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On Thursday, December 5th, the Fairfax Christian 
School was honored to host a seminar by Dr. Ted 
Baehr, founder of  the Christian Film and Television 
Commission (CFTVC), entitled “How to Succeed in 
Hollywood Without Losing Your Soul,” for the 11th 
and 12th grade students.  !
	 Dr. Baehr has been involved in the world of  film 
since his youth. In addition to founding CFTVC in 

1986, he began publishing 
Movieguide, a collection  
of  movie reviews from a 
Christian perspective in 
1985. The mission of  
Movieguide is twofold: to assist 
families in making informed 
media choices, and to 
encourage young Christians 
with an interest in filmmaking 

to become a cultural force for good in Hollywood. !
	 Thursday’s talk focused on how to use the 
moviemaking industry to transform our culture.  
Dr. Baehr told our 11th and 12th grade students that 
storytelling through film is a powerful medium for 
truth; anyone with a great story to tell has the 
opportunity to change the world. With media 
consumption at an all-time high, we have an 
unprecedented window into the souls of  a worldwide 
viewing audience. In Dr. Baehr’s own words, “He who 
controls the media controls the culture”; he urges 
students with an interest in film to actively take part in 
influencing the media toward Christian culture. !
	 The “Golden Age” of  Hollywood, beginning in the 
1930s, was its most Christian era. Organizations like 
the Protestant Film Commission and the Catholic 
Legion of  Decency discouraged filmmakers from 
padding their films with meaningless violence, sexual 

content or other aberrant behavior. When the Motion 
Picture Code, the moral predecessor of  the modern 
MPAA, was dropped in the mid-1960s, the resulting 
shift from wholesome to unwholesome movies 
precipitated a breakdown of  values that continues to 
plague our culture to this day. Only by cultivating a 
positive culture of  spiritual soundness and family 
values can the filmmakers of  today and tomorrow stem 
the destructive tide. !
	 Drawing on decades of  experience within the film 
industry, as well as the insights of  other Hollywood 
insiders, Dr. Baehr demonstrated for our students the 
essential elements of  a successful movie. The general 
recipe for box-office success is a great story well told, 
with a positive worldview, which is spiritually uplifting. 
A strong story features classic structuring of  story 
dynamics, plots, themes and conflicts; elements such as 
characters, music and especially humor influence the 
way movies are received by the public. This 
information is vital for young screenwriters who wish 
to learn the craft in order to break into the business.  !
	 Dr. Baehr also told students that they could apply 
for Movieguide internships. Opportunities include 
internships in television and radio 
production; marketing and 
advertising; reviewing; and other 
areas that bring interns into 
contact with the realities of  the 
film industry. Movieguide also 
conducts scriptwriting classes that 
delve into what makes a strong, 
successful, Christ-oriented screenplay. His organization 
incentivizes the filmmaking industry by hosting the 
Movieguide Awards every year, celebrating actors, 
movies, television programs and screenplays which 
exemplify Christian values and have a spiritually 
uplifting influence on our culture. 

DR. BAEHR ON REDEEMING HOLLYWOOD



RE–ENROLLMENT 
Re-enrollment packets have been 
distributed to each student. Special 
rates for returning students and 
additional siblings are available.  
	 For more information on re-
enrollment, please call the Main 
Office at (703) 759-5100. 
  

FCS FRIENDS 
 CHRISTMAS EVENT 

The FCS Friends Christmas 
Gathering will be held on Friday, 
December 20th, at 6:00pm. This 
event will be hosted by David and Jo 
Thoburn at their home.  
	 FCS Friends is an organization 
for parents, alumni and friends who 
support and promote the Fairfax 
Christian School.  
	 Please RSVP to this event. You 
must be 21 to attend. If  you have 
any questions or to RSVP, please 
call (703) 759-5100. !

CHRISTMAS BREAK	  
Please remember that the Fairfax 
Christian School will be closed for 
Christmas break from Monday, 
December 23rd through Friday, 
January 3rd. Classes will resume on 
Monday, January 6th. !

HOLIDAY MUSIC	  
On Wednesday, December 18th, the 
FCS Fife and Drum Corps and our 

A Capella Choir will be 
performing at Reston 

Town Center. This 
musical event will be 
held from noon to 

2:00pm. Each group will 
perform familiar holiday songs. 
FCS parents and guardians are 
welcome to come and enjoy the 
music. !!!

CHRISTMAS ASSEMBLY 
The students at FCS will attend a 
Christmas assembly on Friday, 
December 20th. This is a delightful 

school tradition 
where the 
Lower School, 
Concert Band, 

Music Ensemble, 
A Capella Choir and 

Fife and Drum Corps will play and 
sing Christmas music. In addition, 
everyone will enjoy the all-time 
favorite activity “The Wrapping of  
the Teachers,” where three teachers 
are wrapped as gifts.  !

