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INTRODUCTION
The Forum for American/Chinese
Exchange at Stanford (FACES) is an
international organization based at
Stanford University that is dedicated to
bettering US-China relations. It
represents a global network of
professionals, scholars, and leaders who
are shaping their respective fields in the
United States and China.
Since 2001, our beliefs have motivated
us to organize numerous events in the
two countries – the core of which is our
FACES Annual Conference. Every year,
we rethink what our mission means

under the ever-changing context of USChina relations, and we seek to
empower our delegates to exchange in
the most meaningful way based on such
new understandings. We meticulously
design a program consisting of one
conference at Stanford and another at
one of our chapters in China for forty
promising delegates from around the
world. These conferences provide
forums for delegates to exchange ideas
and learn, both academically and
personally.
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MISSIONSTATEMENT
We believe that the US-China relationship is built by people. We believe that the diﬀerences that divide us – as
people and as nations – with mistrust and misunderstanding, can be transformed through intellectual, academic,
and interpersonal exchange; that we can inspire and empower a new generation to take these diﬀerences as a source
of strength and creativity, and to take the building of the US-China relationship as their lifelong endeavor.
FACES Conference Report
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LETTERFROMFACES
Fifteen years ago, FACES was founded to forge a new model of track 3 diplomacy. At a time when
person-to-person exchanges between China and the United States were almost non-existent, this
organization built a conference where students from both nations could stand on common ground:
where they could meet as people, and leave as friends.
In those fifteen years, much has changed. Today, there are boundless opportunities for travel between
the US and China. Millions of students engage in long- and short-term exchanges. The web of
relationships connecting our nations from across the Pacific has grown and developed, and FACES is
changing alongside it.
Yet those fifteen years also testify to what it still the same. They are a testimony to the enduring
importance of the FACES mission, which, through a decade and a half of profound shifts on the world
stage and through generations of FACES delegates and student leaders, has remained at its core
unchanged. While the scope and scale of US-China exchanges have seen extraordinary growth, FACES
continues to facilitate exchanges of a depth and intimacy that are rarely if ever matched.
Our organization’s greatest strength lies in that we do not only build connections; we build community.
And our team’s newest additions to the Annual Conference are also in many ways the most traditional.
We designed “By the Book” and “Beyond the Conference” sessions, creating spaces for delegates to
share their pasts and explore their futures, together. We completely remodeled last year’s Parallel
Forums to fluidly combine outstanding academic programming with profound personal reflection.
These events represent our team’s eﬀorts to re-center the conference around the extraordinary young
student delegates who travel from all across the globe to attend it.
Hosting the 2015 FACES Annual Conference was an opportunity to reflect upon our mission and values.
For us, this report is a record of the inspiring creativity that this year’s FACES team and delegates
invested in the fall conference. And more than that, it is a promise that the institutions we strive to
construct will carry this organization forward through another fifteen years, whatever they may bring.
With deep thanks, warmly yours,

Donny Li

Luke Babich

FACES Co-President

FACES Co-President
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“I am always surprised by the sheer number of Americans who are
becoming interested in China. I have always envisioned us as a
small community, but obviously bigger is better!” (US Delegate)

MEETTHEDELEGATES
Courtesy:
Google Maps

Delegates make the conference.
From twenty-five diﬀerent universities,
spanning a range of 8,677 miles, thirtyeight students came together to share
their knowledge, passion, and
experience. Having been selected from
a pool of over 200 applicants, our
delegates came for what they had done,
and left inspired by what they could do.
FACES Conference Report
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MEETTHESPEAKERS
Orville Schell is the Arthur Ross Director of the Center on U.S.-China Relations at
the Asia Society in New York. He is well known for his works on China. He previously
served as Dean of the University of California, Berkeley Graduate School of
Journalism. He also has worked for the Ford Foundation in Indonesia, covered the
war in Indochina as a journalist, and has traveled widely in China since the mid-70s.

Herbert Lin is the chief scientist at the Computer Science and
Telecommunications Board, National Research Council of the National Academies,
where he has directed major projects on public policy and information technology.
Prior to his NRC service, he was staff scientist for the House Armed Services
Committee (1986-1990), where his portfolio included defense policy and arms control
issues. He received his doctorate in physics from MIT.

