
September 25, 2011 
READ:    1 Kings 1 (Focus: verses 1-7)  
 
BACKGROUND: At this point, David was about 
70 years old with deteriorating health. His first son 
(Amnon), and third son (Absalom) were dead. His 
second son, Daniel, is mentioned only in the geneal-
ogy of 1 Chronicles 3:1 and had probably died by 
this time. Adjonijah was David’s fourth son and was 
the logical choice to succeed him as king. 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
spurred the development of Adjonijah’s move to 
succeed David to the throne (vs. 5)? Do you think 
this was this a proper process for succession? What 
was the reaction of those around Adjonijah to his 
plans (vs. 7)?  
 

KEY CONCEPT:  The desire for power is a pretty 
common drive in people. When not controlled 
properly, this desire seeks merely to promote one-
self, and does not honor God’s plan for the good of 
everyone. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Do you think 
Adjonijah felt entitled to the throne by right of 
succession? Why do you think he took matters into 
his own hands? How did his actions dishonor oth-
ers? What would have been a better way for Ad-
jonijah to have handled this matter?  
 

In what ways have you at some point tried to take 
matters into your own hands that you have later 
regretted? Can you now see a better way to have 
handled that situation? Is there an opportunity to 
undo the damage that has been caused by your ac-
tions? Who should you talk to? What needs to be 
said? How do you start? 
 
PRAY:  Today ask God if there are any past ac-
tions in your life in which you have acted improp-
erly and that have affected others in a negative way. 
As He brings them to mind, allow God to show you 
how to proceed in these matters. Commit them to 
further prayer, and seek opportunities to follow 
God where He is leading you to make amends. 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

September 26, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 1 (Focus: verses 5-9)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
were the elements in Adjonijah’s scheme to succeed 
David to the throne? Who was involved? Who was 
not included? What does all this say about the le-
gitimacy of Adjonijah’s plan?  
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Just because actions may in-
volve powerful people or religious rites, it does not 
automatically convey legitimacy or authority.  
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Since Adjonijah 
had Abiathar the priest on his side (vs. 7) and he 
performed a sacrifice (vs. 9), couldn’t he just assume 
that he had God’s blessing on his taking the throne? 
What is the significance of Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet being excluded by Adjonijah? 
Is there any evidence that Adjonijah sought out 
God for direction before taking this action?  
 
Consider an occasion when you have made a move 
toward achieving a goal. Have you used inclusion 
and exclusion to justify your actions? Over time, 
have you become wiser in how you achieve your 
goals? In what ways? How has God been included 
(or excluded) in your approach toward achieving 
your objectives? 
 
 
PRAY: As we see in this passage, simply tacking 
on a religious patina to our own self-serving plans 
does not bring God’s blessing to oneself. Before 
moving forward, we need to come before God with 
an open heart, asking Him to help us make wise 
choices and decisions (see Psalm 139:23-24). Be 
prepared to scrap your plans if the Holy Spirit will 
not give you peace about moving forward with 
them. 

 
 

September 27,  2011 
 
READ:   1 Kings 1 (Focus: verses 5-6)  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
impact did Adonijah’s father have on him, as im-
plied by verse 6? Why do you think the text goes on 
to speak of Adonijah’s physical features and place in 
the birth order (note: refer to the background sec-
tion on Sunday’s devotional for context)?  
 
KEY CONCEPT:  A parent has a vitally impor-
tant role in helping to shape the character of his/her 
children. Lack of attention to this responsibility is 
detrimental to children’s perception of themselves 
and of the world around them. Appropriate disci-
pline for bad behavior is a part of this process (see 
Proverbs 13:24).  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: What impact do 
you think David’s lack of disciplining Adonijah 
had? Do you suppose that the “matters of state” 
that the king had to attend to affected the amount 
of time he was able to give his children?  
 
How have your parents influenced your own char-
acter? Did either of them speak words of wisdom, 
reproof, and correction into your life? Have you 
ever thanked them for helping you become the per-
son you are today? 
 
Have you taken seriously the importance of giving 
guidance to your own children? Have you seen the 
affect of your effort (or lack of effort) on their lives? 
Are there matters that you have left unsaid that 
should (and still could) be addressed with them? If 
so, why not do it today? 
 
PRAY:  A person of good character is pleasing to 
God and a good influence on everyone around 
them. Take time today to pray that God will con-
tinue to shape your character in the areas where it 
has rough edges. Pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s 
corrective nudges when you say or do something 
that you sense displeases Him.  

September 28,  2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 1 (Focus: verses 11-40) 
 
BACKGROUND: Nathan was a prophet who 
God used to help David throughout his time as the 
King. He had confronted David regarding his sin 
with Bathsheba. He was a trusted advisor of 
David’s. 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
did Nathan do that affected the history of Israel in 
this passage? Do you think that Adonijah would 
have been successful in his plan to become king had 
Nathan not come forward with his plan to thwart 
it? Why do you think that Nathan approached the 
issue with Bathsheba as he did? Was there any risk 
to Nathan in doing this? If Adonijah had become 
king, what might this have meant for Solomon, 
Bathsheba, and Nathan (see v. 21)?  
 
