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Peszke S.C.: "We’re preparing a blockbuster model line of gliders…" 
 
Marcin Ziółek spoke with Jerzy Peszke, Managing Director and co-owner of Peszke S.C., about 
working with Sebastian Kawa, the development of a line of modern gliders, their attributes and 
specifications, and also expansion into international markets.  
 
Jerzy Peszke: (b. 1980), graduate of the mechanical college in Krośno and the University of 
Information Technology and Management in Rzeszów (Economics, International Business, Company 
management). Co-owner of Peszke S.C., managing director. Member of the Subcarpathian 
Cooperative Council (Podkarpackie Porozumienie Kooperacyjne). 
 
Marcin Ziółek: Over a year has passed since our last conversation. In that time, the company has 
continued with the development of new gliders and implemented a number of new ideas. One of 
them is close cooperation with the multiple Polish and world champion, Sebastian Kawa...  
 
Jerzy Peszke: We have entered into long-term cooperation with Sebastian Kawa, which happened 
quite naturally, and neither of us had to go to any special lengths to make contact with eother. 
Sebastian took an interest in us when the first prototype of the GP 10 glider made its debut, and 
already knew of us from our production of aviation and para-aviation propellers. He came to us 
without any expectations and declared his readiness to help, because he thinks it’s fantastic to see 
something new in the world of gliding, particularly manufactured in Poland. So it was immediately 
clear that we have the same goals, and cooperation seemed obvious and logical. As it turned out 
later, the paths of the Kawa and Peszke families had crossed in the past owing to a shared passion for 
flying. In the 1960s my grandfather, Jerzy Peszke, was a flying instructor to Sebastian’s father, 
Tomasz. There is even a photo from that time of both men next to a Junak 3 airplane. It’s funny how 
the world is such a small place and how history likes to repeat itself. 
 
MZ: Indeed, an interesting coincidence. Going back to this new cooperation, what exactly will it 
consist in, and what benefits can it provide to you? 
 
JP: Our cooperation will be based mainly on Sebastian’s participation in selected sporting events as a 
competitor using our equipment. The first chance to see him in action, which will involve our newest 
glider, the GP 14 VELO, will be at the first glider World Championship in the 13.5 m class, to take 
place in August in Pociunai, Lithuania. Sebastian is also serving in the very important role of technical 
consultant during development work on our constructions, which gives us the opportunity to take 
advantage of his immense expertise and experience in that area. In addition, he will promote the 
PESZKE brand and the GP glider line around the world. We will do our best to make sure that this 
cooperation benefits both Sebastian and ourselves, but primarily we want the world of gliding to 
benefit. 
 
MZ: Doubtlessly the very name ‘Kawa’ will be helpful in getting started in this industry … 
 

Facebook.com/gpgliders 

http://bit.ly/gpdlapilota


JP: We are very excited at the possibility to work with such an individual. Having Sebastian in our 
"camp" is invaluable for a new player in an area where, for now, we do not have an established 
tradition. It opens a lot of doors for us and makes it easier to enter the glider scene. We are proud to 
be the first company in the industry from Poland which can show its appreciation for Sebastian’s 
results, and also his efforts on behalf of growing the sport.  

 
MZ: Let’s talk for a moment about your products. What gliders will be first in the Peszke product 
line, and what will characterize individual models?  

 
JP: We’re preparing a blockbuster model line of gliders with seven different versions. The idea to 
build a light, dynamic glider came about a few years back when we caught wind of the FAI’s plans to 
introduce a new class. This class will have essentially only two limitations – maximum wingspan of 
13.5 m and maximum wing load 35 kg/m2. We think that this class has enormous potential for 
growth, and it creates new possibilities both for pilots and for small producers like us. Our first 
prototype, the GP 10, which had its first tests in autumn 2013, served as the basis for the GP 11 
PULSE and GP 12 FLEX models. The first of those is the simplest and most affordable model, designed 
for people taking their first steps in gliding. It’s made to inject pilots with the ‘flying bug’, a passion 
for gliding, and to make it more accessible than ever before. That’s why we gave it the name PULSE, 
which evokes the heartbeat and the positive emotions associated with gliding in the skies. The glider 
is characterized by outstanding flight parameters, as well as easy piloting and service. It boasts a 
simplified steering column, without flaps, and with fixed main undercarriage. The main parameters 
are: L/D ratio = 39, Vne = 200 km/h, wing load approx. 27 kg/m2, empty weight 120 kg. In spite of its 
simple design it is very safe, and the glider’s standard equipment includes (as do all other versions) a 
parachute Ballistic Recovery System (GRS). Gliders have also been the beneficiaries of progress in 
safety measures, as backpack parachutes are becoming a thing of the past.  
 
