
asking them what they like about this 

community and what concerns they have 

for it. What a fascinating and eye-

opening experience for all of us!  

 

Opportunities we identified:  

 Neighborhood gardeners 

 Military families and individuals 

 Young singles and couples  

 Growing Senior Population in Kitsap 

County (an expected 1 in 4 people in 

Kitsap will be over the age of 65 by 

2020).  

 The LGBT community 

 

The thing that surprised (and delighted) 

us most was the fact that several differ-

ent groups came back from their site 

do. It’s that, as one visitor commented, 

“I look around and see people different 

from me who seem very happy here, but 

I wonder who would I hang out with? I 

just don’t feel like I would fit here.”  

     So, what do we do? How do we hold 

on to the integrity of who we are, and 

honor the depth and history of our 

church, and yet multiply that sense of 

God’s kingdom for those who aren’t here 

yet? Of the 250,000 people in Kitsap 

County, census data indicate that more 

than half – around 170,000, do not at-

tend any kind of church or belong to any 

faith community. 170,000!!! So – our 

question has become: who are our 

neighbors in Kitsap, and what can we do 

to build relationships with them and 

create bridges to welcome them to our 

faith community and to Jesus?  

      Well, we went to town on this ques-

tion! Literally – over the course of three 

weeks, various sub-groups visited “sites” 

around our community. Groups hung 

out at the Bremerton Farmers’ Market, 

the Armed Forces Day Parade, a local 

tap room, the waiting room at Harrison, 

and coffee shops. Three different groups 

walked the hills and streets of the neigh-

borhood around our church. At each of 

these site visits, we talked with people, 
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Growing Goodness 
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We did it! We finished the second 

phase of the New Initiatives process! 

For eight Sundays in April, May and 

June, a faithful group met to study 

Scripture, pray, and listen to the Spirit 

together. We reflected on our strengths 

and weakness as a congregation, as well 

as the opportunities and challenges in 

our community. We affirmed our 

church is strong in a number of areas: 

we are a friendly, caring and generous 

church. People here have a wide range 

of skills, from music and teaching to 

healing and compassion, from fixing 

and building to organizing and leading. 

We also have a wonderful building that 

is nearly paid for. Our traditional music 

program is excellent and well loved by 

many. The list goes on. . .  

      It’s always fun to talk about what 

we’re good at! It makes us a little more 

nervous to think about what we might 

not be so good at. But we took an hon-

est look and noticed a couple of signifi-

cant areas where we could improve. 

First, even though we have a great 

building, it’s hard to find - many people 

simply don’t know where we are. Sec-

ondly, while we have a few new families 

with young children coming to Summit, 

we are missing a whole generation of 

people here – only 8% of our congrega-

tion falls between the age of 20-35. We 

also have few people of color or ethnic 

diversity. It’s not that people of differ-

ent ages or backgrounds don’t visit and 

worship with us now and then – they 
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Usher & Greeters 

July 3    Joyce Hersch,  
  Delcea Wills 
                     Bethany Nupen,  
    Bev Pratt 
July 10     Aggie Schultheis,  
  Ken & Sue Davis, 
 Peggy Hitchcock 
July 17        Jennifer Taylor  
                       Alison Bowling,                         
       John & Jeannie Lemm 
July 24       Shannon & Jennifer 
                       Griffin, 
                       Mike & Bev Kelly 
July 31       Terese Edmonds 
August 7      Joyce Hersch,  
  Bud Taylor, 
                     Bethany Nupen,  
  Bev Pratt 
August 14  Aggie Schultheis,  
  Ken & Sue Davis,  
 Peggy Hitchcock 
August 21      Sue Kela,  
                       Alison Bowling,                         
       John & Jeannie Lemm 
August 28     Shannon & Jennifer          
      Griffin, 
                       Mike & Bev Kelly 
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Loving God  

Time For Young Disciples 

July 3         Nathan Perry 
July 10        Wallace Ross 
July 17  Bethany Nupen 
July 24         Sharon Peterson 
July 31         Rick Chapman  
August 7          Nathan Perry 
August 14        Tineke Dahl 
August 21        Tim Taylor 
August 28       Susie Beil 
 

