
February 20, 2011 
 
READ:  Joshua 24: 1-15  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What is 
taking place in this passage?  What actions are re-
counted in verses 1-13 regarding what God has 
done for the Israelites? What is Joshua admonish-
ing his people to do in verses 14-15?  What is the 
choice that Joshua puts before the people? 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Just as God gave Adam and Eve 
the freedom to choose to obey or disobey Him, so 
He gives the Israelites the same choice as they re-
new their covenant with Him.  He gives each of us 
the freedom to choose as well.  Our choices have 
consequences. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What were the 
consequences of Adam & Eve’s choice (see Genesis 
3:14-24).  From your knowledge of the Old Testa-
ment, did the Israelites stay true to the covenant 
they affirmed in Joshua 24: 16-18?  What were the 
consequences of their choices?  How does today’s 
reading apply to you personally?  Where have you 
sensed God asking you to choose?  Have you cho-
sen well?  What regrets do you have regarding the 
choices you’ve made?  What consequences (good or 
bad) have you experienced as a result of your 
choices? 
 
PRAY:  The cry of the human heart is for justice to 
be done in the face of injustice.  However if that is 
our true desire, we need to know that our sin will 
also be subject to judgment.  Take time today to 
ponder this dilemma with God.  Consider the inter-
play between justice and mercy, and how it relates 
to your own life.  Ask God to speak to you through-
out the coming week about this matter. 
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February 21, 2011 
 
READ: Isaiah 59:2; Romans 3:23-24  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
common thread unites these two passages?  What is 
the state of man vs. the state of God?  In Isaiah, 
what is the result of our sin?  How has sin created a 
rift in our relationship with God?  What does the 
Romans passage add to our condition that gives 
hope?   
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  The sin of men and women 
separate them from a holy God.  The grace of God 
gives us an answer to our sin through His son, Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 
   
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Can you live well 
enough in your own strength to satisfy the holiness 
requirement of God?  What is the impact of our 
separation from God?  Have you felt a restoration 
of relationship with God?  If not, is there anything 
you think God wants you to do right now to restore 
your relationship with Him?  If that relationship is 
not restored...if our sin is not redeemed by Jesus, 
how do you think that will impact you after your 
death?   
 
 
PRAY: Take time today to consider your life and 
how it relates to God.  Ask God to give clarity to 
your understanding of where you and He are at this 
point in time.  If you sense that all is not right be-
tween you and God, ask Him to help you under-
stand what can be done about that to restore rela-
tionship. 

February 22, 2011 
 
READ:   Matthew 25:31-46; Rev. 20:11-15; Mat-
thew 13:24-30, 36-43  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
common theme unites these three passages?  What 
are the characteristics of hell as seen in these pas-
sages?  What is the process by which one finds 
themselves in hell?   
 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  The concept of an eternal exis-
tence living apart from God...hell...is a biblical real-
ity. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What was your 
conception of what hell is like when you were a 
child?  What is your understanding now? What has 
influenced the evolution/refinement of your under-
standing of hell?  Do you think of hell as a literal 
lake of fire as written of in Revelation, or as some-
thing different?  How has last weekend’s sermon 
influenced your thinking on this subject?  What 
difference does the reality of hell make in how you 
live your life? 
 
 
 
PRAY:  The idea of hell is not pleasant, and we 
normally do not spend much time dwelling on it for 
good reason.  However avoiding the reality of what 
Scripture teaches does not make it go away.  Today 
pray that God would help you to have an accurate 
understanding of hell, and of what eternal life with 
or without God would mean.     
 
 
 

February 23, 2011 
 
READ:  Matthew 22:1-14  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What is 
Jesus getting at when he uses the parable of the 
wedding banquet?  Why did people refuse the invi-
tation of the king?  What was the consequence to 
the man who appeared at the wedding without 
wedding clothes?  How would you interpret what 
“wedding clothes” means from the standpoint of 
being admitted to heaven (the wedding banquet)? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: God freely offers us admittance 
to heaven through his son, Jesus Christ.  It is an 
offer we can refuse, but we will bear the conse-
quences of that decision. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   How does this 
parable equate to the reasons that people give for 
refusing the gift of salvation that is offered to us?  
Why do people resist the grace of God that is freely 
given through Jesus Christ?  What is the interpreta-
tion of verse 13 for those who refuse God’s invita-
tion? 
 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Life is busy.  As in this parable, we can get 
so tied up with work, play, raising families, etc. that 
we cannot hear God’s voice inviting us to His ban-
quet.  Take time this week to slow down and spend 
some quiet moments with the Lord.  Thank Him 
for His loving invitation.  Receive it with a gratitude 
that is demonstrated through a transformed life 
that honors Him. 
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THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

