
January 16, 2011 
 
READ:  John 14: 1-3  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  There 
have always been skeptics who cast doubt on the 
idea of life after death.  In today’s reading, who is 
speaking?  What authority does Jesus have?  Do 
you think there is another explanation for what 
Jesus is telling the disciples in this passage other 
than that they will live with Him in the afterlife? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Jesus is the author of all life.  
We will continue to have life after our mortal exis-
tence because He has stated that it is so.   
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  How has your be-
lief in a life-after-life developed over your lifetime?  
Have you ever doubted the concept of eternal life?  
Have you given serious thought to what will happen 
after your physical death?  Do your beliefs about 
this issue affect how you live in any particular way?  
If so, in what way? 
 
 
PRAY:  As we begin this series on what heaven is 
like, take time today to lift this before God and ask 
Him to help you grow in your understanding of 
what we can expect in the time after we pass on 
from this world.  If you have a fear about the end of 
life, include that in your prayers, asking for God’s 
peace and loving-kindness to bring you comfort 
about what lies ahead. 
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January 17, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 13:8-12; Hebrews 4:13; 
John 4:23; Luke 20:35-36  
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: These 
passages are descriptive of what our existence will 
be like after our mortal lives have ended.  What are 
some of the things listed here that you are looking 
forward to?  What are any that concern you? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Our mortal lives are as a 
shadow or a poor reflection of the life that is to 
come.  We will give an account for our lives.  We 
shall then know fully that which we only under-
stand partially now.  We will worship in spirit and 
in truth.  
   
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Dallas Willard 
contents that when we pass through death we do 
not lose the world but we see it for the first time as 
it really is.  If that is so, how do you imagine it will 
be different for us?  Do you look forward to 
“knowing fully” (1 Cor. 13:12)?  The spiritual realm 
is the realm of truth, not of distortion.  What do 
you think is distorted in our understanding pres-
ently that we will see in its true form at that time?  
Will this be a good time to ask some of the “why 
God?” questions you’ve wondered about? 
     There is no biblical support for the image of the 
afterlife as being where we float on clouds in a 
dreamlike state of being.  There are some passages 
that use a figure of speech, referring to people who 
have died as  “falling asleep.”  However death is 
different from sleep.  What is your thinking of what 
takes place after we die? 
 
PRAY: Remember when you began to learn about 
the world around you as a child.  It was a time of 
wonder...when you began to understand more 
clearly and put concepts together in your mind.  
Consider that when we die, we will go through an 
amplified version of this process as we begin to 
“know in full.”  Take time today to thank God for 
the coming part of our journey with Him as we pass 
over after our mortal life concludes.  Trust that 
God’s plan for you is wonderful, and full of prom-
ise.

January 18, 2011 
 
READ:   Matthew 10:28; John 8:51; John 11:25-
26; John 14:28; Luke 23:43; Phil. 1:21-23  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  When 
is death, not death?  From what you read in these 
passages, what do you think death looks like “from 
the inside”...from the standpoint of the person who 
has died?  
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  The physical death of the body 
does not affect the life of our soul, which is immor-
tal in nature.  It continues to live on as it transitions 
from one world to the next. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  While the Bible 
tells us clearly that there is a continuation of life 
after our death, what do you think that the actual 
death experience “feels like”?  Do you think that the 
person who has died even realizes that the death 
has occurred?  Do you think there is a pain associ-
ated with death (apart from the injury to the physi-
cal body that may have caused the death)?   
 
What is the role of God’s grace in helping us to 
transition from this present world to the life to 
come? 
 
 
PRAY:  What does it mean to stand on our faith 
when faced with the reality of our coming death?  
Today ask God to give you an extra measure of 
faith to deal with the uncertainties that surround 
the ending of life.   Take comfort in the passages of 
Scripture that speak optimistically about what fol-
lows life for us who are in Christ.  When it comes 
your time, take hold of the hand that Jesus will ex-
tend to you as He welcomes you over into heaven. 
 