Hospitality Team 

July 3       John & Jeannie Lemm, 
         Chris & Larry Hall 
July 10            Joyce Hersch,  
                          Marsha Kane, 
                         Pamela Morton,  
                          Christina McGaughey                  
July 17             Lisa Barfield,  
                          Ruth Martin, 
                          Sandy Bochonok/Barfield,  
                          Ann Sveen 
July 24            Shannon & Jennifer                 
        Griffin, 
                          Brett Harrison 
July 31             James & Alonda Droege, 
                          Sharon Peterson 
 
 

Liturgists 

July 3             Tim Taylor 
July 10           John Lemm 
July 17            Paul Du Fresne 
July 24      Barbara Stark 
July 31            Jeanie Lemm 
August 7         Rick Chapman 
August 14       Bethany Nupen 
August 21       Nathan Perry 
August 28      TBA 
 
Acolytes 

July 3             Jonathan Beil 
July 10       Ruth Ross 
July 17       Jayke Kelly 
July 24          Caleb Beil 
July 31           Maxx Kelly 
August 7        Evan Howell 
August 14      Collin Beil 
August 21      Jonah Griffin 
August 28     Jonathan Beil 
 
 
Communion   

July 3           Rick Chapman, 

                     Bethany Nupen, 

                     Delcea Wills 

August 7 TBA 

visits with the same observation: so 

many gardens in our neighborhood! 

Across ages and backgrounds and 

income levels, we saw people con-

verting front and side yard spaces 

into gardens. Matching our 

strengths with this opportunity, we 

decided to leverage energy around 

creating a Garden Initiative Group. 

Our first idea would be to host 

“produce swaps” – perhaps on a 

couple of Sunday afternoons in Au-

gust – this summer, and invite both 

Summit folks and neighbors to bring 

their extra zucchini, tomatoes, cu-

cumbers, etc. to swap and share. At 

these gatherings, we would invite 

interested neighbors to join us in 

creating a monthly group that would 

meet through the year to share ideas, 

seeds, produce, support, seminars, etc. 

The goal of this group would be to get to 

know our neighbors and help our neigh-

bors get to know each other. The most 

popular image Jesus used in helping 

people understand the Kingdom of God 

was that of a garden, and the power of a 

small seed becoming a giant fruit-

bearing tree.    

     Looking again to our current 

strengths, we are forming a senior health 

ministry team. We also plan to be more 

strategic in helping our MOPS moms 

grow a family fellowship group to create 

community for younger families. The 

biggest areas of challenge for us - that we 

want to grow in and get better at - are 

connecting with the college and young 

career singles or couples, and growing in 

relationship with our brothers and sisters 

in the LGBT community.  

     In all of this, we sense God at work call-

ing us to fresh new expressions of who we 

are as God’s people in this time and in this 

place. We hope to reproduce the sense of 

community and Spirit we have here at 

Summit with others whom Christ longs to 

bring together for God’s glory. We don’t 

know exactly what that will look like yet, 

but we trust the One who 

will walk with us and show 

us the way! And we hope 

cont’d from  p. 1 



Christina McGaughey                   

Sandy Bochonok/Barfield,  

July 24            Shannon & Jennifer                 
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In Worship 

Thank You VBS Kids Camp Volunteers! 

Date Scripture Sermon Title   Preacher 

July 3 2 Kings 5:1-14 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

Free and Clean Rev. Susie Beil  

July 10 VBS Kids Camp Celebration Joseph’s Journey VBS Kids Camp! 

July 17 Amos 8:1-12 
Luke 10:38-42 

 Nathan Perry 

July 24  Teen MOPS Deanna Gemmer 

July 31 Romans 13 Authorities Rick Chapman 

August 7 Luke 14:13-14 Wheelchairs for Nigeria Rev. Ron Rice 

August 14 Esther 1-2 For Such A Time as This Rev. Susie Beil 

August 21 Esther 3-5  Rev. Susie Beil 

August 28 Esther 6-10  Rev. Susie Beil 

Summer Sermons  

Caileigh Ask 
Caleb Beil 
Collin Beil 
Susie Beil 
Karen Chapman 
Rick Chapman 
Katherine Corpuz-Perry 
Solveig Dahl 
Mary  Fischer  
Jonah Griffin 
Emily Hamilton 
Aphroditis Howell 
Dorrie Hunt 
Jim Hunt 
Jaycob Kelly 
Lucas Martin 
Christina McGaughey 
Phil Mcgaughey 

