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[00:39] Jonathan: Welcome to the Love and Respect podcast. I’m Jonathan Eggerichs. 

Emerson: I’m Emerson Eggerichs. 

Jonathan: Oh, you jumped in for the first time! 58 episodes. There’s a new one! It feels                 

fresh and new again. 

[00:53] But this is Love and Respect Podcast. Father and son here, as we have been for the past                  

year plus, and we enjoy doing it. 

Emerson: Well, actually we’ve been father and son for 39 years. 

Jonathan: That’s true! Yes, father and son for longer than we’ve done this podcast, and               

we enjoy doing it and we’re approaching 60 episodes here and we will be doing episode                

58 titled, “My wife is leaving me.” Episode 58 “My wife is leaving me.” 

[01:23] If you didn’t get a chance to check out last week’s episode, Episode 57, it was titled,                 

“Dear God, change my husband,” so make sure you get to LoveAndRespectPodcast.com            

or on iTunes, Stitcher, other places to see that. Thank you for those of you who share                 

with others. 

[01:37] If you haven’t been over to our new website yet—we have a new website. We’d be                

grateful if you got over there and checked it out. A bunch of new products with digital                 

product downloads from $2.99 to $4.99 price range that are these digital e-books,             

anywhere from 20 to 40 pages with discussion questions, some videos. 

[01:58] We’re going to be coming out with a bunch of new ones here in the coming months and                  

we’re really excited about those. And again, for the cup of coffee, you can a meaningful                

individual study, a couples study, but even do these in a small group setting and our                

goal is to keep putting those out. 

[02:13] And so if you haven’t had a chance to check out those digital downloads, please do so.                 

As always, you can access the main Love and Respect Conference, you can get the DVDs,                

you can get the online streaming version of it and a variety of other small grouped                

material as we enter kind of small group season for most churches here in the fall. 

[02:32] So if you’re thinking about doing something like that through your church and your              

neighborhood, please know that we have four different small group offerings and we’d             

love to see you check those out. 

[02:42] But, dad, jumping in to today’s episode as we talked about last week and trying to kind                 

of be always be fair and balanced. We talked about the wife last week, but as always                 

you attempted to kind of bring in the husband and how do you apply it, because the                 

situation can be reversed. 
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[02:57] But this week you’re going to be responding to, I think, an email or comment               

somewhere from a husband and your thoughts and feelings as you kind of write a               

response to what he wrote. Is that correct? 

[03:11] Emerson: That’s right! Exactly. It deals with this theme, “Why is my wife leaving me?” or                

my wife is leaving me. This is a huge concern and we want to address it. I mean, the                   

question that we’re really asking and answering is why does it take the crisis of a wife                 

leaving before a husband awakens to the bad behaviors that caused her to exit. 

[03:36] Jonathan: Okay, so kind of the ultimatum almost, “Oh my goodness,” right, where,             

“Whoa!” kind of a wake-up call moment and, “Why did we have to get this go this far?” 

[03:48] Emerson: Well, and we’ve said through the years that—and we’ve all heard it—that it’s              

kind of like the guy says, “My wife walked out on me and I didn’t see it coming.” It’s kind                    

of like, you know, everybody says, “That’s impossible. I mean, how can this guy even say                

that?” But we recognize the reality here that there is this moment where she says, “I’m                

done,” and she leaves and we want to address, “Hey, did he not see the warning signs                 

here? Did he not see the cliff?” 

[04:18] And it is this cliff analogy that I’ll be using throughout this that there is a cliff and there                   

are warning signs. But we want to address this question: Why would a guy not read                

those signs? And what are those signs? What would be some clues that those of us who                 

have not yet walked off the cliff could see and read. 

[04:40] And also, we want to challenge most of you who are listening we think bring a great                 

deal of maturity, and part of what we want to do is provide you insight on serving the                  

people in your world. You have family and friends and you see certain things, you see a                 

situation where a guy’s wife is going to leave him. He’s just not getting it.  

[04:56] And this information we want to have you use to serve people, what to say when kind                 

of a thing. And if you got a relationship with someone that is a strong bridge, you can                  

speak into them these things. And so keep that in mind. It may be one who is asking the                   

question, “Why is my wife leaving?” but you may be dealing with someone who’s asking               

that question. And so we hope to serve you as well. 

