
September 18, 2011 
 
READ:   1 Samuel 3:19; 1 Samuel 7:10-17;  
1 Samuel 8:1-22   
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
kind of a person was Samuel? Did he serve God 
well? What were the results for Israel of how he 
lived? What kind of men were Samuel’s sons (Joel 
& Abijah) that were to succeed him? Was Samuel 
directed by God to appoint his sons? How did the 
Israelites respond to their leadership? Do you 
blame them for rejecting Samuel’s sons?  Why did 
the Israelites want a king instead of a judge? How 
did Samuel caution them?  Did they heed his cau-
tion? What did God tell Samuel? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Life is messy...things don’t al-
ways go the way that would be best.   
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Joel & Abijah did 
not lead in a righteous way as had their father, Sam-
uel. Do you think Samuel knew that their character 
was flawed in this way? Do you think he struggled 
with the decision to appoint them as the successors 
to his position of Judge? Samuel warned the people 
against having a king...but what do you think would 
have been the result of leaving Joel & Abijah in their 
positions as Judge?   
 
 
PRAY:  The text affirms Samuel’s godly charac-
ter...but there is no evidence that he prayed to God  
about the succession plan...or received the Lord’s 
guidance in this. Ultimately he was faced with two 
bad options. Take time today to pray to God in 
thanksgiving for how He is always available for us 
to seek for guidance in life. Then ask Him for that 
guidance in some of the things that you are facing 
right now. 

 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

September 19, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Samuel 12  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: As you 
read what Samuel tells the Israelites about their 
history, do you sense the people were consistent in 
their walk with God over the years? Did God aban-
don them or respond to their prayers when they 
were suffering the results of their sin?  The people 
wanted a king...but who does the text say was sup-
posed to be their king? God allowed for Saul to 
become king, but what warnings were given the 
people about how they were to live henceforth? 
Was this a message warning, or of hope...or both? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  The Lord is able to redeem our 
bad decisions. We need to change our heart,  seek-
ing after God to bring the fullness of His plans for 
us to reality. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  God was to be the 
king of Israel...yet the people wanted an earthly 
king to rule over them. Have you experienced a 
situation that in retrospect you can see that you 
rejected God’s plan for your life in some way, sub-
stituting something of inferior value? What was the 
result of that substitution? Have you experienced 
God’s love even through that situation, giving you 
hope and help? Do you see the similarity in your 
experience to how He offered encouragement to the 
Israelites to live godly lives under their newly ap-
pointed king?   
 
PRAY: It is encouraging to read in the Bible that 
people disappoint God in their decisions...and yet 
He never fully abandons them forever (although 
they do experience the consequences of those deci-
sions). Bring before God today a messy situation in 
your life that you would like to clean up. Ask God 
for guidance in what you should do or say.  LIS-
TEN for His response...and then move forward to 
obey, even if it is difficult. 

September 20,  2011 
 
READ:   1 Samuel 13  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
is King Saul doing in this chapter? As things began 
to look desperate for the Israelites, what did Saul 
do (vs. 6-9).   (Note: OT law says that a priest must 
be the person who offers the sacrifice to God in a 
very specific way...see Deut. 12:5-14 & 1 Samuel 
10:8) Was Saul’s intention good? What was his 
error? What was the consequence for Saul’s disobe-
dience? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  When we try to second guess 
God...making changes to what He has told us...we 
are living in disobedience. Consequences will fol-
low. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Saul was in a 
pinch...Samuel had not shown up when he was 
supposed to, and his men were beginning to scatter. 
What was he to do? As the king, he had to make a 
decision. When have you been is this kind of situa-
tion? What guided your decision? In retrospect, was 
it a good decision? What would you do differently if 
you could have a do-over? 
 
 
 
PRAY:  In 1 Samuel 10:9-11 we see that God came 
upon Saul. This was a man whom God was prepar-
ing to lead the nation. And yet, Saul made a serious 
mistake borne out of not trusting God fully. And so 
it is with us...we can make serious errors of judge-
ment...acts of disobedience...sin. Today spend time 
in prayer and meditation looking back over your life 
to discern what these might be. As they come to 
mind, confess them to God for what they are.  
Don’t try to rationalize them as Saul did. Put them 
at the foot of the cross and ask for His forgiveness. 