CLASS PARTIES 
Class parties will be held on Friday, 
December 20th. This is a time 
when each grade has the 
opportunity to hold class Christmas 
parties during 7th period.  
	 Students will be 
allowed to bring 
store-bought food 
and drinks. 
Please remember 
not to bring 
chocolate or nuts. 
	 If  you have any questions or 
need more information, please call 
the Main Office at (703) 759-5100.  !

  WINTER SPORTS	  
This winter season, our Middle 
School and High School students 
have the opportunity to join the 
basketball teams here at FCS. 
Practices will be held at the nZone 
in Chantilly. Transportation is 
provided by FCS. Practices will be 
held from 4:00pm to 5:00pm. 
	 For more information, please 
contact our Athletic Director,  
Mr. Randy Marrs: 
rmarrs@fairfaxchristianschool.com.  !

NATIONAL SPELLING AND 
GEOGRAPHY BEES 

On Wednesday, January 8th, the 
Lower School and Middle School 
students will be able to participate 
in the annual Scripps National 
Spelling Bee and the National 
Geographic Geography Bee. Each 
first through eighth grade class will 
conduct its own class geography 
and spelling bee to determine which 
students will continue on to 
compete in the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee and the National 
Geographic Geography Bee.  !

FALL CONCERT 
The annual Fall Concert was held 
on Thursday, November 21st, at 
Reston Presbyterian Church. This 
event featured a variety of  
performances by our Lower School 
students, Concert Band, Music 
Ensemble, A Capella Choir and the 
Fife and Drum Corps. Thank you 
to all of  the students, parents and 
teachers who made the Fall Concert 
possible. !

COMING EVENTS & REMINDERS



FIRE TRUCK VISIT!
On Friday, November 8th, the Lower School students 
had the opportunity to observe a real fire truck. Fairfax 
County firefighters showed students the equipment 
stored in special compartments of  the fire truck, 
explained some of  their procedures and answered many 
questions from the students about fire safety.  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !

STUDENT ATHLETES AWARDED 
On Friday, November 22nd our Middle School and 
High School students attended the annual Fall Sports 
Assembly. Both the Varsity Boys’ Soccer and Varsity 
Girls’ Volleyball teams were recognized for their hard 
work, commitment and great seasons. !!!!!!! !

THE FAIRFAX CHRISTIAN SCHOOL  

EDUCATION COMES ALIVE 
OATLAND’S PLANTATION  

On Thursday, November 7th, students in the 5th and 6th 
grades visited Oatland’s Plantation near Leesburg, 
Virginia. The plantation was established by George 
Carter. From its establishment the plantation was 
primarily used as a wheat plantation but today it serves as 
a historic landmark open to the public. The students had 
the opportunity to tour the historic mansion, the beautiful 
grounds and a one-room schoolhouse. While touring, the 
students learned about education and business enterprises 
in the 1800s. The schoolhouse tour gave our students a 
historical experience in which they observed and 
participated in a typical school day. !!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!
  !!!!!!! !!

A TRIP TO THE CHINESE EMBASSY 
Mrs. Wang and students in the AP Chinese class made a 
trip this month to the Chinese Embassy in Washington, 
D.C. Students enjoyed the opportunity to learn about 
authentic Chinese culture and history through 
observations and hands-on experience with famous 
architectural designs, paintings, embroideries and 
sculptures. Afterwards, the class enjoyed a Chinese lunch 
at Hokkaido Seafood Buffet.



December 18th! ! ! Holiday Music Event at Reston Town Center! 12:00am – 2:00pm!
December 20th! ! ! Christmas Assembly! ! ! ! 10:15am atRPC!
December 20th! ! ! Class Parties! ! ! ! ! 1:10pm !
December 20th! ! ! FCS Friends Christmas Event! ! ! 6:00pm!
December 23rd – January 6th! Christmas Break!! ! ! ! School Closed!
January 6th! ! ! Classes Resume! ! ! ! ! Full Day!
January 8th! ! ! Classroom Spelling Bee !
January 8th! ! ! Classroom Geography Bee!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

!
Academic Decathlon:     Advanced Art:             Ballroom Dancing:         Beginner’s Art:              Book Club:             Cashflow Club:    !
Chess Club:        Chinese Calligraphy:          Chinese Club:                    Drama Club:                Fitness Club:            Korean Club:  !
Math Honor Society:                 Ping Pong:              Spanish Club:                 Young Christians Club:    !
Basketball Game:             Basketball Practice:   
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