
October 31,  2010 
 
READ:  Matthew 6:1-15  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Con-
sider who is teaching about prayer in this passage.  
Could there be anyone better to learn from?  As you 
read through these verses, what jumps out at you 
that perhaps you never noticed before?   
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Jesus very much wants to hear 
from us, and has given us a wonderful model for 
what we are to pray for as well as instructions on 
how to pray and what not to do in our prayer time. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What are the key 
components of the “Lord’s Prayer?”  For example, 
“hallowed by thy name” (praise).   
 
When did you first learn the Lord’s prayer...and 
what did it mean to you at that age?  What does the 
Lord’s prayer mean to you today?   
 
How often do you pray this prayer?  When you 
recite the prayer, is it simply by rote, or do you ac-
tually pray each line with meaning and application 
to your situation ? 
 
PRAY:  Today take some time to pray the Lord’s 
Prayer in a very deliberate fashion.  Say each line of 
the prayer, then pause and elaborate on this 
thought in your own words.  Take as much time as 
you need.  Be specific about whatever areas need 
additional emphasis in your life at present.  Con-
sider praying the Lord’s prayer in this fashion to 
start each day. 
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November 1, 2010 
 
READ:  Matthew 6: 5-8 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What is 
Jesus trying to get the people to understand in these 
instructions about how to pray and how not to 
pray?  Is he teaching you something helpful that  
you can apply in your own prayers?   
 
KEY CONCEPT:   Our prayers are a matter of 
private communication between God and ourselves.  
They are not meant to boost our religious image in 
the eyes of others.  Beware of praying in a way to 
show off. 
  
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What motivates 
people to want to pray as Jesus warned against?  
Have you ever found yourself praying for those who 
are in earshot rather than focusing only upon God?  
What would be examples in our contemporary 
times of “babbling on like pagans?”   
 
Do you have a private place to pray in your 
home...what some would call their prayer closet?  If 
not, would you consider finding such a place to be 
where you meet with God daily? 
 
PRAY: If the Holy Spirit has convicted you of 
having a prideful spirit in your prayer life (praying 
“to be seen by men”), confess that to God today and 
make plans to alter your manner of prayer in a way 
as to honor God.  Consider other aspects of today’s 
passage and how you might use Jesus’ instruction to 
modify your prayers in a fashion that reflects the 
spirit of what He is telling His disciples. 

November 2, 2010 
 
READ:   Matthew 6:9-10  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What is 
the focus of these two verses of the Lord’s Prayer?  
Why does Jesus start his prayer off in this way?   
 
KEY CONCEPT:  .The Lord’s Prayer opens up 
with a focus on God...expressing our relationship to 
Him (Father/son or daughter), our reverence for 
Him, and a desire for the perfection of heaven to 
come to Earth.  It is coupled with a desire for God’s 
will to prevail (vs. mankind’s will or Satan’s will) 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  In your prayers, 
how much time do you give over to the praise of 
God and praying for His will to be accomplished in 
the matters you are lifting up before him?   
 
Why do you think God desires our praise and wor-
ship?  Does He need them, or do we need to praise 
Him for some other reason?   
 
What are the consequences in our lives if we stop 
offering up praise to God?   
 
PRAY:  Satan (originally Lucifer) was cast out of 
heaven because his pride welled up and He tried to 
equate himself with God (Isaiah 14:12-14).  We 
too are subject to a prideful spirit, and need to re-
member that we are creations of almighty God (see 
Romans 12:3).  Start each day in prayer with words 
of praise to your Creator, and thankfulness for what 
He has done in your life.  If you struggle with pride-
fulness, ask God’s help by confessing that to him 
and asking Him to help you to overcome this temp-
tation. 
 
 

November 3, 2010 
 
READ:  Matthew 6:11  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
does it mean to pray for your daily bread?  How 
does this verse relate to the time of the Hebrews 
wandering in the desert (see Exodus 16)?  Why did 
God provide manna for just one day and not allow 
the Hebrews to store up for a longer period of time? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: God wants us to stay in daily 
relationship with Him.  If we become too self-
sufficient, human nature tends to feel that a close, 
dependent relationship with God is not a necessary 
part of  life. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   Do you have diffi-
culty praying for your own needs?  If so, do you see 
here that God wants you to pray for yourself?   
 
How is “praying to win the lottery” in contradiction 
to the spirit of Matthew 6:11? 
 
If God already knows what we need, why do you 
think He wants us to pray for what we need? 
 
