
The Creed 
Week 5: April 4-11 

 
“…suffered under Pontius Pilate, crucified, died and buried…” 

 
 

Sunday 
 

Read: Isaiah 53 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• As you read Isaiah’s prophecy, identify key aspects of Jesus’ life that were 
foretold in this Old Testament chapter. 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• God used Scripture to validate that Jesus was the Christ who had come as 
Messiah to the Jews and to the world. 

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• Why would God send one who would be “rejected by men, a man of 
sorrows” to be the Savior?  Why would Jesus allow himself to be 
“oppressed and afflicted”?  Why would He be “led like a lamb to the 
slaughter” and not open His mouth?  How do these and other unlikely 
aspects of a Savior affect your faith in Jesus? 

 
 
Pray 

• God’s plan of redemption for mankind is so different from anything we 
would conceive.  Pray that God will help your faith grow to embrace His 
mysteries with an abiding peace, not needing to fully understand all the 
details in order to worship Him as your Lord. 

 
 



Monday 
 

Read:  Matthew 2: 13-18; Mark 6: 1-6, John 1: 10-11; John 7: 1-5 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• What is the common theme in all of these Scripture passages?  How do 
you think Jesus felt about how He was received by those He came to save? 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• Jesus was a man of suffering, from infancy through crucifixion.  
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• Think of times in your life when you were spurned by others.  How did 
you feel?  What was it in Jesus that kept Him on task through His life?  
What was His task? 

 
 
Pray 

• Suffering is unpleasant by nature, yet often can produce positive fruit.  In 
your prayer time today, thank God that Jesus was able to endure the pain 
given by mankind, and persevered to the Cross in obedience to His 
father’s plan for redeeming mankind.  Pray that God will help you respond 
with grace when you experience the hurtful actions and words of others. 

 
 
 
 



Tuesday 
 

Read: Matthew 26:33-39 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• On the eve of His crucifixion, Jesus suffers anguish in Gethsemane.  Put 
yourself in His place and imagine what He is going through.  What are 
your thoughts about what He is about to endure, about the people who will 
put Him to death, and about God, who’s plan it is? 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• Jesus, in His nature as fully man, wants His Father’s plan to be altered and 
to avoid what is coming.  Jesus, in His nature as fully God, desires to be 
(and is) obedient to His Father. 

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• Jesus, as God, was fully capable of avoiding the cross of Calvary…and yet 
went willingly through this incredible pain and suffering to save you from 
the consequences of your sin.  What does that say about how much He 
loves you?  How do you respond to a love so deep?  Are there ways that 
you feel God would have you to love others so deeply that sometimes it 
hurts to do so?   

 
 
Pray 

• In addition to taking the incredible gift of our salvation from Jesus, take 
also His example of mercy and grace (Luke 23:34) and  pray for them to 
be incorporated into your own being.  Be alert for opportunities to choose 
between a judgmental reaction to a situation or one of Christ-likeness.  
Seek His perspective, and allow it to become yours.  

 
 
 
 



Wednesday 
 

Read:  John 12: 32-33; Deuteronomy 21:23; 1 Peter 2:24 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• What do you learn about the method in which Jesus was put to death from 
these verses?  Why do you think crucifixion was used as a means of 
execution for Jesus? 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• Crucifixion was a long, excruciating means of death, reserved for slaves 
and the vilest of criminals.  Combined with the torturous treatment he was 
given beforehand, Jesus took the worst punishment that mankind could 
provide. 

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• Why do you think that God’s plan for Jesus death was so brutal?  How do 
you feel about how “we” (mankind) put him to death?  It has been said 
that all of our sin are as nails that held Jesus to the cross.  Do you have a 
sense of ownership in Jesus’ crucifixion?  Have you experienced Jesus’ 
forgiveness for those nails that are yours? 

 
 
Pray 

• Jesus longs to have his words on the cross “Father forgive them” apply 
specifically to you.  Have you confessed your sin to Him before?  If not, 
read 1 John 1:9 and hear the good news.  Then share your heart of sorrow 
for you sin with Jesus and receive His mercy and love with thanksgiving.  
If you have not yet trusted Jesus as your Savior, this would be a good time 
to ask Him to come into your life as your Lord as well as your Savior.   

 
 
 
 



Thursday 
 

Read:  Matthew 17:22-23; John 10:11, 17-18; 1 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 9:22, 26-28 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• Read these first two passages from Matthew and John and picture Jesus 
telling them to you.  Would you have understood what He was saying, or 
why?   Why do you think Jesus made such a point of letting it be known 
what His future was to be?  What do the Peter & Hebrews passages reveal 
about the purpose of Jesus’ death? 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• Jesus, being without sin, was the perfect sacrifice to have His blood shed 
for our forgiveness (justification).  He gave His life willingly…it was not 
taken from Him against His will. 

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• Jesus says that the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  Do you 
see yourself as a shepherd who is willing to lay your life down for 
anything/anyone of importance?  Is this a decision you are able to make 
easily?  Has anyone made great sacrifices on your behalf?  How does that 
make you feel (worthy, unworthy, loved, obligated, etc.)?  How do you 
feel about Jesus laying down His life for you? 

 
 
Pray 

• Receive the gift of Jesus’ death on your behalf with awe, wonder, and a 
deeply thankful spirit.  Know that your life cost Him dearly (1 Cor. 6:20).  
Ask God to help you live your life in a way that honors the sacrifice that 
Jesus made for you.  Pray that the Lord will reveal any past actions you’ve 
done or words that you’ve said that need to be confessed to Him as well as 
to those who have been affected by them.  Ask God for the courage to ask 
forgiveness of those who have been hurt. 

 
 
 
 



Friday 
 

Read:  Isaiah 53:9; Romans 6:4; 1 Cor. 15: 3-4; Matthew 26: 6-13 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• What aspect of the Apostle’s Creed is affirmed in these three passages?   
 
 
Key Concept: 

• Jesus’ burial was a final, confirming act that revealed God’s plan had 
become reality.   

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• Why was Jesus buried in the way that he was?  (It was the norm of the day 
for crucified persons not to receive burial but to be left upon the cross.  
That Joseph, a rich man of Arimathaea to come forward and ask that the 
body of Jesus be given him for burial was a fulfillment of the Isaiah 
passage listed above.)   

 
 
Pray 

• Ponder the completeness of God’s plan for all the things that took place in 
the final week of Jesus’ life…right down to how He would be buried.  Do 
you think that God has plans for your own life that are this detailed?  Read 
Jeremiah 29:11.  Ask God today to help you make decisions and choices 
in alignment with His good and perfect will for your life.   

 
 
 
 



Saturday 
 

Read:  Romans 5:9-11, 18-19; Col 1: 13-14 
 
 
Observations and Questions 

• What purpose does Scripture give us in these passages for Jesus’ death?  
As you read these verses, what is your reaction to what has been done on 
your behalf? 

 
 
Key Concept: 

• Jesus’ death provides a means of justification (being made right with 
God).  We are able to move out of the darkness of our sin as our lives are 
redeemed through His shed blood. 

 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

• The process of redemption and reconciliation through Christ’s sacrifice is 
one of the great mysteries of the Bible.  If you could ask God some 
questions about this process, what would they be?  If you took actions 
earlier this week to confess your sin to God, how are you feeling today 
about what you have done?  Do you feel cleansed?  Are your spirits lifted? 

 
 
Pray 

• Continue to praise God for His wonderful plan to reunite us with Himself 
through the sacrificial act of Jesus.  Open your heart fully to His love, 
reminding yourself that, while we are not worthy of it, it is His amazing 
gift to us in spite of ourselves.   

 


