
March 6, 2011 
 
READ:  Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:2;  
                Matthew 7:21-23  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:   
According to Romans 3 and Isaiah 59, how wide-
spread is sin within the human race, and what is the 
effect of that sin?  In Matthew 7, what mispercep-
tion were some people under that Jesus tried to 
correct? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Ever since the fall of Adam, 
mankind has been dealing with sin...it separates us 
from him.  Our religious activities (outward acts of 
righteousness) are not adequate to earn us a place in 
heaven. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Most people con-
sider themselves good people.  However hard we 
try, it is impossible to live a perfect and sinless life.  
Think for awhile of your own life.  In what ways 
have you said words or done things that you know 
have been hurtful and wrong?  Do you have any 
unconfessed sin in your heart?  Do you sense that 
this has created a separation or void between you 
and God?  Does that concern you?  What have you 
done (or are you planning to do) about it? 
 
 
PRAY:  Take time today to get away to a quiet 
place.  Ask God to help you perceive and under-
stand your own sin.  Give yourself at least 10-15 
minutes (more if possible) to listen for how God 
will answer that prayer by bringing things to your 
mind.  As He reminds you of past words and deeds, 
thank Him for this.  Consider how these sins have 
created disruption in your life and the lives of oth-
ers.  As you are ready, confess these to God and ask 
His forgiveness. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

March 7, 2011 
 
READ: Proverbs 14:12; Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 
2:1-3; Matthew 10:28 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
does the Bible tell us we earn in return for the sin 
we do?  What does Proverbs tell us about how we 
look at the ways of our life...and what is the result 
of that misperception?  Who is the “ruler of the 
kingdom of the air” in Ephesians 2? What is meant 
in Matthew 10 about killing the body and the soul? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  The penalty of the sin in our 
life is spiritual death  
   
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Why do you 
think the God penalizes sin so heavily?  What are 
some of the things you used to think were okay to 
do but now you now see them differently?  Do you 
ever wonder what the impact of the choices you 
make in your life will be after your death?  Do you 
think you can make up for the sin you have in your 
life?  If so, how?  How does that align with what the 
Bible tells us? 
 
 
 
PRAY: Recall the sin that the Lord brought to 
your mind yesterday.  If you have not yet confessed 
these to God, do so now.  If you have confessed 
them, take a moment to ask God for His forgive-
ness for the mistakes and willful choices you have 
made in your life. 

March 8, 2011 
 
READ:   John 15:13; Romans 5:8; Hebrews 2:14-
18; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Acts 4:12; Titus 3:3-7 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  How 
does Jesus’ teaching in John 15 relate to what He 
did in Romans 5:8?  What was the purpose of Jesus’ 
death as seen in Hebrews 2:17 and 2 Corinthians 
5:21? According to Titus 3:5, why did Jesus die for 
us?  From Acts 4:12, what is the uniqueness about 
Jesus Christ as it relates to our salvation? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Jesus has paid the price for our 
sin out of His love and mercy for us.  His death 
provides atonement for our sin for which we de-
serve death. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Are you comfort-
able receiving help from others, or do you feel you 
have to “pull up your own bootstraps” in everything 
about life?  Can you do enough on your own to pull 
yourself out of sin?   Do you think that you deserve 
the act of selfless love that Jesus did in allowing 
Himself to be crucified to pay for your sin?  How 
does that make you feel about Jesus?  How do you 
feel about yourself having been given this amazing 
gift?   
 
 
PRAY:  Allow yourself time to ponder what or 
who is so precious to you that you would die for it/
them.  Take time today to thank God for the amaz-
ing act of sacrificial love that Jesus did on your be-
half.  Ponder the depth of His love for you.   
 
 
 

March 9, 2011 
 
READ:  Proverbs 28:13; 1 John 1:9; Romans 
6:23b; Hebrews 4:15-16; Ephesians 2:8-9;  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
does Proverbs have to tell us about the effectiveness 
of trying to conceal our sin?  Add in 1 John - what is 
the impact of bringing our sin before God in confes-
sion?  What does eternal life cost us according to 
Romans 6?  What does the writer of Hebrews tell 
us about how we can approach God, thanks to what 
Jesus has done for us?  According to Ephesians, 
how effective is our effort to earn salvation? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Our salvation is a free gift of 
God’s grace.  We can do nothing to earn it...but we 
must willingly receive it through faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   What good is a 
gift that is never opened?  Can you use the gift?  
Can you appreciate it fully?  How would you feel 
toward a person to whom you gave a very expensive 
gift who never used it and/or trivialized its value?  
How do you think God feels about those who re-
fuse to accept His gift of salvation that cost Him 
the life of His son?   
 
