
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
	  
	  
Date:	  February	  9,	  2016 
	  
TO:	  	  Senate	  Education,	  Health,	  and	  Environmental	  Affairs	  Committee 
	  
Re:	  	  SB	  323	  –	  Maryland	  Greenhouse	  Gas	  Emissions	  Reduction	  Act	  -‐	  Reauthorization 
	  
Position:	  Strongly	  Support 
	  
 
On behalf of Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility, I respectfully request a positive 
report on SB 323, the Maryland Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act Reauthorization. 
 
There is no question that climate change is already affecting the health and welfare of 
Marylanders.  Sea level rise is causing dramatic increases in tidal flooding of communities on 
the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries, and citizens in coastal communities face increased 
flooding from storm surge.  This flooding carries significant health risks, since floodwaters 
transport pathogens and toxins in toxins and can overwhelm water treatment plants, causing 
sewage to be released into our waterways.  Severe weather events plague the state in both 
summer and winter as a result of warmer ocean temperatures and the increased moisture held 
by warmer air.  Higher temperatures are an increasing problem in our urban areas, where they 
aggravate the already severe health impacts of air pollution on children and the elderly, 
particularly in low-income communities.  In addition, the future profitability of our agriculture, 
poultry and forestry industries face a multitude of problems associated with longer warmer 
winters, hotter summers, increased pest and disease pressure and greater variability in 
temperatures and water availability.    
 
The adoption of the original Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act and the implementation of 
programs in the subsequent GGRA Plan have made Maryland a national leader in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.  The progress already made along with the additional emissions 
reductions recommended by the Maryland Commission on Climate change and the Maryland 
Department of the Environment in Oct. 2015 are absolutely required in order to limit the 
magnitude of future climate change.   
 
Participation in the highly successful Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), energy 
efficiency advances through EmPOWER Maryland and a thriving solar and wind sector 
exemplify Maryland’s success in reducing greenhouse gas emissions while boosting the 
economy and creating jobs.  With 29% job growth, the solar industry was the fastest growing 
sector in the state in 2015! 
 



 
 

Reauthorization of the GGRA is essential for Maryland to continue on this path of leadership 
and economic development.  In its ongoing effort to address climate change through the GGRA, 
Maryland can achieve a vibrant and sustainable clean energy economy while creating jobs, 
accruing revenue and enhancing private investment.   
 
With best regards, 

 
 
 
 

Sara Via, PhD 
Professor of Biology 
University of Maryland & 
Co-Lead, PSR’s Maryland Climate Health Action Team 
 


