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Today I announced my Job Opportunities Initiative that
would provide better training program for our workers,
expand daycare opportunities so that mothers will be able
to get out to work, improve literacy for our residents so that
they would have the skills to apply for and take the tests for
jobs, and expand vocational and apprenticeship training
programs so that our residents will have marketable skills to
become electricians, carpenters and plumbers— job that pay
really good wages. In addition, I want to create educational
programs so that those who want to go to college will

have the skills necessary to be successful. We want our
apprenticeship and vocational programs to be accessible to
all DC residents so that they will be able to get a marketable
skill that they can use throughout their lives. And we want
our high schools to graduate students who are ready for a
clear choice of going into the world of work or going on to
higher education in a college or university setting,

We have a comprehensive housing task force program
that I helped to fund with recommendations for 55,000
more housing units in the city. For homelessness, part of
the solution is to help those who need it get treatment for
mental health issues and also provide more single room
occupancy for individuals where they would be provided
with a single room for themselves personally while living
in a group environment. We are also seeing an explosion
of more families who are homeless and we are planning to
build programs around that.

There is no doubt that gang-on-gang activities are harmful
and we should discourage them. We need to prevent this.
We can do that by having community-based organizations

help the city. There are a lot of young group-lead
organizations that go out and talk to our young people to
give them a sense of hope and let them know that they
are loved and that there are other things that they can do
outside of joining gangs. Young people don’t have to be
accepted only in a gang. They can be accepted by doing
other activities. We need to provide those opportunities
for our young folks.

‘We should have affordable housing for people who grew
up in this city and for people who work in this city. They
should all be able to live in this city. DC is big enough for
everyone to come in. I have a program on my website,
LindaCroppforMayor.com where I outline different steps
toward affordable housing. We can just say to developers,
“if we’re giving you this land to develop for housing,
there’s going to be a certain number of units that must
be for affordable housing. And when I say affordable, I

mean that people who make anywhere from $18,000 to
$80,000 per year should be able to afford a house. That’s
the type of program that we’re going to have in a Cropp
administration—to let people who work in the city also be
able to live in it.

I 'am not necessarily in favor of increasing taxes. In order
to raise a tax, I've got to make sure that there is no other
way we can bring more money in. I would rather run a
more efficient government and bring in more revenue than
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