
Do it for the story, they said. 
You’ll never regret it, they said.

Turns out they were right. 

The moment I threw my flailing ten-year-
old body off that 20-foot cliff into crisp 
lake water that day, I knew that “story” 
would win out in my life for the rest of my 
days. I couldn’t wait to go back to school 
in two weeks and tell my pals about my 
latest exploit into reckless abandon. 

It started when I was young. I was 
consumed by the fantastical worlds of 
Lord of the Rings and Harry Potter. As 
I grew older, Ray Bradbury and John 
Steinbeck took me to the kinds of places 
I could only dream about. I lived for 
summer break when I could get lost 
in books for hours with no one telling 
me to “go to bed, it’s a school night.” A 
compelling narrative felt so much richer 
than the trajectory of everyday life.

That intoxication with story has enchanted 
my sensibilities and captured my heart ever 
since.

It wasn’t long before I started doing things 
for the tale, sometimes to a fault. Swim 
in a stagnant pond beneath a waterfall 
in Nicaragua? Sure, why not. Drive ten 
hours through the night to see the Grand 
Canyon at sunrise? Absolutely. Sneak 
backstage and hang with the band? Did 
that too. “Do it for the story” became my 
motto. I was drunk on it. I couldn’t get 
enough. 

But as what happens with chasing any 
kind of high, there were always lows. The 
times that I wasn’t traveling, jumping off 

things, or meeting new people led me into 
long periods of apathy. To make matters 
worse, the more #adventure photos that 
appeared in my Instagram feed, the more 
inadequate and shallow my everyday life 
seemed to become.

Since joining Nations and committing to 
tell the stories of modern reformers, I’ve 
realized two things. First, engaging story 
doesn’t have to mean dropping everything, 
hopping a plane, and touching down in 
some epic locale. And second, adventure 
is not confined to filtered square photos 
and hashtags; in fact, that’s not adventure 
at all. Real adventure is found when we 
get uncomfortable, when we’re willing 
to let God shake up our preconceived 
notions about the world. Engaging 
story and adventure can be as simple as 
investing where you are, honing a craft for 
God’s glory, committing to relationships 
and community, or embracing risk by 
choosing love even when it’s difficult. 

This journal highlights reformers like 
David Curry who are changing the 
narrative, trailblazers who are setting 
out to radically transform entire cultures 
for the Gospel. We’ve also heard from 
provocative minds like Ian Pratt who are 
not content with fixed notions of what 
makes a good story. What I’m saying is, 
you don’t have to be shaking things up 
from halfway around the globe. Start 
where you are. Use what you’ve been 
given. Don’t be afraid to ask questions. 
Dare to think differently. And above all, 
let everything you do be in pursuit of a 
better story. 
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