
The Creed 
Week 4: March 28 – April 3 

 
“…conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary…” 

 
Sunday 
 

Read:  Isaiah 7:14 

 
 
Observations and Questions 

• What was the prophecy that Scripture foretells in this verse?  How specific 
was the prophecy?  How completely was it fulfilled?  What is the 
significance of the name that was to be given? 

 
 
 
Key Concept: 

• 700 years before the birth of Jesus, God foretold this miraculous event to 
the prophet Isaiah.  Jesus’ coming was not accidental, but a working out of 
God’s redemptive plan for humanity. 

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• What part of your faith does Old Testament prophecy play?  Is it 
important?  Incidental?  Irrelevant?  How important to the early church do 
you think biblical prophecy was? Why?   (consider Matthew 1:23)   Why 
should the virgin birth be such a major component of Christianity that God 
would reveal it to us in prophecy? 

 
 
Pray 

• Ponder the miraculous nature of the virgin birth in your heart.  Lift the 
mystery of it to God in a prayer of thanksgiving and worship.  Include it in 
your mental inventory of the supernatural aspects of Jesus, alongside of 
the miracles He did while He was alive and His resurrection after His 
death.  Thank the Lord for incredible creativity in how He chose the 
method of His incarnation. 

 
 



Monday 
 

Read:  John 1: 1-14 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• In this reading, consider the infinite nature of Jesus (the Word).  When did 
He begin?  What did He do prior to coming to the Earth? What is His 
nature, or essence? 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• Jesus is eternal, with no beginning or end.  His 30+ years on Earth is a 
small fraction of His existence. 

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• How much of the “real you” do the people whom you work with know?  Is 
there more to who you are than what they experience?  How much of 
Jesus do you think you know from the account of his time on Earth?  Do 
you think there is more to Him than you understand about Him from the 
historical accounts?  How do you think you can get to know more of Jesus 
than what you can read about Him? 

 
 
Pray 

• Pray that the Lord would deepen your relationship with Jesus…taking you 
further than what you can know about Him through the biblical account, 
and into a personal relationship with Him.  Pray this daily with an open 
heart and spirit as to how He might answer this prayer. 

 
 
 
 



Tuesday 
 

Read:  Luke 1: 26-38 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• Who are the main players in this passage?  What incredible news did the 
angel share?  What was Mary’s reaction?  What is YOUR reaction to this?  
Do you believe verse 37? 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• The virgin birth means that Jesus was born by a direct action of God, who 
is sovereign.  There was no man involved.  Jesus has a human mother and 
God for his father.  He is fully human and fully divine.  He did not inherit 
Adam’s sin.* 

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• Why did God choose to have Jesus come to our world in this way?  What 
aspects of who Jesus is could only be accomplished through a virgin birth?  
How do you feel about the miracle of the virgin birth?  Does it bless you, 
or trouble you?  Why? 

 
 
Pray 

• Praise God in your prayer time today for His incredible wisdom and 
creativity in how He designed Jesus’ arrival into our world.  If you have 
difficulty believing in the virgin birth, ask God to help you comprehend it 
in a way that your faith grows to embrace it.   

 
 
*Adapted from Credo: Believing in Something to Die For, by Ray Prichard. 
 



Wednesday 
 

Read:  Luke 1: 1-56 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• Today we expand the context of yesterday’s reading.  Note what is 
happening surrounding the birth of Jesus.  How is God preparing the way 
for Jesus?  What is the tie-in between Elizabeth and Mary?  What is 
Mary’s reaction to Elizabeth’s proclamation in verses 42-45. 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• In faith, Mary accepted the impossible, knowing that God is sovereign. 
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• God took a barren woman (Elizabeth), and did a miracle that brought forth 
John the Baptist who would “prepare the way” for the ministry of Jesus.  
How have you seen a broader context for how God has worked in your life 
by causing a series of interrelated events to unfold?  When you experience 
these things, do you see them as “coincidence”, or as God’s sovereign 
hand at work?   

 
 
Pray 

• Ask God to keep your eyes, ears, heart and spirit attuned to what He is 
doing in your world.  Pray that He would help you connect the dots of His 
work so that you are able to join Him in what He is doing.  Always be 
prepared in your heart to give God the glory for how He is at work. 

 
 
 
 



Thursday 
 

Read:  Genesis 3: 13-19 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• This passage is taken from the account of the fall of mankind.  What were 
some of the consequences to the woman (Eve) of what took place when 
Satan deceived her?  What were the consequences to Satan (the serpent)?  
To Adam? 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• Biblical prophecy of Jesus goes back further than Isaiah (see Sunday’s 
devotion).  God foretold of Jesus in this passage (verse 15b). 

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• Do you ever wonder why God allowed Satan to continue to exist after the 
serpent ruined the perfection of God’s creation?  Why do you think?  
What does the concept of man’s free will play in that question?   How 
does the fact that Jesus was not born of a human father give Him the 
power to “crush Satan’s head”? 

 
 
Pray 

• Praise God that even though Satan has schemed to ruin the creation from 
the onset, the Lord has had a plan to overcome evil through His own 
incarnation and sacrifice on our behalf.  Pray that God will continue to 
deepen your walk in faith.  Ask Jesus to be actively involved in the areas 
of your life where Satan is trying to gain access and influence.  “Pray on” 
the armor of God (see Ephesians 6: 10-18) each day. 

 
 
 
 



Friday 
 

Read:  Acts 10: 30-35 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• What do you see in this passage (feel free to read the context surrounding 
these verses) that tells how broad the message of Christ is?  Did Jesus 
come for any particular race or nationality of people? 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• All faiths but Christianity are narrowed down by the nationalities of their 
founders or adherents.  Because Jesus came from God, He has a message 
for the whole world.  In comparison with the severe requirements of the 
law and grievous requirements of other religions devised by men, His 
“yoke is easy and His burden is light.” (see Matthew 11: 28-30)  ** 

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• The birth of Christ…by the Holy Spirit overshadowing a virgin…is so 
supernatural.  Do you see “God’s fingerprints” on this process of birthing 
the Christian religion?  Do you see Christianity as one of many ways to 
God…or a very unique and exclusive path to heaven (see John 14:6)? 

 
 
Pray 

• As we prepare to enter Holy Week on Sunday, ask God to help you 
experience in fresh and intimate ways an understanding of the supernatural 
aspects of Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection.  Pray that your faith 
journey will be expanded to include an understanding of the depth of 
God’s love for you as you consider that He came to die for you…and for 
the whole world.   

 
 
 
**From Exposition of the Apostles’ Creed by Rev. James Dodds, D.D. 
 
 



Saturday 
 

Read: Isaiah 9: 6 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• You may have heard the words of these verses in song, proclaiming the 
names of Jesus Christ.  Have you experienced these aspects of Jesus in 
your own faith journey? 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• Jesus came to be the Savior of mankind…but he fulfills other roles in our 
lives along the way. 

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
These are but four ways that we may experience God/Jesus.  How else 
have you encountered Him (i.e. healer, etc.)?  In what ways would you 
like to have Jesus come into your life? 

 
 
Pray 

• What was your answer to the last question?  Use that answer to help you 
in your prayer today.  Know that our Lord wants to join you in every area 
of your life.  He may not deliver you out of your situation or answer your 
prayer in the way you wish, or on the timetable you would like…but in 
His perfect wisdom He will be with you in the way He knows is best.  
Trust Him in this process. 

 