Ellen Middents 
Julie Mirth 
Makayla Mirth 
Bethany Nupen 
Faith Parker 
Peg Powell 
Louise Royce 
Steven Royce 
David Snapper 
Zach Storey 
Teagan Taafe 
Mallary Terpening 
Bellana Walker 
Kathi Walker 
Rick Walker 
Delcea Wills  

Our VBS Kids Camp crew would also like to thank 
everyone that donated snacks and/or items for 
crafts or decorations. Your generosity has helped to 
make this years 2016 VBS a success! 

http://www.summitave.net
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Loving Others 

  S UM MIT  LIF E  

THE WILDERNESS 
 

 

Around this time last year I was on a month 
long trip with my university to visit the Bi-
ble lands. We spent time in Jerusalem, the 
Sea of Galilee, the City of David, Valley of 
Elah where David fought Goliath, and many 
other ancient Biblical sites. But one of the 
most impacting sites we visited wasn’t any-
where particular at all. For two days our 
group went to the country of Jordan where 
we drove out into the wilderness to camp in 
the desert. We had tents under the stars, we 
rode camels, went four-wheeling, and hiked 
up a big mountain to watch the sunset. Dur-
ing this trip our tour guides led us out into 
the desert where they asked the group to 
remain completely silent for five minutes. 
Five minutes is not a long time, but this 
particular five minutes made a deep impres-
sion on me. Consider that there are over 
100 university students from around the 
United States so five minutes of quiet time 
could prove challenging. However, in this 
case everyone wanted to experience this. 
 
Complete Stillness 

In a busy fast paced world full of technolo-
gy, cell phones, TV’s, radios, the sound of 
cars, and the hustle and bustle of life, it is 
difficult to find anywhere without constant 
“noise”. For this younger generation, it is all 
they might know. For some of our older 
generation, it just might be that we are 
slowly getting used to it over time. When 
our group was in that desert we were far 
from civilization, any main roads, we had no 
electronics, in this moment no one was talk-
ing. It was the utter most silence I have ever 
heard. There was something powerful, and 
majestic about it. It was like I instantly had 
a deeper awareness of God. 
 

In The Whisper 

When the Lord appeared to Elijah in 1 Kings 
19:11-12 it says,” The Lord said, ‘Go out and 
stand on the mountain in the presence of 
the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.’ 
Then a great and powerful wind tore the 
mountains apart and shattered the rocks 
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the 
wind. After the wind there was an earth-
quake, but the Lord was not in the earth-

quake. After the earthquake came a fire, 
but the Lord was not in the fire. And after 
the fire came a gentle whisper.” 
As many of us know, things often get lost 
in translation and we were told by our tour 
guides that the original Hebrew word used 
in this passage that we translate as 
“whisper” is more accurately described as 
“utter silence.” God was in the quiet. Not in 
the loud, powerful, scary, or even shocking 
events going on around us that demand 
our attention.  
 
Saved from Slavery 

I find it ironic that as we learn from our 
Kids Camp that God saved Joseph out of 
being sold into slavery and led him to be 
second in power to Pharaoh in Egypt, God 
repeats this story with the Hebrew nation. 
One day, the Hebrews become slaves and 
God frees them from Egypt. But the story 
starts with Moses encountering God in the 
wilderness by a burning bush. Then God 
leads the Israelites into the wilderness 
where God makes a covenant with them 
before leading them to the promised land. 
 

The New Covenant 

Then in the New Testament we learn that 
John the Baptist had a unique approach 
his ministry in that he invited people back 
into the wilderness and to be baptized. 
This baptism of repentance was to prepare 
the way for a coming savior where God 
would once again make a covenant. This 
new covenant being purchased with the 
blood of His one and only son.  
 
Summer 

I believe in our modern context, one must 
be even more intentional about finding 
quiet time. Rest. Slowing down and cutting 
out the constant noise in order to be aware 
of God’s presence as well as to enjoy mak-
ing memories with the ones you love. Time 
goes by fast and we don’t get it back. Kids 
grow up fast, the world changes constantly, 
and our sense of peace will come from a 
place that is not rushed, anxious, or busy. 
We are invited into the wilderness to draw 
close to God and also one another. I hope 
this summer break will be that calling for 
each of us as we are rejuvenated mentally, 

BTWN Bash & Friday Night Live 

The first ever BTWN Bash (Bremerton Bash) was a great success! Held at Ever-

green Park on the last day of school and co-hosted by Seaside Youth, Summit 

Youth, Christ for Youth, and Newlife Youth groups.  

