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[00:39] Jonathan: Welcome to the Love & Respect podcast. I’m Jonathan Eggerichs joined here by              

my father Emerson Eggerichs. I’m so glad you could join us for Episode 70 of the Love &                  

Respect podcast. This is Episode 70 and it’s titled “Why the deception in Marriage?” 

[00:54] If you didn’t get a chance to check out last week’s episode, Episode 69, that one was titled                  

“Are Our Parents to Blame for Our Issues?” Again, you can find those in iTunes, on Stitcher,                 

other podcasts applications and on our podcast’s website LoveAndRespectPodcast.com. 

[01:11] I appreciate those of you that have been hitting the heart or like button on the website and                  

those of you that have been giving us positive reviews and ratings in iTunes as well. That                 

really helps. And I think that even when people arrive at LoveAndRespectPodcast.com and             

they see how many people have liked or hit that heart button they get the general sense                 

that people are listening to it. Even if there were no marks there we know that thousands                 

and thousands are listening either through the app or iTunes, etc. 

[01:41] Again, by the way, thank you for those of you who keep telling us how much you enjoy                  

listening to the podcast inside the app and taking in our other material. Nearly 11,000               

people have downloaded that app now, so please continue to do that and tell others we                

appreciate it. 

[01:58] But, dad, this episode this week, Episode 70, “Why the Deception in Marriage?” and as I                

was looking over this previously it appears that you kind of grabbed just a number of things                 

that were written to you—I don’t know if that’s in recent months or over the years—where                

people were talking about lying and you kind of compiled them into kind of a statement                

from this person and some questions that you’re going to respond to. But is that how this                 

came about, just kind of collecting these over the past? 

[02:31] Emerson: I’m not going to lie to you. 

Jonathan: Please don’t. 

Emerson: I think people in relationships will write me and say, “My spouse doesn’t always               

tell the truth.” They hedge the breakdown of trust because of that. So what we want to do                  

is unpack this, if you are married to someone who seems to hedge on the truth, if not flat                   

out lie, if you yourself sometimes do that—and I’m going to say that upfront: sometimes               

people who are liars are peacemakers. They lie to avoid conflict. They’re not trying to lie                

per se, but they’re just trying to avoid conflict but end up saying things that aren’t true to,                  

hopefully, please the other person or appease the other person. 

[03:12] So you might be of that demeanor and I want you to pay close attention to it because even                   

though your motivation is to be peaceful, you’re undermining your credibility. 

[03:22] But you might also be a burden for other couples out there and someone’s come to you                 

and said, “My spouse is lying to me. How do I deal with this? It seems like I can't trust                    
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them.” You can have love and respect in a relationship, but once trust breaks down due to                 

deception, betrayal, or some of these kinds of things, it becomes problematic and we all               

know that. 

[03:44] So we want to look at this today, particularly because when I wrote the book “The                

Language of Love & Respect” in that section in Ephesians 5 where Paul talks about               

marriage, it’s intriguing that it doesn’t say anything about communication. 

[03:57] However, he assumed that the reader had just read what he had written prior to that                

section. And I put it in an acronym called TUFTS. You see it very clearly; if you go back prior                    

to that and you’ll see that he challenges the reader to be Truthful, not lie, to be Uplifting or                   

edifying, to be Forgiving in their speech and not to angry, to be Thankful in their speech                 

and to be Scriptural in their speech. TUFTS. 

[04:27] So we want to look at this truthfulness, and the opposite of it in that first letter of TUFTS is                    

lying, just not being truthful. That in part answers your question what triggered me in               

saying this. Because this is the key, the Jesus way of talking, because Paul said, “You did not                  

learn Christ this way,” and he’s unpacking how Jesus would talk and where to imitate               

Christ. You did not learn Christ in the sense that lying is imitation of Christ; it’s inconsistent                 

with that—and we know that. 

[05:00] Jonathan: Well, as you mentioned that I thought this might be a good opportunity as well                 

because you mentioned the book “The Language of Love & Respect”, the sequel to the               

“Love & Respect Book” that you’ve written. 

[05:10] I don’t know if every author has a book that in some respects gets skipped over a little bit                   

after kind of a best-seller or whatever, but I know that Joy thinks this is even more                 

powerful than the first book. I think sometimes people forget about that book kind of the                

Jesus way of talking inside of a relationship. 

[05:29] So for those of you out there didn’t know that he did write a sequel to “Love & Respect”                   

you can certainly find that on our website and other places. “The Language of Love &                

Respect” it’s a powerful book in its own right. 

[05:43] Emerson: Well, I think people think, “Well, this is just a spinoff.” It really isn’t though there                  

is repetition. I can't improve on love and respect. We’re addressing the language of love               

and respect going deeper in the communication. The mother book deals in broad             

brushstrokes but this goes specifically. 

