
October 10,  2010 
 
READ:  Matthew 9: 1-8, 18-22, 27-30  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Mat-
thew 9 is a chapter with many examples of Jesus’ 
healing power.  How do you feel about Jesus’ super-
natural power (miracles) over the world in which 
He lived?  Do you believe the miracles really hap-
pened?  Do you think He wants to do miracles in 
our lives today? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Jesus loves us, and wants to heal 
our wounds, physical and otherwise.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  In this week’s mes-
sage, we heard about Jesus’ teaching on divorce.  
Did you grow up in a family that was broken by the 
divorce of your parents (or have a close friend who 
went through that experience)?  What are the 
memories you have about that experience?  How 
did the divorce impact you as a member of the fam-
ily?  Do you think there are any long-term emo-
tional and/or behavioral affects of the divorce of 
your parents upon you?  In retrospect, was the di-
vorce a good thing to have occurred, given the situa-
tion that your parents (or the parents of your 
friend) were in at that time? 
 
PRAY:  This week’s focus on the issue of divorce 
has the potential for emotional pain if it has 
touched your life as a child or as an adult.  If that is 
the case, take time today to get away and open your 
heart to the healing love of Jesus.  Bring your most 
difficult memories to Him and ask for His balm to 
flow over the wounds of your soul, bringing long-
term restoration of your heart in this area.  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

October 11,, 2010 
 
READ: John 3:16-17  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
do these verses say the reason is that Jesus came to 
our world?  Do you feel His love rather than a sense 
of condemnation?  
 
KEY CONCEPT:   Jesus’ love for us is greater than 
the mistakes we may have made during our lives.  
He desires to be in an open and loving relationship 
with us and can forgive us for those mistakes. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  If you have gone 
through a divorce in your own marriage, do you 
believe it was the right thing to do?  Did you take 
the decision to divorce your spouse to the Lord in 
prayer before proceeding with it?  Do you have a 
sense of whether God would have approved of the 
divorce, or if He would have encouraged you to 
work through the issues that troubled your mar-
riage?  If you could go back in time and make the 
decision again...but knowing what you have learned 
since your actual divorce...would you make a differ-
ent choice? 
 
PRAY: Hindsight is 20-20, and many of the 
things that result from our choices are difficult to 
see beforehand.  If you have experienced a divorce 
in your own marriage and are still grappling with 
the end result of the breakup, bring it before the 
Lord today in prayer and ask God to help you with 
your emotions and any other consequences of your 
divorce.   

October 12, 2010 
 
READ:   Genesis 1:27 and 2:24  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Who 
created man and woman (easy one!)?  What is 
God’s plan for men and women when they mature 
past childhood?  What is meant...beyond just the 
physical act of  sex...by “they will become one flesh?” 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God’s plan is for one man and 
one woman to join together so completely that they 
will be united in body and in soul with one another 
for the rest of their lives. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What do you think 
of the idea of marriage lasting for a lifetime?  Is it 
realistic?  If not...why not?  When God created His 
plan for marriage, do you think He was aware of 
the challenges that people would be faced with in 
keeping the relationship intact and healthy?  Why 
do you think God has such high expectations of 
people to stay married in spite of these challenges?  
Do you think God has changed His perspective on 
the usefulness or permanence of marriage since the 
time of Adam or Jesus?  If so, how have you come 
to this perspective? 
 
PRAY:  Like all things in life, marriage is challeng-
ing, requiring an investment of time and attention 
to keep it alive and strong.  If you are married, ask 
God to help you to be the best spouse you are able 
to be...giving you a growing love for your mate and 
extra grace to overcome any challenges of your mar-
riage relationship. 
 
 
 

October 13, 2010 
 
READ: Matthew 5:31-32 & Deuteronomy 24:1-4 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: How 
long has divorce been around?  (Hint: Moses wrote 
the book of Deuteronomy.)  Did Jesus prohibit 
divorce?  What was it He did say about it? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: The Bible allows divorce under 
a very limited set of circumstances. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Until the last 50 
years or so, divorce had a very negative connotation 
in society.  Much has changed in the last few gen-
erations and divorce is now not only more common 
than ever before, but it has lost much of the stigma 
and social consequences that it had.  What are the 
positive and negative outcomes from relaxed divorce 
restrictions on the health of our society?  What do 
you think Jesus would say about how much easier it 
is for marriages to be dissolved today than in bibli-
cal times?   
 
