
February 6, 2011 
 
READ:  John 14:1-3  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What is 
the context of this brief passage?  (Why are the 
disciples troubled?)  What is Jesus trying to explain 
to the disciples?  What does He mean by a house 
with rooms?   
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Upon our death, Jesus has pro-
vided space for each of his followers.  We are to rest 
comfortably that our physical space needs are being 
taken care of. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Dorothy said 
“There’s no place like home.” Why is “home” so 
important to us?  Do you gain a sense of security 
and peace when you are in your home?  Have you 
been anxious about where “home” will be after your 
physical death?  Do you like a small cozy space or a 
large wide-open space to call home?  How do you 
think God will provide for your preferences in his 
“house with many rooms?”   
 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Much like a parent will comfort a child 
with words that assure them that their future is  
secure, Jesus wants us to be comforted in knowing 
that our eternal destiny is being prepared personally 
for us.  Take time in prayer today to let God know 
how much you appreciate that He is caring for us in 
the present as well as preparing for our future. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

February 7, 2011 
 
READ: Ephesians 1:7-10  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What is 
it that Paul promises we have through the shed 
blood of Jesus?  What is the “mystery of God’s 
will”?  What does it mean to have the unity of all 
things in heaven and earth under Christ?  Is this 
possible in the world today, or must it wait until the 
second coming of Christ?   
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Sin has sown disorder, chaos, 
and decay within God’s creation.  It is God’s plan to 
restore the unity of all things under the reign of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
   
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  When you pray the 
Lord’s prayer, you say “Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  How does 
that prayer relate to the passage you read in Ephe-
sians?     Read Jesus’ prayer in John 17:20-24.  How 
is this prayer an extension of the theme of unity 
from the Ephesians' passage?  How can your life be 
a partial answer to the section of the Lord’s prayer 
mentioned above and Jesus’ prayer for the unity of 
believers. 
 
 
 
PRAY: Think of the joy and peace you experience 
when everyone in your family is in one accord for a 
season of time.  The harmony is a reflection of what 
God’s perfect plan for the creation has always been 
and will be again in the future.  Pray today that you 
might be an agent of unity within the circles you 
live...at home, work, community.  Ask God to give 
you the wisdom see where you can reflect His heal-
ing touch to help restore unity where it has been 
fractured. 

February 8, 2011 
 
READ:   Psalm 39: 4-5  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Why 
do you think the psalmist asks God to number his 
days for him?  What is the sense of the length of 
our lives from David’s perspective in this psalm?  
What is the value of health and wealth in the con-
text of our physical lifespan? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Our mortal lives are very short.  
The reality of our death and what lies beyond is 
closer than we often give thought to. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  When you were 
young, did life seem to stretch out forever ahead of 
you?  What has happened to your sense of time as 
you have grown older?  Do you consider your an-
ticipated remaining years of life very often?  Does 
the thought of your death and what lies beyond give 
you a sense of anticipation or foreboding?  Do you 
have a desire to live a life of greater significance with 
the years you have remaining than perhaps you used 
to?  What are you doing with the gift of time that 
God is giving you? 
 
 
PRAY:  We are given “three score and ten” or 
thereabouts on this side of eternity.  Thank God 
today for this wonderful gift, and ask Him today 
how you might use these fleeting days to bring Him 
pleasure.  As you do His will, He will give you His 
pleasure in wonderful ways! 
 
 
 

February 9, 2011 
 
READ:  Colossians 3:1-4  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
does it mean to be raised with Christ?  How is it 
that we can set our hearts on “things above”?   
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  If we have been cleansed of our 
sin through the forgiveness of Christ, we ought to 
set our priorities on those things which honor God 
and not just serve to satisfy our worldly desires. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   Do you under-
stand the symbolism in baptism of being sent under 
the water and then being raised up out of it as it 
relates to dying in our sin and being raised with 
Christ?  Can  we seek to serve God’s purposes 
(setting our minds on things above) while still en-
joying the things of our earthly existence without 
guilt?   (i.e. What does it mean to enjoy earthly 
things without making them our priority in 
life...such as the pursuit of wealth, power, fame, 
etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY:  An important part of life is in setting our 
priorities.  God wants us to enjoy the creation that 
He has made, and not to feel guilty about that en-
joyment.  However we can pursue personal pleasure 
and gain to an unhealthy level, in essence putting it 
ahead of God and His priorities in our lives.  Pray 
for God to help you see clearly where you may have 
overstepped and have begun to “worship the crea-
tion”...your personal pleasures...rather than pursing 
He who is your Creator. 
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THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

