
May 8, 2011 
 
READ:  Ruth 2  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
did Ruth ask of Naomi (see verses 2-3)?  Why do 
you think that she wanted to do this?  What does 
this imply about the economic situation that Ruth 
and Naomi were in at this point?  Read Deuteron-
omy 24:19-21.  How does this relate to what is 
happening in the Ruth story? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God’s Old Testament law pro-
vided a means of subsistence for those who were 
unable to provide such for themselves. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  How do you 
think the concept of “gleaning” translates today for 
those who are unable to provide for themselves in 
1) the church; 2) in the world outside of the 
church?  How can/do each of us participate in pro-
vision for the “gleaners”?  Have you ever been a 
“gleaner” during your life?  How have you seen 
God’s hand at work during that season?  Have you 
experienced God’s leading to provide for those who 
need to “glean” in some way?  Were you obedient to 
that urging?  What was the result of your obedience 
(or disobedience)? 
 
In our country, the public welfare system has largely 
replaced the role that God called for individuals to 
play in providing for the less fortunate.  Has this 
been a net positive or negative development do you 
think? 
 
PRAY:  Thank God today for how He has pro-
vided for you and your family.  Consider that He 
may want to provide for the needs of others 
through you in some fashion.  Ask Him to reveal 
how that might occur....a contribution to the be-
nevolence fund...taking note of something that a 
person has need for that you can provide out of 
your own possessions, etc. 
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May  9, 2011 
 
READ: Ruth 2 (esp. verses 4 & 5)  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Who 
was Boaz?  What position does he have in this pas-
sage?  How does he appear to relate to the workers?   
 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God is honored when we treat 
others of all stations in life with dignity and respect. 
  
 
   
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Boaz greets his 
“employees” with a blessing, which they return.  
How do you relate with your employer or employ-
ees?  Is it possible to bring a faith dimension into 
your conversation with those with whom you work?  
How would people you work with (or work for / or 
who work for you) react if you were to speak a 
blessing to them.  Have you ever offered to pray 
with or for anyone you work with?  What was their 
reaction?  How would that impact your relationship 
with them? 
 
 
PRAY: We spend much time with those in our 
places of employment.  While it may be improper 
to try and convert someone in the workplace, we 
can be an extension of God’s love for them through 
how we relate with them.  Ask God to help you 
understand how you may more completely live out 
your faith within your current workplace environ-
ment.  Then keep your eyes and ears open for an 
opportunity to do so. 

May 10,  2011 
 
READ:   Ruth 2 (esp. verses 11-12)  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
about Ruth was Boaz commenting on?  What was 
his desire for her?   
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Reciprocity is a concept that 
runs through the Bible.  God is aware of all that we 
do and say.  We will be rewarded - sometimes in 
this life and assuredly in the next - for how we live 
our lives. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:What Bible verses 
do you remember that talk about how we will ex-
perience reward or punishment for what do?   
(Luke 6:38; Hosea 8:7a; Matthew 6:19-21).  As 
you read in this book how Ruth has helped Naomi, 
how do you see yourself in this picture?  Have you 
been able to act sacrificially on behalf of others?  If 
so, what is your motivation for doing so?  How does 
our faith intersect with our actions in regard to 
benevolence toward others? 
 
 
PRAY:  God has a plan...to bless others through 
you (see Genesis 12:1-3).  Ask God today to help 
you understand what that means within the context 
of your life.  Each day include in your prayers a 
petition to see how God can use you to extend His 
love to someone in need of a word of encourage-
ment or an act of kindness. 
 

May 11, 2011 
 
READ:  Ruth 2 (esp. verse 17)  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: In 
what way was God providing for the needs of Ruth 
and Naomi?  Did God’s blessing come “wrapped 
with a bow” and delivered to their doorstep...or was 
there work involved in receiving His provision? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:God will provide for our needs, 
but He often expects us to be actively involved in 
bringing that gift to completion. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   What benefit do 
you think Ruth felt in completing her gleaning as 
opposed to staying home and having the finished 
wheat and barley delivered?  How do you feel at the 
end of a day of hard work (other than being tired!)?   
 
