
Honeylocust
Ideal for anyone who doesn’t have the 
wherewithal to shred. Leaves are tiny 
to begin with, perfectly suited for 
mulch.

Black walnut
Avoid using as mulch, contains 
chemical called juglone that can be 
toxic to some plants, such as             
tomatoes.

Oak
Very durable, but slow to break down 
unless shredded. They do not raise the 
acidity of soil.

Sugar maple
Quickly break down when shredded. 
Leaves diced into lawn over time 
retard germination of dandelion seeds.

Leaves
to loathe
Some trees 
aren’t as agree-
able as others.

Flowering crabs, cherries
Smaller leaves break down quickly, 
though leaves may harbor disease and 
spores. Use only non-diseased leaves.

Leaves to love
Almost all leaves can be put to use in 
the garden. Here are some leaves to 
seek and some to avoid when using 
as mulch:
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IN BRIEF

GO NATIVE

Plants, workshop
on tap Sept. 25

Making room in your yard for
plants native to Michigan is a
winning proposition: They
require less care and are
beneficial to wildlife. The Kent
Conservation District is offering
scores of plants and advice
Sept. 25 at its native plant sale
from 6:45 to 8 p.m., with a
workshop at 6 p.m. It takes
place at the KCD office in the
Eagle Park Business Complex on
the northeast corner of East
Beltline Avenue and Leonard
Street NE, Building No. 3260.
The district’s fall seedling sale is
accepting orders through Sept.
26. To order, go to
kentconservation.org. Seven
evergreen species in two sizes
are available.

COST CUTTING

Energy seminar planned
Northpointe Bank is hosting a
free educational seminar
Wednesday on creating an
energy-efficient home. The
seminar starts at 6 p.m. at
Northpointe Bank, 3333 Deposit
Drive NE, located on the site of
the former Duba’s restaurant off
East Beltline Avenue NE at the
Int. 96 interchange. Participants
will be entered into a raffle for a
free home energy inspection.
For information, call 974-8469
or e-mail colleent@npbank.com.

EARTH FRIENDLY LIVING

Making homes healthy
It is not too difficult to make
your own home and healthcare
products, which save money and
natural resources. A workshop
sponsored by the Friends of the
East Grand Rapids Library is
planned at 2 p.m. Oct. 4 at the
East Grand Rapids library
branch, 746 Lakeside Drive SE.
On Oct. 23, the library is hosting
a workshop on using eco-
friendly building materials when
remodeling or building a home.
The event, which begins at 6:30
p.m., is being conducted by
Michael Holcomb of the Alliance
for Environmental Sustainability.
For information and to register,
call the library branch at
647-3880.

A CUT ABOVE

Jeweled counter tops
Wilsonart’s Jeweled Countertop
Series is an inexpensive
alternative to granite, offering
the benefits of granite with color
combinations that are not
possible to get in granite. To
learn more, visit countertop.com
and click on Wilsonart products.

THE LIST
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R aking leaves is a
time-honored
tradition in
Michigan; brown

paper bags stuffed with
leaves soon will sprout
along curbs like dandelions
in May.

There is another way to
take care of leaves that
doesn’t involve blisters and
repetitive stress injuries:
Use the lawn mower and
grind them where they fall.

A growing consensus among turf
experts says it’s OK to let the mower
do the work for you; shredded
leaves contribute nutrients and or-
ganic matter to the soil.

Leaves will not cause thatch
build-up and oak leaves will not
throw the pH level of your soil out
of whack, research from Michigan
State University shows.

If you don’t have enough leaves in
your yard, neighbors will gladly

SEE LEAF, K3

The benefit of incorporating
this back into the soil is the
microbes and the fact it is
providing nutrition for the
grass.”

—MSU turf expert Ron Calhoun
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Dazzling counter tops: Kitchen
counter makeovers can look
expensive without costing an
arm and a leg. Consider a
countertop resplendent with
jewels, offered by Wilsonart.

Newly fallen rain opens door to turf triage

E very few years, West Michigan
benefits from a meteorological
event that has people in other

parts of the country licking their
wounds.

That is the case with Hurricane
Gustav, which came ashore Sept. 1
and made its way north, bringing
parts of moisture-starved West
Michigan more than 4 inches of rain
over a two-day period.

The precipitation is well timed;
Grand Rapids in August received
barely more than an inch of rain for
the month, a deficit of nearly 23⁄4

inches. Hurricane Ike may provide
an encore.

Long dormant lawns have
greened up, though summer abuse
still stands out like wind-blown
siding skittering down the street.

People who’s lawn-care regimen
includes fertilizing on Labor Day
may have skipped this year’s
application, and rightfully so. Why
fertilize when the lawn has gone

dormant? It’s not dormant any
longer and likely will benefit from a
late summer pick-me-up.

“Now that it has rained, fertilize,”
said Ron Calhoun, environmental
turfgrass specialist at Michigan State
University, noting the shot of
nitrogen will spur recovery of
stressed-out lawns.

A dry August comes with a mixed
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DIGGIN’ IN

FLAVOR THE LAWN
WITH A PINCH
OF LEAVES

MULCH GIVES YARDS A PUNCH OF NUTRIENTS