 

January 19, 2011 
 
READ:  Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Cor. 15:35-54;  
2 Cor. 5:1-10  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
do these three passages tell us about the body that 
we now have?  About our heavenly bodies?  How 
are they different from each other? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: As “the perishable cannot in-
herit the imperishable,” our earthly bodies will be 
exchanged for an immortal, imperishable, spiritual 
body of glory.  When this takes place at our “death”, 
we will not lose anything but the limitations and 
powers that specifically correspond to our present 
mastery over our body, and to our availability and 
vulnerability to and through it.  Our experience will 
be much clearer, richer, and deeper because it will 
unrestrained by the limitations now imposed upon 
us by our dependence upon our body. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   How do you think 
the exchange of our body will take place?   Will 
there be any physical sensation when this takes 
place?  How do you think our heavenly bodies will 
appear?   
 
In what way do you think your new body will be a 
“spiritual body” (1 Cor. 15:44) 
 
 
PRAY:  Do you know anyone who is struggling 
with end of life issues?  If so, ask God to help give 
you words of comfort and compassion that you may 
extend to this person that will help them with any 
anxieties that they may have.  If they have not 
trusted Christ for their salvation, ask for God’s 
wisdom in how you might address that issue as well. 
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THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

January 20, 2011 
 
READ:  Hebrews 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 13  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Eternal 
life does not start when we physically die...we are in 
it already.  The transition at death merely moves us 
from one phase of our life to another.   For the pur-
poses of today’s meditation, what do you read in 
these passages that helps you understand how we 
might best live our lives before we get to heaven?   
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  We should be growing in our 
ability to draw our direction, strength, and overall 
tone of life from God.  This means that that our 
heart and character should be continually trans-
forming into His likeness. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What can we be 
doing to help the process of growing in Christ-
likeness?  Are there any spiritual disciplines that 
you might consider doing on a deeper level or in a 
new way?   (These could include prayer, Bible read-
ing, solitude, fasting, worship, journaling, etc.)  
Consider trying one or two of these out, either 
starting now, or perhaps for Lent. 
 
In that we all hope to be in heaven someday, what 
do you think you will be doing there that you can 
also be “training for” by doing now in this life? 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God today how you can know Him 
more intimately.  What is it that would help take 
you to the next level in your relationship with Him?   
As you spend some time considering the spiritual 
disciplines outlined above, pray that God will guide 
you in selecting one or two of them to try out for a 
season.  

January 21, 2011 
 
READ:   Luke 16:19-22  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  The 
transition time from physical life to the next phase 
of our life involves a transition.  How did God help 
Lazarus when it was his time to die? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: God’s love and mercy for us will 
be evident in how He helps us transition from our 
present lives to our time in heaven.   
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  How do you think 
that your transition will occur?  Will you see loved 
ones who have gone before you as you cross over?  
Do you think Jesus will be right there to give you a 
welcoming embrace (see Matthew 25:21)?  Will the 
great cloud of witnesses be on hand (see Hebrews 
12:1)? 
 
Are you looking forward to this crossing over ex-
perience with anticipation?  Anxiety?  Hopefulness?  
What are the factors involved that underly your 
emotions on this? 
 
How do you think the transition will go for those 
who have rejected the message of Jesus?   Do you 
know anyone who has not received Christ into their 
lives?  Is there anything you might do to help them 
to know Jesus before it is time for them to make 
this transition? 
 
 
PRAY:  Thank God for what He has revealed 
through His word that gives comfort to your spirit 
about the process of transition from this world to 
the next.  If you have not made a decision to follow 
Jesus Christ at this point in your life, ask God to 
help you understand more about who Jesus during 
this year. 

January 22, 2011 
 
READ:  Rev. 20:6  
  
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Revela-
tion is a difficult book to understand in many 
places.   What do you think it means that those 
who share in the first resurrection will be priests of 
God and of Christ and will reign with him? 
     
 
KEY CONCEPT:  People who have placed their 
trust in Christ for their salvation will be welcomed 
into heaven and will serve there alongside other 
believers through eternity.  We have a destiny of 
creative activity with Jesus in the many mansions of 
his Father’s house. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: What do you think 
it will be like in the afterlife?  Will there be a sense 
of geography that is anything like what we now 
experience?  What opportunities do you think Jesus 
will give you to occupy your time?  Are you looking 
forward to taking on the responsibilities that you 
will be given to “reign with him”?   
 
 
PRAY:  Pondering our existence in the hereafter is 
both interesting and difficult.  Thank God today 
for whatever plans He may have for you in that 
future time and place...and ask Him to help you 
prepare for whatever responsibilities He may be 
planning to give you at that time. 


