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With the start of a new 
year the Lancaster Town 
Board held its annual or-
ganizational meeting on 
Monday where they adopt-
ed salaries, allocated bud-
get appropriations, adopted 
policies, and authorized 
the attendance of various 
town offi cials at seminars/
meetings and mileage re-
imbursement for 2015. 

The board also con-
ducted multiple appoint-
ments to various positions, 
boards, and commissions. 
At the meeting, Lancaster 
Town Supervisor Dino Fu-
doli asked his fellow board 
members to amend this 
resolution, saying it “dis-
turbed him.” 

While there were nu-
merous appointments to 
be made, Fudoli only had 
concerns with two appoint-

Town appointments create a stir
ments and he did not re-
ceive any support from the 
other board members when 
he asked for a second to his 
motion. 

A now former member of 
the Lancaster Town Indus-
trial Development Agency 
(IDA), Frank Fialkiewicz 
will no longer serve on the 
IDA as Kenneth Graber, 
president of the Lancaster 
Central School District 
School Board, has been ap-
pointed. 

“We are putting in in-
dividuals that are under 
qualifi ed or not qualifi ed,” 
remarked Fudoli. “In the 
Lancaster Industrial De-
velopment Agency where 
we had a member, Frank 
Fialkiewicz,…, he has 20 
years in the banking busi-
ness and the board puts 
someone here that doesn’t 
know the fi rst thing about 
business.”

Sponsoring this reso-
lution, Lancaster Town 

Council Member Donna 
Stempniak was asked by 
Fudoli why Graber would 
be put into this position 
when he has no experience 
in business? 

In her response, Stemp-
niak explained Fudoli 
seemed upset last year 
when a banker was put into 
that position. 

“I also believe that it is 
a good idea to put some-
one on the IDA who has 
some knowledge of school 
budget, so that they would 
understand how an IDA 
would affect schools tax-
es,” said Stempniak. 

Fudoli said the “IDA is 
not a playing ground” and 
it is not a place for a school 
board member. 

“We have given the 
Lancaster School District 
$6 million since I have 
been supervisor and to my 
knowledge school taxes 
have gone up every year,” 
remarked Fudoli. “The 
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IDA has never produced 
a single project that has 
produced a single student. 
So we’re putting someone 
on there that is head of the 
school board, that’s been 
given $6 million from our 
businesses, and yet has 
raised our taxes every year 
without a single service 
being provided for that $6 
million. I think that is quite 
irresponsible.”

Furthermore, Fudoli did 
not agree with the appoint-
ment of Daniel Beutler 
to serve on the Lancaster 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
and instead made a motion 
to amend the resolution 
once again to have Robert 
Thill, whose term expired, 
continue to serve on the 
board. 

Thill has been a member 
of the zoning board for 15 
years and he submitted an 
application and resume to 
continue his service on the 
board. 

“I just believe Mr. Thill 
is more qualifi ed,” said 
Fudoli, adding he did not 
receive a resume from 
Beutler and if he had he 
probably would have con-
sidered his appointment.  

Beutler, who previously 
served on the Village of 
Depew Zoning Board of 
Appeals, apologized for 
not getting a resume to Fu-
doli, however, he stated he 
submitted his application 
several times to serve on 
the board. 

In a 3 to 2 vote, the reso-
lution passed. Fudoli voted 
“no” and Lancaster Town 
Council Member Ronald 
Ruffi no voted “no” as well. 

Ruffi no said he is not in 
favor of one of the appoint-
ments. 

See “Town”
 Page 14

Therapy Dogs Interna-
tional (TDI), is a non-profi t 
organization founded in 
New Jersey that has been 
helping communities since 
1976. TDI registers all dog 
breeds, and some even go 
on to be rescue dogs in-
stead of helping in hospi-
tals and nursing homes, 
among other institutions; 
it depends largely on the 
dog’s overall tempera-
ment. As of 2012, 24,750 
dog/handler teams are reg-
istered with TDI in all 50 
States, in addition to a few 
in Canada. 

Joanie Kumiega, a thera-
py dog handler in Lancast-
er certified through TDI, 
had been visiting Hospice 
on Como Park Boulevard 
every Monday with her 

Therapy dogs lend their furry 
paws to those who need it most

Toy Yorkshire Terrier, Fer-
rari. 

“I wanted a dog, and my 
husband wanted a sports 
car,” said Kumiega of her 
lovable pup’s name. “There 
are certain patients that 
wait for her to come. One 
patient, Tom, even kept a 
little jar of dog treats by his 
bed.” 

Just the dog’s presence 
can make all the difference, 
not only for the patients but 
for the families and faculty 
there. 

“They light up when she 
walks into the room…it’s 
just such a refreshing, hap-
py thing,” she added. 

In addition to Hospice, 
the pair also visits nurs-
ing homes like Greenfi elds 
Continuing Care Com-
munity at 5949 Broadway 
in Lancaster, but upon re-
quest.

Four-year-old Ferrari 
Toy Yorkshire Terrier, Ferrari. 

got her certification as a 
therapy dog three years 
ago, since dogs need to be 
at least a year old before 
they can be tested. Only 10 
months into having Ferrari, 
Kumiega noticed her York-
shire Terrier had a very 
sweet, calm disposition, 
something not normally 
found in small breeds. Her 
quiet nature, along with 
her small size, makes her 
ideal for visiting bedridden 
patients. 