[06:01] I have a graduate grade in communication and communication issues have always been             

near and dear in my heart. There is some overlap and I think sometimes people pick up                 

that book and say, “Oh, it’s the same thing.” 

[06:11] I actually isn’t, but I’m not going to defend it. We did go deeper in how do you talk with                    

love and talk with respect. Those of you who aren’t aware of that—as Jonathan just               
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mentioned—I’d love for you to do it. Joy, my daughter, says it’s the best book that’s never                 

been read. 

[06:29] Jonathan: Well, and you also mentioned too, as you talked about couples, here to those                

that are married, this topic that we’re getting into about lying certainly applies to the               

pre-married, the dating, but all relationships as well. Hopefully you’re going to stay with us               

here if you’re in that state of life. 

[06:48] I’m just going to start out kind of reading some of these examples, dad, and then we’ll                 

going to ask you a couple of questions after each of them that you’ll respond to. 

I’ll start with example A, and I think these first three are from wives talking about their                 

husbands lying. 

[07:04] Emerson: First three are dealing with the wives writing me saying, “My husband’s lying,”               

and they’re basically asking why. Then we’re going to end with the three emails from               

husbands who are saying, “My wife lies. Why?” 

[07:16] Jonathan: This first example. “The one thing in your book that you did not covered that is                  

relevant to me is how do I, the female, respect the male when he lies? He lies day in, day                    

out. He does not lie to hurt me, he does not mean to be malicious, he lies precisely because                   

he does not want to hurt my feelings, which in the end hurts me much more. He says he                   

loves me, he says he wants me, but he does no act that shows me this.” 

[07:44] So, first question for you, dad, in this example why do you believe this husband lied or is                  

lying, as she states? 

[07:52] Emerson: Well, it certainly seems she’s gotten in tune with it a little bit. Again, this is                  

stupid on his part and I think this is the peacemaker type of guy. I could be wrong on this,                    

but my many years of experience says she recognizing that “he does not lie to hurt me, he                  

does not mean to be malicious, he lies precisely,” here it is, “because he does not want to                  

hurt my feelings.” 

[08:18] This is the peacemaker and I see men and women in that way, but I’ve noticed a lot of men                    

they’re good guys, but whatever has happened, there is some flaw in their character where               

they learned early on, “Hey, just tell the person what you think they want to hear, then                 

they’ll be happy and they’ll be pleased. They won’t be mad. They won’t come at me. The                 

discussion or conflict will end.” 

[08:45] And I mean, we would all say that’s foolish. It’s a short-term resolution to something, but                

long-term this is the consequence that happens. I guess one of my questions—and I want               

to throw this back at you—Jonathan, what would you say to that guy that that’s               

peacemaker but tries to make peace at the expense of truth? 
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[09:06] If a wife said you in a clinical setting, “He doesn’t need to lie to me. If he would just tell me                      

the truth I could deal with that long-term better than this deception, albeit motivated by               

his desire not to hurt me”? 

[09:20] Jonathan: I think you kind of hit the key where did this start? Did this start inside the                   

marriage or most likely did it start before the marriage? At some point where somebody               

learned that the short-term benefits somehow outweigh the long-term pain, when           

eventually the truth comes out. “How long can I get away with this? It’s just not worth                 

dealing with when I get home from work right now and I just tell her I was here when I was                     

there, even though I wasn’t doing anything, it just comes out of my mouth this way                

because we would’ve gotten into a conversation about it.” 

[09:53] To unpack that in more depth I think is key, but having a candid conversation—even in this                 

case—if it was both of them—and she’s stating this, she’s clearly stating, “Just tell me               

first.” She’s being open and honest about it and where might he answer the question in                

terms of, he might say, “She’s conditioned me to do this,” in that sense. Again, not                

justifying it, but why is this dynamic playing out between the two of them. Is it about the                  

two of them? Is it about stuff that preceded the relationship? But, certainly, encouraging              

peacemaking while worthy of lying to get peace is not the answer. 

[10:33] Emerson: It’s just going to create more lack of peace. But I think, on both sides of this,                   

addressing her I appreciate the fact that she intuitively senses that he’s not trying to be                

malicious. That’s very important because some people escalate this and make the person             

out to be equal to a Judas, and he’s not a Judas.  

[10:48] I don’t justify it, but this is not done with evil intent. It’s actually done sometimes out of                  

good will. It’s stupid. It’s unacceptable, but, boy, it’s one thing to say, “They lied to me                 

because they are evil willed.” It’s another thing to say they got good will “and actually want                 

me to be happy and that’s why they’re misleading me with information.” So you’ve got to                

see where this person is on that continuum and be a little bit forgiving. 

[11:13] But then give voice to what we’re saying here, that, “I don’t want you to make peace with                  

me at the expense of truth, and here is why. It’s going to undermine your credibility. You’re                 

an honorable man and it’s going to make it difficult for me to trust you, and I don’t want to                    

have feelings of distrust. I’d rather you be an honorable man that speaks the truth and is                 

able to deal with my upset at that moment rather than try to avoid that upset and think                  

somehow you’re going to just go through this without me being even more irate later on                

and not having confidence in your integrity.” 

