
March 20, 2011 
 
READ:  Matthew 10:28; John 8:51; John 11:25-
26; John 14:28; Luke 23:43; Phil. 1:21-23  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  When 
is death, not death?  From what you read in these 
passages, what do you think death looks like “from 
the inside”...from the standpoint of the person who 
has died?  
 
 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  The physical death of the body 
does not affect the life of our soul, which is immor-
tal in nature.  It continues to live on as it transitions 
from one world to the next. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  While the Bible 
tells us clearly that there is a continuation of life 
after our death, what do you think that the actual 
death experience “feels like”?  Do you think that the 
person who has died even realizes that the death 
has occurred?  Do you think there is a pain associ-
ated with death (apart from the injury to the physi-
cal body that may have caused the death)?   
 
What is the role of God’s grace in helping us to 
transition from this present world to the life to 
come? 
 
 
PRAY:  What does it mean to stand on our faith 
when faced with the reality of our coming death?  
Today ask God to give you an extra measure of 
faith to deal with the uncertainties that surround 
the ending of life.   Take comfort in the passages of 
Scripture that speak optimistically about what fol-
lows life for us who are in Christ.  When it comes 
your time, take hold of the hand that Jesus will ex-
tend to you as He welcomes you over into heaven. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

March 21, 2011 
 
READ: Hebrews 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 13 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Eter-
nal life does not start when we physically die...we 
are in it already.  The transition at death merely 
moves us from one phase of our life to another.   
For the purposes of today’s meditation, what do 
you read in these passages that helps you under-
stand how we might best live our lives before we get 
to heaven?   
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  We should be growing in our 
ability to draw our direction, strength, and overall 
tone of life from God.  This means that that our 
heart and character should be continually trans-
forming into His likeness. 
 
   
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What can we be 
doing to help the process of growing in Christ-
likeness?  Are there any spiritual disciplines that 
you might consider doing on a deeper level or in a 
new way?   (These could include prayer, Bible read-
ing, solitude, fasting, worship, journaling, etc.)  
Consider trying one or two of these out, either 
starting now, or perhaps for Lent. 
 
In that we all hope to be in heaven someday, what 
do you think you will be doing there that you can 
also be “training for” by doing now in this life? 
 
 
PRAY: Ask God today how you can know Him 
more intimately.  What is it that would help take 
you to the next level in your relationship with Him?   
As you spend some time considering the spiritual 
disciplines outlined above, pray that God will guide 
you in selecting one or two of them to try out for a 
season.  

March 22, 2011 
 
READ:   1 Thess. 4:13-14, 18 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
is Paul’s purpose in explaining what has happened 
and is to come in these verses?  Why does Paul tell 
us not to grieve  like the rest of mankind?   
 
 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  The Bible gives us assurance 
that the parting from our loved ones who are in 
Christ is only a temporary parting.  We have not 
lost them, because we know where they are, experi-
encing the joy of being Christ’s presence. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  How has your 
understanding of what happens after a person dies 
evolved over your lifetime?  Was there a time when 
you believed that this life is all that there is?  What 
was it that caused your thinking to change on this?  
Have you personally lost a loved one and gone 
through the grieving process?  What was it that 
gave you hope and encouragement at that time.  
Does the Bible bring comfort to you in these mat-
ters?   
 
 
PRAY:  God, in his love and mercy, has given us 
the books of the Bible to help us see, albeit imper-
fectly, into what lies beyond death.  This can give us 
comfort, as well as a motivation to desire reconcilia-
tion of our loved ones with God while they are liv-
ing.  Today thank God for the light He sheds that 
brings us comfort, as well as praying for those who 
have not yet trusted in Christ as their savior. 
 
 
 

March 23, 2011 
 
READ:  2 Cor. 5: 1-5  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
is Paul speaking about  when he refers to the 
“earthly tent”?  What is the “heavenly dwelling”?  
What does the Holy Spirit in us provide? 
 
 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Our imperfect mortal bodies 
will be replaced with perfect eternal bodies in 
heaven.   
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   :Do you think 
that we will receive a heavenly body during our time 
in the intermediate heaven, or will that wait until 
the resurrection?  What do you think your heavenly 
body will look like?  Are there any specific aspects 
of your mortal body that you are looking forward to 
having replaced by a perfected body?  Does the 
promise of a heavenly body bring a sense of expecta-
tion and joy to you? 
 