February 10, 2011 
 
READ:  2 Kings 6:8-17  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What is 
happening in this passage?  What did Elisha realize 
that he prayed to be revealed to his servant?  What 
might this indicate about the location of the present 
heaven (or intermediate state)?   
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  It can be argued that these 
horses and chariots with angelic warriors exist be-
side us in our universe but we are normally blind to 
them.  Or they be in another universe that opens up 
into ours so that angelic beings can move between 
universes.  The point being that we should not as-
sume that the Bible describes heaven in physical 
ways merely to accommodate us.  It is fully possible 
that the present heaven is a physical realm.* 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  When the Bible 
talks about a “cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1), 
do you think that it is possible these are people who 
are living in the present heaven in our midst that are 
invisible to us?  Do you draw strength from the fact 
that heaven’s presence may be so very close at hand?  
What do you think of the concept of a material 
(physical) heaven?  Would you rather it be without 
substance?  What is the reason for your answer? 
 
 
PRAY:  Whether Alcorn’s speculation is correct or 
not, the fact remains that God’s presence in our 
world is evidenced by the historical record of Jesus’ 
life on Earth and the witness of the Holy Spirit in 
the lives of believers.  Thank God today for the level 
of intimacy with which He joins us on our journey.  
He knows your thoughts, hears your prayers, and 
provides for your needs in ways seen and unseen. 
 
 

February 11, 2011 
 
READ:   2 Kings 2:11; Hebrews 8:5; Revelation 
7:9; 8:6, 13; 15:8; 19:14  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  As you 
read these passages, make note of the things of 
heaven that have a counterpart in our world.   
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Heaven is written about in a 
context of physicality, with matter and substance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  People wearing 
robes, holding branches.  Angels with trumpets.  
Eagles flying in the air.  A temple filled with smoke.  
Horses.  In what way do these images affect the way 
in which you are conceiving what the present 
heaven (intermediate state) will be like?  What as-
pects of our present existence are you hopeful will 
have a heavenly counterpart?  How do you think a 
physical present heaven may be different from the 
current physical world you are living in?  
 
 
PRAY:  Pick a psalm of thanksgiving today and 
pray it to the Lord.  Speak His word back to him 
with a glad and joyful heart.  

February 12, 2011 
 
READ:  Matthew 6:19-21  
  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:      How 
does this passage describe the vulnerable nature of 
our earthly belongings?  What is the nature of our 
possessions in heaven?  How can we “send our 
treasure on ahead” to heaven?  What might be the 
consequence to our present treasure store if we seek 
to store up in heaven? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Eternal treasures never lose 
their worth. They can never be spoiled or stolen. 
We can stockpile them through acts of service, by 
leading others to Jesus, by being compassionate to 
those in need and by living according to the will and 
ways of Jesus.  
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Missionary Jim 
Elliot wrote in his journal “He is no fool who gives 
what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot 
lose.”  What does this mean to you?  Do you have a 
desire to sacrifice present material goods & comfort 
in ways that will bring glory to God and bring you 
blessings in the life to come in heaven?  How could 
you do this?  Can you identify one or two ways 
right now that would get you started in that direc-
tion? 
 
 
PRAY:  God is joyful when we turn our thoughts 
outward toward the needs of others.  Pray that He 
might guide you to ways in which you can store up 
treasure in heaven.  Stay alert to opportunities that 
you can be of service to Him in your present situa-
tion. 


