
At the Fairfax Christian School, 
our uniforms are part of our 
culture. Uniforms simplify 
grooming, provide structure, 
enhance creativity and prepare 
students for success.

Simplify
An FCS high school girl who 
transferred from a government 
school says it best: 

“I love wearing uniforms. I can 
sleep longer in the morning 
because I don’t have to fret over 
what to wear.”

Additionally, uniforms relieve 
the monetary burden of having 
to buy designer and brand-name 
clothes for school as well as new 
outfits according to the trend and 
season. In Northern Virginia, it’s 
not uncommon for a family to 
spend over $2000 per year on 
school clothes. FCS students can 
purchase a five-day supply of

uniforms for under $400, which 
represents significant savings.

Structure
Uniforms reduce the number of 
visual distractions in the 
classroom. At events and on field 
trips, identifying students is easy 
when everyone complies with 
the dress code. There is also a 
sense of unity and purpose 
among the students who stand 
with peers in uniform.

Creativity
Each person has a limited 
amount of energy. In order to 
fulfill their potential, students 
must expend their energy wisely 
and not waste it on nonessential 
matters. The latest clothing 
trends are a distraction which we 
eliminate through uniforms.

FCS encourages students to look 
beyond appearances. When 
students wear the same outfit,
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they see each other as equals, 
which allows them to interact 
without shallow judgments.

Success
“I feel like I’m already a doctor,” 
says one FCS student. Uniforms 
have a stabilizing effect on the 
mind. Adults wear professional 
clothes when they go to their 
jobs. Similarly, uniforms are a 
mental cue for students. They 
subconsciously go into “work 
mode” when in uniform. An 
untucked shirt or missing blazer 
suggests that the time to work is 
over, which has a negative effect 
on student productivity.

Studies have found that teachers 
relate to students better when the 
students are wearing uniforms. 
The teachers find their students 
more respectful and respectable 
in uniform, establishing a better 
relationship between teachers 
and students.

Wisdom begins with respect for the Lord.
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ONE STEP CLOSER
On November 18th, the Loudoun County Planning Commission voted 8-0 in support of the Special 
Exception to allow Fairfax Christian School to build in Loudoun County.  Then this month the Loudoun 
County Board of Supervisors voted 9-0 in our favor. Thank you to all the students, parents and faculty 
who testified at the public hearing and attended the meetings to show their support.



Christmas Holiday
The school and office will be closed 
from Monday, December 22nd, 
through Friday, January 2nd, for 
the Christmas holiday. Classes will 
resume on Monday, January 5th.

Christmas Assembly
FCS will hold a Christmas Assembly 
on Friday, December 19th, from 
10:15am to 11:15am at RPC. This 
special event will feature musical 
performances by our students.

Christmas Parties
Class Christmas parties will be 
held on Friday, December 19th, at 
1:10pm. Students may bring food 
and drinks. Items must be store-
bought with no chocolate or nuts.

News & Events 
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FALL CONCERT
The annual Fall Concert was held on Thursday, November 
20th, at RPC. This event featured performances by our Lower 
School students, Middle School Concert Band, Music Ensemble, 
A Cappella Choir and the Fife and Drum Corps. We would like 
to thank all of the students, parents and teachers who made the 
Fall Concert possible.



IVY LEAGUE TOUR
High School students had the 
opportunity to go on the 2014 
Ivy League Tour. The students 
and chaperones visited 
prestigious schools such as 
Harvard, Yale and Princeton.
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Club Feature: Ping Pong Club
Middle and High School students play the classic game of ping pong 
and improve their skills at this weekly club.



Teacher Feature: Mr. Elwyn L. Darden
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assignments before returning 
them. By offering corrections, 
Mr. Darden gives his students 
the opportunity to understand 
and learn from their mistakes.

A thorough understanding of 
mathematics is essential for 
success. Mr. Darden works with 
students to develop mastery of 
the subject. He reteaches longer 
lessons, rather than breaking 
them into parts, to saturate 
students’ minds with 
knowledge.

Mr. Darden has had many 
fulfilling experiences as a 
teacher. On one occasion, he 
says, “I could almost hear my 
Advanced Math students 
thinking. They had become 
serious, well-disciplined test 
takers, wasting little time or 
energy. It is a thrill to see the 
students apply themselves with

such intensity.” He believes that 
every student can achieve this 
level of focus with time and 
proper guidance.

The Fairfax Christian School 
challenges students to reach 
their full potential. Last year 
three of our juniors completed 
AP Calculus, which is typically 
taken in the senior year of High 
School. Mr. Darden has been 
given the opportunity to teach 
these outstanding students a 
college-level course in Linear 
Algebra during their senior 
year. He is very proud of their 
accomplishment.

Elwyn Darden is in his fourth year 
of working at FCS. He teaches Math, 
History and Government.

Mr. Darden emphasizes the practical 
application of every lesson. He 
makes a point of correcting

“It is a thrill to see 
students apply 
themselves with 
such intensity.”

IN MEMORY OF PHIL CRANE (1930 - 2014)
Phillip Miller Crane died of lung cancer at age 84. Crane, 
who sent his children to the Fairfax Christian School in the 
early 1970s, was a former U.S. Representative for Illinois 
and lifelong conservative. 

A contender for the Republican presidential nomination in 
1980, Crane was a staunch advocate of limited government 
and low taxes. After serving in the U.S. Army in the 1950s, 
he earned a PhD in history and worked as an assistant 
professor and political writer. He was elected to Congress 
in 1969 to replace Donald Rumsfeld. At the time of his 
defeat in the 2004 election, Crane was the longest-serving 
Republican member of the House of Representatives. U.S. Congressman Phil Crane and 

FCS Founder Robert Thoburn