“She’s small enough that 
she can climb in the bed 
with the patient,” Kumiega 
said, adding that the pa-
tients fi nd delight in Ferrari 
bustling over the bedspread 
to cuddle alongside the pa-
tient or give kisses. “At 
Hospice, patients aren’t 
there all that long, some 
are only there a week. But 
there’s some hope in that, 
just the thought of her com-

ing back again.”
Kumiega recalls going 

to a center in Tonawanda 
for Ferrari’s certifi cation, 
noting that there were 
about 45 other dogs there 
too, ranging from the most 
common therapy dog, the 
golden retriever, to smaller 
breeds liker her Ferrari. 
Along with temperament, 
the dogs were tested for 
acute separation anxiety, 
where the dog is led behind 
a wall for a short time, out 
of sight of the owner. 

Ferrari was also exposed 
to loud noises and foul 
smells to see if there would 
be a negative reaction. 

“Our  evaluator  kept 
her clothing at a nursing 
home,” remarked Kumi-
ega. 

See “Dogs”
 Page 4
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livefitforwomen.com
4367 Walden Ave., 

Lancaster • 706-1058

Winter/Spring
Jan. 5th - April 25th 

Classes
Now Open

Visit Our Website For Schedule

What was your
NEW YEAR’S  

RESOLUTION?

FREE
Class 

for You & 
a Friend

With coupon. Expires 2/7/15.

12069 RT. 16, SOUTH OF GENESEE RD., CHAFFEE, NY • (716) 496-8859 • WWW.TRICOUNTYSUPPLY.COM
TRI-COUNTY SUPPLY, INC.

*Offer ends 1/31/15. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Rebates and/or financing based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Offer subject to change without notice. See dealer for details.

The Ultimate Transport Vehicle 

MECHRON 2200
22 HP Diesel 
1500 lb. Capacity

$10,499
NEW HOURS:

M-F 8AM-5PM;
WED. 8AM-6PM
SAT. 8AM-1PM

HEAVIER THAN MOST, MEANS MORE RELIABLE THAN MOST!

UNBELIEVABLE DEALS!

Full Line of Tractors 24HP-90HP from $10,890 Plus Implements & Attachments

5% OFF IMPLEMENTS
W/TRACTOR PURCHASE

(EXCLUDES LOADER/BACKHOE)

4 YEAR
WARRANTY

Up to $5,500 Rebate!*

or 0% Financing up to 60-72 mos

Low Rate
Financing 
Available

After $1,000 cash discount. 
Subject to change.*

$15,499
w/optional tracks shown

UN

1st & 3rd Saturday of 
Each Month at 12pm

BRING IN A LAPTOP,
WE’LL PLUG YOU IN!

We have our own SERVER!

5334 Transit Rd. (near Broadway), Depew
Call to Reserve 239-3907

Only two days left: 
Check out the Garden Railway Exhibit
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Ryder, 3, enjoys watching the trains at the Botanical Gardens. 

The Western New 
York Railway Society 
will be presenting the 
Garden Railway Ex-
hibit until Jan. 4 at the 
Botanical Gardens. 
Charles Bartel, pres-
ident of the railway 
society, said the club 
has had a partnership 
with the gardens for 
quite some time.
 “We’ve been doing 
this for nine to 10 
years now, each year 
it has grown.” The 
exhibit consists of 
five themes: Buffalo 
Botanical Gardens, 
Western Town, Winter 
Wonderland, Thomas 
the Train, and Harry 
Potter. Each themed 
zone will have 
detailed miniatures to 
bring the land to life 
as you walk through, 
with members ded-
icated to make the 
experience enjoyable 

on multiple levels. 
The entire exhibit will 
have 150 feet of total 
track, with three trains 
and a trolley. 
The Harry Potter 
level has a Hogwarts 
Express with electric 
motor, scaled moun-
tains like the ones 
Harry sees from the 
train window on his 
way to school, Kings 
Crossing Station, 
Hogwarts Station, and 
a Quittitch field. 
“If you look real 
close you’ll see Harry 
going through the 
wall with his trolley…
there are molded 
figures on wires over 
the Quittich field. 
One member made 
a miniature replica 
of his house and put 
letters inside and owls 
perched everywhere,” 
remarked Bartel.
It’s amazing to think 

the society members 
started in Septem-
ber, especially when 
considering the level 
of detail going into 
each section. With 
the November storm 
hitting right when the 
exhibit was supposed 

to be set up, coordina-
tors for the event were 
worried. The five 
sections were ready 
for viewing in just 
four days – a task that 
usually requires at 
least a week, accord-
ing to Bartel. 
In addition to a 
limited amount of 
time to set up, there 
was damage to the 
Botanical Gardens to 
deal with too. 
“Greenhouse 5 took 
the worst hit, which 
we were supposed to 
be in,” said Bartel, 
recounting when they 
got the news. Fortu-
nately, the gardens 
have been working 
with the railway soci-
ety to make sure the 
greenhouse is fully 
enclosed to preserve 

the plant life and del-
icate model trains. 
The society’s mis-
sion is to “promote 
and encourage 
the enjoyment of 
garden railroading 
through friendship, 
family education, 
public involvement 
in building and 
operating model train 
layouts,” according 
to the club’s official 
mission statement. 
Bartel, a member of 
the society, believes 
the exhibit upholds 
the goals of the club, 
while being up to 
date on pop culture 
and family fun. The 
society currently 
boasts 36 members, 
but they’re always 
looking for more 
train enthusiasts. 

There are a lot 
of families in the 
society, often started 
by going to events 
like the one current-
ly at the Botanical 
Gardens. 
“You watch the 
young ones chase 
the trains around the 
tracks. One side to 
the other chasing the 
trains, and there’s a 
joy to that…it just 
can’t be described,” 
said Bartel. 
For more informa-
tion on the exhibit 
or on the railway 
society, visit wnygrs.
com. The Botanical 
Gardens is located 
at 2655 South Park 
Ave., in Buffalo. The 
exhibit only runs for 
two more days from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.Check out the Botanical Gardens. 