[11:46] So this is a crossroads that this man is at and I just want to encourage him to be an                    

honorable man, speak the truth in love and experience the upset at that moment on these                

issues, which probably are lighter issues. Look, don’t see it as an inconvenience, see it as a                 

key to maintaining a healthy relationship. 

[12:09] Jonathan: Second example. It’s from a wife as well. “He lies about money, like how much                 

he spends for items, but he lies me on money. He lies about where he’s been, what he’s                  
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done at work, reading ‘Love & Respect’, saying he took care of something and didn’t,               

saying he went to the doctor and didn’t.” 

[12:25] “It’s hard to believe a word he says. I know he needs me to trust him and respect him, yet                    

the trust issue is harder than respect, although they seem to go hand in hand. How do I                  

trust him? Not just with money or promises, but with my heart.” 

[12:37] The lies at the beginning of the marriage were easily overlooked until they became more               

and more frequent. Until recently he has never admitted to lying. He has always had an                

excuse, another lie, blamed other people, said I goat him into lying, etc.” 

[12:51] “He didn’t even apologize this last time. He just said, ‘I feel like I’m under a microscope,’ to                  

which I replied that in a sense he is. Trust doesn’t happen overnight and he will have to                  

earn my trust. All that he’s seed has created much stress, tension, mistrust, doubt, hurt,               

disbelief, anger and the feeling of betrayal.” 

[13:09] So what are some reasons that you see here for lying with this gentleman, or your                

assessment of what we have per her report? 

[13:16] Emerson: Well, you can see he’s destroying the relationship. You also see—and I’ve seen               

this pattern, and I’m sure you have too—suddenly he makes her responsible for his lies. I                

mean, she’s goating him. This is where I say to an individual like this, “You’re going to have                  

to take a look at yourself. This is not your wife. She’s not goating you. And then you have                   

the audacity to get upset and righteously indignant over the fact that you’re under a               

microscope because you’ve undermined the relationship.” 

[13:42] “I mean, if the roles reversed and she’s lied to you on an ongoing basis and you begin to                   

look at her more closely, and she said, ‘You’re putting me on a microscope,’ you would say,                 

‘Absolutely,’” just as this wife did. 

[13:55] But this is one of the problems with the person who lies. Not only do they bring about the                   

problem in the first place, then once he’s exposed they hold everybody else hostage for it.                

This is a very difficult situation to be in because once you get into this lying situation—you                 

can say, “Well, I don’t commit adultery, I don’t steal, I don’t cheat,”—but Jesus referred to                

Satan as a liar. This was one of the primary descriptors of Satan, a liar, because it’s the                  

opposite of God. God is always truth and James says, “God does not lie.” 

[14:27] So a man who’s in this situation needs to step back and realize, “This is not about my                  

marriage. This is about who I am as a human being. This is about who’s guiding my life.” I                   

mean, if this kind of lying is going on. I mean, one has to then come to that same point.                    

Ananias and Sapphira, a husband and wife, and Peter said to Ananias, who lied to the Holy                 

Spirit and the Church about selling a piece of property for a certain price point when he                 

really sold it for a higher price point and kept some of the profit and gave this idea it was                    

benevolent when he really wasn’t. 

[14:59] Peter said, “Why have you lied to the Holy Spirit? Why have you lied to God? Why have you                   

lied to us?” This isn’t at the end of the day just about your wife. This is about a character                    
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quality within you that you are—can I say it?—this is demonic. This is diabolical. This is not                 

Godly in Christ Jesus. 

[15:18] So this is a spiritual issue for the Christ follower. Perhaps there is no other sin that is as                   

serious. I mean, there are people who are at least honest about their adultery, if they                

commit adultery. There’s an element of confession on the heels of wrongdoing, but a liar               

lies about lying and it becomes hugely problematic. 

[15:37] I just want to challenge this person to that this is not about blaming your spouse, your wife.                  

This is something that, as we referenced earlier, started early in your life and it has become                 

habitual. In fact, I see a person like this, Jonathan, they’ll lie when they don’t even need to                  

lie. 

[15:53] Jonathan: Yeah, whether it’s in the description that the wives have given of their spouses                

that clearly contrast the difference between the two of them. The first one doesn’t              

necessarily feel pathological. This one feels pathological, characterological. There’s a depth           

to it. It’s divisive, it’s destructive and it needs to be dealt with, whereas the first one kind of                   

felt like, “What’s going on between the two of them?” where it feels partial truths are                

being told, but the wife is sensing in her heart that he’s not trying to be destructive of her                   

or the relationship. 

