
a  p h o t o g r a p h i c  w o r k s h o p  f o r  p a r e n t s  w h o  w a n t  t o  c r e a t e  a r t f u l  m e m o r i e s
Capturing Childhood



I’m Melissa; a devoted partner (that’s Joe, the dude over there with the man-
bun), mother, CA credentialed teacher, and documentary family photographer.  

Originally from Seattle, then meeting my now-husband in Barcelona in my 
mid-twenties, I moved to the Bay Area in 2012 to attend a bilingual teaching 
credential program at SF State, eventually settling in Berkeley in 2013 after 
graduating and, shortly thereafter, having my twin daughters, Ruby and Vera 
(Vee’s joyously playing with me and Ru’s doing her best pouty face at daddy in 
this pic). After many years of shooting and, eventually, launching my 
photography business, Icarian Photography, in January of 2015, I decided to 
design this workshop for local parents who want to capture those fleeting, 
everyday moments in your children’s lives – and do so with vision and 
confidence. 

This will be a comprehensive beginner-to-intermediate workshop; my goal is 
not only to get you as excited about your DSLR as you were the day you first 
got it but, also, to give you as much information as needed for you to be able 
to reproduce everything you have learned on your own! You will gain the 
technical and compositional knowledge, coupled with the support and 
encouragement necessary, to develop your craft well into the future.  

If you like my style and techniques, I intend to show you everything you need 
to know to do it yourself. I will help answer any questions that you may have 
regarding unlocking the potential of your DSLR.  

This workshop is lifestyle and documentary oriented, but I will also approach 
other categories as well for exemplary purposes.  

By sharing your experience, and with the extensive workshop curriculum and 
Facebook group forum, we will learn from one another and it will  raise the 
level of knowledge-base for the entire group!

•  M E L I S S A  S C H M I D T  •

http://www.icarianphotography.com/


•  W O R K S H O P  D E T A I L S  •

LOCATION 
The Rec Room Cafe, 3222 Adeline St, Berkeley, CA 94703 

WHO YOU ARE 
A parent or grandparent,  with beginner level camera skills (or with 
the desire to refresh your knowledge of how to use your camera), who 
feels creatively stifled  by the images you are making with your DSLR. 

WHAT YOU’LL LEARN 
Topics include — Understanding the Exposure Triangle \\ How to work 
with Natural Light \\ Understanding Depth of Field \\ Elements of 
Composition \\ Hands-on Practice and Honest Discussion \\ Post-
processing basics using Adobe Lightroom  

WHEN 
IDENTICAL WORKSHOP HELD ON TWO SEPARATE DATES 

Satruday, May 21st — 9:00am - 1:00pm 
Sunday, May 22st — 1:30pm - 5:30pm 
Weeks of 5/29, 6/5, & 6/12— assignments submitted on private 
Facebook group, at your leisure 
Saturday, June 18th — 10:00am - 12:00pm — Father’s Day Event & 
Mini-Session at The Rec Room Cafe

REQUIREMENTS 
Own a DSLR or rent one (here is a great resource) \\ Bring your 
camera’s users manual (pdfs easily found online) \\ Willingness to 
participate openly both in-class and via Facebook forum (if you don’t 
have an account, this is a perfect excuse to start one!) 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
A subscription to Adobe Creative Cloud Photography plan ($10/
month or 30 day free trial) - click here to check it out \\ Laptop for 
looking over user’s manual and practice with Adobe Lightroom 

ADDED PERKS 
Refreshments provided \\ A high-quality manual with all workshop 
information and bonus helpful resources \\ A personalized tee and gift 
bag \\ A 10% discount on your next Icarian Photography photo 
session (including mini-sessions!) 

WORKSHOP FEE 
$325 all-inclusive fee. $100 due to reserve your seat, $225 due one 
week prior to workshop. Limited to 14 participants per day. 

http://www.recroomcafe.com/
https://www.borrowlenses.com/
http://www.adobe.com/creativecloud/photography.html
http://www.icarianphotography.com/seasonal-mini-sessions


•  A  G I F T  F O R  Y O U  •

As a parent myself, I understand that time spent away from 
your family needs to really be worth it. That is why this 
workshop was designed to not only be educational for you (and 
a well-needed break undoubtedly), but rewarding for your 
family as well. 

On top of the lifelong photographic skills you will be taking 
away from the workshop itself, your family will receive free 
admission to celebrate Father’s Day at the Rec Room on 
Saturday, June 18th. This lively event will include delicious 
brunch from local restaurants and cafes, mimosas, interactive 
music for the kids, fun crafts, and full access to the Rec Room’s 
play space for the kids to roam free and explore their 
imaginations! 

As an additional thank you for participating in this workshop, 
you will be receive a free daddy + me* five minute mini-session 
at this June 18th event and three fully-edited, hi-resolution 
files within 24 hours — to share on Father’s Day! 

*daddies of any gender welcome!



•  W H A T  T O  B R I N G  •

AN OPEN MIND & HEART 

There will be lots of sharing of your 
creative frustrations and your overall 
photography goals, so be ready to open up! 

SOMETHING TO TAKE NOTES WITH 

You will be given the manual after the class 
itself. So, if you’re a note-taker, then by all 
means bring your pen and notepad. 

COMFY CLOTHES & SHOES 

Throughout the workshop, we will be 
getting up and moving around to practice 
what we’ve learned, so wear clothes for 
running around and playing in. 

YOUR CAMERA AND LENSES 

For obvious reasons :)



•  R E S E R V E  Y O U R  S E A T  •

Are you ready to take control of the images you are creating? Great! $100 reserves your seat, the 
remainder due one week prior to our class. Please contact Melissa here if you have any clarifying questions.  

Space is limited.

R E S E R VAT I O N  L I N K

mailto:melissa@icarianphotography.com?subject=Workshop%20Question
http://www.icarianphotography.com/capturing-childhood-workshop