KEY CONCEPT:  When you see something that 
isn’t right taking place, don’t stop with just prayer 
and good intentions...take the action needed to help 
correct the situation.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   Think of the 
various environments you are in....work, family, 
community, politics, etc. Why do people lack the 
desire to get involved in situations that they believe 
are being mishandled? Is it apathy? Fear? Do they 
feel helpless to affect change, or that the situation is 
hopeless? What can you do to make a difference in 
one of these situations?  
 
 
PRAY:  Read Deut. 28:12-14. God is telling the 
Israelites how He will bless the nation when the 
people are obedient. He expects them to lead, not 
follow, the other nations (be the head, not the tail). 
Today, ask God to help you to act on what you 
know to be right. When you see something wrong 
happening, ask Him what difference you can 
make...and in faith, follow where He leads.  



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

September 29, 2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 1 (Focus: verses 41-53)  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Why 
were the people in verse 41 feasting? Why was the 
news that Jonathan brought to this gathering con-
sidered bad news? How was Solomon proclaimed 
king (as opposed to what Adonijah was doing)? 
Why did the people in verse 49 become alarmed 
and disperse? What did Adonijah do then....and 
why? How did Solomon respond to Adonijah?  
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Our God is a just and powerful 
God...yet He is also merciful. If it were not for 
God’s mercy, we who have sinned would be without 
hope.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  When King Solo-
mon found out about Adonijah’s scheming to be-
come king, what options do you think he had to 
address the matter? Why do you think he chose 
mercy over vindictiveness? Do you think it was the 
right choice? 
 
Have you experienced mercy in your own life? How 
did the extension of mercy change you? Have you 
extended mercy to someone else when you could 
have acted otherwise? What was the result of that 
action?  
 
 
PRAY:  Read the parable of the unmerciful servant 
(Matthew 18:21-35). Knowing how God has for-
given you for your sin, ask God to search your heart 
today to find ways in which you have the opportu-
nity to extend mercy to someone. If He brings 
someone to mind, spend time praying about what 
you might do...and then follow His leading. 

September 30, 2011 
 
READ:   1 Kings 1 (Focus: verses 49-53)  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Why 
was Adonijah in trouble? How might he have 
avoided the situation that he found himself in? 
What does this situation and his reaction to being 
outflanked by Nathan reveal about Adonijah’s char-
acter?  
 
 
KEY CONCEPT*: Don’t wait until you have 
made a mess of your life before you run to God. 
Seek God’s guidance before you act.  
 
 
THOUGHTS TO PONDER*: Sometimes it 
takes getting caught before someone is willing to 
give up his scheme. When Adonijah learned that 
his plans were doomed to fail, he ran in panic to the 
altar, the place of God’s mercy and forgiveness. He 
went there after his plans for treason were exposed. 
If Adonijah had first considered what God wanted, 
he might have avoided trouble.  
 
 
PRAY:  God waits for us to come before Him with 
our praise and prayers. If we choose not to seek His 
wisdom, He allows us to experience the conse-
quences of our folly. Today spend time with God 
asking for His help in planning your day...and begin 
to ask Him to help you see, understand, and plan 
for the future that He wants to give you. 
 
 
*From Life Application Study Bible, 1991, page 
547. 
 
 

  
 

October 1, 2011 
 
READ:  1 Chronicles 22:5-10; 1 Kings 1:5; 1 
Kings 1:17-18  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Who 
was God’s choice to become the successor to David 
as the king of Israel? Do you think David shared 
this communication with Bathsheba (Solomon’s 
mother)? Do you think that it was known by any of  
David’s sons...particularly by Adonijah and Solo-
mon?  
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Ever since Cain slew his 
brother Abel, sibling relationships have often been 
rocky. As the foundation block of our civilization, it 
is important for families to pull together and love 
one another in good times and bad.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Whether or not 
any of David’s sons knew of what God had told him 
regarding Solomon, do you think that they were 
vying with one another for the throne? Look at how 
God describes Solomon (1 Chronicles 22:9), and 
contrast that with how Adonijah is acting in 1 
Kings chapter 1.  
 

How have you experienced the messiness of sibling 
rivalry in your own home...either between you and 
your brothers/sisters, or between your children? 
What are the reasons for these flare-ups within the 
family? How can you as a parent effectively deal 
with the challenges of relational health between 
your kids? Where does your relationship with God 
enter into this challenge? 
 
PRAY:  Parenting always has been and always will 
be a difficult responsibility. God wants to be a part 
of the process, and will help when He is invited in. 
Today ask God to help you to parent your children 
by giving you wisdom. Pray that He will bless your 
kids with grace when they rub one another the 
wrong way. If you are not presently a parent of 
young children, ask for God’s wisdom in how you 
might build a better relationship with your own 
siblings if it is needed.  
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