[16:35] Emerson: Well, and this guy needs help. I think this is where he needs to say as a man of                     

honor in his deepest core—we’re going to trust that—you need to go to somebody, a               

Godly-wise counselor that you respect and say, “I lie. I lie all the time. I need to figure out                   

why I lie.” 

[16:53] Jonathan: Third example, again, from a wife. “Since the beginning of our relationship there               

have been lies. When my husband asked me to marry him, there was a woman in his life                  

who was already around five months pregnant from him and I was only told about this                

when I was already more than a half year married to him and we got our first child                  

together.” 

[17:10] “Also I have caught him in adultery with another, and not only adultery, but he lies about                 

his finances. One day, a woman of about 50 stood at our door telling me that she had lent                   

€1,000 to my husband. They were on the same class and he told her some sob story that                  

his mother was seriously ill and that he had no money to pay medical expenses.” 

[17:28] “He chose for Jesus Christ once and then it was quiet for some time in our marriage. He has                   

been to church sometimes, but only because I asked him. Twice he got a word from God                 

telling him he had to leave his worldly life behind. I know God really has a plan with him.” 

[17:45] Emerson: One of the things, again, I love the tenderness of this wife. She know the Lord                  

has spoken to her husband, she believes God has a plan. But, I mean, here you see this                  

absolute frustration. And of course the base question why this guy lie, he’s covering up his                

sin. He needs to confess your sin, you turn from that sin. 
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[18:03] Adultery here, unfaithfulness, getting someone pregnant, not telling another person about           

this. These are just flat out lies. We are know they’re flat out lies. It is a situation where it                    

has to be dealt with through a confession. Confession to Christ, confession to the people               

involved, seeking forgiveness. One has to deal with this in humility. 

[18:24] But this individual—not a few people do—chose to cover it up. And in order to cover it up                  

he had to lie about it. Again, almost always sin comes out. It almost always comes out.                 

Then what are you going to do with it? 

[18:38] But what’s interesting—and I’ve seen this, Jonathan, and I’ve seen it in people who say to                

me, “I’m not committing adultery.” They sit right in my office and say, “I’m not committing                

adultery,” though their spouse think that they are and later on comes up they were               

committing adultery. 

[18:52] Why do they do that? Once you’ve made a decision to lie, it’s easy to start lying from that                   

point on. And you see it even here, this guy now has covered up all that stuff, so now he                    

has this sob story that he tells some person in the class said he was taking with about                  

needing money. So once you get on that track it’s a slippery slope. You lie over big stuff,                  

you’ll start lying over a lot of stuff—and I suppose, Jonathan, people do it because it works.                 

Do you have a comment? We would have to say that people keep lying because at some                 

level they think it’s the wisest course of action for them. 

[19:25] Jonathan: I think that’s absolutely true. I have clients that sit in my office and it is plain as                   

day that something is going on that they’re lying about. But it works in the sense that the                  

spouse doesn’t want to believe that the opposite of what they’re saying it’s true, whether               

it’s infidelity or whether it’s something else, because that would check their whole world              

up. 

[19:52] So they in some ways begin to buy in to the lie because that becomes easier for them                  

emotionally, versus continuing to investigate or continuing to bring up that question each             

week because something is amiss, or when new evidence becomes available that the             

person is lying, not being willing to go there because of the consequences. 

[20:13] Again, I’m not saying that they’re contributing to the lying in that way, but it becomes this                 

messy picture when somebody has the ability and the audacity to lie right to people’s faces                

when all the evidence is to the contrary. 

[20:28] It never ends well. Most of these people end up, either one person or both, end up                 

dropping out of counseling, because the truth was not in the room. 

[20:37] Emerson: And I’ve noticed something over the years. I’ve said to people—and it’s just that                

they make partial confessions. And I’ve experienced this and I now say to people who are                

making some degree of confession, maybe, “I had an emotional relationship with a woman              

at work that I shouldn’t have.” 

[20:52] So he’s making a confession, but then I’ll say, “I need to say something to you. You need to                   

be totally honest about everything, and here’s why: because if later on it comes out that                
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there was more going on than just, let’s say, the emotional talking at the drinking fountain,                

but that you had a full out affair, you’re meeting at hotels and you had physical                

relationships with this person.” 

[21:13] “If that comes out, as painful as that is, what will destroy your marriage isn’t that as much                  

of the fact that you lied on the heels of what appeared to be an honest confession to the                   

whole truth. And that will completely throw off your wife. She will now have no confidence                

moving forward.”  

[21:30] I mean, it’s one thing to confess on the heels of a sin for the first time, deal with it in                     

humility and holiness and everything comes clean. There is incredible pain. There will be an               

undermining of trust to some degree, but that’s a whole different scenario. Then to lie               

about a partial confession and that truth come out later on, that almost seals your faith. 