   Our very own Collin Beil won the 3 point challenge! After taking on over 20 

very skilled youth, Collin came out on top with the most 3 point shots!  
 

All youth 7th grade and up, come  join us for Friday Night Live, every Friday 

night from 6:30 to 8:00 until July 15th. Come play a variety of outdoor games 

including basketball, bad mitten, and kickball.  There is also pizza, great con-

versation, and wonderful friends!  

 

FRIDAY NIGHT  

LIVE! 
Youth 7th-12th Grades 

6:30pm-8:00pm  

  ·July 1 

  ·July 8 

  ·July 15 

GAMES·MUSIC·FOOD·FUN 

 

Summit Youth 
Beach Retreat 
August 22-24 

Copalis Beach 

spiritually, and physically with rest. For 
you that might be camping with family, or 
a week at home in your pajamas. It may 
be quiet times in prayer, or a vacation just 
to get away. Whatever it may be I pray 
blessings over our families and that you 
have many moments where you become 
more aware of God’s presence in your 
life! 
   

     

     

   In Christ’s Service,    

    Nathan Perry 

 

 

 



Faith & Fellowship 
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VBS Kids Camp 2016 

We had 45 kids attend camp this year!  
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Serving the World 

Caregiver Group  

Do you assist a loved one with chores or paying the 

bills? Perhaps you visit a loved one in assisted living. 

Then you are a caregiver. We invite you to come join 

the Summit Caregivers group. This group is a place to 

come together and share both the joys and hardships of 

being a caregiver.  The Summit Caregivers Group meets 

on the second Sunday of every month at 12:30 in the 

choir room.  Feel free to just join us, or contact Maxine 

Warren at 479.7012 

This months Groups Highlight: 

Work Party - RESCHEDULED!  

The July 2nd Work Party has been rescheduled 

for  July 9th at 9:00am.   

Please come join us as we will need help with pulling 

the carpet out of the upstairs classrooms, weeding the 

grounds, taking down the VBS banners, and taking 

care of any left over VBS clean up.  

 

We exceeded our goal of 300 pounds 

by an additional 20 pounds!  Thanks 

to everyone that donated to our win-

ter food challenge! We are always ac-

cepting food donations in the blue 

wagon in the Narthex. Right now the 

Foodline is in need of jams and jellies.  

Food Challenge Complete! 

Missions Potluck 

 

August 18th, 6:00pm 

12275 Ridgepoint Circle NW,  

Silverdale 98383 

 

Come hear Pam Schubert tell about her mission work 

in Turkey. Pam grew up in Bremerton. Her mission 

work is sponsored by the Presbyterian Church. Please 

bring a dish to share. Children are welcome.  For more 

information contact Ellen Middents at  360.692.3861 

Presbytery Grant Approved! 

We are so grateful to the Seattle Presbytery for 
their support of our mission and ministry. Be-
cause of their grant program, we have been able 
to fund Nathan’s position to 35 hours, and we 
have just received word that they have approved 
our grant request for $15,000 toward our Sanc-
tuary Upgrade Project!  

Here is the message from the Presbytery Coun-
cil: 

At our Council Meeting last night we approved 
the grand request that was submitted by Sum-
mit Avenue. Our hope is to support the worship 
and programs at SAPC.We are thrilled that we 
can continue to support churches as much as 
possible. 

 

We are blessed to be part of the Body of Christ, 
and glad to be partners in ministry with the Se-
attle Presbytery.  

Pray for our  

Triennium Team!  