Kathleen Stephens has thirty-five years’ experience as a career diplomat in the
U.S. Foreign Service, serving most recently as the United States ambassador to
South Korea from 2008 to 2011. She also served as the United States’ chargé
d'aﬀaires to India from March to December 2014. She holds a B.A. in East Asian
studies from Prescott College and a Master’s degree from Harvard University, and
also studied at Oxford University.

Mei Gechlik is Founder and Director of Stanford Law School’s China Guiding
Cases Project (“CGCP”). The CGCP’s work has been presented at the U.S.-China
Dialogue on the Rule of Law and Human Rights and at institutions such as Oxford
and Princeton University. In November 2015, she presented the CGCP’s work during
the World Bank Group’s Law, Justice and Development week.

Thomas Fingar is the inaugural Oksenberg-Rohlen Distinguished Fellow in the
Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies at Stanford University. He also
served as the first deputy director of national intelligence for analysis and,
concurrently, as chairman of the National Intelligence Council. He served
previously as director of the Oﬃce of Analysis for East Asia and the Pacific (1989–
1994), and chief of the China Division (1986–1989).

John Thomson was assigned to the U.S. Liaison Oﬃce in Beijing in June 1978, and
participated in many of the negotiations for treaties and agreements required for the
normalization of Sino-American relations. As the first Press and Cultural Counselor
at the American Embassy in Beijing 1979-1981, he played a key role in developing
U.S.-China cultural and educational exchanges.

FACES Conference Report
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CONFERENCEEVENTS
State Visits and Fragile Diplomacy
Following the opening ceremony, Orville
Schell, Director of the Asia Society’s Center
on U.S.-China Relations, discussed Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s recent visit to the
United States. Schell remarked on China’s

Orville Schell

growing sense of confidence, bolstered by its
economic rise, in dealing with the outside
world. This confidence, he argued, has led to
a cooling between American and Chinese
leaders.

Despite China’s increasing confidence, the
timing of Xi’s state visit, which coincided
with Pope Francis’s stay in the United States,
left Xi in the media shadows, to the chagrin
of many in China, who saw this as a signal of
disrespect. Antagonism between the U.S. and
China is growing, and unsatisfying visits like
Xi’s could add yet more fuel to the fire. To
limit chafing between the two countries, each
country must proceed with caution and
wisdom.

Ideology and Cyber Security
Herbert Lin, senior research scholar for cyber policy at the Freeman Spogli
Institute and research fellow at the Hoover Institute, introduced delegates to
the complex dynamics of US-China cybersecurity. Lin described the
challenging trade-oﬀs that governments and societies must balance in the
cyber sphere: “Openness and connectivity are what make the internet so
powerful. But they are also exactly what makes it so vulnerable.” He explained
that the US system, built from its inception to allow openness, is extremely
open to attack. However, much-needed updates to security systems often meet
steep resistance; they upset established practices and harm eﬃciency, at least in
the short term.
Lin criticized the common wisdom that it is almost impossible to identify
perpetrators of cyber-attacks, stressing that even when attackers leave almost
no digital trail, governments can rely on information from human agents or
their knowledge of the attack’s target and timing to pinpoint its origin.
In discussion with delegates, Lin considered how new technologies may change
the dynamics of cybersecurity, and how countries new to the internet may
choose to develop their digital infrastructure with the weaknesses of systems
in China and the US in mind. Lin ended the conversation by emphasizing the
deep and growing importance of cyber issues for US-China relations: “They
may be our biggest source of conflict, or our greatest chance for cooperation.”
A computer
science
student
from West
Point zeroes
in on one of
Lin’s
concerns
about cyber
security.

FACES Conference Report

Innovation & Rule of Law
In a talk entitled, “Open Justice in a
Closed Society: a Paradox in China?,”
Mei Gechlik, founder and director of
the China Guiding Cases Project and a
long time faculty supporter of FACES,
spoke on the development of a de facto
“rule of law” in China. Dr. Gechlik
wasn’t satisfied just lecturing; she
entreated delegates to get off their
chairs and pick up a marker. Together,
she and the students constructed a
framework to understand the
diﬀerence between “rule of law” and
“r ule by law,” and discussed the
nuances of a “closed society” in today’s
global context. The delegates also
heard Dr. Gechlik’s take on the best
approach for interacting with the
Chinese government’s oﬃcials and
legislators to eﬀectively pursue positive
social change and justice.
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“
Kathleen Stephens answers questions and raises her own.

