
October 2, 2011 
 
READ:    1 Kings 2:1-12 (focus: verse 1)  
 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Where 
is David in his life’s journey? What’s happening in 
this verse? 
  
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Passing along the wisdom one 
gains in life is of vital importance to the next gen-
eration. Being willing to receive and evaluate it is 
just as important. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  As David lay on 
his death bed, do you think that Solomon was eager 
to hear what his last words to him were? Knowing 
how David had ruled the nation as Israel’s second 
king, do you think his words held credibility to his 
son? How have you experienced “receiving a charge” 
from someone older than yourself? Did your 
mother or father communicate messages of impor-
tance or value to you during their lives? If so, have 
you treasured those words, or dismissed them as 
having no application to yourself? What has been 
the consequence of how you have regarded the wis-
dom of those older than yourself? 
 
 
PRAY:  Take time today to thank God for placing 
people around you who are able to speak into your 
life. Ask Him to bring you wisdom through others 
who may have a perspective different from your 
own. Pray that He will help you to keep your mind 
open to what He is able to teach you through the 
lives of others. 

 
 

 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

October 3, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 2:1-12 (focus: verse 2)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:What 
does David say to Solomon about himself? About 
what Solomon should do? What does it mean to be 
strong? What does it mean to act like a man? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  There comes a time in life 
when a boy/girl needs to become a man/
woman ...not just in chronological age, but in his/
her whole approach to life.  
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  What are some 
key differences between how children and mature 
adults deal with the issues of life? How did you deal 
with disappointments & difficulties when you were 
young? What changed in your life that caused you 
to approach these things differently? What part in 
this process did your parents play in helping you to 
change your attitudes and actions?  If you are an 
adult, how are you helping others around you, par-
ticularly your children, to transition toward matur-
ity...to “be strong and act like a man/woman”? Do 
you think that you have wisdom that is worth shar-
ing with others to help them make this step of 
growth? How can you communicate these practical 
ideas from a faith perspective that allows others to 
understand God’s love for them? 
 
 
PRAY: Take time today to clear your mind from 
the urgent matters of the day, and ask God to help 
you to sift out what is truly important in life. As 
you begin to have a grasp on these things, ask God 
to help you see how you can share them in a natural 
way with others. As you have those opportunities, 
ask God to give you the words to share in a way 
that hits the mark in that person’s heart and mind. 

 

October 4,  2011 
 
READ:   1 Kings 2:1-12 (focus: verses 3-4); Deu-
teronomy 30:10, 31:9-13 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Recall 
that David is about to die at this point. What is 
uppermost in his mind to communicate to his son? 
What is the motivation that David gives Solomon 
for this charge to obey God’s written law? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Knowing what God desires of 
us is surpassed in importance by actually living our 
lives in obedience to Him. We will fail at this from 
time to time, yet God’s grace gives us another 
chance. God can use a crooked stick to draw a 
straight line (Luther). 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: David is known as 
“a man after God’s own heart,” yet he was also re-
sponsible for an adulterous affair and the murder of 
Bathsheba’s husband on the battlefield. Do you 
think that his failings prevented him from giving 
words of instruction for holy living to his children? 
How do your failings affect how you relate to your 
children and others? Is God able to use imperfect 
people? Think of how Jesus forgave Peter for deny-
ing Him, and called Peter into a mighty role in the 
early church. How do you think God is calling you 
to live beyond your past failings...and start over 
again with His help? 
 
 
PRAY:  Count the ways that you have failed God, 
and refresh your understanding of how much He 
loves you and has forgiven you. If you have not pre-
sented these failings (sins) to God before, do so 
now and ask for His forgiveness. Know that He is 
not through with you...that He has wonderful 
things for you to do. Thank God today for His 
grace and mercy. 

October 5,  2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 2:1-12 (focus: verse 5-9), Romans 
13:1-7 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
is David telling Solomon in this passage? Why were 
these instructions important for God’s plan to move 
forward? Can you imagine living in a time or place 
where government succession involved things such 
as this? 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  For Solomon’s reign to be sta-
bilized and God’s temple to be built, certain antago-
nistic individuals needed to be removed from the 
scene. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   How are these 
proceedings similar to and different from how gov-
ernments function today? Think of how the trans-
fer of power works in nations that use a democratic 
system. Do you think God works in the midst of all 
governmental systems? How does Romans 13:1-7 
apply in the context of your life presently? Do you 
believe that God is at work through our govern-
ment, and that His hand instituted it?  
 
