
January 23, 2011 
 
READ:  Hebrews 2: 14-15; 1 Corinthians 15:55  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What is 
the power of death that is referenced here?  What is 
the slavery that the writer of Hebrews refers to?  In 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, what is being 
shared here?  In essence, what is he saying? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  There is no need for death to 
hold the power of fear over us, as Jesus Christ’s 
atoning death on our behalf gives us hope for what 
lies beyond our mortal lives. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Do you presently 
fear death, or have you feared it in the past?  What 
was the essence of that fear (your destination after 
this life, the manner of your death, being alone or 
not seeing loved ones, etc.).  If your outlook on 
death has changed, what caused it to change?  Do 
you base your expectations on what happens after 
death on anything in particular?  What part in 
those thoughts does the Bible play? 
 
 
PRAY:  Fear, whether of death or anything else, is 
not an emotion that God wants to cripple your life.  
1 Timothy 1:7 tells us that God has not given us a 
spirit of fear.  He has also revealed to us (John 14: 
1-6) that those who have trusted in Jesus have a 
wonderful destiny after this life.  Take time today 
to read these Scriptures, then lift up any fears you 
may have about death to the Lord in prayer and 
seek His comfort.  As He brings you that comfort, 
thank Him for His love and care for you. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

January 24, 2011 
 
READ: Colossians 3:1-2; Hebrews 11:16  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What is 
Paul encouraging in his letter to the Colossians?  
Why do you think he is giving them this direction?  
You may wish to read the context of the Hebrews 
verse to learn whom the writer is speaking about 
(the saints).  Why were they longing for heaven?  
Does it appear from this verse that God was dis-
pleased that their focus was on heaven? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God wants us to be thinking 
about what lies ahead of us.  It is not wrong, or fu-
tile, to do so. 
 
   
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Have you given 
much thought to the idea of Heaven?  Why do you 
think that God revealed glimpses of heaven to us in 
Scripture?  Why do you think he wants us to spend 
time considering heaven?  Does your consideration 
that there is a heaven make any difference in how 
you live in the present reality of your life?  Should 
it? 
 
PRAY: Thank God today for His word, and that 
He has encourages us to ponder what lies before us 
in the realm of heaven.  Ask God to speak to your 
heart about the relationship of the world to come 
and your own life in the present.  Ask Him to show 
you what difference it makes that there is some-
thing that follows our mortal lives. 

January 25, 2011 
 
READ:   Luke 15:3-7 (emphasis v. 7); Hebrews 
12:1-3  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What is 
Jesus talking about in this parable?  Who are those 
who are rejoicing in heaven as the sinner repents?   
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  This verse (and a number of 
others) sets up the possibility that those who have 
died and have gone to heaven are aware of what is 
happening on the earth. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Do you, as this 
passage may suggest, think that those who are in 
heaven are able to witness what takes place on 
earth?  If that is true what does that imply about 
your own visibility to those who have passed on (see 
Hebrews 12:1-3)?  Does the idea that you are being 
observed by those you will someday be with
(including God) cause you to think differently 
about how you are living your life?   
 
 
PRAY:  Today ponder the idea that everywhere 
you go, you are being observed by the “great cloud 
of witnesses” who are cheering you on in the strug-
gles of your life.  Ask God to make this a tangible 
encouragement to you, much as a runner who is 
flagging draws strength from the encouraging words 
of the crowd around them.  As you experience re-
freshment in your spirit, give thanks to God for yet 
another blessing of His love and grace. 
 
 
 

January 26, 2011 
 
READ:  1 Thess. 4:13-14, 18 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What is 
Paul’s purpose in explaining what has happened 
and is to come in these verses?  Why does Paul tell 
us not to grieve  like the rest of mankind?   
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: The Bible gives us assurance 
that the parting from our loved ones who are in 
Christ is only a temporary parting.  We have not 
lost them, because we know where they are, experi-
encing the joy of being Christ’s presence. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   How has your 
understanding of what happens after a person dies 
evolved over your lifetime?  Was there a time when 
you believed that this life is all that there is?  What 
was it that caused your thinking to change on this?  
Have you personally lost a loved one and gone 
through the grieving process?  What was it that 
gave you hope and encouragement at that time.  
Does the Bible bring comfort to you in these mat-
ters?   
 
