
Instructions for Backyard Leaf Composting with a Leaf Corral 

Materials Needed: 

 One 25’ roll of 36” tall plastic poultry fencing 
 Four 4’ tall metal snow-fence posts 
 Eight 6”-8” wire ties for attaching fencing to posts 

 
Setting Up the Leaf Corral 
 
1.  Select an open location in back or side yard where drainage is adequate and there is no 
standing water.  Make sure there are no underground utilities within or near to this area. 
 
2.  Lay out corral to surround a leaf pile of at least 4’ in diameter and 3’ in height, but no larger 
than 10’ in diameter and 5’ in height.  Using a square or rectangular shape, the sides of the corral 
should be about 5’ to 8’ in length.  Trees or existing fencing may be used to support one or more 
sides or corners of the corral.  The corral may be designed in a U-shape to allow for on-going 
raking, or with a “door” where the plastic fencing is loosely attached. 
 
3.  Using a mallet or fence post driver, drive fence posts at least 8” into the ground where needed 
to support the fencing.  Attach fencing with wire twist ties.  Excess fencing may be cut off or 
overlapped along side of corral. 
 
Backyard Leaf Composting 
 
The leaf corral contains the leaves in a pile, rather than blowing around the yard.  The leaves can 
be left to decompose, acting like a sponge to catch the rain, and releasing nutrients to benefit the 
health of all trees and other landscaping in the vicinity.  The leaf pile should quickly reduce in 
size over the winter.   
 
Contrary to popular notions of composting, it is not necessary to laboriously turn the pile.  
However, occasional turning of the pile (just once per month during warm weather) and adding 
water to the pile if it appears dry, may help to speed up leaf decomposition.  In cool weather, 
turning is not recommended because it allows for too much heat to escape.  
 
Normally, compost will be ready in 4 – 9 months.  Finished compost should be dark and crumbly 
and can be used as a soil supplement in yards and gardens. 
 
Resources: 

 Princeton’s Guide to Fall Leaf Management brochure, created by the Princeton 
Environmental Commission, available at www.princetontwp.org/environmain.html 

 Rutgers Cooperative Extension fact sheet on Backyard Leaf Composting, available at 
http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/publication.asp?pid=FS074 

 
 
Please feel free to contact Andrea Malcolm, Sustainable Princeton Volunteer, at 
abmalcolm282@verizon,net or 609-497-0495 with any questions about the leaf corral installation.   