What is the value in the idea of “workfare” in to-
day’s society?  How does it differ from welfare?  
How do you react when  you see people with signs 
that say “Will work for food?”   
 
PRAY:  How does today’s devotion affect how you 
see God’s provision for you?  Today in prayer, 
thank God for the ways in which He has blessed 
you that required action or work on your part to 
receive that blessing.  If you have been blessed in 
ways that required your active participation, be sure 
to acknowledge God’s part in that blessing, and 
thank Him for it. 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

May 12, 2011 
 
READ:   Ruth 2 (esp. verses 10-12)  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Ruth 
was from what country (see vs. 6)?  How did her 
status as an immigrant affect the way in which Boaz 
treated her, if at all?  What was it about Ruth be-
yond her nationality that caught the eye of Boaz?   
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  People of every nation are 
God’s creation.  We are all on level ground before 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What is it that 
causes people to look down upon persons of foreign 
birth?  Even within our own country, how do 
northerners often think of southerners (and vice 
versa)?  Are there people groups that, in your heart 
of hearts, you feel superior to in some way?  Why is 
that?  Do we judge others unfairly on the basis of 
education, income, language, skin color, etc?  What 
can we learn from Boaz about using the character 
of a person rather than their heritage as a basis of 
evaluation? 
 
 
PRAY:  Discrimination & prejudice against others 
who are different in some fashion is an insidious 
component of our heart that Satan can use to cause 
pain and suffering among the human race.  Ask 
God to reveal any deep-seated thoughts of your 
own prejudice that dishonors Him.  Confess those 
thoughts to Him.  Ask God to help you find ways 
to actively overcome these feelings through building 
relationships with those whom we have had preju-
dicial feelings. 

May 13, 2011 
 
READ:   Ruth 2 (esp. 19-20)  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
does Naomi say about Boaz?  What is a guardian-
redeemer (see Lev. 25:25-55 for an explanation)?  
What difference does it make that Boaz is a relative 
of Naomi? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: As in the Old Testament, the 
New Testament also commands us to help our 
relatives (see 1 Timothy 5:8) 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  How was Boaz 
living out the spirit of God’s instruction regarding 
the provision for relatives in their time of need?  Do 
you see this concept being generally lived out or 
ignored in our culture today?  Do you see the con-
cept of 1 Timothy 5:8 as being increasingly replaced 
by the social welfare system today?  What seems to 
make the difference in families who uphold Paul’s 
instruction in 1 Timothy from those who do not?  
Does your family help relatives in the way that 1 
Timothy instructs?  Are there ways to improve 
upon how you are doing with this? 
 
 
PRAY:  Thank God today for how He has given us 
instruction to “be there” for our relatives in their 
times of need.  It is one of the key components of 
social fabric that can keep a culture healthy, if prac-
ticed properly.  Pray that God would help you un-
derstand how to implement the teaching of 1 
Timothy 5:8 within your own family structure in a 
way that brings health and restoration, not enable-
ment and resentment. 

May 14, 2011 
 
READ:  Ruth 2 (esp. verse 12)  
  
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: De-
scribe in your own words the God that Boaz speaks 
about in verse 12.   
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God is not distantly observing 
His creation.  He is actively involved in all that goes 
on in the universe...and in our lives. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: How has your 
perspective of who God is and how he acts changed 
over your lifetime?  Do you see evidence of God’s 
active involvement in your life?  How has he pro-
vided discipline when you have needed it?  How has 
he provided blessing when  you have needed it?  
What are some of the biblical images of God that 
give you comfort, and helps your spiritual well be-
ing (see below for examples)? 
 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Take a look at the list below and spend 
some time in prayer with God today, using any of 
these descriptions (or other favorites).  Lift up your 
heart to Him, using these titles and descriptions to 
help you express your heart to him.  Pour out your 
love for God, and let Him know what troubles you 
that you would like Him to help you with.  Con-
clude with a season of thanksgiving for His love and 
faithfulness 
 
Names, titles, & descriptions of God:  God Al-
mighty, my Redeemer, my Rock, my Comforter 
in sorrow, my hiding place, Father to the father-
less, a sanctuary, a refuge for the poor, defender 
of widows, God who avenges me, an ever-
present help in trouble, Lord who heals you, my 
advocate. 
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