
A school committed to excellence 
must prepare its students for 
college academics. To that end, 
the Fairfax Christian School 
offers Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses in many subject areas. 
AP courses bring college-level 
material and schoolwork to high 
school classrooms, allowing 
students to cultivate the skills 
they need to excel in higher 
education. Students may also 
earn college credit through the 
courses and associated AP tests. 
Our 2014-2015 offerings include:

History & Social Science
In AP United States Government 
and Politics, students learn about 
our system of government from 
its constitutional foundation to 
modern political culture.

The comprehensive AP Human 
Geography course explores the 
development of cultures and 
their effect on the world.

AP Macroeconomics explores the 
workings of the economy as a 
whole, nationally and globally.

NEW: AP Psychology offers a 
thorough understanding of the 
concepts, theories and methods 
used to explore psychological 
phenomena and behaviors.

Mathematics
The advanced mathematics of AP 
Calculus BC includes key concepts 
in single-variable, differential and 
integral calculus.

AP Statistics teaches students how 
to effectively gather and analyze 
data for scientific purposes.

Science
Students in AP Chemistry learn 
about chemicals through equations 
and in a laboratory environment.

In AP Physics C: Mechanics, the 
principles of matter and motion 
are revealed through mathematics 
and experimentation.

NEW: AP Physics 1 deeply 
explores the fundamental concepts 
of physics as a whole.

Language & Culture
The curriculum of AP Chinese 
Language and Culture integrates 
the Chinese language with its 
cultural origins and context.

AP French Language and Culture 
studies the different cultures which 
share the French language and 
develops communication skills.

In AP Spanish Language and 
Culture, students learn Spanish
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through authentic materials and 
vigorous conversational practice.

Art & Music
Students in Studio Art: Drawing 
develop technical proficiency in 
hand-drawn art, culminating in a 
personal portfolio.

NEW: Music Theory cultivates 
students’ understanding of the basic 
elements of music via listening, 
performance and composition.

The benefits of taking an AP course 
are many. Since the program is 
widely known and respected, 
admissions boards recognize the 
academic maturity of students with 
AP courses on their transcripts. 
Likewise, taking an AP course 
prepares students for higher 
learning and may allow them to 
skip certain entry-level classes. 
Students who take AP courses are 
statistically more likely to complete 
a college degree on schedule.

The AP program gives students a 
strong start. The skills learned in 
these courses—comprehension, 
diligence, communication and time 
management—apply not only to 
specific fields but also to personal 
and professional life. From every 
perspective, AP courses give 
students an advantage in life.

Wisdom begins with respect for the Lord.
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Revised School Calendar
Because of the unusual number of 
snow days, we have made the 
following changes to our schedule:

•School will be in session on 
Memorial Day (May 26th).

•Final Exams for seniors are 
scheduled to begin Thursday, 
May 29th.

•Final Exams for non-seniors and 
ERB testing are scheduled to 
begin Monday, June 9th.

•The last day of school will be 
Friday, June 13th, 2014.

Kings Dominion Trip
The Kings Dominion trip will be 
on Saturday, May 17th, from 
8:00am to 8:00pm. Students in the 
5th through 12th grades will 
receive permission slips. Due to 
space limits, only the first 38 
students to turn in permission slips 
are guaranteed a seat on a school 
bus. Students who received a "U" 
on their report card in two or more 
marking periods may not attend.

Spring Ball
FCS will host its first Spring Ball on 
Friday, May 23rd, from 8:00pm to 
10:00pm at Hidden Creek Country 
Club. Light desserts will be served. 
Students in 5th through 12th grade, 
FCS parents and alumni are invited to 
attend. All Middle School students 
must be accompanied by their parent 
or guardian.

Female students must wear dresses 
that are knee-length or longer. Male 
students may wear a tuxedo or coat 
and tie; they may also wear their 
school uniform with the white oxford 
shirt and tie. No jeans or athletic 
shoes are permitted. Students whose 
clothing does not meet the dress code 
will not be permitted to attend this 
event.

Concert on the Green
The annual "Concert on the Green" 
will be held on Friday, May 30th, from 
1:15pm to 2:15pm on the front lawn of 
the school. Parents and guardians are 
welcome to attend.

Spotlight the Arts
The multimedia "Spotlight the Arts" 
event will take place on Thursday, 
May 22nd, at 7:00pm at Reston 
Presbyterian Church. This event 
will feature an art contest and 
performances by the Concert Band, 
Music Ensemble, Fife & Drum 
Corps, A Cappella Choir and solo 
artists. Parents and guardians are 
welcome to attend.

High School Exam Schedule
The 2013-2014 exam schedule for 
High School students is given 
below.

Senior Exams
•Thursday, May 29th: Periods 2, 6
•Friday, May 30th: Periods 1, 5
•Monday, June 2nd: Periods 3, 7
•Tuesday, June 3rd: Periods 4, 8

9th-11th Grade Exams
•Monday, June 9th: Periods 1, 5
•Tuesday, June 10th: Periods 2, 6
•Wednesday, June 11th: Periods 3, 7
•Thursday, June 12th: Periods 4, 8

News & Events 
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Tournament Winners
Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Bostic, Martha 
Mumenthaler and Laurie Velasquez, the winners 
of this year’s Spring Scramble Golf Tournament!



FIELD DAY
On Friday, April 25th, students and faculty assembled after lunch for the fun and 
games of Field Day. Classes participated in a variety of athletic activities, such as 
soccer kick-offs, SNAG putting, horseshoes, basketball shots, spoon relays and tug-
of-war. The weather was ideal and everyone was in high spirits as they rotated 
between activities. Finally, students had the choice to participate in basketball, 
soccer or the traditional “seniors v. faculty” volleyball game. A good time was had 
by all. Go Cardinals!
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top: Lower School students enjoy the beautiful day (and their
       award ribbons)!

left: The three-legged race demands teamwork and cooperation.

below: Upper School students proudly display their school spirit
            with their new Cardinals shirts.



Teacher Feature: Dr. Mark Richman

  4

Dr. Richman earned his PhD in 
Conservation Biology at the 
University of Nevada, Reno. He 
taught undergraduate biology 
classes at the university before 
coming to FCS. Since joining 
our faculty, he has taught 
several subjects, including 
biology, basic science, chemistry, 
algebra, geometry and Spanish.

During the 2013-2014 school 
year Dr. Richman has been 
teaching High School biology. 
He uses a variety of teaching 
methods, including lectures, 
video presentations, field trips, 
class science posters and group 
learning activities. He loves to 
explore the subject along with 
his students.

One of Dr. Richman’s favorite 
aspects of teaching is the fresh 
perspectives that students bring 

to the field. He relishes the 
opportunity to experience 
biology anew through these 
inquisitive young adults.

After three and one-half years 
of blindness, Dr. Richman says 
he feels truly privileged to 
again walk in the sighted 
world. He learned from the 
experience that he is not alone; 
his friends were there to help 
him and God was with him 
even in his darkest hour. Even 
now he senses that presence 
surrounding him. “In the 
darkness there is light.”

Dr. Mark Richman has taught at FCS 
since 2003. He was forced to put 
teaching on hold for several years 
when the side effects of pain 
medication left him blind. In God’s 
great mercy his sight was restored in 
2012 and he returned to FCS for the 
2013-2014 school year.

“I enjoy the youthful 
openness and fresh 
perspectives of my 
students.”

We would like to thank the wonderful cast and crew behind this year’s Spring 
Musical, “A Heart to Love the World,” for their hard work and dedication.


