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The Creed 
 

“…the forgiveness of sins…” 
 

Sermon Dates: May 15/16, 2010 
 
 
Icebreaker 
 
• What is your favorite board game?  Why?  How do you keep score to know who 

wins? 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Open your time in prayer by inviting someone in the group to read Psalm 103 out 
loud.  This is a prayer of praise written by David to the LORD.  Once the Psalm is 
read, take a few moments to silently reflect on David’s praise to God for His love, 
mercy, redemption and forgiveness.  After a couple of minutes invite group 
members to offer up sentence prayers of praise for what God’s grace and 
forgiveness means to them personally. 

 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. Read Matthew 18:21-35 and answer the following questions. 
 

a) Rabbis (first century Bible scholars and teachers) taught that when 
someone sinned against you, you were only obligated to forgive them 
up to three times (Amos chapter 1).  Peter must have been feeling 
pretty good about himself when he asked the question.  What does 
Jesus response tell us about how things work in God’s kingdom? 
 

b) Do you see any problems or dangers with unlimited forgiveness?  
Explain.  What might be the advantages or wisdom in a “three strikes 
and your out” approach toward forgiveness? 
 

c) Jesus more fully explains the nature of this radical vision of 
forgiveness through a parable (story) in verses 23-35.  Make a list of 
as many observations and insights from this story as possible. 
 

d) What would you do to celebrate if suddenly all your debts were 
canceled? 
 

e) What could possibly have motivated this servant who had been 
forgiven of such an enormous debt, to respond the way he did to the 
servant who owed him so little in comparison? 
 

f) Which character do you most relate to in the story? (taken from the 
Serendipity Bible, page 1355)  Why? 
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2. Someone once wrote, ““When we genuinely forgive, we set a prisoner free 
and then discover that the prisoner we set free was us.”  Do you agree or 
disagree with that statement?  How are we like a prisoner who has been 
freed when we choose to forgive. 

 
 

3. Forgiveness, while it ultimately sets us free, is not a natural or easy step to 
take. Which of the following is hardest for you to do?  Share with the group 
the reason for your selection (taken from the Serendipity Bible, page 1355) 

a) Ask for forgiveness 
b) Give forgiveness 
c) Forgive over and over 
d) Forgive and forget 

 
 

4. Often when we choose to forgive someone who’s hurt us, feelings of anger 
and resentment can and do return (Heb. 12:15).  Read Matthew 5:44-45, 
Romans 12:19-21 and Colossians 3:12-14 and come up with a list of 
practical steps you could take to deal with and eventually gain freedom from 
those feelings. 
 

 
5. To forgive literally means to “release”, to “hurl away” or to “free yourself”.  

Who is the person in your life that the Holy Spirit is bringing to your mind 
and conscience that you need to release from payment or seek release 
from?  

 
 
Closing Prayer 
 

Close in prayer by praying for each person in the group who has 
identified someone that they need to forgive or seek forgiveness from.  
Pray that God will grant them the courage and strength to do what they 
need to do to begin the path toward forgiveness. 
 
 

 
Leader Note:  If you or someone in the group would like more help on 
the topic of forgiveness, there are several resources in the group life 
center.  Please contact Roger or Tavia at church 734-1907 ext. 27 or via 
e-mail at grouplife@mclanechurch.org.  

 
 

Notes 
 
_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________ 