September 21,  2011 
 

READ:   1 Samuel 13:14; 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 2 
Samuel 5:1-5; 2 Samuel 11:1-5  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
did Samuel tell Saul following his improper offering 
(1 Samuel 13:14)? What did God tell Samuel (1 
Samuel 16: 1)? What did the people say to David 
(2 Samuel 5:2)? Is there any question that David 
was God’s man for the throne of Israel?  What oc-
curred in Bethlehem in the spring when kings nor-
mally went off to war (2 Samuel 11:1-5)? David 
probably thought his sin would never be discovered. 
What happened complicated the situation? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  David was a man after God’s 
own heart and is seen as Israel’s greatest King. Yet 
all people...even God’s appointed leaders...are sub-
ject to temptation that can lead to sin. And all have 
sinned (Romans 3:23). 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   What is your 
reaction to others who have messed up in some way 
that has caused trouble for you? Do you react in 
anger, disappointment, or with retribution in mind? 
Do you consider your own shortcomings and sin 
that has disappointed God and others in some way 
before you react to those who have messed up 
(Matt. 7:1-5)? 
 
 
PRAY:  Living God’s way is hard. When life gets 
messy, it is easy to let our emotions rule how we 
respond to our situation. Today ask God to help 
you reflect before responding to others who have 
wronged you. Ask God to teach you from your own 
life the ways in which you have disappointed or 
hurt others...and to use that understanding to deal 
with others in a more grace-filled way. 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

September 22, 2011 
 
READ:  2 Samuel 11  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  After 
David learned of Bathsheba’s pregnancy, what did 
he try to do (vs. 6-13)? Did it work? What did he 
do next (vs. 14-17)? What that scheme successful?  
What was David willing to risk so that his sin 
would not be discovered (vs. 19-21)? How did the 
Lord look upon this episode? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  When temptation leads to sin 
that is not quickly confessed, it spreads and has 
harmful consequences far beyond what we could 
have foreseen. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  How would this 
story have been different if David had confessed to 
God immediately after having committed adultery 
with Bathsheba? Why do you think David...a man 
after God’s own heart...yielded to ever greater temp-
tations to hide his sin? Have you seen in your life 
how “one thing leads to another” that you later re-
gretted? Can you see how you could have “nipped it 
in the bud,” causing much less messiness? What can 
you take away from these experiences that will help 
you to do things better in the future? 
 
 
PRAY:  How we respond to temptation is vitally 
important to our well being as well as to others. 
When we have yielded to temptation, it is critical 
that we hear the Spirit’s voice that is convicting our 
own spirit...and confess to God what we have done. 
Today ask God that the Spirit’s voice will always 
remain clearly heard in your heart, and that your 
own spirit will be quick to respond to God’s voice. 

September 23, 2011 
 
READ:   1 Chronicles 21:1-8  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
was it that tempted David to take the census? Did 
David resist the temptation, or give in to it? What 
was Joab’s reaction to David’s order? Did David 
heed Joab’s warning? Did David recognize his sin? 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Anyone is susceptible to Satan’s 
temptation. It is important to guard our hearts 
regularly to be able to withstand the evil one when 
he comes against us. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Part of the messi-
ness of our lives is the result of giving in to tempta-
tion.  David gave in to the temptation to count his 
men, a prideful act that would cause him to take 
security in his army’s strength rather than in God. 
What are the things that tempt you to make wrong 
choices? How can you best avert these temptations 
before they gain a foothold in your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Today recite the Lord’s prayer...but not in 
a rote fashion. Say it one line at a time, and then 
expand on each phrase as it applies to your life. 
When you get to “lead me not into temptation,” be 
sure to take some time thinking through those 
things that are specifically tempting to you...and ask 
for God’s help in avoiding them. 
 
 

  
 

September 24, 2011 
 
READ:  John 16:33  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Who 
is speaking in this verse? What things does He say 
we can expect in our lives? What does He promise 
us in the midst of it all? 
 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Messiness (i.e. “trouble”) is 
always going to be a part of life. We should not be 
surprised by it or dismayed. Jesus tells us that even 
so, we can have peace if we are in connection with 
Him. 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: In your own life 
experience, have you seen the difference in facing 
life’s challenges at time before you knew Jesus vs. 
now that have Jesus in your heart? How would you 
put that difference into words? Have you taken the 
opportunity at some point to share with another 
person how Jesus helps you deal with the messiness 
of life?   
 
 
 
PRAY:  God offers us shalom in Jesus Christ. Sha-
lom is a word with great depth of meaning includ-
ing the following: completeness, wholeness, health, 
peace, welfare, safety soundness, tranquility, pros-
perity, perfectness, fullness, rest, harmony, the ab-
sence of agitation or discord.  Today spend time 
with God, thanking him for these riches that He 
offers to us through His son. Pursue the depth of 
your relationship with Jesus daily in prayer and 
through reading the Bible. 
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