February 24, 2011 
 
READ:  Mark 8:34-38  
 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Think 
through what the following phrases mean and their 
implications in your life: Deny  yourself. Take up 
your cross.  Follow Jesus. Saving your life only to 
lose it.  Losing your life for Jesus and for the gospel. 
Forfeiting your soul.  Being ashamed of Jesus and 
His words.  Having Jesus be ashamed of you. 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  If we live for ourselves in this 
life, we will forfeit heaven for eternity.  Living for 
Jesus in this life is a temporary sacrifice with ever-
lasting rewards in heaven. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  How were you 
putting yourself into the passage above?  Can you 
see where you have denied yourself to follow Jesus?  
What does it mean that Jesus has bought your life 
with a price (see 1 Corinthians 6:19-20)?  Have you 
considered the cost of forfeiting your soul?  What is 
the source of your response to God?  Is it a fear of 
hell, or a love for God and a desire to honor Him? 
Have you experienced having a parent be ashamed 
of you when you were a child?  How does that feel-
ing translate to Jesus being ashamed of you in 
heaven?    
 
 
PRAY:  God does not want to use a carrot/stick 
approach to bring you to heaven.  His greatest de-
sire is for you to love Him and desire a relationship 
with Him.  His love for you was borne out on the 
cross.  Your love for Him is borne out in how you 
live in response to what Jesus did.  Take time today 
to thank God for His great sacrifice.  Offer Him 
the sacrifice of losing your life  (serving Him) in 
return. 

February 25, 2011 
 
READ:   Matthew 7:13-14; Luke 13:22-30; Mat-
thew 7:21-23; John 14:23-24 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
do you make of the wide and narrow gates?  What 
is Jesus talking about?  Why do you think the gate 
is small and the road narrow that leads to life?  
Does that mean that God only allows a certain 
number of people in...or rather that only a small 
number of people choose to take that road?  Why 
does Jesus say in Luke that many people will try to 
enter but will not be able to?  Why does He say He 
does not know them? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: The narrow gate to heaven ad-
mits all who will call upon Jesus for their salvation 
and live a life of obedience to Him.  The choice is 
ours to make. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Read Luke 13:25-
27 again and compare it with Matthew 7:21-23.  
What is the difference between “doing good things” 
and living for God’s glory?  Do you see the correla-
tion between what Jesus says in John 14:23-24 and 
entering through the narrow gate?  What do you 
suppose is the destination of people who choose the 
wide gate and broad road?  Which road are you on 
presently?  What is its destination? 
 
 
PRAY:  Life is made up of choices.  Jesus tells us 
that to follow Him we must take up our cross.  Liv-
ing for Jesus entails making sacrificial decisions in 
our lives that honor Him.  He desires that we love 
our neighbors.  How are you doing with this?  If 
you are having difficulty living a God honoring life, 
take time today to ask Him to help you to live for 
Him...and to help you walk the narrow road to 
enter the small gate. 

February 26, 2011 
 
READ:  James 4:13-14; 2 Corinthians 6:1-2  
  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:     What 
aspects of life are pictured in James?  What do we 
know for certain about tomorrow?  How long will 
we have to take care of what is truly important in 
life?  When does Paul say is the day of salvation? 
  
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  We don’t know how much time 
is allotted to us in life.  A wise person will not  put 
off getting right with God until “tomorrow,” as we 
may only have today. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Are you a procrasti-
nator?  What are the things that you typically put 
off?  Why do you put things off that you can easily 
get done today?  Have you made arrangements for 
your funeral yet?  If not, is it because you don’t want 
to think about death?  Even more important, have 
you taken time to reconcile with God yet?  If not, 
why not?  Do you think you have a lot of time to do 
that?  Re-read the James passage and consider how 
that applies to your life. 
 
 
PRAY:  Procrastination in your decision about 
Jesus is a decision to live apart from God.  You may 
not see the immediate affect of that, but it will have 
an eternal impact if your days are cut short before 
you come to Him with a repentant heart.  Take 
time this week...even today...to consider what you 
have learned about the reality of hell and an eternal 
life of separation from God.  When you are ready, 
come before God to confess your sin and receive 
His son as your Savior. 


