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Sermon Series: The Heart of the Matter - Forgiveness

THE HERRT OF THE MATTER

ENESS

May 11 - Forgiving Others vs. Forgiving Yourself

Matthew 18:23-35

2 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a kingowhanted to settle accounts with his
servantg* As he began the settlement, a man who owed hirthtersand bags of gold was brought
to him?® Since he was not able to pay, the master ordeetchéhand his wife and his children and
all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

264At this the servant fell on his knees before hBe. patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and | will pay
back everything.?’ The servant’'s master took pity on him, canceleditiat and let him go.

2“But when that servant went out, he found one sffailow servants who owed him a hundred
silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke titay back what you owe me!" he demanded.

2“His fellow servant fell to his knees and beggeah hiBe patient with me, and | will pay it back.’

0“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had tha thrown into prison until he could pay the
debt3*When the other servants saw what had happenedwireyoutraged and went and told their
master everything that had happened.

32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘“You wickedvant,” he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of
yours because you begged me*#&houldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow senjast as |
had on you?*In anger his master handed him over to the jattetse tortured, until he should pay
back all he owed.

35“This is how my heavenly Father will treat eachyofi unless you forgive your brother or sister
from your heart.”



Il Peter 1:5-11

SFor this very reason, make every effort to addaoryfaith goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge? and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-contparseverance; and to perseverance,
godliness? and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutdfaéiction, love.2 For if you possess
these qualities in increasing measure, they wilpkgou from being ineffective and

unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesusi€ But whoever does not have them is
nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they havwenbgeansed from their past sins.

O Therefore, my brothers and sistemake every effort to confirm your calling and elent For if
you do these things, you will never stumBleand you will receive a rich welcome into the etérna
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 4:30-32

30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whorou were sealed for the day of
redemptior’? Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawdind slander, along with every form
of malice.®Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgigamh other, just as in Christ God
forgave you.

The unmerciful servant did nbinder stand the king. (Matthew 18:23-35)
* He treated othergnfairly.
* He was given paibnrelentingly.
» Jesus applies this lesson toursvaveringly.

We can fail toUnderstand our forgiveness. (Il Peter 1:5-11)
* WhatUnderlying qualities define each of us?
* Have we beetnproductive?
* Are we practicallynclean?

We can treat the Holy Spirit as Bimwelcome guest. Ephesians 4:30-32)
e Our temple idJnwholesome.
* Our concern for Him i&Jncaring.
* We areUnable to hear Him.

Conclusion:
* Aphiemi “to send away”
* Apoluo “to loose away”
» Charizomai “to be gracious to...” “To bestow favor unconditidiga