[21:52] Another point here in this individual. What I found intriguing, she kind of threw this in                

about this guy’s relationship with Christ and that God spoke to him twice, she says. So                

apparently her husband shared with her how the Lord spoke to him about dealing with this                

issue and that he came under conviction about it. 

[22:10] I want to say, this is so sad to me, that God loves you so much, He cares you so much that                      

He actually reveals something very personal, unique to you as the person who’s lying and               

He’s calling you in mercy and grace to stop this, and this guy apparently gave voice to the                  

fact that he knew in his deepest heart. 

[22:27] So this is a serious issue. And if you downplay this as, “Well, I’m not addicted to drugs, I’m                   

not…” No, no. Lying in these instances is obviously an addiction and it becomes—if I can                

put it that way… Peter says, “By whatever man has overcome, to that he’s enslaved.” 

[22:47] So if you’re overcome by lying, and you know you are… In fact, you lie, as a default then                   

you’re enslaved to it and you need to realize you’ve got a serious problem here. The Lord is                  

speaking to you because He loves you to say, “You need to bring this into the light and you                   

need to do whatever’s necessary. This is no small issue. Your reputation, your credibility,              

your character is on the line.” 

[23:12] Jonathan: So the first three examples were wives writing about their husbands, and these               

last three examples are about husbands writing about their wives. 

[23:21] “What do you do with a wife who repeatedly lies, deceives, won’t admit she spends               

money, even when I find the receipts, won’t even admit she moved something when I ask                

her not to move it? Your answer maybe that I should love her, but this is repeated, habitual                  

lying and deception.” 

[23:35] “This isn’t a difference of opinion. We’re talking about her claiming her sister, gave her a                

new item in her house when really my wife bought it. She won’t admit when she is first                  

caught, so I go overboard to try to get her to admit it. Sometimes it takes months and we                   
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are still on that crazy cycle over some small, dumb thing that she should’ve just owned up                 

to in the first place.” 

[23:53] “When I first confronted her on her lies, she just shuts the blame back on me saying, ‘If you                   

didn’t get so upset, I had the freedom to be honest with you.’ When she lies I call her on it.                     

It happens a couple of times a week. So she went to a counselor and started to pull the                   

‘abuse’ word on my saying I verbally abuse her when I get upset by refusing to accept her                  

lies and keeping after her until the truth is told. It’s a mess and I feel stuck.” 

[24:16] Emerson: Let’s just assume for a moment that this guy is speaking the truth. Let’s just                 

assume he’s humble and truthful, and there are men who are out there who are humble                

and truthful. 

[24:26] And my concern, Jonathan, this is what happens. A guy confronts his wife who lies and                

she’s got a serious problem with lying. Let’s just conceive to this, as we did with the women                  

who were writing, we validated what the women were saying. 

[24:40] I bring this up because there’s a proclivity to believe what women say about men, but                

there is this tendency in the hearts of some not to believe what a man says about his wife.                   

They read into this, that he’s probably mean-spirited or, “If you believe what she says here                

she’d be honest with you,” and he wouldn’t get so upset. 

[24:56] But I am going to say that there are women out there who lie about being abused. She’s                  

using the verbal abuse thing. This just destroys a relationship, it destroys the marriage. It’s               

toxic. And there are women who lie, just as there are men who lie. 

[25:11] This is not a gender issue, this is a carnal flesh issue. So I want to say to the wife listening:                     

you have been given some real conveniences in the culture. You have trump cards. You can                

use the verbal abuse thing, you can cry and you can say, “The reason I don’t tell him the                   

truth is because he gets so mad at me and I’m afraid of him.” 

[25:31] Men can’t use that. They can't cry and say, “I’m afraid of her.” I mean, everybody would                 

just roll their eyes. So you have some weapons here that can cover your tracks. Yet, at the                  

end of the day I know you love Jesus Christ. I know deep in your heart you love Him and                    

you know He loves you. 

[25:50] You’ve got to be honest before Him. You’ve got to be honest before the Lord. You must                 

avoid using these gifts that the culture gives to you to club your husband, because he’s not                 

the one that’s guilty here. You are, and you know you are. 

[26:07] So I think one of the challenges in this particular story is to say to the woman who is lying,                    

“Don’t use the opportunities that have been give to you by the sequitur culture to beat                

back your husband, when the truth is he’s speaking the truth to you about your               

untruthfulness.” Do you have a comment about that, Jonathan? 

[26:28] Jonathan: I mean, I just think as he explains the story it’s a difficult position to be in in this                     

case as a husband, or could be a wife if the reverse is true, that our concern, our                  
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confronting of inappropriate wrong, sinful behavior over and over again we may            

sometimes lose it, but then somehow it ends up justifying the very thing that we’re               

confronting. 

[26:54] So I sense as he says that, “We’re stuck,” right? He probably has gotten angry. He probably                 

has nagged her, “Just tell me. Just tell me. You know you didn’t buy it. You know you did                   

buy this.” It comes out as inappropriate, so he’s exasperated and yet—as you’ve talked              

about at times—if somebody would be videotaping that moment, he’s the one that’s             

badgering her. So there’s a dynamic here that begins to occur. 