The higher model, the GP 12 FLEX, in addition to what the GP 11 PULSE already possesses is 
supplemented with flaperons, and retracted main undercarriage (in the electric option), which 
fundamentally enhances the glider’s aerodynamic performance. In addition, it is possible to use 
water ballast to increase wing  load, which in turn enhances flight dynamics. Parameters: L/D ratio = 
41, Vne = 220 km/h, wing load 28 - 45 kg/m2, empty weight 130 kg. The glider’s reinforced structure 
makes it possible to set higher limits for load capacity and speed. Its potential applications are 
numerous, the universality of construction (particularly when using the optional electric motor) allow 
for it to be used by beginners in training flights as well as in professional use, by pilots of various skill 
levels. This philosophy is also reflected in the name FLEX, which inevitably evokes associations with 
flexibility and universality. The standard equipment includes such items as a basic set of instruments, 
an automatic steering column clasping system, pedal and seat regulation, a hydraulic brake on the 
main wheel, antenna integrated into the tail, a towing hitch and a hi-efficiency ventilation system. 
The list of options is very long and contains almost everything that a pilot could want – from an 
oxygen installation to leather upholstery or a glass cockpit. In addition, we give our clients a broad 
range of ways to personalize the equipment, as well as to implement individual technical solutions 
for improving ergonomics or comfort. Our client-focused approach is generally a novelty in gliding, 
not to mention the 13.5 m small glider class. 
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In turn, the GP 14 VELO (from VELOCITY) is our newest construction, designed for advanced pilots 
looking to participate in world-class glider competitions under the FAI, but also in other uses. This 
very model will be used by Sebastian Kawa at the first World 13.5 m Class Gliding Championships in 
Lithuania. The glider comes in two fuselage versions – standard and Slim, the latter of which is a few 
centimetres narrower and lower from the first one, which improves flight parameters even more. It 
offers absolutely top shelf performance, with L/D = 45 and Vne = 270 km/h, wing load 33 - 55 kg/m2, 
empty weight 135 kg. The glider was created using the most modern 3D design methods available, as 
well as exclusively CNC machines during modelling. We also refused to make any compromises in 
aerodynamics – elliptic wings and tail-plane contain sophisticated outlines, as well as the most 
efficient and adjustable-span profiled created by Grzegorz. The manufacturing technology is based 
on the best composite materials available, including carbon fibre, Kevlar, Rohacell foam and newest-
generation epoxies which ensure the best durability/load ratio. The glider’s structure is also highly 
temperature-resistant, which allows us to offer a wide range of interesting exterior colour schemes 
rather than just the traditional white paint, or use gliders as advertising space for event sponsors. 
This would be a significant innovation and also provide us with a large competitive edge.  
 
MZ: The GP 14 VELO is being designed in close cooperation with the Institute of Aviation. What can 
we expect from such cooperation? 
 
JP: We are cooperating closely with the Institute of Aviation in Warsaw in the process of design, 
production and testing of the glider, as part of a project titled "A light sport glider with an innovative 
wing design". The project is co-financed with funds from the Innovative Economy Operational 
Programme. People engaged in this project from the Institute and their laboratory facilities have 
helped immensely in selecting the optimal aerodynamic and structural solutions for the glider, and 
most helpful of all have been the comprehensive tests preceding their implementation. This gives us 
confidence that we have selected the best possible solutions to ensure the glider’s competitive edge, 
as well as the cohesiveness of the concept.  
 
MZ: What are those solutions? 
 
JP: Like the GP 12 FLEX, the GP 14 VELO can come with a recessed electric motor enabling self-
launching. Draught is ensured by our in-house produced two-blade folding propeller, 1 m in 
diameter. We have partnered with the Czech company JETI, who have prepared w full power plant 
with batteries, regulator and charger. The basic set contains a 15 kW electric motor and 20 kg battery 
with capacity of 4 kWh, which allows for three self-launches to a height of approx. 500 m, or a single 
self-launch to 500 m and flight of 100 km. The system will most likely have the capacity to expand or 
reduce the package of batteries taken on-board, based on the pilot’s needs.  
 
In addition, we are also preparing a dedicated trailer for transporting gliders with personal vehicles. 
Our research has demonstrated that the vast majority of clients purchase a trailer at the same time 
they purchase a glider, and often travel tens of thousands of kilometres with that trailer around the 
world. Our trailer is an excellent complement to the glider, both in terms of appearance and 
functionality; it also indicated what can be found inside, which is why we pay just as much attention 
to its construction and usability as we do in the case of the gliders themselves. This is a very light, 
compact two-piece composite construction with a steel frame. The chassis and components all come 
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from renowned trailer manufacturers. Apart from its transport function, the trailer also facilitates 
assembly, disassembly and service of the glider by one person, which we feel is one of its primary 
advantages. It additionally offers significant storage space, allowing pilots to take everything they 
need for a longer trip or to the airfield. The trailer can also come equipped with a battery charger for 
a glider with an electric motor.  