PRAY:  Marriages are in serious trouble all around 
us.  You may know of some friends who are strug-
gling in their marriage...or be in one yourself.  
Spend time today lifting up the marriages of people 
you know that are having troubles with their rela-
tionship...asking God to help these couples work 
through all that has brought them to this point and 
to restore their love and commitment for each 
other. 
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THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

October 14, 2010 
 
READ:  Matthew 19: 1-9  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Here is 
another passage where Jesus clarifies His perspec-
tive on divorce.  Who asked the question about 
divorce?  What does Jesus use to bring credibility to 
His answer?  Was divorce always an option (see vs. 
8)?  What is the reason that God, through Moses, 
allowed for divorce? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Jesus does not relax the Old 
Testament teaching on the issue of divorce.  He 
reaffirms that it is only permissible for marital un-
faithfulness.  Hard hearts may make divorce neces-
sary to avoid greater harm, and hence make it per-
missible.   
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Why is God so 
strict on the issue of divorce?  We know Jesus to be 
one who is full of grace...yet He does not allow 
much leniency on the permanence of marriage.  
Why do you think this is the case?  What are some 
of the reasons that people divorce today?  How 
many of them do you think would fit within the 
biblical definition of marital unfaithfulness?  How 
does the strict perspective of divorce affect your 
view of Jesus?   
 
PRAY:  It is God who is our creator...it is He who 
set the universe in place and designed how all things 
should work.  Being independent human beings, we 
like to be the masters of our destiny...and living 
under authority sometimes can be difficult for us.  
Yet God calls us to live under authority...the au-
thority of our government (see Titus 3:1 and 1 Pe-
ter 2:13) as well as under the authority of God 
Himself.  If the Old Testament teaching on divorce, 
and Jesus’ affirmation of that law, is troubling for 
you...lift your heart before God and ask Him to 
help you to hear directly from the Holy Spirit on 
this matter, and to help you submit more willingly 
to His authority in your life. 

October 15, 2010 
 
READ:   Matthew 5: 31-32 and 7:24-27  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Why 
does Jesus guard the marriage relationship so 
closely?  How is a person who heeds Jesus’ words 
about marriage and divorce like the wise builders 
from chapter 7? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Strong, healthy marriages are 
like a strong foundation for the health of soci-
ety...and anything that disrupts the integrity of 
marriage threatens the stability of the civilization 
that is built upon it.   
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What are the in-
trinsic benefits to society of strong marriages and 
healthy families?  Where have you seen the negative 
impact of broken families in our area?  What can 
you do to help encourage marriage partners to 
“hang in there” and overcome the challenges that 
they are facing?   
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help the marriages in each of 
our three church sites to be blessed with strength, 
commitment and love for one another to overcome 
the stresses and strains that might otherwise cause 
them to crumble and dissolve. 
 

October 16, 2010 
READ:  I,____, take thee,_____, to my wedded 
Wife/Husband, to have and to hold from this day 
forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till 
death us do part, according to God's holy ordi-
nance; and thereto I plight thee my troth.  (“Plight 
thee my troth" - Pledging truthfulness, faithfulness 
and loyalty to the promise.)  
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:      The 
marriage vow above is normally said within what 
context?  What role does God play in marriage?  
What difference does it make when we include God 
in the context of our wedding vows? 
KEY CONCEPT:  To be unfaithful to the mar-
riage relationship is to be unfaithful to God, who 
brought the two people together.  To stay firmly 
committed to the relationship - in action, words, 
thoughts, emotions, and priorities - is to experience 
the fullness of relationship that God has designed 
humans to experience and to use for the mainte-
nance of life in this world.*   
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: What would be the 
impact on marriages, families, and society if people 
did not marry until they were able to take their 
wedding vows with a level of commitment as if their 
very lives depended on keeping those vows?  Why 
do you think that this level of commitment is lack-
ing today?  If you are married, read through the vow 
at the top of the page again.  How are your own 
vows holding up? 
 
PRAY:  Today lift up our nation to the Lord, ask-
ing for His help in giving people a deeper level of 
commitment to our marriage relationships...and a 
willingness to sacrifice some of our wants for the 
good of the marriage.  Pray that He might use you 
to bring a word of encouragement to others you 
know who are struggling in their marriages, and to 
be salt and light to the world through the example 
of your own marriage. 
 
From: The NIV Application Commentary - 

Matthew.  Pages 261-262. 
 