[05:22] Jonathan: Sure, and I think many of our episodes complement each other, and so I think                

this one complements kind of a previous episode we did, “Husband, wake up before it’s               

too late,” type of thing with the cliff analogy as well, though this will be different                

examples and kind of different responses to some of these things. 

[05:38] But again, this is a reminder that this podcast episodes can really put you in a position to                  

have a lot of information and kind from different perspectives on a similar topic to not                

only use for yourself, but to help others. So I’ll post it in the show, [I’m sure it’s there -                    

05:57] or I’ll link that other episode, but you certainly can find it as well. 
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[06:02] Emerson: We’ll read what this fellow wrote to me, Jonathan. I want us to listen to it as a                   

wakening and listen to his confession. 

Jonathan: Sure. So this husband writes, “My wife and I have been separated for four               

months now. I changed into a horrible man after we became married and did not               

handle many things right. I said many horrible and hurtful things to her and broke her                

heart.” 

[06:21] “I did not mean that at all. I was not a bad man when we met and fell in love. The day                      

she left I found God. I did not have God in my life before. He touched my heart and took                    

my anger and frustration away. I have been working on me every since to become a                

better man, better than I was even when we fell in love.” 

[06:38] “She filed for divorce a month ago. I cannot sign the papers. We have talked four times                 

since and the door cracked open, but she has shut down again since I haven’t heard                

from her in three weeks. She is also having bad health issues.” 

[06:51] “I love her very much and need my marriage and family to be restored or reconciled. I                 

will never be that bad man ever again. I need lots of prayers for my strength, our                 

marriage, for her to heal from the pain I caused and breaking her heart and for her                 

health.” 

[07:04] “She has not worked since January as well, and I’m trying to get the means to help her,                  

but I’m not in that position yet. I really need my family back, my marriage and my wife’s                  

love again. I will never let her down again and know that I can be a better man for her                    

and my stepdaughter than I was.” 

[07:18] “I know all the mistakes I’ve made and I know how to love them like I should have. I                   

want to grow old with her and share the rest of our lives together. I can't live without                  

her.” 

[07:28] Emerson: I mean, what a humble confession. My heart goes out to him. I’ve met guys                

like that where [07:35] is broken, completely broken. I mean, he’s had the wind knocked               

out, I mean, but he has had a whole lot of sin knocked out. He won't become perfect,                  

but I’ll tell you, he will not be as imperfect as he was. This is what we call conversion. 

[07:51] And it happens and people who are out there know that this is true. When Christ comes                 

in, when a person gives their heart over to Christ and gives God first place something                

good happens. It’s just an amazing thing. Jesus Christ talk to us, “Come to me, all who                 

are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” 

[08:09] There is… Something profound happens. Happened to me when I came to Christ. It              

happened to my dad when he came to Christ at age 51. It’s just a powerful thing. But,                  

Jonathan, I’m asking some questions and I want you to read the questions that I wrote if                 

you would. 
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[08:27] Jonathan: Sure. Why does a guy like this not read the signs early on that he is crushing                  

his wife’s heart? Do you want me to just keep going through them all? 

Did he not see her deflate? Did he not see her cry? Did he not hear her appeal to him to                     

see the things he did that hurt her? Did he not hear her beg him to change these over                   

the line behaviors so they could be happy? 

Did he not observe her shut down and close off? Did he not listen when she said, “I                  

cannot go on like this anymore”? 

[08:55] Emerson: Yeah, I mean, those are the things that women are communicating. Those are              

some of those early signs. It’s not like she’s not saying this to the man, but we don’t                  

take it as seriously as we should. We don’t really engage it, and we’re going to explain                 

why that is in just a case. 

[09:17] But my question is what did this guy think was eventually going to happen? Because in                

this case he says, “I treated her horribly. I was bad.” It’s not like he’s trying to                 

rationalize. This guy’s taking total ownership. And the fact is—this is a point that we’ve               

made—this man is admitting he’s 100% guilty here. He’s done the wrong, and he knows               

he’s done wrong, and the question is why didn’t he wake up earlier? And I want you to                  

read the analogy I gave. 

[09:44] Jonathan: Why would a man jump off a 30-foot cliff and halfway down scream, “Oh, no!                

