
 

 

HB 1180 - Correctional Services - Restrictive Housing – Report – SUPPORT 

 

Feb. 26, 2016 

Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility (CPSR) SUPPORTS HB 1180. This bill requires the 
Department of Public Safety (DPSCS), by October 1 of each year, to (1) submit specified information 
relating to inmates in “restrictive housing” to the Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Prevention 
(GOCCP) and (2) make the information available on the DPSCS website. 
 
This bill asks DPSCS to submit data to GOCCP showing, by correctional facility: the total population 
of the correctional facility; the number of inmates who have been placed in restrictive housing during 
the preceding year by age, race, ethnicity, classification of housing, and the basis for the inmate’s 
placement in restrictive housing; the department’s definition of “serious mental illness” and the 
number of inmates with serious mental illness that were placed in restrictive housing during the 
preceding year; the number of inmates known to be pregnant when placed in restrictive housing during 
the preceding year; the average and median lengths of stay in restrictive housing of the inmates placed 
in restrictive housing during the preceding year; the number of incidents of death, self-harm, and 
attempts at self-harm by inmates in restrictive housing during the preceding year; the number of 
inmates released from restrictive housing directly into the community during the preceding year; any 
other data DPSCS considers relevant to the use of restrictive housing by correctional facilities in the 
state; and any changes to written policies or procedures at each correctional facility relating to the use 
and conditions of restrictive housing, including steps to reduce reliance on restrictive housing. 
 
CPSR is very concerned with the mental health aspects of restrictive housing and its long-term effect 
on inmates. We believe that this study represents an important first step in understanding and 
addressing these issues.  
 
For these reasons, CPSR asks for a FAVORABLE REPORT ON HB 1180. 
 
For more information contact Tim Whitehouse, Director, Chesapeake Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, twhitehouse@psr.org, 240-246-4492 
 