 
 
PRAY:  The Bible tells us that everything about 
heaven is so much better than what we find in our 
present existence.  There will be no corruption or 
sin to stain the creation in heaven.  Your heavenly 
body will be an intimate example of God’s perfec-
tion and will be a wonderful gift to you.  Spend 
some time today thinking about this marvelous 
“heavenly dwelling” that God will provide you when 
the time comes.  Don’t forget to thank Him for the 
plans He has in store to bless you. 
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THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

March 24, 2011 
 
READ:  Isaiah 65:17; 66:22; 2 Peter 3:13; Rev. 
21:1  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
is it that God has promised through the prophet  
Isaiah?  What has Peter talked about, and John (in 
Revelation) has seen with his own eyes? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God will restore His creation 
to its intended, un-cursed state as has been prom-
ised in His Scripture.  It will be a familiar, yet much 
improved version of what we presently are experi-
encing. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  God has not given 
up on his original creation.   Do you perceive that 
everything that is wrong in this world is in some 
way an outgrowth or manifestation of sin?  What 
do you think our present world would be like if 
there were no sin...if God had not cursed the earth 
(because of Adam & Eve’s sin)?   
 
How do you personally experience the effects of sin 
in your own life?  Can you perceive how your own 
sin impacts the lives of others around you?  How 
has Christ’s personal redemption of your life af-
fected the amount of sin which you add to the 
world?  Can you imagine what life would be like if 
everyone in the world had a true redemption experi-
ence with Jesus?  How do you think that will mirror 
what life will be like on the New Earth that the 
Bible talks about  
 
PRAY:  Today thank God for his gift of Jesus for 
us...that by His grace, through our faith in Him, 
that our lives have been redeemed.  Read 2 Corin-
thians 5:17 and reflect on what it means to be a new 
creation.  Offer your life to God today, asking him 
to help you live in such a way that the light of 
Christ would be evident to those around you.  Look 
for ways to live your redeemed life to honor Him. 

March 25, 2011 
READ:   Matthew 24  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  The 
disciples were interested in knowing the timing of 
“the end of the age” and Jesus’ return.  Did Jesus 
give them a date?  What did he say that would give 
them (or us) some guidance?   Why does he say that 
people will mourn when he returns (vs. 30)?  Why 
do you think Jesus would not give a specific date of 
His return?    How does His analogy of the faithful 
& wise servant vs. the wicked servant apply to His 
second coming (verses 45-51)? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: God does not reveal the timing 
of Jesus’ return, but does provide “signs of the 
times” to be watchful for.  Jesus will return without 
notice and catch many off their guard.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Do you know 
people want to “eat, drink, and be merry” up until 
the 11th hour whereupon they think they will re-
pent and get right with God before their death?  
What is wrong with this attitude toward life and 
toward God?  Have you ever thought this way?  
What changed your perspective? 
 
Many people over the millennia have thought they 
were living in the end times.  Many today believe 
likewise.  As you look at what is happening in the 
world today, do you see signs that would seem to 
correspond with events described by Jesus in this 
chapter?   If you knew for sure that you were living 
just before the return of Christ, what difference 
would it make in how you live?  If there is a differ-
ence, why is that?   
 
PRAY:  We may or may not be living at the time of 
Christ’s return.  While the end-times scenarios are 
graphic in nature, we who are in relationship with 
Jesus need not fear for ourselves, as our names are 
written in the Lambs book of life.  Take time in 
prayer today to lift up anxieties that you may have 
relating to your life and ask God to replace them 
with his perfect peace.  As He answers this prayer, 
give thanks for this wonderful gift of His love. 

March 26, 2011 
 
READ:  Matthew 7:13-14; Luke 13:22-30; Mat-
thew 7:21-23; John 14:23-24  
  
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:   What 
do you make of the wide and narrow gates?  What 
is Jesus talking about?  Why do you think the gate 
is small and the road narrow that leads to life?  
Does that mean that God only allows a certain 
number of people in...or rather that only a small 
number of people choose to take that road?  Why 
does Jesus say in Luke that many people will try to 
enter but will not be able to?  Why does He say He 
does not know them? 
    
 
KEY CONCEPT:  The narrow gate to heaven 
admits all who will call upon Jesus for their salva-
tion and live a life of obedience to Him.  The choice 
is ours to make. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Read Luke 13:25-
27 again and compare it with Matthew 7:21-23.  
What is the difference between “doing good things” 
and living for God’s glory?  Do you see the correla-
tion between what Jesus says in John 14:23-24 and 
entering through the narrow gate?  What do you 
suppose is the destination of people who choose the 
wide gate and broad road?  Which road are you on 
presently?  What is its destination? 
 
 
PRAY:  Life is made up of choices.  Jesus tells us 
that to follow Him we must take up our cross.  Liv-
ing for Jesus entails making sacrificial decisions in 
our lives that honor Him.  He desires that we love 
our neighbors.  How are you doing with this?  If 
you are having difficulty living a God honoring life, 
take time today to ask Him to help you to live for 
Him...and to help you walk the narrow road to 
enter the small gate. 


