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Most traditions honor the classic elements of life, which are earth, air, fire and water.  Metaphysical properties  are ascribed to 
these elements, in addition to their obvious physical properties.  While traditions differ on particulars, that so many elemental 
traditions exist is remarkable, and a testament to the importance of their study. 
Many traditions include a fifth element, which is ether, or spirit.  In tarot, the fifth element is ascribed to the Major Arcana, although 
one of the four elements is also assigned to each of the Major Arcana cards. 
A grasp of the four elements is essential to tarot understanding and interpretation.  It also offers an important tool for meditation 
and magick, and provides a format for tarot spreads. 

The Four Elements 
Element Tarot Suit Colors Direction Properties 

Air Swords White, Yellow East Masculine - Thought, honesty, communication, reason, mental clarity, 
intelligence “ I Think” 

Fire Wands Red, Orange South Masculine - Passion, creativity, spirituality, sexuality, motivation, 
humor “I Do” 

Water Cups Blue West Feminine - Love, emotion, compassion, feeling, intuition, relationships 
“I Feel” 

Earth Pentacles Brown, Green North Feminine - Material goods, wealth, health, home, grounding, practical 
matters  “I Am” 

Court Rank Elemental Associations 

 

 
How do the elements influence card meanings of the pips? 
Swords cards will relate to issues of honesty, trust, thinking and communication. 
Wands cards will relate to creative projects and ideas, and motivation to make things happen. 
Cups cards will relate to feelings, emotions and relationships. 
Pentacles cards will relate to issues of stability, home, business, money and well-being. 
 
How do the elements influence the personality of the court cards? 
Swords people are intelligent, good communicators, trustworthy. 
Wands people are creative, warm, fun, silly. 
Cups people are loving, sentimental, dreamy, and emotional. 
Pentacles people are stable, grounded, responsible, routine, and dependable. 
When reversed: 
Swords people become stupid, dishonest, non-communicative. 
Wands people become lazy. 
Cups people become over-sensitive, or unemotional. 
Pentacles people become irresponsible, unproductive, or unfulfilled at work. 
 
How do the elements influence a reading?   
Look at the distribution of the suits – is one predominant?  Is one missing?  Interpret the predominant suit as the predominant 
energy, and the absent suit as an absent energy.  Use predominance and absence to give a sense of what the focus is, and what the 
focus needs to be.  What energies are easily available, and what need to be nurtured?  What energies are too prevalent, and need to 
be diminished? 
 
How can elemental positions be interpreted in a spread? 

Air Fire Water Earth 

What is true, what is on your 
mind, level of clarity, ability to 
trust, ability to communicate 

Creativity, passion, 
motivation, projects, ability 
to draw on spiritual energy 

Emotional stability, capacity 
for compassion, relationships, 
romance, personal happiness 

Home, job, health,  wealth, 
sense of stability, grounding, 
responsibility, resources 

 
 

Rank Page Knight Queen King 

Element Earth Air Water Fire 