What did I just do?” Could he not see the cliff from a distance with the warning signs                  

saying, “Danger”? Did he not recognize the cliff when nearing the edge and you              

stepping off with me with serious injury? 

[09:59] Staring down from the edge, did he not see the 30-foot drop and that stepping off                

would lead to a cursing crash? Why didn’t he step off? Did he think he could remain in a                   

free fall and never hit the ground? Did he think he could fly back up to the edge? 

[10:12] So similar questions are being asked through this analogy that are being asked of his               

specific case, right? 

Emerson: That’s right. 

Jonathan: And he’s saying the warning signs were there, right? 

[10:22] Emerson: Well, he’s not saying the warning signs were there. He now sees the obvious               

warning signs. He said, “I treated her horribly. I hurt her. Bad behavior.” He sees some                

of his conduct and what I want to do is try to get it why did he not stop earlier? Why did                      

he step off? And that’s what I kind of want to look at. 

[10:45] Jonathan: I guess I was reading between the lines. I mean, I think part of what he was,                  

as he was confessing he’s also saying, “Look, she wasn’t responding to what I was doing                

well,” right? It wasn’t working, right? 
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[10:58] Emerson: That’s right. And that should be a clear clue. But why do we dismiss this as                 

husbands at times. Why are we not paying attention to this? And the analogy that I was                 

thinking was this 30-foot cliff. You just step off and then you’re halfway down and think,                

“Why did I just do this?” 

[11:16] It’s just kind of like it just doesn’t make sense, especially when one of the facts is it                  

wasn’t pitch dark. We knew the cliff was there. It’s noon time. We see it. We saw the                  

warning signs. I mean, so why do we keep going forward? What are we thinking here                

when we mistreat a woman in the way this man is saying that he mistreated her? What                 

was he thinking was going to happen?  

[11:39] Now, I’m not suggesting that all wives who leave do so with justification. The walk-away               

wife is really becoming epidemic. Some researchers say women are leaving marriages            

two to three times more than men. As I say, our sons will not leave our marriage, but                  

our daughter-in-laws will.  

[11:54] And this is serious, so I’m not saying that women are guiltless, that they’re completely               

innocent on this because the research is pointing that we got a serious problem. Men               

just aren’t who women want them to be and so they’re leaving them. 

[12:07] So I don’t want us to just pound on the guy, that any wife who leaves it’s because the                   

man didn’t read the signs. It’s that a fair assessment? 

Jonathan: Sure. 

Emerson: But this is an interesting situation. Here he is in his freefall and now he comes                 

to this realization that he’s done wrong. And in this guy’s case he’s not trying to label his                  

wife as a demon. He sees himself as the demon, so to speak, using the angel and                 

demon. 

[12:36] In some cases, we’re painting our spouse as the demon and they’re not the demon.               

We’re painting ourselves as the angel and we’re not the angel. So again, if you’re               

listening to this and you’re trying to rationalize, I mean, I can't, I don’t know who you                 

are, but I’m assuming here that there’s an honesty and the guy that’s listening this               

realize, “You know what? Yes, she’s not perfect, but I tell you I’m echoing what this guy                 

has said. And I’m not that far down.” 

[13:03] And so you’re the one I want to hear this loud and clear. You’re headed toward a cliff. If                   

you keep doing what you’re doing, you’re going to go off that cliff and you’re not going                 

to just suddenly turn around and fly back up. There is a point of no return. And I want to                    

stop you before you get to that point of no return. 

[13:21] So the question is, what are these early signs? What are the early signs? And, Jonathan,                

I want you to read what I wrote here, that I think the first sign is this guy’s got to deal                     

with something in his own soul, his own person. And I have a hunch I know why this guy                   

got himself into this pickle. 

© 2015 Emerson Eggerichs, All Rights Reserved 



[13:40] Jonathan: So the first be from the personal standpoint. He had never dealt honestly              

with being childish, selfish, angry and unteachable. I predict that through grade school             

and high school this guy did not reflect on the seriousness of his bad behavior toward                

his parents, teachers, friends and acquaintances. 

[13:54] A fellow like this does not act horribly only to his wife. She does not cause this behavior,                  

but reveals the bad behaviors he has refused to face for years. Truth is, this guy never                 

had faced off with himself. 