[27:23] But both issues, I guess, ultimately need to be dealt with, but I think that there is the larger                   

issue of lying that began this cycle, this dynamic that they’re in. 

[27:37] Emerson: Well, the challenge is—and I’m sure the listener is saying, “How do you love a                 

person through this?” which is what he’s saying, “Your answer maybe that I should just               

love her.” Or the same thing with the wife, “How am I supposed to respect that?” We don’t                  

respect lies. You don’t love lies. We must always distinguish my demeanor from that              

individual’s wrongdoing. 

[27:56] And God calls me to love and that doesn’t mean, though, that I go along with whatever. It                  

just means that I lovingly confront, and that’s not easy. But I must not become a hateful                 

person on the heels of my spouse’s lying. I must not become a contemptuous wife on the                 

heels of my husband’s lying. 

[28:13] But this really illustrates powerfully. This is why Satan, being the father of lies, this is a                 

serious issue because it undermines trust in the relationship. It is very problematic. It is               

very serious. This is the kind of thing that causes a person like this man so well captured,                  

“It’s a mess and I feel stuck.”  

[28:37] He doesn’t know what to do because she keeps lying. This is why I say to a woman like this,                    

“You need help. You need to turn to somebody that you can have an open heart with,                 

who’s not going to condemn you, but you need to say, ‘I lie all the time and I need to stop                     

this because I love Christ and this is imitating Satan. It’s not imitating Christ.’” 

[28:58] ‘This is a spiritual problem and Jesus would say that the devil is my father and I don’t want                   

that to be the case.’” And they hated Jesus when He said to the Pharisees, “Your father is                  

the devil and he’s the father of lies and you basically are a liar.” 

[29:12] These are statements that didn’t made Jesus the sweet and nice individual. And I have to                

say to the person listening: if you’re a liar… You don’t know me, I don’t know you, so I can                    

say it: You’re a liar and you are being misled. 

[29:26] But I care enough about you and you should care enough about yourself and your               

relationship with Christ that this is the moment this has got to stop. You don’t want to end                  

your life on your tombstone, “Here lies a liar.” 
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[29:38] Jonathan: Here’s the fifth example. This one starts out: “A little over a year ago after being                  

at my current place of employment for over six years and finding it was difficult to                

essentially by a one-income family in California, we first began seriously considering            

looking for a new place of employment.” 

[29:54] “At her request we only considered areas of the country that were relatively close to either                

of our parents. In January of this year we received an offer from a company in Florida that                  

was less than an hour from my parents’.” 

[30:03] “I showed her the offer letter, we discussed it and prayed about it and after a couple of                  

days we decided to accept the offer. Long story short, on the day we were scheduled the                 

move she told me she couldn’t do it. She took our girls up to her parents’ house and has                   

been there ever since.” 

[30:16] “She continued to refuse to move out here, and it was three weeks ago when she filed for                  

divorce and full custody of the girls. She lied on the divorce papers saying I’d abandoned                

them and that she was forced to rent out our house due to inability to pay for her and the                    

girls’ expenses. This could not be further from the truth.” 

[30:33] Emerson: Jonathan, I’ve seen another type of person, and I’ve seen it particularly with the                

female, she lies by not saying anything. They’re quiet. They don’t say anything. They just               

stay quiet, but that mind is racing. 

[30:48] And here you see this deceptive ploy, and what a heartbreak. She manipulated the              

situation. She deceived him, and I’ve seen this. We got a neighbor in our neighborhood               

that you grew up with. The woman was quiet and just manipulated and took the children,                

went to another state, completely deceived her husband, never said anything and misled. 

[31:14] So it’s a quiet lying. It’s the sudden realization, in this case, wow, you read this, “And she                  

took our girls up to her parents’ and has been there ever since. She continued to refuse to                  

move out here until about three weeks ago when she filed for divorce.” I mean, that’s the                 

kaboom! “And took the full custody of the girls.” Kaboom! 

[31:37] “She lied in the divorce papers saying I had abandoned them.” Kaboom! What a horrible               

thing to say! Again, this is where women have rights that men don’t have. If women say it                  

today, it’s considered true until proven otherwise. 

[31:53] So the guilt is on the men. These guys are hurting out here and they don’t have the                  

emotional support and then there are people out there that are going to believe he did                

something. It’s not the whole story. 

[32:03] So it just is devastating to some of these guys. And then in the court she now does what                   

she does, so he’s now got to take this to court and prove that what she’s saying is not true.                    