 
MZ: The specifications of your new products suggest that they will be interesting constructions 
with a chance to do well on the glider market. What are your plans for reaching and convincing 
potential clients? The Polish market is not very absorbent, so you will need to open up to markets 
abroad … 

 
JP: At the beginning of the year we began pre-sale of gliders with exceptionally beneficial 
promotional terms. We are offering our clients discounts of up to 30% on the retail prices of our 
gliders. To take advantage, a minimum 50% deposit is required and the price depends ultimately on 
the value of the deposit paid. The benefits are for both parties – our clients receive incredible price 
terms for top-class aviation equipment, while it is easier for us to ramp up production and adapt to 
planned volume. The offer is, however, limited to the first 15 units, regardless of model. When we 
reach that number we will return to the base prices, which themselves are still head and shoulders 
above the competition. As of today we already have five orders placed, makings us very optimistic 
about the promotion. The first deliveries will come in the summer. 
 
We also receive a number of queries about selling our products from potential dealers around the 
world. For our part, we are actively seeking to develop a range of sales channels. We can announce 
with satisfaction that we have already established our first representative office in the North 
American market, a very important area. After several months of negotiations we have concluded an 
agreement with GP Gliders USA of Dallas, Texas,  led by former and current US Soaring Team 
member Mr. Tim McAllister and his wife Susan McAllister.  

 
MZ: Of course, the final question is about plans for the future … 

 
JP: The coming year will be a tough challenge for us in respect of our glider project. We are planning 
intensive development and promotion of our products through various media. The implementation 
of each of the models mentioned previously is accompanied by organized serial production at a level 
allowing us to compete with competition from abroad.  
 
In the spring we plan to participate in Europe’s largest aviation exhibition, AERO Friedrichshafen, 
where we intend to make our first presentation to the broader public and to make new trade 
contacts.  
 
Another important moment for us will be the glider World Championships in Pociunai, Lithuania. The 
competition in August will be the first in which our gliders take part, and we want to show off their 
best attributes. We will have at least two GP 14 VELO gliders, one of which will be piloted by the 
incredible Sebastian Kawa. Of course, sport is only sport, and its unpredictability is its beautiful trait; 
we also respect our competition, but we are quietly counting on a strong entry into the ring. We are 
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presently arranging the schedule of starts for Sebastian in future competition, as well as our 
participation at other exhibitions and recreational events. 
 
In 2016, we plan to begin the certification process for at least one model, most likely the GP 14 VELO. 
We are considering obtaining a UL certificate for models with electric motors. All signs point to this 
being the manner in which they will be registered. The life of UL aircraft pilots is significantly easier in 
terms of oversight, at least in other countries. It should also become easier in the future in Poland to 
open a school, to fly and to maintain one’s qualifications in a fully certified world. 
 
We have plans made for the coming three to five years. We plan to use this time in order to gain a 
toehold among producers, or to at least achieve the appropriate recognition within our industry. 
 
Our foreign partners will promote us and trade in their countries, and our dealer network will be 
systematically expanded. We plan to do the same within Poland, but we will sell directly. Our 
intention is to cooperate with flight clubs, and also other industrial and R&D organizations. 
 
MZ: Those are some very ambitious plans, and if they work out then the company can count on 
long-term growth …  
 
JP: We’re taking a global approach. Primarily we want to promote the GP glider line, to develop the 
promising 13.5 m glider class, which has such low barriers to entry, low service and operating costs in 
comparison to higher classes that we feel it will become the dominant class. Most of all, we want to 
popularize the beautiful sport of gliding. Our dream is for it to become a more developed and media-
friendly sport. Glider competitions live on TV? Why not! We have the best pilots in Poland, and we 
believe our equipment will keep pace with their abilities, allowing for our combined efforts to grow 
interest in the sport among both fans and the media. 
 
We have great ambitions in gliding, and we treat it very professionally. Grzegorz has a head full of 
ideas, and he’s spent his whole life gathering knowledge about aerodynamics and aviation 
constructions. He is fantastic at what he does, and we have one cast-iron rule in the company: all of 
the aviation projects we execute are authored by him. I’m also getting better at managing the 
organization and at marketing, making us a good team. We have our vision of what we want, and if 
the GP 11 – 14 project is a success, there will be new projects of even greater ambitions.  

 
MZ: Thanks for the conversation and good luck. 
 
JP: Thank you! 
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