[14:05] In a childish way he threw temper tantrums when he did not get what he wanted all                 

through junior high. Selfishly he manipulated others during high school to get what he              

wanted. When confronted by a teacher or parent, his insecurities and lack of             

teachability triggered his explosive anger and abusive speech. 

[14:19] Not until his wife departed he looked at himself in the mirror for the first time, but now                  

he was in a freefall and hoping there would be no thud. I guess my initial response to                  

that is, based on what he had said previously, I think one of the indications he gave us,                  

“I was not like this until we got married,” in some respect. 

[14:36] Emerson: Well, that is a good catch. 

Jonathan: “I became this guy.” And so this is maybe another warning sign just about the                

blindness of his whole life and how he’d been [14:48] probably seemed wonderful and              

putting the best foot forward. “I wasn’t getting angry, I wasn’t blowing up because              

everything was wonderful,” and yet it was just a kind of a blip in the radar in the sense                   

of a high season in his life. 

[15:03] Emerson: And it could very well be, or the catch you caught there, so to speak, is that                  

nobody else enacted any real serious consequences to him. Her leaving is the first time               

he’d wake in the fact that his behavior has a direct result in how the people feel about                  

him. And parents and teachers may have given him a pass, you know, particularly mom               

and dad. 

[15:22] And we’ve seen this scenario where there’s been no consequence. He may have been a               

gifted athlete, a gifted student and they get a pass continually. And then one day they                

get into a relationship with someone they deeply care about and this person says, “I’m               

done!” And for the first time in their life they see themselves. 

[15:40] Jonathan: You know, and I think, hopefully our response is complement one another,             

right? In either case he didn’t see it, right? And it may have been a direct result of                  

nobody ever called him on it, right? 

Emerson: Right. 

Jonathan: And so… 
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Emerson: Well, but I was defending too in another side that he could… well, let’s give                

the guy even some benefit of the doubt here. That he has been a good soul, but that                  

marriage now is bringing out some things that are laden within him that he hasn’t seen. 

[16:01] I mean, what would cause him to flip the switch and become a bad person on the heels                  

of being such a good person? And did she really cause that or has this just surfaced                 

some unresolved immature issues that he’s just never dealt with and we don’t know? 

[16:15] But I did like the fact that you highlighted it and say, “Hey, I was a good person.” But                   

then again it could be what we’re saying, he’s deluded. He doesn’t see himself. He just                

thinks he’s been a good guy and she’s seeing through this and she’s done. 

[16:28] That’s why this proverb—not proverb, excuse me—Galatians 6:7 is so applicable here.            

You want to read that? 

[16:35] Jonathan: “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a man sows, this he                

will also reap.”  

Emerson: What you sow you will reap. You put corn in the ground, thousands of kernels                

we have here. In the area of Michigan we’re just corn all over the place. You spread that                  

field with corn, what you sow you’re going to reap. 

[16:52] If you put weeds in there, you’re going to reap weeds. If you have anger, selfishness,                

you’re not teachable, there’s a point in time when the chickens are going to come home                

to roost. It’s just it’s a law of nature. It’s a law of interpersonal dynamics. And there’s no                  

escape in that. 

[17:09] And I trust that this person who is listening will pull back from the cliff. You can't keep                  

sowing what you’re sowing: anger, selfishness, childishness, temper tantrums, not being           

teachable, always being right, always placing blame, never confessing, never saying “I’m            

sorry”. You keep sowing that and it’s going to reap the crisis. 

[17:33] What about second major category? That was personally. Now I want to think martially. 

Jonathan: So martially. He was not decoding the heart of his wife. I predict that she                

gave voice to her concerns and hurts as I expressed above. She deflated, cried, appealed               

to him, begged to him, shut down on him and expressed defeat, but he blocked her out. 

[17:51] He labeled her a negative complainer who was never satisfied. He probably told her that               

he was sick and tired of her nagging, claiming he could never be good enough for her.                 

He ignored her, yet powered in anger, when she refused him sex or disagreed with               

something he said. 

[18:04] His basic philosophy of winning in this marriage was simple: get her to shut up. Of                

course, when she exited, he awakened to his failure to decode the cry of her heart to                 

connect with him and to experience his love. 
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[18:14] How does that speak to you? I mean, is that again in your clinic setting a problem, a                  

challenge to men? I mean, when you see a guy like this what do you say to him? 