All of this money wasted, particularly among people who are Christ followers, they             

should’ve been given to the cause of Christ and should’ve been serving in their home and                

doing all these things. Now they’re completely distracted, taken off. 
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[32:26] Why? And why? Why would this woman do what she did? Because she has a selfish agenda                 

here. This guy is obviously tenderhearted, he’s trying to do what’s right, trying to be               

supportive, trying to provide, and this is what happens. Yet, what saddens me is that there                

are many people who would not necessarily trust this man’s testimony. 

[32:47] Jonathan: Well, I’ll just comment briefly as we move on to the final one due to time’s sake.                   

I mean, I see this not infrequently with my clients, this quiet lying, or this lying with an                  

agenda. The end goal is, whether in this case or another one, they want out of the                 

relationship. 

[33:03] There’s mis-trues, there are partial trues, there’s half trues, there’s things that they know              

are going to come back and look like it’s the other person’s fault. The person is blind                 

sighted and kind of hit upside the head, and the relationship’s over and they’re left reeling                

and they don’t see it all along because the person has become so adept at lying,                

manipulating and the goal has been there, “Six months from now, two years from now I                

know that I’m going to get what I want.” 

[33:33] Emerson: When I say to the Christ followers who operates that way, “The peace of Christ                 

is not going to be in your life. Your conscience isn’t going to be clear. You’re not going to                   

really be able to draw close to God and pray like perhaps you did in your early 20s when                   

you were part of a strong, dynamic Christian community and God was using you.” 

[33:49] “You’re certainly not going to bear much fruit in the church. You’re not going to be use to                  

Him in evangelism because you’re going to feel like a hypocrite. And you’re just going to                

shut down and you’re going to bury your talent, which is what Jesus Christ talked about,                

and you see repeated warnings about people who start out well but they end up getting                

fearful or whatever; and you are that person.” 

[34:09] “But it’s not too late. You can say, ‘You know what? I do not want to end my life this way.’”                     

It’s been said, if you keep heading in the direction you’re going, you’re going to get there. 

[34:20] Jonathan: Final example. “My wife and I have been married for only three and a half years,                  

and just a few months ago I noticed she changed how she was acting. She just started back                  

to school. At this time we have a new 7-month old. I then found some inappropriate                

messages between her and this man from school.” 

[34:34] “She said it was no big deal. I then found more. Then more. I learned they had been riding                   

together. She lied to me by saying they hadn’t been riding and eaten together. Then more                

messages. I’ve noticed that she’s addicted to her cellphone, never letting it out of her hand                

or pocket now.” 

[34:47] “I see her secretly texting too late at night. She now sleeps in the other room and won’t                  

wear her wedding rings. She says she’s not sure she’s in love with me anymore. I’ve                

admitted all my faults that caused her to by angry with me and I changed them. My faults: I                   

didn’t make her feel like number one. Took her for granted, but others ahead of her                
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ignored that she was reaching out to me and not helping her out around the house as I                  

should have. Now she won’t even try.” 

[35:08] “The man she keeps messaging is a proud atheist. My wife and I are Christian. She was                 

raised Christian going to church every Sunday. He is enticing her to believe otherwise and               

make the decision to leave the family.” 

[35:19] “I have grown closer and stronger to the Lord through this. I’ve asked her to pray with me,                  

but she won’t. I continue to love her like Christ loves the Church, but she continues in the                  

infidelity. Tells me, “She doesn’t deserve my love, so please stop being nice.’” 

[35:32] Emerson: There’s a couple of thoughts in here. On the one hand, I love the way it ends: “I                   

continue to love like Christ love the Church, but she continues in the infidelity.” But then                

goes, “She tells me she doesn’t deserve my love.”  

[35:44] So this is working and I would say to this guy at counsel, “Let’s keep at this because she’s                   

under conviction and she’s feeling like she doesn’t deserve you. Though the earlier             

messages probably were, ‘You don’t deserve me and I deserve more.’ But now she is               

beginning to reveal some deep pain here and I have a hunch she might come around, so                 

stay in the course.” 

[36:08] So this is why the love and respecting thing, he has grounds for divorce—biblically, we               

would say—but it’s too soon to quit. Forgiveness overrides technically adultery. That’s the             

posture that I take, because I just have seen so much reconciliation take place because               

people can get back together and forgiveness can follow and the relationship can become              

stronger. 

[36:31] But here again, the other side of this is, isn’t it interesting that the handwriting’s on the                 

wall here and some people are just the innocent part and they’re very patient. And it’s very                 

difficult for them to see what the rest of us see. 

[36:45] Sometimes you’re just going to just have to face the fact that you’re buying into the lie and                  

you’ve got to just, “Whoa! I wasn’t born yesterday. This is what’s going on and don’t lie to                  

yourself about the lies.” If you’re the innocent party you’re going to have to just be                

discerning here and realize, “This is so obvious.” 