Do you have a hard time differentiating your wants 
from your real needs?  Does “daily bread” cover just 
“needs”, or does it also include “wants?” 
 
PRAY:  Thank God today for his grace that pro-
vides for your daily bread.  Know that lifting your 
real needs before God is part of what He truly 
wants you to talk to Him about.  As you pray for 
the needs of others, don’t neglect to include yourself 
into your prayers. 
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THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

November 4, 2010 
 
READ:  Matthew 6: 12, 14-15; Matthew 18:21-35 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What is 
the topic of these verses?  Why is this part of the 
Lord’s Prayer considered a “conditional prayer?”  
What is the condition upon which it is based? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God will forgive us to the ex-
tent that we have a forgiving spirit toward others 
who are indebted to us or who have wronged us. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Jesus said to the 
men who were going to stone the woman caught in 
adultery “let the one who is without sin cast the first 
stone.” (see John 8:1-11).  Why is forgiveness such 
an important matter to Jesus?   
 
What is the power of forgiveness to transform lives?   
 
Have you ever been forgiven of something very seri-
ous?  Did it have any impact on your life?  Is there 
anything you need to seek forgiveness for?  Is there 
anything for which you can grant forgiveness to 
another person?   
 
PRAY:  Jesus came to us so that we might be rec-
onciled to God.  He has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation (see 2 Corinthians 5: 17-21) that is 
initiated in the offering and receiving of forgiveness 
with one another.  If there are people in your life 
with whom you are estranged for some reason, 
bring this before God today and ask Him what His 
will is in this situation.  You may need to pray this 
prayer over a period of time to discern how He 
wants you to proceed.  When you have a clear sense 
of His direction, don’t hesitate to carry it out. 

November 5, 2010 
 
READ:   Matthew 6:13  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What is 
the topic of this prayer directive?  When we pray 
the Lord’s prayer, we usually pray “...and deliver us 
from evil.”  How is what is said in this verse differ-
ent, and is it a significant difference?  Why do you 
think so? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: God desires to help us avoid the 
minefield of temptations that “the evil one” sets 
before our path.  He also wants to rescue us from 
the harm that Satan would try to inflict.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What are the 
temptations that are difficult for you to deal with?  
Do you pray about these and ask for God’s help?  
Do you look for ways to avoid the temptations that 
you know can trip you up?  (See 1 Corinthians 
10:13).   
 
Do you know anyone else who is trapped in their 
sin?  Can you come alongside of them and gently 
offer them the hope that you have from the Lord’s 
Prayer...that God is there for them and wants to 
help them overcome whatever they are dealing 
with? 
 
PRAY:  Prayer regarding the things that tempt us 
is usually not a one-time event.  Know that God 
will help you overcome the things that have caused 
us much grief...but that we are seldom set free from 
them overnight.  Give thanks to God for His prom-
ise to deliver us from Satan’s grasp, and stay close to 
Him daily, much as you would with a rescuer who 
was leading you out of a pitch black cave into which 
you had journeyed and become totally lost. 

November 6, 2010 
 
READ:  Matthew 7: 7-11 
  
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What is 
the effect of reading this passage on you?  Are you 
encouraged in your prayer life?  Are you able to see 
God in a new light...as a loving father wanting to 
help His son/daughter?   
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God hears our prayers and 
wants to help us overcome the challenges of our 
lives.  He encourages us to bring our prayers to 
Him. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: It is always impor-
tant to interpret Scripture with other Scripture.  
Note the interrelationship of the Matthew 7 pas-
sage with James 4:1-3.  Just as we have reviewed 
earlier this week that God will provide what we 
need...he doesn’t promise to meet all our wants.  He 
does desire us to come to Him in prayer...but we 
need to have a pure heart and a desire for His will 
to be done when we present our prayers to Him.   
 
How have you experienced answered prayer in your 
own life?  Has God surprised you in how He an-
swered your prayer?  What have you learned about 
God’s timing in how He answers prayer?   
 
If you have been praying for something/someone 
for a long time, have you gotten discouraged that 
this prayer will not be answered?  What keeps you 
praying for this need over a long period of time?  
(See Hebrews 11:1)   
 
What is the interrelationship of faith and prayer? 
(see Matthew 9:2, 22, 29) 
 
PRAY:  Thank God today for His encouragement 
in your prayer life through this passage.  Ask Him 
to help you develop greater faith in your journey 
with Him, and to help you to stay faithful in your 
prayers over time...knowing that to Him, “a thou-