 
PRAY:  God, in his love and mercy, has given us 
the books of the Bible to help us see, albeit imper-
fectly, into what lies beyond death.  This can give us 
comfort, as well as a motivation to desire reconcilia-
tion of our loved ones with God while they are liv-
ing.  Today thank God for the light He sheds that 
brings us comfort, as well as praying for those who 
have not yet trusted in Christ as their savior. 
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THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

January 27, 2011 
 
READ:  Luke 23: 39-43  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  This 
well known scene from Golgotha features Jesus 
giving a word of hope for one of the men crucified 
next to him.  How do you understand what Jesus is 
telling this man?  What is the meaning of “today” in 
this verse?  What does He mean by “paradise”? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  At the moment of one’s death, 
those who are in Christ will be in His presence in 
what is known theologically as the intermediate 
heaven.  In the Septuagint (the Greek translation of 
the Old Testament), the Greek word for paradise is 
used to describe the Garden of Eden.  Later, para-
dise became the word to describe the eternal state of 
the righteous, and to a lesser extent, the intermedi-
ate heaven.* 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What comfort does 
this passage convey to you when you contemplate 
the death of a loved one, or your own eventual pass-
ing?  Does the timetable (“today”) agree with what 
you always thought would happen when a person 
dies?  Do any other questions come to mind about 
the sequence of events at death that have not yet 
been answered for you? 
 
 
PRAY:  God’s grace is shown in this passage, both 
in extending forgiveness to the man next to him as 
well as providing him a very real comforting assur-
ance at that time.  This glimpse also extends His 
grace to us in knowing what to expect at the time of 
death.  In your time with God today share with 
Him your reaction to His grace and love which is 
revealed in this passage from Luke’s gospel. 
 
*From Heaven, by Randy Alcorn.  Page 55. 

January 28, 2011 
 
READ:   Acts 7: 54-59  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  You 
may wish to read the whole context of this passage, 
which starts at Acts 6:8.  What is happening to 
Stephen in this passage?  Why do you think he was 
able to see into heaven just prior to his death?  
What is Stephen’s expectation of what will happen 
momentarily?  How does Stephen’s last words mir-
ror the grace and forgiveness of Jesus (see Luke 
23:34)? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Jesus provided comfort to 
Stephen in his moment of trial by means of a super-
natural vision.  Stephen was assured that the Lord 
was with him...and that he would be with Jesus at 
the time of his death. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  This passage helps 
us to see the immediacy of the Lord’s presence upon 
the passing of those who are in Christ.   It is not 
uncommon for those who are the brink of death to 
say things that reveal to others who are in the room 
that they are seeing into another dimension beyond 
our own.  Why do you think that this experience 
occurs for some people?  Does it give you comfort 
to know that this happens?  What do you think 
that people are experiencing in these transition mo-
ments? 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Transition between our mortal lives and 
the life to come is sacred ground.  Thank the Lord 
for how He provides people with tenderness while 
they have a foot in both worlds which helps them in 
transition.  If you know of anyone who is on the 
doorstep of passing on, lift up a special prayer for 
them today for God’s comfort and peace. 

January 29, 2011 
 
READ:  2 Cor. 5: 1-5  
  
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:    What 
is Paul speaking about  when he refers to the 
“earthly tent”?  What is the “heavenly dwelling”?  
What does the Holy Spirit in us provide? 
  
KEY CONCEPT:  Our imperfect mortal bodies 
will be replaced with perfect eternal bodies in 
heaven.   
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Do you think that 
we will receive a heavenly body during our time in 
the intermediate heaven, or will that wait until the 
resurrection?  What do you think your heavenly 
body will look like?  Are there any specific aspects 
of your mortal body that you are looking forward to 
having replaced by a perfected body?  Does the 
promise of a heavenly body bring a sense of expecta-
tion and joy to you? 
 
The Bible tells us that everything about heaven is so 
much better than what we find in our present exis-
tence.  There will be no corruption or sin to stain 
the creation in heaven.  Your heavenly body will be 
an intimate example of God’s perfection and will be 
a wonderful gift to you.  Spend some time today 
thinking about this marvelous “heavenly dwelling” 
that God will provide you when the time comes.  
Don’t forget to thank Him for the plans He has in 
store to bless you. 
 
PRAY:  The Bible tells us that everything about 
heaven is so much better than what we find in our 
present existence.  There will be no corruption or 
sin to stain the creation in heaven.  Your heavenly 
body will be an intimate example of God’s perfec-
tion and will be a wonderful gift to you.  Spend 
some time today thinking about this marvelous 
“heavenly dwelling” that God will provide you when 
the time comes.  Don’t forget to thank Him for the 
plans He has in store to bless you. 