 
PRAY:  If you have never received the gift of Jesus 
Christ to be your Savior, spend time talking with 
God about it.  Tell Him why you haven’t “opened” 
this most precious and costly gift and ask Him any 
questions that relate to why you haven’t asked Jesus 
into your heart.  Listen for His answers... 
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THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

March 10, 2011 
 
READ:  Romans 10: 9-10, 13; John 3:1-21; 1 John 
5:11-13; John 14:1-6 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
is the amazing, good news from Romans?  Why 
does Nicodemus have difficulty understanding 
what Jesus is telling him in John 3 (see verse 4)?   
How does Jesus explain the answer in John 3:16-
17? In 1 John 5, we are presented with a 
choice...what is it?  What is the assurance that pas-
sage gives us?  What is exclusive about Jesus that he 
tells about in John 14? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  The forgiveness of our sin and 
our salvation is found nowhere other than in Jesus 
Christ.  We are explicitly told this so that we no 
longer have to wonder or worry about our future. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Think back over 
your life...what are the various thoughts you have 
had up until now about what your eternal destiny 
was going to be?  Have you ever had the gospel 
clearly explained to you before, or are these Scrip-
tures a surprise and revelation to you?  What ques-
tions do you have about what these passages prom-
ise us?  Is there any reason that you do not trust the 
truth of what the Bible proclaims to us here? 
 
 
PRAY:  Some people have difficulty trusting...often 
due to having been hurt by people they have 
trusted.  Know that God will never lie to you...He’s 
incapable of lying because He is holy and sinless.  
The Bible is God’s love letter to you...and He wants 
you to receive His most precious gift...eternal life in 
heaven.  If you still have not asked Jesus in to your 
heart as your Savior, continue to bring this before 
God and ask for Him to help you trust in what the 
Bible says to be true. 

March 11, 2011 
 
READ:   Acts 8:26-38  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
happened when Philip observed the man reading 
from the Scripture?  How is God able to use Philip 
to help spread the gospel message?  The passage 
implies (and some manuscripts say in v. 37) that the 
Ethiopian believed what Philip told him about Jesus 
and put his trust in Christ.  What happened next?  
Why is baptism an important ritual? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: The Bible tells us that being 
baptized is important as a way to publicly proclaim 
that we have died to our sin and are washed clean 
by the grace of God through our faith in Jesus. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Why is it impor-
tant to have a public declaration of our faith deci-
sion (review Romans 10:9-10) through baptism?  If 
you can remember your baptism, what did that act 
mean to you?  If you have placed your faith in Jesus 
as Savior but have not yet been baptized, why not?   
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY:  This weekend at McLane (Edinboro) we 
will be having a baptism service for all who have 
made a decision for Jesus.  Consider participating in 
this service if you have not yet been baptized.  If you 
have been baptized, spend time today with God 
remembering the significance of that experience, 
and allow God to refresh or rekindle your “first 
love” for Him...that time when you first understood 
the breadth of His love for you. 
 

March 12, 2011 
 
READ:  2 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 4:12; Phi-
lippians 4:6; Colossians 4:2; Hebrews 10:24-24 
  
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:    To-
day’s readings involve what are known as spiritual 
disciplines.  Which ones are specifically mentioned 
here?  Why do you think it is important for Chris-
tians to incorporate them into our lives?  Which 
ones are you presently doing...and which ones 
would you like to make a part of your spiritual jour-
ney?  
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Spiritual disciplines help us to 
connect more closely to God.  He is able to give us 
valuable guidance and understanding (wisdom) as 
we place ourselves in contexts where He has prom-
ised to meet us.  Some of them include prayer, wor-
ship, and reading the Bible  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: How have you 
experienced God’s presence as you have been in-
volved in these disciplines?  Has it made a differ-
ence in your relationship with Him?  Might you 
consider adding to your individual experience of 
these disciplines through a group Bible study (i.e. 
small group), or a prayer group (i.e. Pray 2:30 
team)?  What added dimensions do you think these 
would bring into your life? 
 
 
PRAY:  God does not hide from us.  He invites us 
to join Him in these disciplines...places where we 
can hear from Him and share our innermost 
thoughts and concerns with Him.  Thank Him 
today for being a personal God who desires our 
company in these ways. 
 


