
 

 

August 2, 2012 

 

The Honorable Robert F. McDonnell 

Office of the Governor 

Patrick Henry Building 

1111 E. Broad Street, 3rd Floor 

Richmond, VA 23219 

[Via E-mail] 

 

Dear Governor McDonnell: 

 

In light of the drought in the Midwest which is seriously affecting corn crops and corn 

prices I would like to ask that you request a waiver from the federal Renewable Fuel 

Standard (RFS)  which has created a food versus fuel conflict in our economy.   You have 

the authority under federal law to help reduce food costs to Virginians, reduce 

Chesapeake Bay pollution, save Virginia budget funds, and help Virginia farm families. 

 

When crafting both the 2005 Energy Policy Act and the 2007 Energy Independence and 

Security Act, Congress specifically provided for a waiver of the mandated use of biofuels 

under the RFS in certain cases.  Appropriately, they vested authority in the States to 

monitor their local and regional economies as to whether such a waiver should be 

considered.   

 

Specifically, the statutes provide for a State to petition the US Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) to consider whether maintaining the biofuels mandate in a given year 

would "severely harm the economy or environment of a State, a region or the United 

States."   It is in that regard that I urge you, on behalf of the Commonwealth, to petition 

the US EPA for a temporary waiver of the current biofuels mandate under the RFS 

 

Inflationary prices of food are directly traceable to the diversion of corn from food and 

feed to fuel and they affect milk, cheese, other dairy products, beef, cereal, bread and 

even candy prices.   

 

Food prices are at all time highs.  Milk and eggs have logged double digit increases in 

over the last few years with higher prices forecast.      

 

The other negative economic impact the biofuels mandate is having is at the farm level in 

Virginia.  The Commonwealth’s substantial poultry and livestock sector is struggling 

economically.  While food inflation soars at the retail level, production costs are 

increasing even faster at the farm level – squeezing Virginia’s livestock producers in 

the middle.  Corn and soybeans are the major input cost for most livestock production, 

and Virginia’s poultry industry alone buys more than 1.3 million tons of corn and 

soybean meal.   



 

 

Indeed, corn and soybean prices are at all-time highs and prices are projected to increase 

even higher throughout this year due to the droughts.  The current high costs of feed is 

decimating Virginia’s agricultural base of broilers, turkeys, eggs, and dairy and beef 

cattle – which is an important economic engine in many parts of the State, including the 

Shenandoah Valley.  Overall, these sectors account for a more than $1.5 billion industry 

in Virginia, yet many producers in this sector are on the brink of financial collapse. 

 

Ecologically, there is even some evidence that the artificial economic structure created by 

the RFS has disrupted the normal crop rotation on the Eastern Shore, leading to more 

nutrient runoff which is compromising water quality in the Chesapeake Bay.  This can 

frustrate Virginia’s efforts to clean up the Bay and preserve our watermen’s livelihood 

and Bay food sources. 

 

Again, considering the economic uncertainty we are facing, and the unique and targeted 

economic and ecological impact the federal biofuels mandate is having on Virginia,  I 

strongly urge you to exercise the authority you have under federal law to petition the US 

EPA, for a temporary biofuel waiver.   

 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  If you have any questions please contact me 

at 703-853-4213. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Delegate Robert G. Marshall 

 

RGM/ccg 

        

 


