
Essay 4
Honors 101
Dr. Klodt

For Essay 4, choose one (1) of the course’s last two novels—either Ray Loriga’s My 
Brother’s Gun (1995) or Wei Hui’s Shanghai Baby (1999)—as the focus of your essay.

Prominent Themes in Ray Loriga’s My Brother’s Gun (1995)

(De)Construction of Identity Popular Culture as Shorthand/Language
Representations of Youth Culture Sexuality
Nihilism, Fatalism, Disillusionment Dehumanization
The Media as Protagonist/Antagonist Fame
The Journey as Metaphor Subversion of the Road Novel Genre
Search for Truth and/or Meaning Parents/Parental Guidance
Narrative Voice (Omniscience vs. Ignorance) Consequences of One’s Actions
Narrative Style as Meaning (The Medium Is The Nature of Narrative

the Message) Fiction vs. Reality
Morality & Free Will Nonchalance/No Future
Authority vs. Subversion Escapism

A) Thesis
Using any of the above themes, a combination of these themes, and/or your own ideas, 
brainstorm a preliminary interpretation of My Brother’s Gun: What message(s) is the 
novel communicating? How do you interpret the novel? It might be helpful to do some 
free writing to get your ideas flowing and to stimulate analytical thinking. Also, 
developing your Thesis Statement and Preliminary Interpretation in unison often leads 
to a successful analysis.

1) Write a Cogent Thesis Statement 
Write and carefully edit your thesis statement considering the supporting 
arguments you plan to use and the interpretation you brainstormed above. As we 
discussed in class, your thesis will clearly state what your essay will show or 
prove and forecast the analytical interpretation at which you will arrive.

2) Outline
Write a rough outline of how you will structure your essay. Include the main 
arguments, appropriate details, and examples you will develop to prove your 
thesis and in what order you will develop these ideas to arrive at your analytical 
interpretation.

3) Preliminary Interpretation
In a few sentences, state the interpretation at which you will arrive. Based on 
your thesis and the development of your arguments, what message(s) is My 
Brother’s Gun communicating? What meaning(s) does My Brother’s Gun 
suggest?



Thesis, Outline, and Preliminary Interpretation: Due Tuesday 3 November 2015
Theses returned in dropbox beside Dr. Klodt’s door: Wednesday 4 November 2015

B) Essay
Using your thesis statement, outline, and interpretation prepared above, write a cogent, 
well-structured, analytical essay on My Brother’s Gun. Use MLA formatting. Follow the 
formatting and content instructions on the handout “Guide to the Analytical Essay” (also 
available on our website).

On the last page of the essay, include the Honors College pledge:

On my honor, I pledge that I have neither given, received, nor witnessed 
unauthorized help on this essay.

Signature: __________________

Essay: Due Tuesday 10 November 2015


