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In Sunday’s Gospel of John, Jesus was sent word that the one whom he loved was ill.  His name was Lazarus and 
his sisters were Martha and Mary.  When Jesus heard that his friend Lazarus was ill “he remained for two days in 
the place where he was.”  Following his stay, Jesus began his journey and when he arrived “he found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb for four days.”  

When Jesus arrived in Bethany, on two separate occasions, Martha and Mary greeted Jesus in their mourning but 
in their profound faith found hope and consolation in Jesus.  Jesus went to the tomb where Lazarus was buried 
and asked that the stone be removed from the cave.  

As Jesus stood in front of the open tomb, Jesus raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you for hearing me.  I know 
that you always hear me; but because of the crowd here I have said this, that they may believe that you sent me.”  When 
Jesus said this he cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out” and Lazarus came forth.        

Some things to reflect on this week:
1. Martha and Mary found great hope and consolation in Jesus, when have I experienced Jesus’ love and
 peace in my life?
2. How has my faith in Jesus brought life to others?

Lenten Prayer
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy.

Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy.
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I may love only what is holy.
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, that I may defend all that is holy.

Guard me, O Holy Spirit, that I myself may always be holy.
       --St. Augustine

St. Rita Lent 2014 ~ One Mind, One Heart