Discussion with Kathleen Stephens
Kathleen Stephens, former U.S. Ambassador to the
Republic of Korea and a research fellow at Stanford’s
Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center, came
to speak with the FACES delegates on Saturday afternoon.
Professor Stephens, back in an academic role after years of
working in foreign service, expressed her happiness to be

I revised my definition of Chinese – I have
always self-identified as Chinese, seeing it as
an ethnic/racial category rather than a national
category. I was very taken aback when I was
asked why I self-identified as Chinese, seeing
that I was not born in China. Having been born
and raised in a country where ‘Chinese’ is the
dominant ethnic group against ‘Non-Chinese’
ethnic groups, I have always perceived the
term in that dichotomy.”

By the Book

“Every language is a world. Without translation, we would inhabit
parishes bordering on silence.” - George Steiner
One of the main goals of the FACES annual conference is to
come to understand our misunderstandings. “By the Book”
aimed at identifying the diﬀerences in our perceptions of

able to speak freely about her earlier work. Beginning
with a brief introduction, in which she related to the
delegates through her own memories of her college years,
Stephens quickly opened up the discussion to questions
from the delegates. The delegates challenged Ambassador

culture and history, revealing the tremendous disparities
between the tellings of these events in Chinese and American
textbooks. In this session, delegates studied textbook
excerpts on ten topics, ranging from ideological themes like
Marxism to historical events like the Korean War. These

Stephens with questions ranging in topic from the future
of the TPP and the geopolitical significance of North
Korea, to the challenges associated with being a woman in
diplomacy.

topics all invite diverse interpretations, which play out in
Chinese and American accounts. The delegates worked in
groups to translate the Chinese texts into English, trying to
capture the nuances in the language and properly translate
the meaning of the texts. After translating, delegates reflected

Crisis Simulation
In the midst of preparing for an “economic summit” on

on the similarities and diﬀerences that translating exposed,
seeking to explain the reasons behind consensus and
divergence. The session was featured on The New York Times’s
Chinese website.

China’s inclusion into the TPP, delegates representing the
United States, Japan, and China were informed that Flight
NH 844, en route from Tokyo Nareda Airport to
Singapore Changi Airport, had crashed in the vicinity of
the Senkaku/Diaoyu island chain. Over the course of the
next three and a half hours, delegates from the diplomatic,
military, and executive branches of their respective
governments had to navigate the tumultuous geopolitical
waters of the unfolding conflict. This meant making
tactical decisions about how much and what aid to
dispense, maneuvering military vessels to display power,
and waging cyber warfare to shut down the email accounts
of other teams. All the while, the teams had to keep the
long-term goals of the economic summit negotiations in
sight, balancing the exigencies of the crisis with the
planned prerogatives of the summit, which occurred
between the third and fourth hours of the simulation.

“

Discussing U.S. and Chinese textbooks’ diﬀering interpretations of history

Attitudes towards China's democratization are not as divisive as I thought. Most of the
Chinese delegates hold similar attitudes, ideals, and philosophies that I do.” (US delegate)

FACES Conference Report
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Parallel Forums
The FACES Annual Conference is about building
connections. In their Parallel Forums, delegates built
interpersonal bonds through the shared challenge of
connecting ideas. The conference had forums
designed around four diﬀerent themes: “Power and
Revolution,” “Identity and Alienation,” “Violence and
Stability,” “Tradition and Choice.” Each day of the
John Thomson discusses the importance of academic exchange.

Change through Exchange

“We knew even if the official relationship broke again, the
exchanges had built this new network of people who would go
back and forth, and maintain ties.” - John Thomson
John Thomson launched the last full day of conference
programming with an address on the development of
student exchanges between China and the U.S., drawing
from his rich personal experience as the first Press and
Cultural Counselor at the American Embassy in Beijing,
where he played a key role in establishing the very first
exchanges between American and Chinese students in the
early 1980s.
Today, more than 25,000 American students are studying
in China, and many more Chinese students study in the
United States. However, academic exchange began with
just 500 Chinese visiting scholars, a token handful of U.S.
students who became known as the “Beijing 8,” and
political scr utiny f rom both sides. The Chinese
government viewed the exchanges as opportunities to
train technical experts, and was frustrated to find that U.S.
higher education emphasized personal growth more than
vocational training. The U.S. wanted scholars who could
describe China’s socioeconomic conditions, but its
exchange students were restricted to special schools in
Beijing.