 
 
PRAY:  .Read 1 Timothy 2:1-4. In the spirit of 
that passage, lift up to the Lord our present govern-
ment leaders and ask God to help them govern our 
nation wisely and in a way that pleases Him. 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

October 6, 2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 2:1-12 (focus: verse 1-2)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Imag-
ine growing up as a son of King David. How diffi-
cult would it be to “be strong and act like a man?” 
Recall from 1 Kings 1:6 that David never spoke 
into Adonijah’s life. Perhaps it was that way with all 
of his children. What affect might this parental 
neglect have on a child’s ability to become a respon-
sible adult?  
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Our children are taking their 
cues from us. God desires us to sow into them at 
every stage of their development....by our words and 
example. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  As you grew up to 
be the person you are now, how did you learn the 
ropes of life? Who were the people you looked up 
to? With the perspective of time, do you think they 
were good choices for you to use as a compass for 
your direction in life? Do you wish you would have 
selected someone else? If you could get a re-do, who 
would you choose as your mentors? 
 
What young persons could you mentor? What are 
you doing to cultivate a mentoring relationship? 
What have you learned about life that is worth 
sharing with them? 
 
 
PRAY:  Recall that David was speaking into Solo-
mon’s life from his deathbed. Thank God that, as 
long as you are living, it is never too late to make a 
difference in the life of someone else. Start where 
you are now, and pray that God will help you in the 
process of being a mentor to at least one other per-
son. 

October 7, 2011 
 
READ:   1 Kings 2:1-12 (focus: verses 3-4); Deut. 
6: 1-3  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
is David asking Solomon to do in these verses? 
Moses was the first to give this admonition (see the 
Deuteronomy 6 reading). From what you know of 
the history of Israel, have the people always done 
this? What has been the result of inconsistency in 
following God’s laws?  
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: God has given us the Bible so 
that we might know and understand His plan for 
living rightly. Life is best when we follow the rules 
of our Creator. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  When you were 
small and your parents gave you rules to live by, did 
you obey them? What was the result of breaking 
the rules of your home...in the short term, and in 
the long term? How do the rules that our parents 
set up for us (and that we set up for our children) 
mirror what we find in the Bible? Are you better at 
living by God’s directions than you were at living by 
your parents rules? What consequences have you 
experienced through living God’s way...or by living 
outside of God’s way? 
 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Read Matthew 7:7-12. God wants to give 
good things to us, His children. He also wants us to 
obey what He has asked of us in the Bible. Pray for 
God to help you to 1) understand how He wants 
you to live and 2) have the desire to honor Him in 
living according to His direction. 

 
 
 

October 8, 2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 2:1-12 (focus: verses 10-12)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
happened when David died? How long was his 
reign? What transpired after David’s death?  
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Don’t waste any experience. 
Learn from those who have been where you are 
going. Share with those who are coming after you. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Solomon was 
probably under 30 years old when he became king 
of Israel, having lived under David’s rule all of his 
life. Picture yourself in his place at that moment. 
Would you feel prepared for the role of king, having 
watched your father do it? Would you feel entitled, 
or privileged to the throne? Would the challenge of 
ruling a nation excite you or intimidate you?  
 
Transfer Solomon’s experience into your own life. 
Have you grown into a role that a parent has held 
before you (i.e. mother, father, company president, 
Kiwanis officer, etc.). How has it felt to move into a 
position that your parent has held? How have you 
learned from observing your parent over a lifetime 
that has helped you to master your own role or 
position? How are you being intentional at passing 
along what you have learned to those who would 
follow you...that they might avoid your mistakes 
and build upon your experience? 
 
 
PRAY:  .Imagine what life would be like if we had 
to relearn from scratch everything that has already 
been experienced before. Ask God to help you glean 
from your experiences those things that can be put 
to work in your own life. Ask Him to help you form 
relationships that will be fruitful in character build-
ing and skill enhancement for you.  
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