Jonathan: Yeah, I mean, I think it’s a challenge to all of us, whether in crisis or not in                   

crisis. How do we decode how our wife is approaching us? What is her intent? What is                 

the cry of her heart, as you put it. 

[18:44] And although he didn’t speak to the things he was missing in his initial email, this is the                  

speculation that’s going on that there was obviously a dynamic between them, what             

was it, and this could be what it was. So he became harsh, angry, critical and would get                  

her to shut up, and eventually she shut down completely and walked out. 

[19:10] Emerson: That’d be a great book title. “If you get her to shut up, she will shut down.”                  

Yeah. And that’s why the question we’re asking, and those of you listening, this would               

be another thing. If you’re observing some guys out there, you got good buddies out               

there that are going through this, are you hearing the real true cry of your wife’s heart? 

[19:26] She comes across as a nag, and negative and complaining and contemptuous and             

critical, but is that really the intent? Is she confronting to control you? Is she confronting                

to show you contempt? Or is she confronting because she’s insecure and fearful and she               

wants to connect to you because you’re everything to her and she doesn’t know how to                

get through to you in any other way and she’s panicking, and that just kind of makes it                  

even more difficult for you to decode. 

[19:52] But challenge that guy, and particularly based on 1 Peter 3:7, if he’s a Christ follower.                

Peter is very clear, “Husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way.” Live with               

your wives in an understanding way. And he says, “Since she’s a woman.” And it’s               

important that every man hear me. Your wife is not just weird. You’re not just married                

to some woman who is emotional. 

[20:13] That there is a pattern here among femininity that you need to realize that this is                

normal, and if you start interpreting it through a grid that’s very negative, very              

judgmental, she’s eventually just going to get worn out and then she’s going to walk               

out. That would be another great title! “If she gets worn out, she’s going to walk out.”                 

I’m not endorsing that, I’m not prescribing that, I’m simply describing that. 

[20:42] And there is a third area, spiritually. We looked at him personally. We looked martially.               

So he’s not dealing with himself rightly. He’s not dealing with her rightly. But in this                

email he talks about finding God on the day that she walked out. So let’s take a look at                   

this spiritual dimension, thirdly. 

[20:59] Jonathan: So spiritually he did not make God number one in his life. Like many, this                

fellow suppressed the thought that he needed God even in a good marriage. Clearly              

Jesus Christ thought and modeled that each person must depend on Abba Father. 

[21:11] How that plays itself up varies with each individual, but at the core Jesus rejects the                

fallacious argument that God does not exist. God exists and he has a heavenly Father on                
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whom we must depend. Jesus prayed and followed the words of God the Father. Jesus               

revealed that we must follow suit. 

[21:28] Emerson: And for example, I mean, we know, Paul says from Abba Father that a               

husband must love his wife, and the implicationary goes on in verse 29, as in verse 33,                 

as well the 5th chapter of Ephesians. “We must cherish and nourish. We must nourish               

and cherish our wives, and love her as we love ourselves.” This is a divine command. 

[21:49] So at the root of it, for those of us who are Christ followers, this is an issue of faith. This                     

is more of a crisis of faith than a crisis of marriage. And you may now have a crisis of                    

marriage because you have a crisis of faith. 

[22:00] Really at the deepest [recesses - 22:02] if you’re a Christ follower, you believe in Jesus                

Christ, you have not trusted Him, you’ve not obeyed Him. And this is a real challenge.                

And, Jonathan, read what I said there about family origin stuff, because I’ve heard              

this—I’m sure you’ve heard this. 

[22:15] Jonathan: So this is a quote from a guy that you’ve heard him say to their wife for                  

instance, “Look, I’m home every night. I’m not running around. That should be enough.”              

And then some add, “If that’s not good enough, don’t let the swinging door hit you on                 

the rear on the way out.” 

[22:30] Emerson: I mean, I’ve heard that through the years. I mean, I’ve just heard it from a                 

very well-known figure. His wife is wanting to connect with him emotionally and, “Look,              

I’m a good man. I’m home every night. I’m not out running around. I’m not in the bar.                  

I’m not seeing other women.” That’s right. I mean, it’s that whole idea of “thank you for                 

not beating up on your wife.” 

