduate research teams with 
grassroots social justice organizations in community-based participatory 
research projects. In 2015 this unique community-university partnership was 
showcased at The Grantmakers for Effective Organizations “Learning Together” 
conference. She has also designed curricula for community and school groups 
for The Center for Media Literacy, a national leader in media literacy. She has 



taught communications and journalism courses at USC, Cal State Northridge, 
Glendale Community College and New York University. 
 
Earlier in her career, Dr. Osborn worked as a print and radio journalist, and 
television producer. Her work has appeared in The New York Times, The Los 
Angeles Times, and on PBS, Discovery Network, National Public Radio and 
Pacifica Radio.  
 
She holds a Ph.D. in Communications from University of California San Diego. 
 
 
 