[37:03] When I read this kind of stuff—I mean, you know that she’s having an affair. She’s pursuing                 

someone else. She’s transferred her affection to someone else—at least temporarily—and           

you’re going to have to just be honest. You don’t have to necessarily call her a liar because                  

she’s going to deny it, right? That’s what they’re good at. But you’ve got to say, “You know                  

what? This is very serious. You got to see it as serious and you need to see Godly-wise                  

counsel on what steps you need to take.” 

[37:29] Because there is this period of time where I think people just keep believing the lies,                

though is not as bad as it really is, and they need to be awakened a little bit earlier and                    
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develop strategies to deal with this kind of individual rather than saying to myself, “I guess                

I’m just overreacting to her behavior.” 

[37:47] No, you’re not! So you need to realize that when people are innocent—and she’s texting               

secretly—and if she really were innocent she would immediately say, “I got to stop that.               

That really makes me look like I’m up to something, doesn’t it?” 

[38:01] I mean, innocent people stop this kind of behavior. Guilty people don’t. Guilty people              

actually assign the blame for us because we’re the ones that were pressuring them in some                

way.  

[38:12] So, again, I love this man’s willingness to continue to love her and let’s just trust that God’s                  

going to use this kind of man and this kind of woman to bring that person under conviction.                  

But this really is a challenge and it really is a difficult situation. Jonathan, do you have any                  

comments about this last example here? 

[38:30] Jonathan: I would just say in closing this is not an uncommon lying that I’ve heard in some                   

ways she is performing. “She tells me she doesn’t deserve my love, ‘so stop being nice.’” I                 

have a number of husbands that I’ve seen individually over the past few years whose wives                

are on the way out the door and the message is, “Stop loving me. Stop showing how sad                  

you are based on what I’m doing.” And they control the situation from their end, because                

to be put in the face of the loving behavior, of seeing the sadness, of seeing the desire to                   

have his wife back, her husband back, it’s they’re saying, “I feel too guilty.” 

[39:11] So they get to control all ends of it. The person who is committing the lying, committing the                  

infidelity, then has the audacity to be able to tell the person who is trying to either                 

reconcile or move towards them in a softer way that, “You can't do that because that puts                 

me in a position to make me feel uncomfortable.” 

[39:28] So they control at the beginning and they control at the end. There just needs to be a                  

recognition that that’s going on and to try to empower this person, who is in this case the                  

innocent party, to continue doing the right thing, even in the face of injustice. 

[39:44] Emerson: Yeah, and I would say to that person, “Just stay there if they say, ‘Stop loving                  

me.’ ‘No, I’m not going to stop loving you. I’m not!’” And don’t get all upset about it. Just                   

say, “I’m not. I’m devoted to you. I would die for you. I’m not. I’m not going to buy that.                    

I’m not going to let you manipulate me here. I love you and I’m not stopping.” 

[40:05] “I believe in who you are. I want to honor who you are. I’ve made a commitment, our                  

vows. I’m not.” So don’t buckle when they try to use that ultimate form of manipulation                

there. 

[40:15] But Jonathan, let me just close in prayer and pray for those who are dealing with someone                 

who lies, for that person who may be dealing with the fact that they lie. 

[40:25] Lord, this is a heavy, heavy topic because people write me and say, “How am I supposed to                  

deal with my spouse who’s lying because it does undermine trust?” Lord Jesus, I just pray                
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that you would give wisdom to this person, that they can seek Godly-wise counsel on how                

to deal with this. 

[40:43] This is serious. And this person who is being lied to is not crazy. They’re no irrational.                 

They’re not overly emotional for the discernment that they have about the deception.             

These letters illustrate the guilt of the liar and it’s so obvious, and yet we want to give our                   

spouse the benefit of the doubt. 

[41:03] But they are continuing to deceive us and mislead us. So I pray for this individual that you                  

would bring around them people that can help them strategize on how they’re going to               

move forward on this. 

[41:16] But may they also be given an anointing when they speak to their spouse, “I believe in you.                  

I believe in who God calls you to be. I believe you’re a person of honor. I believe you’re this                    

loving woman, and I appeal to you to walk in truth with me. God will bless us and our                   

children because of that.” 

[41:34] And Lord, I pray for the person who is lying. That they would realize this is far deeper, far                   

deeper than the marriage, it’s deeper than any relationship. This is their imitation of Satan               

and they don’t even see it. 

[41:47] Peter appealed to Ananias, “Why have you allowed Satan to fill your heart to lie to God, to                  

lie to the Holy Spirit?” That’s a question that we need to ask ourselves, “Why am I doing                  

this?” This is a spiritual issue, Lord, and I pray that the person who has been untruthful will                  

make a decision today to always be honest, to be truthful and to stop lying. 

[42:15] It just is unbecoming and it’s not going to please You and they simply are not going to be                   

your vessel. It’s just not worth it. It is not worth it. In the name of Jesus Christ who said, “I                     

am the way of the truth and the life.” Amen. 

[42:32] Jonathan:  Amen. Take care. We’ll see you next week. 
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