conference, delegates met in small groups of 8-10
students to explore their theme. Doctoral students in
the humanities served as a Moderators, guiding
discussions and helping delegates develop a shared
system of thinking.
Conversation in the Parallel Forum crosses fluidly
between the personal and academic. “The forum was a
link that got us to open up on a deep intellectual
level,” said one delegate, “and it really challenged
some of the worldviews and assumptions that we
previously held.” In the first forum session, American
and Chinese delegates shared personal anecdotes and
discussed how these stories related to the theme or
shaped the way they thought about it. During each
day of the conference, delegates met with their forum
to build on the previous day’s discussion, working
together to synthesize radically diﬀerent ideas and
perspectives.
When asked to reflect on the Parallel Forums, one
delegate replied: “It made you think outside the box
of U.S.-China relations, while contextualizing yourself
in relation to both nations.” “It was a place to hear the
thoughts of my fellow delegates on more intellectual
issues, and get to know them on a deeper level.”

Thomson made predictions about the future of U.S.-China
exchange, prompted by delegates to discuss Obama’s
“100,000 Strong” initiative and new collaborative models
of education like Duke-Kunshan University. He
concluded by emphasizing the significance of continued
exchange between American and Chinese students as
these two countries mature in parallel.

“

My ideas might sound crazy but there will be
someone who will agree with them and talk
through them with me! So speak!” (Chinese
Delegate)

FACES Conference Report
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Beyond the Conference
The Annual Conference brings
delegates together around the things
they share: visions, values, and the
energy to pursue a better future for
the Pacific region. But what happens
to those visions and values when our
delegates leave the conference? How
can the delegates apply their energy
after graduating?
The “Beyond the Conference” session
provided delegates with a chance to
speak with role models who share

their values, but who have put those
values to work in their lives and
careers. The session gave delegates a
unique chance to interact directly
with individuals who took their
passion for nurturing the U.S.-China
relationship into work in academia,
technological industries, journalism,
entrepreneurship, consulting, and the
nonprofit sector. Through short
presentations and time for one-onone conversations, delegates learned
what it really means to build a career
around an international partnership.

Participating organizations, companies, and individuals:

Scott Rozelle from Rural Education Action Program

James Dee, FACES Alum, Attorney at Morrison & Foerster, LLP

Golden Gate Goodbyes
The conference ended with a
trip to San Francisco, first
home of the Chinese in
A m e r i c a a n d o u r fin a l
destination. We boarded the
bus at 5:40am to catch the
sunrise over the Golden Gate
Bridge. After breakfast, we
meandered through the streets
of Chinatown taking in aromas
that emanated f rom shop
windows. We ended our time
together in Dolores Park,
where we shared a dim sum
picnic. Standing shoulder to
shoulder for the last time
before the Spring conference,
delegates reflected on what
had inspired, touched, and
surprised them over their stay.

FACES Conference Report
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OUR MISSION CONTINUES…

As we look back at almost fifteen years of FACES history and at another FACES Conference at Stanford, we are
also looking forward. Today, the FACES community extends far beyond the Annual Conference. FACES alumni
remain our most enduring source of guidance and inspiration, and in recent years have been a growing source of
financial support as well. We strive to return this support: in addition to the countless spontaneous, self-organized
gatherings in our alumni community, our team is partnering with Alumni Representatives to host more formal
gatherings -- a chance for alumni to connect with friends outside of their immediate circle, and to make a truly
intergenerational alumni community. Our team is also developing an Alumni Portal for the FACES Website that will
allow alumni to search for people and events in our global community.
This year, FACES received sponsorship from Stanford’s Freeman Spogli Institute (FSI), one of the world’s foremost
institutes for research on international issues. Our team transitioned to an online platform for coordination and
collaboration, unifying the work across the Stanford team and the FACES Chapters at Peking University, Zhejiang
University, Renmin University, and Fudan University in China. Meanwhile, our programing collaboration has grown
ever-more ambitious as we partner with our chapters to host the spring session of this year’s annual conference, the
2016 FACES Telesummit, and innovative new events like our online discussion forum with FACES Zhejiang.
This momentum will carry our organization to new exciting places. We look forward to sharing them with you – our
alumni, donors, supporters, friends and partners in China and across the U.S. – in the year of 2016.
FACES Conference Report
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Join our effort. Support now.
FACES could use your help. This year, we provided support for
delegates to fly from places across the globe. If you’re interested in
helping us pursue our mission of connecting students passionate
about US-China relations, contact us at contact_faces@stanford.edu.
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