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Media Advisory: NOVA SCOTIA’S SCREEN INDUSTRY ON HIGH ALERT 
 
Screen Nova Scotia, an industry group that represents people who work in film, television and 
digital media, has put its members on high alert following a meeting yesterday with Nova 
Scotia’s Finance Minister Diana Whalen.  At issue is the province’s Film Industry Tax Credit, a 
long-standing government initiative designed to grow Nova Scotia’s screen industries. In a 
widely reported speech last week, the Finance Minister made certain remarks that indicated the 
tax credit initiative was at risk in the coming budget. Monday’s meeting was requested by 
Screen Nova Scotia so that the Minister could clarify her remarks, which come less than two 
weeks before the Liberal government brings down its next budget on April 9th. 
 
The Liberal government came to power with a commitment to maintain the film and TV tax 
credit program for an additional five year term.  
 
“The Finance Minister made it clear to us that, despite previous promises to maintain the 
program, changes are coming,” says Marc Almon, Chair of Screen Nova Scotia. “This creates a 
huge amount of uncertainty in our industry at a time when what is needed is stability, so that 
we can continue to attract the economic activity generated by the film and TV production 
sector. This sector has successfully created hundreds of well-paying jobs for Nova Scotians, it 
has been responsible for tens of millions being spent annually in the province and has helped 
promote Nova Scotia to the world.” 
 
Nova Scotia is just one of many jurisdictions worldwide that invest in their film, television and 
digital media industries. When the incentive program was introduced to Nova Scotia in 1993, 
the economic activity of the film and television industry was estimated at $6 million.  The most 
recent N.S. government figures show that while the province invests approximately $24 million 
annually in the screen industries through the Film Industry Tax Credit program, economic 
activity in the sector now amounts to $139 million annually. 
 
“The government’s own numbers indicate that this investment program works for Nova 
Scotians. And yet, Minister Whalen still maintains it is a net “cost”.  More than 2,000 Nova 
Scotians work in the industry.  They create high-quality film, television and digital media projects 
that are exported all over the world.  Those individuals – and the companies they work for – all 
pay taxes here. Many of those jobs could be in jeopardy. We can only hope that common sense 
prevails in the days leading up to the budget,” says Almon. 
 
There are 105 companies registered in Nova Scotia whose principal business is the production 
and/or support of film and television.  An additional 18 companies specialize in digital media. 
 
More than 50 documentary, film and television projects have been completed recently with the 
assistance of the NS Film Industry Tax Credit, including the internationally-renowned Book Of 
Negroes, This Hour Has 22 Minutes, Mr. D., Heartbeat, Inspector Gadget, The Trailer Park Boys, 
Haven, Forgive Me, Relative Happiness, Hope for Wildlife, Call Me Fitz, and Lizzie Borden.  
 
For more information, please contact Tara McClair, Screen Nova Scotia, 902 229 3793 
For more information about Screen Nova Scotia, see: http://www.screennovascotia.com/ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