 

Emily Hamilton 

Cameron Ross 

Nathan Perry 

 

July 19-22 at Purdue 
University 



Statistical Report for June 2016 

Average Worship Attendance: 106 
 Lord’s Supper: 83 
 Nursey: 5 
               Kids: 5 
 Youth: 5 
 Sunday School - Adults: 26 
 Groups: 85 
 MOPS: 20 moms, 25 kids, 10 volunteers  
 VBS Kids Camp: 48 Kids, 33 volunteers 

on the Mission  
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Staff 

 
Pastor: Rev. Susie Beil 

Parish Associates: Rev. Jerry Benjam in              

Youth & Children's Ministry Director: Nathan Perry 

Childcare Ministry Coordinator: Robyn Achevarra 

Choir Director: Gary Dahl 

Handbell Choir Director: Cheryl Sanlin 

Organists:  Woody Bernas, Joann Richardson, Len Guyt  

Office Administrator: Faith Parker 

Communications Coordinator: Julie Mirth  

Custodian: Darlene Randall 

Treasurer: Cathy Best 

Kitchen Facilitator: Sue Kela 

Sound Technicians: Rick Walker, Tineke Dahl, 

Karl Jensen, Rick Chapman, Oliver Dahl 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Mel Lord-Unruh 

Choir Director Emeritus: Audrey Robinson 

 

Desk Volunteers: 

 Monday   Aggie Schultheis  & Bethany Nupen 
 Tuesday   Sharon Plowman & Joyce Hersch  
 Wed.    Phil McGaughey & Judy Wieck  
 Thurs    Mary Urwin, Sue Kela, Sue Hall 
     
Subs: Ray Goodale, Bud Taylor ,  Laura Blair  

Session 
  

Sharon Peterson Personnel/Youth Team 

Griff Ames Building and Grounds 

Bethany Nupen Worship/Kids 

Tim Taylor  Youth/B&G/Acolytes 

Brett Harrison Mission/Outreach 

Russell Warren Groups 

Paul Du Fresne Finance/Stewardship 

Ken Davis Mission/Memorials 

Ruth Martin Outreach/Hospitality 

Dan Kranenburg Personnel/B&G 

Rick Chapman Finance  

Bev Kelly Youth/Personnel 

Lori Hamilton Clerk  

 

Deacons 

Moderator: Delcea Wills 

Joyce Hersch  Jeannie Lemm 

Mary Fischer  John Lemm 

Audrey Robinson  Jerry Dick    

Chris Hall   Ann Sveen  

Kurt Spitzer 

Cheryl Sanlin 

Sue Davis 

Page 7 

Summit Leadership 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 Actual Monthly 
Budget 

(expected) 

Year to Date 

Income $24,892.28 $22,100.91 $120,789.77 

Expense $24,754.47 $23,233.82 $120,105.60 

May 2016 

Our Treasurer’s report reflects what was approved at the 

previous month’s Session meeting, giving us a month’s lag 

time. So for this newsletter, we report on:  

You’ll notice our income is almost twice that of our expenses at 

the end of February. This is due to a Presbytery grant we re-

ceived for the Youth Director position, as we well as a handful 

of members who pay their tithe in one lump January sum. 

While of course this is great news, these funds are meant to be 

stretched through the end of the year.  

First Sundays  - Deacons Offering 

The first Sunday of each month. The offering is giving 

to organizations in our community. They in turn reach 

out to those in need. 
 

Third Sundays - Helping Hands Offering 

The third Sunday of each month. Helping Hands of-

fering is used to purchase Safeway gift cards to be giv-

en to families in need of food. Perishable food items 

and basic toiletries are also welcome at any time!                                                                           



Summit Avenue Presbyterian Church 
403 S Summit 
Bremerton, Washington 98312 

Growing disciples in all generations by loving God, loving others, and serving the world. 

Phone: 360-377-2740 
E-mail: office@summitave.net 

Return Service requested 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  
9am - 2pm  

Phone: (360) 377-2740 
 

Check out our website at: 

www.summitave.net 

SummitFest All Church Picnic! 
 

 Live Music, Featuring: 
Rick Chapman 
The Beginners 

Megan Kranenburg 
Tineke Dahl & Julie Ross 

(You too could be a featured artist) 

   
  Provided: chicken · hamburgers · hotdogs · drinks  
 
  Bring: side dish · lawn chair · sunscreen · swimsuit 
 

Come enjoy the pool, or bring your own paddle 
board or kayak and explore the pond!  

 

R.S.V.P. 
Fill out a blue card or call the office.  

 
Contact: Ruth Martin 206.226.4193  

Sunnyhillfarm@comcast.net 

http://www.summitave.net