[22:48] And I’m just so excited about the fact that you don’t slap her, that you don’t kick her,                  

you don’t hit her. That’s great! But, I mean, the real question is not that you don’t hate                  

her, the question is do you love her? That’s really the issue here. Often times the                

motivation for us to do this isn’t just because the wife has a need, but those of us who                   

believe in God believe that her Heavenly Father loves us. 

[23:16] He’s calling us to do this. And as I pointed out, beyond your wife’s shoulder stands Jesus                 

Christ. And He says, “As you’ve done it to the least of these, you’ve done it to me.” Then                   

ultimately we love unto Christ, we do this command love our wives in obedience toward               

Christ, out of trust toward Christ. 

[23:32] And in this guy’s case, if he had made God number one—he said, “I made God number                 

one basically that day that she walked out.” And what I found was very powerful. I                

mean, he said, “God touched my heart and took my anger and frustration away.” 

[23:49] I mean, you look at that and you think, “Why didn’t he do this early on? And why didn’t                   

he…?” What is it, Jonathan, that it doesn’t cause us to…? I mean, who has perfect                
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control in their marriage? I mean, who can do this perfectly? I’m not saying that you ask                 

God for help to tie your shoestrings. 

[24:07] I mean, there are certain things that He expects us just to do. But it is not natural for us                    

to love a wife who is contemptuous or appears contemptuous and disrespectful. Every             

man needs to understand that we don’t have it in our nature to unconditionally love.               

And so this idea of dependency on God it’s not a psychological crutch, it’s not a                

statement of weakness, it’s just a statement of fact. 

[24:28] It is not within our nature as men to love a woman that we think disses us. There is one                    

man that can naturally say, “I just love it when she’s dissing me.” And so for me, and                  

every man that I’ve met so far it’s okay to say, “Abba Father, I don’t have it in me to                    

genuinely love this woman when she treats me this way.” 

[24:46] That’s not unhealthy, that’s healthy. And if you resort to your family of origin’s script,               

“Don’t let the door hit you in the rear on the way out.” You know, you have all these                   

things that you heard your old man, or your grandfather say. That is a script, but it’s not                  

Scripture. 

[25:00] And the challenge is to align your thinking with the worldview of Jesus Christ himself               

dependent upon Abba Father and the incarnation. And he models for us. And if there               

was anybody who is a true hands man who—I thought the other day he took all the sin                  

of the world. I mean, we have no idea what Christ endured on the cross. It was more                  

than just Roman execution. 

[25:21] He became sin who knew no sin. I mean, I am blown away by the manliness of this guy,                   

the courage, the strength knowing full well what was coming. So this isn’t meek and               

mild and sweet Jesus. This is the Christ of Scripture and you are not to be ashamed in                  

imitating Him. That’s not unmanly. That’s not womanly. This is not easy. 

[25:43] And so dependency on Abba Father is not an, you know, a statement of femininity. But I                 

will tell you this: if you leave that to the end, right when you’re starting to go off the cliff                    

you cried, “Oh, God, save me! Save my marriage!” it may not work.  

[26:00] What strikes you as I went off on that little tangent? 

Jonathan: Well, I mean, I think again some of these episodes have. There’s a warning.               

There are listeners out there or they know somebody who’s in this situation. I mean,               

aren’t you hearing the cry of your wife’s heart? Aren’t you seeing what you’re doing?  

[26:22] And so how does one before they get in the situation like this guy, where the wife’s                 

walking out or filing for divorce, begin to humble himself and begin to look for ways to                 

remedy the situation to make a change, to change course and to realize that it’s not                

overnight and that wounds have occurred. 

[26:46] And so I guess, I would guess would ask you as we wrap up today, for the husband who                   

maybe realizes he’s doing this or maybe for the one who doesn’t realize that he’s doing                
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this but he’s beginning to wonder where do they begin. And then maybe finally, for the                

husband who is in this guy’s situation but they’re separated right now or the divorce               

papers are filed, what to do? 

[27:10] So I asked multiple questions. There may be too many. 

Emerson: No, there’s two questions. I mean, on the one hand we want this testimony to                

serve as a warning sign and say, “This is serious doo-doo. I mean, this is serious stuff.                 

This is really serious.” Trust me when I say a man like this is at the nature of his                   

experience. 

[27:32] He is in crisis, he’s gone off the cliff, and I tell you he’s not a happy camper because of 

destroying his relationship, coming to the realization what he really wanted, and we 

need to let this serve as a warning. This is serious stuff.  

[27:46] Please trust us when we say this. If you have any of these warning signs, you need to do                   

what’s necessary to pull back from that cliff. It may mean turn into a Godly-wise man.                

As somebody who’s gone through this, there are enough people out there who have              

gone through these things that they’re going to empathize with you, they’re going to              

hurt with you, they’re going to reinforce the things that are your pain. They’re going to                

empathize with that pain, but they’re also going to say, “Hey, here’s what you can do.                

Here’s how you can do it.” And they’re going to empower you. 

[28:11] Don’t just keep going in the direction you’re headed because if you do you’re going get                

there. You’re going to go off that cliff. And care enough about yourself to pull back.                

Please. 

[28:21] Now, having said that—the other side of this equation. Is this man experienced God?              

Where there is sin, grace abounds. And that’s what Romans teaches. And the oddity              

here is that he experienced God in an incredible way. This anger, the frustration, the               

things that were, the dark side, he sensed something coming by way of release. And I’ve                

been through this many times with many couples and they will say, “I don’t wish on                

anyone what we went through in terms of our marriage collapse and the difficulties, but               

through that we both found Christ, our individual lives changed and so it was the best of                 

times, the worst of times.” 

[28:55] So even in this despair that some of you are experiencing because your wife’s walked               

out on you, don’t become a bitter soul. Let’s just trust what James says and what                

Hebrews says, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” Again, “Draw near to                 

God and He will draw near to you.” 

[29:10] But you got to open your heart. You got to be humble. I believe firmly, Jonathan, that                 

this guy experienced the presence of God because he took 100% ownership. You can              

point out 30% where she’s guilty, you can point out maybe 70%. But I have just found                 

that when we just humble ourselves before the mighty hand of God, which the Bible               

says, that when we do that and we just say, “Lord, I’m guilty. I’m not going to throw any                   
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stones here. I’m just simply saying I need you. I need your help. I’m drawing near to you.                  

Oh God, through Christ, I’ve made a mess of things.” 

[29:43] And you’re broken. I have just seen it again and again and again and again. That Paul                 

says there’s a peace that passes all understanding. There is a knowing that is              

immeasurable. The love of Christ, which is beyond knowledge. There is something that             

happens that you can't bring words to defining it, but you just know that you know that                 

you know. 

[30:07] And if you’re upon a crisis, it may not be a marriage crisis really. At the end of the day it                     

is a crisis of faith and God is calling you to open your heart to Christ and say, “Lord                   

Jesus, come to me, come into me. Forgive me of my sin. And I need your help through                  

this. I know you don’t promise my marriage is going to be restored. I stepped off that                 

cliff and there are consequences to what I’ve done. But would you do something in my                

own soul?” 

[30:35] And I found the Lord is graciously responding to that. And as we close today I want to                  

pray for that. May I hold that line, Jonathan, but do you have any last statements that                 

we could make to the individual who is about to go off that cliff? 

[30:50] Jonathan: No, I was just actually going to comment that I think it would be nice as                 

you’ve done more frequently recently just to pray for people out there and to do that.                

So let’s do that. 

[31:02] Emerson: Lord, you know this man and his heart, and he’s listening because his heart is                

turned toward you. He’s listened all the way through this. There are some things that               

have punched him in the gut, and his first impulse if he’s like me is to counter it, to say,                    

‘It’s not as bad.’ But then he pulled back and he’s humbling himself before You. 

[31:21] And I pray in the name of Jesus Christ that you would, Lord, just to send upon him in a                    

way that he never even could imagine. And that where there was sin, your grace will                

abound, and you do that not because we deserve it, but to humble us even more and to                  

feel overwhelmed by the fact that you would love us on the heels of us having been                 

unloving. 

[31:39] That you’re not like us. That you are Almighty God, Abba Father who cares for us. And                 

so I commit this man’s soul into your hands. I pray that he would have a new                 

discernment to decode the heart of his wife and that he would be honest with himself                

about those things that have contributed to the collapse of his relationship. 

[31:58] In Lord I pray that there’d be a sign for good somehow in the next several weeks and                  

days that you would show him that you are for him, that you are leading him and that                  

you would encourage him. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

[32:13] Jonathan: Take care. We’ll see you next week. Thanks! 
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